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REUNION'93
Lou Haosen and his dear wife, Frances, are literally
swamped with reservation returns for the 1993 Vulgar
Vulture reunion. This promises to be t}le biggest, best-
ever reunion that the 455th Bomb Group has ever had.
And to make it even more special...it's the 50th anniver-
sary ofthe group.

This year when you retum to Langley Field you'll be
back with a few grey hairs and probably you have put on
a little more weight, but you'lI retum yrith a lot of
enthusiasm as you see familiar sights, meet old buddies,
and recall pleasant memories.

So, get your flight plan in today. Sit down right away and
fill out the reservahon blanks that you have received. If
you've misplaced ihem, give Lou Ha.nsen a call ̂ +,7I2-
262-7237 ot writel. P.O. Box 6125, Spencer, Iowa, 51301.
Lou will get a reuoion packet into the nail that very
saae day.

Briefly, here are some vital facts:

Place: Norfolk Airport Hilton Hotel, Norfolk, Virginia

Date: Wedaesday,29 Septe6berthroughSaturday,
October 2, 1993

SpecialRoomRate: $58 single/double./tripley'quadoc-
cupaacy, plus 9.57o tax.

Highlight of the reunion wil be a special 50th anniver-
sary memorial plaque dedication at langley Air Force
Base plus a tour ofthe base and lunch at the NCO CIub.

Thursday night will feature the 455th Bomb Group
rcception, and the Katz & Jammers Band. A.nd for your
social conveuience the group hospitality roon will be
open for busiaess during most reasonable hours.

Many special tlurs have been arranged includiag the
Virginia Air & Space Museuo, NASA, Langley Re-
search Center, historic Fort Monroe, Norfolk Naval
Base, Colonial Williamsburg arrd Yorktown.

That s it in a nutshelMf you miss tlf s reunion, you'll
oiss a greai event that's just waiting for your reserva-
tron.



Lou Hansen, Your Chaplain's Corner On The -

Executive Director is POW PraYer .lqke't, Selt
Tlytng to Locate:

...anyore who knew 1st Lt. RodneY
B. Teel (deceased) or w,tst a member
ofhis crewin the 74lst Bomb Squad-
ron. Also, needs a set of orders
Iisiins his crew. He maY have been
a co-pilot when he left for Italy from
Ftoridaon 21MaY 44 IIis daughter,
Lauren, has joined as an associate
lcember and Plans to attend the'93
reunion. She hag no crew list

... anyone who kne w 19t Lt Edwin F'
Zdunkczyk or was a memmr ol llls
crew in the 742 Bomb Squadron'
Also need a set ofordere listing his
crew. He gerved as ass't oPs olEcer,
7 42nd,.

...alvoue who knew a Lt Owen D'
Bla;kinship in the 743rd Bomb Sq'
Witlian O. Blankenship waa also a
Dilot in the ?43rd BoEb Sq Need
orders listing either or both clews'

...copies of t}Ie 455th Group. News-
Ietterthat was apparen y pubtrsrleo
oontbly bY the Public R€latioDs
shoD, I have, Vol. 2, Dec 44 It isa
t"ri t""a"n." chest of tidbits from
each squadron and grouP and^fve
picked up several new naxoea ol-lel-
iows who did not ehow uP on orders
I received.

If vou can helP, send lettars and
iteEs to l,ou Hanseq Box 6125,
Spencer IA 51301. Thanks!

O Goil, we were in a straage land
A':ld among strange men'
And we wondered just when
Hostilitieg would end
We lived with it, woke with it
Aand would we die?
No one at home understood this
Alrd why.

Alone-alwaYs, lonelY, and
Filled with harm
Understood onlY bY a
Comrade_in-arms.
Love ofyour God, Your country,
And your own.
We uever lost faith in our
Loved ones at home

Our faith in God was our
Stronsest xoight;
Arrd eich ofus would saY to Him
In our prayers every nighi-
Help ui, o Lord, to live for Thee'
Because of our faith
Someday we'll be free'

Amen.

(E -POW Buttetin, October 1992)

Milton Berle flnds comedY material
in his visits with seniors. He tells
this storyi

'I went to a rest home, and rnost of
the folks greatBd me withYea.Uncle
Miltie!' I saw one little old lady who
was 92, dozinginavheelchair' I put

mv arm arould her and said 'Don't

vou know who I am?' She looked at
me and. said, No, but if You ask at
the front desk, the/ll tell You!"

Gem of the DaY:
The follo\Ming is a note that.Junior
v/rote to his motbersb€! be nanoeq
her a so.so report cald: "DearMom:

English is easy Math are hard 
"

Schott's ctew and' the DAZZIJN D|ITCHESS



Somewhere in Italy
20 February, 1945

Dear Bellemere, Corbett, & Defenbaugh:

You will pardon me for this carbon-copy style ofcoresponilence but the hour is late and I have pictures I want
to enclose and get along the way to the three ofyou.

