
CERIGNOTA
COI\[NECTION
45 5th Bomb Group Association Newsletter

Spring 1991

Message From the President

Zero hour is approaching for our
reunion this fall at Colorado Spring6,
Colorado. Ifyou have not already done
so, ma* the dat€s 2 to 6 October on your
calendar. lhis iagoing to be a good one!
Itwill include our Memorial dedication
at the Air Force Academy, an Academy
football game, our banquet with an Air
Force speaker who was involved with
Desert Storm andmany other activities
for all to enjoy. We will have ahospitat-
ity room iohold more than 100people as
well as having display space forhistori-
cal records ofthe group and squadrons,
picture albums and other items. I en-
courage everyone to bringyourmemora-
bilia for all to enjoy. The bospitatity
room will be secure when not in use.
Louis Hansen, ourffne Executive Direc-
tor, will soon send you the necessary
forms for your attendance. Bring your
wives and next of kin ifyou like andhave
a good trme.

We will need volunteers to help with
registrations, tendingbar in the hospi
tality room and other functions. Please
6endyourname to Louis Hansen tohelp
out. His address is P, O. Box 6125,
Spencer, Iowa 51301; Telephone: (?12)
262-7231.

Our history book will be published by
reunjon time. It is filled with personal
experiences many ofyou sent us about
living and flying combat in llaly. The
joys, sorrows, heroics, hardships, life in
POW carnps, escape and evasion and
manyother areas we all experienced are
included. It also includes pictures of
supporting and flying activities. Hugh
Graff spent considerable time attempt,
ing to get pjctures of all the bomber
crews. We know some are missing. The
numberofcopies on order is 600. I have
ordered 10 for myselffor giving copie s to
my brother, sister, grandchildren and
friends. I am also donatjng(tax deduct-

ible) copies to my home town, high
school and university libra es. Iexpect
the 600 copies to go fast.

We will have our usual business
meeting at the reunion. It will be time
for the election olnew ofiicers and dircc-
tors for those completing their t€rms. I
wish you would all think about who you
would like to serve in the forthcoming
vacant positions. I have asked John
Davis to chair a committee for nominat-
ing new members,

Please note the form on the back of
this news letter for paying your dues
and receiving a roster of our member-
ship. The roster includes the person's
name,squadron,home address andtele-
phone number. I use it frequently to
write and cdl old friends.

I am lookingforward to seeing every
one at Colorado Springs in October.

Alfred Asch, President



From Our Historian
I want to thank all the members who
have sent pictures and other me ora-
bilia for use in the Group History. I
would also ask you all tobe patient, as it
tal{es a littletimetocopy and sortout all
the pictues that I have received. I will
retum all picturesintime, as soon aswe
determine which ones we will use. Its
amazing to see how many duplicates I
have gott€n.

In regard t the History, I have read a
few "Histories' of other Groups and
usingthem as examples. Ithink we will

have an outstandingbook and at aprice
that's much much cheaper than any
others that I have seen. The latest one
I saw was sellingfor $75.00 and thst is
a lot more than ours. We are asking for

$19.95 a copy, plus $1.50 shipping. At
that price I would suggest thatyoubuy
more than the one copy most ofyou re-
served. It would be a good idea to give
one to a son or daugbterjust to prove to
them that you were in the BIGWAR. I
remember General Patton giving a
speech to his troops before D Day and
tel l ing them that wh€n this is over you

won't have to tell your little gandson
when he asks "What did you do in the
war, grandpa?" that you were shoveling
S-inLouisiana. So the storygoes. Also
give one to the local library or your
college library (it ought to be tax deduct-
ible).

The History, hardbound and nearly 300
pages with more than one hundred pic-
tures will be readybefore the reunion in
October. Gel your o.ders in now.

