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SECTION I - GITATION OF UXIT

rovisions of Circular_No. 333, War Devartment 1943
and Cg?%$§a§h§o?89, Headquerters MATOUSA, 10 July 1944, the folloue
ing unit is cited for outstanding performance o

fduty in armed con-
flict with the enemy: .

455TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP, For outstanding perforrance of duty
in armed conflict with the enemy. Notified to prepare maxinum air-
craft Tor a mission against the highly irportant and heavily defendc
Moosblerbaum 011 Refinery, Moosbierbaur, Austria, the srround crevs,
desplte acute shortages in personrel and equipment, worked untiring:
&nd with grim determination to have their aircraft in the peak of
mechanical condition to i

asure the success of this vital operation.
On 26 Juns 1944, thirty-six (36) B-24 type alrcraft, heavily loadea
-wrm1mathmztonnage, were airborne, and, agsuming the lead of %he
other groups of theip Wing, set course for their dcstinetion. En-
route'uathe‘target the formation was intsrcepted by &pproximately
twenty (20) twin-enging eheny firhtcrs which werec enzared by the cg-
~corting fighterg, Immcdi&tely‘thercafter, the borber formation a8
- attacked by épproximately sixty (60) additicual twin-engine fighters
in a scriecs of Viclous head-cn attacks, firing rockets, he2vy ma-
chine EUns and 20mr cainon in 2 .desparcte c 1

’ fort to destroy the bori
s — Nearinz the targst sixty (60) Tore singlec enzine
fighters Jolned in +hc S oTrLoglss aRa rclontless attacks against th-
Group's formation., Hcedlcsg of this sceniamlv e .
tion, the zallant

47 overwihciming opnosi-—
) crcw rembers battled their way through thce heavy
encmy firc “o the objcctive, Cae of the bombers, after collidin~
with on attocking Tighter, rcmaincd pcrsistontly with the formation
for tic bomblng run beforeg drovping out in flamcs, Two othcr bombe:
sct on firc by sncmy zun firc, continucg over the tarzct, sucecss—
fully droppcd their bombs and -thon exploded in mid—ai;. With com-
pPletc disregard for tho continucd heavy opposition, displaying out-
standing courage, lcadcorship and fortitude, the Group hcld itg lzag
of the Wing formation, bringing it through the caemy dcfcecnscs for =
highly successful bowbing run. Tho oil storage avrca of tne rcfincrr
was heavily hit with lergc fires started, Elght dircet hits were
sustaincd by the powcr station aad fumcrous rolling stock and vital
installations were scvorcly damaged throughout tnc pla
inz tho ficrec acrial hottle to the target, the gallant gunncrs of
the Group, through their skill and detirmination in the g

accounted for thirty-Touw 3
stroyed, to hold the losses of theip Group to ten (10) heavy borbere
By the conspicuous‘sallantry,,pFefessional skill ana determination |
of the combat crews, together with the superior

technical gskill and
devotion to duty of the ground personnel, the 455th Bo

mbardrent
Group has upheld the hizhest traditions of the Military Service,
thereby reflecting great credit upon itself and the Armed Forces of
the Unlted States of America. ;

BY COMMAXD OF MAJOR GENZRAL TWINING:

R, K. TAYIOR,
Colonel, GSG,
OFFICIAﬁ'd ¢ , Chiefy bl Starff.
/s/ J. M, Ivins :
/t/ 3. M. IVINS,
Colonel, AGD,
Ad jutant Generel.
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This 13 to csrtify thot in 2cecr Anas b Gopsrdl Ovder
Number 232, Heedguerters, Fifsscnth Alr Force, dated. 15
January 1945, the following nemed individual wac & mocmber of
tre, "S55 Bomhorinsns Groun (Hsewy) on 26 Juns 1944, and, in
ar-ccrdancs with AR 500-45, ac arcnded, 1a ertitled to wear tha
War Derartment Distinguished Unit Citation Ba.lze and/or the ‘ -
First Oak Leaf (luster to t=e=¥ar Deparitment Dietinzulshed bplp ~
Citation 3adge in accordancse with existing rerulations pertaining
to same?

FIRST OAX LEA? CLUSTER (BROIIZE)
ESY, JRES G., 15195334, Private ¥irst Class, 740th Borb 5a (H).

i —

i

Vil
e F // - It‘/ "/' g
{ e ab a9 ([ H AT B
RICEARD ., VICENTI,
Captain, Air Corps,
ad jutant,.