No doubt you are almostup to date onnews here so there is little I can say alongthatline. Thayer and Keefer
are both finished. McCauley and Baltzell have already done some more fine work together - particularly
on a different t1pe target, for a change, on the 16th, Success that day, ofcourse, is probably partially due
to the fact that I "briefed"! Haley, with cooperation ofall, is coming along fine in Operations. Sgt. Abe Aziz
had his one-man shack bum down with ever;rthing he owned - hejust left his fire goinglong enough to check
his mail. Ovenis on orders for his 7th Oak LeafCluster to his Air Medal, is promoting a barber shop quartet
for competition in the theater (I'm Special Sereice Olficer now, too).

Some goodUSO shows are beginning to come this way, finally. Seats can be had ifone starts out here about
three hours ahead of time - there's no standing room an hour before show time for such as a girlie variety
"Art Thou Cooking" arrd "DArtaga and his all-girl orchestra." A couple ofotJrers are on their way. I hop
you fellows will be able to see some ofthese shows when they get back to the U.S.

Last night we celebrated Texas-Thayer night at the club in true Vulgar Vulture style. How we managed
to make all preparations and yet completely surprise Thayer, I'11 never know. Only guest was Keefer who
saw to it that Rock showed up a little alter 8. All lights were doused and then flashed in his face with the
assembled throng singing'Eyes ofTexas." Fralme had some good cowboy murals done in crayon. Plenty
of purple passion was on hand. A skit on Thayer was a riot. Despite my "emceeing,' Zane and Shumard
brought down the house as seamen on the USS Texas,listening to Thayer up-chuck off-stage. Buck Marple
played Thayer and had big tin leaves and ribbons and medals. Capt. Jones stole the show as "Connie'-

greeted Thayer in a two-piece bathing suit (grapefruit for effect) and was lovelyin lipstick, G.L shoes, ard
red mop wig. Melton played Connie's father, the General, with shotgun to remind Thayer ofpromises
allegedly made at Langley. "Hey, Rube," "bleeding the eel," 'scraping the dial," etc were all worked in the
lines. Later we had five girlie "strips'in spite ofdrunls at the ringside-also a darn good cold plate ofbeef,
ham, french fries. etc.

Best ofluck to you. Be sure to rememberitis Meridian, Miss- ifdown that way. My name is in the telephone
directory.



Bits andPieees
Rub a Dub Dub -
We Found Out Whose
in the Thb

I was pleasantly surprised to oPen
the Wir:ter 1992 Cerignola Connec'
tion and frnd mY Picture on Page
two. The tbree unidentified bathers
were all from the 740th Squadmn'
not the T42nd Front to r€ar are
Brian Dawson, Warren Miller and
Lawreuce Beh.rens.

Warren C. Miller

An Appeal From ItalY

'I have just retumed from a tour of
Italy and to the areas that mY grouP
inhabited during WWII.

"Upon our arrival in Cerignola I was
approachedby Caanone Savino. Via
Siadano, Z, F1042, Cerignola (86)'

phone 0885/423415, requestin g help
}n locating the man that saved his
life on or about Janualy 12. 1945'
From the newspaper cliP it would
aDpea.r that 6ve Young Een were
losi when a bridge scalTolding on a
bridEe across the Ofanla River (just
south of Cerignola) collapsed One
of these men was Cannone's brother'
Thrrl an interpreter, I was iold that
Cannone was also thrown into the
river, but was saved bY an Arneri-
can, believed to be a Major and a
Bombardier. Mr. Savino would like
to find this man to thank him for
saving his life.

"It would be appreciated ifvou would
Dublish this story in your newsletter
in hopes that we can helP Cannone
Saviao find his maa."

I s lFranh C. O'Bannon'
Lt Col. USAF Ret
Presi.dent 461st Bomb GrouP Asso'
ctation

Letters From Stateside
'I'm so glad You were -shot down
before flying became so clangerous'

From a fiance: "Dear John; I just

!oarried your father - Love, Mother'"

"I wonder ifyou as sick of the war as
we are?"

"When your brother heard You were
a POW, he rushed right out and
joined the Home Guard."

"It must be frightfullY hard to be
Iocked up all the iime, Ho\.ever,1t
should be easier under such Pleas-
arrt surroundings."