Hugh Graff
Historian

THEY KEPT TEEM FLyINGj Combat crews flew the planes

but theground crewskeptthem flying. Shown l€ftto r ightare
ihree Flight Chiefs and one Crew Chief of the ?4lst Bomb
Squadron: M,/Sgt Lorenzo D. McCoy, Jr., Flight Chiefi ltsgt.
John D. Riffe, Flight Chiei lvtsgt. Luther E. Day,CrewChiei
wsgt. Rauol Bedard, FlightChiet TheLine ChiefwasAlb€rt
Hageman (not shown). The First Enginee ng Ofiicer was
Elmer Watters. He was the first ground crew member killed
when he went along on a slow time aircraft that hadjust re'
placed a #2 engjne. Il crashed near the field. The aircraft was
named Skeeter. Captain Burkle replaced Lt. Watters as
Engineering O1ficer. Note: Each flight chiefhad responsibil-
ity for 6 to 8 bombers and each aircrafX had 3 to 4 persons

assigned for maintenance, jncluding the crew chief.

ATRIBUTE to the crew on the Sround that kept the crew in

the air. Leon Jordon can take his crew to wreck havoc on the
Third Reich bccause ofthe njghtlong work ofthe crew chief
andhismaintenancepersonnel. (Namesunknown,photol€ft)

Hats offto these men and all the unheralded Sroup ofline per

sonnel for their contribution to the success ofthe 455th Bomb
Group.
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Bits and Pieces

Bob Greenqutut wdtas that they
picked up their new B-24 in Topeka,
Xansa6, Flew to Giola over the southern
&ute, including a perilous hop from
Natal to Dakar because offsulty flight
inshuments which were changed in
Marrakech. They had anticipated going
into combat with this new B-24but were
fatedtotum itoverto others upon land-
ingin Ciola. That wa6 the fate ofmany
new planes coming overseas, not only
the originsl crews bul replacernent
crews. They flew as individuals with
other 437rd crews, filling in where
needed,until they inhedted an old B'24
and they flew as a crew until they were
sbot down overMunich, three days after
D-Day. The ajrcraft that th ey inh eri ted
and flew together into history wss the
LeakingDeacon. Bob says thatthey lost
track ofBuddy Paudce, acrew member,
several decades ago and would appreci-
ate any help in locatinghim.

Edgar. Sherrick writes th at Leon Buck
Jordon and all the EM's on the original
team were not welcomed by the Lull-
waffe on a mission to destroy the Mosse-
beirbaum oil refinery on June 26, 1944,
and his one one of the B-24s lostin that
foray. Crew members Adair and Sher-
rick are now neiglbors in Bradenton,
FL, having met after 46 years during a
visit ofthe "All Ame can" B-24 in Feb-
ruary 1990 at the Sarasota-Bradenton
FL airpod.

Ead Fitch \,vrites that his crew flew
from May 31, 19{4 to August 22, 1944
and were on their 41st, mission when
they were shot down and taken prisoner
by the Germans. Tbey rvere with the
?4oth Squadron.

Charles McArthur writes that their
plane, TURBO-CULOSIS was the first
al l  si lverB-24in the 455th BombCroup.

Henry Par'is, Ball Turrct Gunn€r on
Bob Cook's crew, ?43rd Squadron,
writes that he remembers being in the
hospital at Bari with your Editor. Atthe
same time Marlena Diet ch wss there
with a sorc throat, and a quiet sign on
her door. He says that I came by his
bunk in my wheelchairand together we
wentto Marlena'sroom to cause protest
noise and di sturbance. Marleneeventu'
ally came out and autographed Henry's
cast. ED: Il's hatd. for meta belieue thdt
I uould do somelhing lihe that!

Dick Humphrey writes that the last
issue of the Cerignola Connection
brought back old nemories. Part icu-
larly the foto ofthe Pit. He says that it
washere thatthefirst mail cal l  was held
and he received four letters. Dick also
says that the Sky Wolf was one of two
orjginal aielanes still flying missions.
What was the other- Fearless Fifinella.
Fi l inel la was crewed by M/Sgt

Betsinger, and Dick was on this clew.
Fifinella hds some early retuns be-
cause of superchargers, but then went
on to mske 42 missions shaightwithout
an ER.

Did You Know - that if we could have
the first 24 presidents of the United
States stand next to each other with
both srms extended sideways, left to
right, toward each other with fingertips
touching those oftheir neighbors, they
wolr)d form a straight line extending
from Wa6hington to Cleveland.

WHOOPS - Summer 1990 issue, page
10, foto upper right, 742nd dispensary,
kneeling left to r ight, f irst
oirman...that's Anthony Lisena instead
ofPvt. Ketcham. Sorry about that!

Six Hours On Oxygen, intense cold,
deafeningnoise, con stant vibralion and
one-in-three chance of completing your
tour were the average prospects of the
bomber crews in 1943 and early 1944.
Many brave young men did not retum.
More than 50,000U.S. airmen werelost
in the air campaigns sgainst Germany.
Later in 1944 the tide began to tum.
Long'range P-51 fighters could escort
the bombers on the deepest raids into
Germany and the bombing offensive
grew to aclimay, destroying Germany's
capacity to resist.
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Bomber Crew Reunites 45 Years After Chaos-

frcm the St. Bernard /Plaquemines Bureau:

The 10'man crew would never forget Sept. 13, 1944. The;r
B-24 waslosing altitude andfuel as it limpedback to Italy afler
a bombingrun far behind the German lines in World War II.
The planehad released its bombs over a synthetic oil refinery
and enemyfire punctured a fuel tank and shotout an engine.
Now, suddenly facing a range ofmountains in Yugoslavia the
place couldn'tfly over, the crcw was lelt w;tb no choic€ but to
bail out over German-occupied territory. Seven ofthem were
able to reassemble and return to Italy in about nine days, but
three spent months behind enemy lines, struggling to stay
alive and not be captued by the Germans. Sound like a great
novel? It would be, but this was for real. And eight ofthe 10
rnen gathered last weekend for a reunion, almost 45 years to
the day after they bailed out. "I landed in a tree," sajd Mike
Stohlman,host ofthe reunion athis home in Chalmette. "I got
out of the trce and run up in the hillside because there wss
figbtjng in the valley...ifI had drifted over about 50 feet into
thevaltey, Iwouldn'tbehere,"saidStohlman. Atage20hehad
manned the plane's top turret and was now hidingin ihe hi l l
side becsuse the enemy spotted him descending in his para-
chute. He couldhear the commotion as the soldierslookedfor
him. He was one ofthe seven who found English and Ameri-
can agents in the hi l ls, helping downed airmen back. It  was
tougber for Wesley Powell, pilot. He was the last to bail out
and was separated from the others. He went for scven days
withoutfoodorwaterexceptforl ickingleavesformoisture and
a few raspberries. 'I was prctty close to a cotn field, bui was
so weak. I was having a lot of trouble.' Powell said. Tail
GunnerBill Hill ofMiramar, FL, had also been separated from
other crew members and said "We knew our only chance of
getting out was with the Partisans (Yugoslav Resistance

m€mbers fighting German rule)." Two months later Bill and
Powell found each other but were thrown in jail by the

Partisans who thought they were German infiltrato$. After

convincing their captors they were American fliers, Hill and

Powell were tumed over to allied agents who sneaked them

back into ltaly. The 10th crew member made it back to Italy

after hidingfrom the Cermans for several weeks. Flying days
were over for some ofthe crew, but not for Stohlman. Alter a
two-week resl period,he wenton to fly 26 more mi ssion s before

returninghome. NavigatorJoe Parkin \vho lives in Evanston,

IL, said "Il was a different era. This was the big one. We were

savingthe world. We were al) fired up." Stohlmanhosted the
reunion because the crew fel t  his home was central ly located

for the others who came from Georgla, New Jersey, Illinois,

Texas and Florida. Some ofthe eight men came with their

spouses and spent the rveekend celebrating, beginning with a
party Friday nigbt. Two ofthe crew members are deceased.

Stohlman said theideaforthe reunion came from Powel l ,  who
now lives in Seabrook, Texas They had not gotten together
betorebecausetheycou)dn' t6ndeverybody'saddresses, Afew

kept in touch through phone calls and Christmas cards but

they had never been assembled as a group again since the war.
And even though the reunion was the first time they had seen

each other since the war,  they plan tohaveareunion nextyear
Jn Georgia. IIow did Stohlman feel about seeing these men

after 45 years? "It's somethingyou can't put a value on. You
just can' t  exp.css i t .  I t 's just elat ing," Stohlman said. This
455th World War II bomber crew contajned the following
mcmbers: Bi l l  Genni l l ,  Wesley Powel),  C. O. Kel l ,Joe Parkin,

Charles Oltarzewski, Ceorge Harvey, Robert Belding, Mike

Stohlman, Loren Rit tenhouse and Bi l l  Hi l l .
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(1)TheU.S flag shourd b6 Entor€d
8nd ar rhe highssr poinl wh6n dis-
prayed on irs staltwilh oth€r tlsgs.

(5) ll olher lla$ aro llown on th€
same srall with lh€ lJ,s. itao. rh€
Anencan rl.9 shouldbepb;;d.t

(4 when displayod over a 6t,set.
lh6 llao should bE sus0snded v€r
rlc.llv.'lhe unlon will ba to lho nonh
In an €ast-wsst {rs€t, and lo lhe
sast in a nonh.soulh 3keet,

(8) Du,ing Ih€ unvoiling ol monu-
m€nls br slalugs lh€ lrag lhourd
nev€rbe used as a cov€ring.

(10) Ouring lne ralsingor lowsing
ollhe lla9, o.dur ngilspassagein
a pa.ade, all presenr shoold tace
rh6 llag. sland al atonrion and
saluts wirh righr hand ov6r rh6ir
h€ads. M6n should l€move lhsir

ffi=

(11)wh€n th6 NationalAnihem ls
prayed, all pr6sent should f aco lh€
iag and salule. Men snould remov€

(12) The lrag should alw.ys hav6
rh€ posi(on ol honor on speators
platiorms, standing to lho right ol
th€ speake,. All olheillags should
belothesp€akers l6fi.

MEMORIAL
DAY

(14)wh€n thsllag isflown at halt {15)TheAm6 canllaqloaturcsl3
slafi, il should tirsl b6 elevared ro horizontal sirlpss-s€vsn ol lhem
peak position, held lhe€ monen- arered and sir white.In lhe upp€r
lanly and lowe.ed. Al lh€ day s end. quaner ol rho tlag nexr ro rho slaff
lh6nagshouldagainb€elevatedto are whilo live-poini€d sl.rs lhal
peal posilion belo.o low€rinq. designaEeach stals.

s
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IT IS STILL AN INTERESTING STORY...The above ME 109 was flown into the 455th airbase bv a

Rornanian pilot with a captured Ame can POW aboard. The only friendly identificatjon was a hastily
painted American flag on the side. Higher ups wouldn't let us ke€p this aircralt, either.

FINAL FLIGHTS .

It is with deep reFet that we learned ofthe last flighls of
Major General Bil) Berg of742nd Squadron and CoJonel
Phil John of Group Headquarters. G€neral Berg passed

away October 5 from an aneorysm and heart by-pass
operation, and Colornel John, Septernber 21, 1990, from
complications stemming from pneumonia

Phillip J. John was a T€xas A&M gladuate and a Texan
through and through. He had an extra-ordina ry sense of
humor and was an excellent Group Execulive Officer' He
had a wide range offriends and got thjngs done for the
group when anyone else could not. He was a Sreat asset to
the organization and will be deeply missed.

Billjoined the group at Clovis, New Mexico and was as
signed as Adjutant to the ?42nd Squadron. The ?42nd had

just been activated snd was in the ptocess ofgaining
equipment, ground support, personnel and air crews, Many
things had to be accomplished in a very short period of time,
preparatory to an overseas war time assiSnment. Bill's
knowledge, managerial ability and leadership was the
cohesion that caused this organization to become opera-
tional in record time. In late 1944 or early 1945, Bill, as a
Mjor, was reassigned to another l5th Air Force Group
rrithin Italy as Executive Of{icer. Bill's wife is from Cerig-
nola, Italy. He met her while stationed tler€ with the
?42nd Squadrun. Upon his return ftom ove$eas, Bill held
various stsff assign m en ts throughout the Air Force and the
Department ofDefense. He retired as a Major General
after many years of service. Bill will be sorely missed by his
associaies, friends and family.
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FINAL F LIG HT - It is with deep regret that we Ieam of the last fligbt of Col. Ralph Cladwick who passed away March

1b,1991and wa6 buiied at Fort Bliss,Texasl Col. Chadwick was a Life Membe. ofthe 455tI Bomb GrcupAssocistion snd also

the Northwestern nepresentative. The colonel completed more than th irty mis sions a{ter arriving at th e ?41st Squadron in April,

1g44. he was shot down July ?, 1944 and remained a Pow for the balance ofthe war. we extend our sympathy to family

members and friends.

FINAL FLIG HT - Itis with deep regret that weleam thmugh the EX-POWBulletin thatWilliam Chapman ofKirkwood,

Missourie, passecl away February 25, 1991. During WWII he seryed v/ith the 455th Bomb Group, ?42 Bo b Squadron and

marched liom Luft lV. Hewasap soner ofwar for six montbs. He was amember ofthe Creater St. Loui6 Area Chapter of

AXPOW and is survived by his wife, Frances. We extend our sympathy to family members and friends

Did yOU knOW? tfr" asstt' Bomb croup Vras activated on 1 June 1943 at clol'ls, New Mexico. Inactivated in Italv,

9 September 1945. Redesignsted 455th Bomb Group (Very Hear,y). Alloted to the reserves. Activated in the US on 25 March

1942, Inactivated on 2? Jun e 1949. Redesignated 455th Day Fighter Group. Activated 25 July 19 56 Assigned to Tactical Fighter

Command wlere it is todayl

JUSt kidS dOing a jOb! Lr. Bower's son, Necl, is a pi lotfo' Pan Ame canAirways, He is st i l l  f i l led with admiration

thathisfather flew afou=renSne aircraft with thirteen other people on board across the Soulh Atlanticwith approximately 300

flyinghoursl All the young pilots ofthe 455tb Bomb Group djd a truly ma8!ificent flyingjob with minimal fllng time. And it

is obvious they received outstanaling support from ihe ground echelon. In 1940 the requir€ment for a 4'en81ne co_pilot was a

minimum 0f3,500.

A nOte tO fOfmef POWS Of the 455th Bomb Gfoup: rhose who have not completed their protocol

or know of someone who ha6 not completed theirs, please give this youl full consideration as it may prove to be of great value

t you. This plogram is to help, not hurt you and may open the doors to other ways in which the VA may be of service t-o you

Hgfg'S a ngw bOOk-IN"O THE aIJNS OF pLOES?r and it's written by Leroy W. Newby. The fir6t book by Tec

(as he is known) was ?o rget Ploesti . Vieu From,4 Bombslg,lt and was very successfu). You rnay obtain 1N?O I:HE CUNS OF

PIODS?Iby sending $14.45 to: Ted Newby,346 Pinevjew Drive, Venice, Florida 34293'

MEMBERS - 741 Squadron

Th€ ?41st Squadron proposes to host a cocktai I Party for tb e attendees of th e 455th BG Reunion. Th e cocktail

party will be the evening ofFriday,4 October, 1991, in the dining room ofthe hotel

It, has been suggested that ?41 squadron members wisbing to hetp underw te lhe cost ofthe party send

contributions in the amount of$5.00 to $50.00 to:

H. W. Lanfod
5840 Cloudstone Courl
Naples FL 33999

please send ch ecks or m on ey orders. The scale of th e party will be determin ed by th e amount of contributions

Any surplus will be held by a ?41 Squadron Treasurer (to be appointed) for future enteftainment projects.
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LITTLE BOYS, COLLECTING TOYS...nt", disabred aircrart were forced into the
.155th airbase, with much off  dury t i Ine :rnd hard ! \ork,  maintenance perso ncl  got them airworthy
again. Then squadr.on pi lots would f ly lhem for ' lhe fun of i l ,  Lrnt i l  someone higher up got wind of i i ,  and
took them sway. Top, group B'25: cenler ?-11st P-39i bottom, 7: l ,1rd P 40.