'You must have heard about Pete
a-rrd Johnay beingMlA Don't worry,
I'll avenge them." (from a war de-
partment emPloYee)

'Keep yourchin uP It won'bbe long
now." (to a Bril ish POW - 1940)

"Joe's in Stalag Luft L PoPin and
see him sometime "

An Old Timer Loved GoIf

An old timer loved golf and could
still hit the ball, but couldn't see
where itwent. One daY the Pro told
him, "Charlie, I've got the right
partner for you. Tom's about Your
age and he's got eYes like a hawk "

When the two old fellows went out,
Charlie wondered whY Tom would
want to play with hio. Onthefirst
tee, Charlie hit a long drive, then
said to him: "Did You see where rt
went?"

"Yes,' replied Too, "but I forgot "

Regulations

Ope.ation of akcrall as set lorth by the
UNITED STATES AIR SERVICE.

1. Dgn't lake the machine inio the air

unless you are satislied il will{ly

2. Never leave the ground with the
motor leaking

3. Don'lturn sharplywhen taxiing. In-

stead of turning short' have someone
lift lhe lail around

4, Neverget outol a machinewiththe
motor running until the pilot .elieving
you can rsach the engine conlrols.

5. Pilots should carry hankies in a
handy position to wipe oll goggles

6. Riding on lhe steps, wings orlai lol
a machine is Prohibited

7- ln case lhe engine tails on lakeoll'
Iand straighl ahead, regardless ol
obslacles.

8. No machine musl laxilaslerlhan a

man can waK.

9. Do not trust lhe altitude instruments-

10. lf you soe another machlne near
you, get out ol iis way

11, Belore you b€gin a landing glide,

see lhat no machines are under You

12. Hedge-hoPping will not be
tolerated.

13. No spins on back ortai lsl ides wil l

be indulged in as they unnecessanly
strain lhe macnlne

14. Pilots will not wear spurs while

l lying.

15. ll emergency occurs while flying'

land as soon as You can

(Published January, 1920 )



Sweatin' It Out" Shot up very bqd,, wounded crew, h.Do engines
feathered., nahing a forced landing at Sinella, Itab, MoU 25, 1944.

Sweatin'It Out
Jim Bates writes that Of Sweatin'
It Out just never s€ems t! get pub-
lished. He says that Tuil� Schoeue
is one hell ofa good pilot. The pic-
tures ehow their crash landing at
the little British air ffeld at Senello,
Italy. It was the enil of good old
Se,eatin' It Out (and Jim's missions,
too, as he was wounded pretty bad.)

Front ms', left to right, Waldo Cush-
ing, waist gunner; Floyd Paloer,
ball turret gunner; Lendon Lump-
kin, Engineer; Harold Berg, tail
turret gunner; JiE Bat€s, waist
gumer. Back row,left to rigtrl Rslph
Davis, bombardier; Orris Colmaa,
co-pilot; Bud Schoene, pilot; Renord
Haywood, navigator.

The end of a grand.6ld, wanior, ba.ch
ftotn her 40th missian.



Helmet liners off to the
740th Armament Section

Bach row, S/SGT. W Ziobra, PFC K. Miller,
PFC C. Gregory, SGT J Wade, PFC J. Clark,
CPLD. Bachmann, CPLJ. Bouska, LtT. Shim'
rock, PVt J. Thomas, PFC J. Maca.rio, PFC J
Eby, T/SGT W. Hays, If/SGT W Hays, trIlSGT
A. Riewe, ?iird row, CPL H. Sp€er, PFC A
Tumer, S/SGT R. Pacey, CPL H. Isenstien,
CPLC. Kirchgessner, SGTW Haggadone, CPL
L. Seum, S/SGT G. Cassiedy, SGT R. Bradley,
S/SGT R. Kelly, Secozd ro4, SgtM. Wiles, PFC
D. Dyer, CPL J. MacAvoy, CPL C. Murphree,
SGTH. Ray, CPLJ. Merkle,PFC K.Jones,PVT
D. Buckmaster, S/SGT T. Smith, Front Rou,
CPL H. Boerum, S/SGT B. Rice, SGT H. Gui-
[on, PVT J. Thomas, S/SGT J. Hunt, CPL W.
Mislik.

.:. :- .
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Putting a few pegs on those holes on the golf course,

Hugh GraIIhas solved the mystery ofbad putts. It involves golfshoes andthe usual eight little pegspikes oneach

sho-e. Hugh says that with eight pegs a shoe, that makes 16 pegs a pair. So, when someone lines up a putt on the
green, th| punch 16holes inlhe turf. What's more, golfis usua.Ily played in a forsome. This meaas 16 pegs times

io,rr piayeri o.64 holes in the turf. Now, ifthere are 80 foursomes on a course ill ary given day, you have 51,120

holes inihe green. In 30 days, the totaljumps to 153,600 holes punched in the green. Ifyou add the holes punched

by golfers sinply walking across the green, you're probably talking about millions of holes. "Now then, is it any

wonder you can't make a putt" Hugh asks.

45sthBG,743 BS, Langley Fieltl, VA, peeling aff for a landing A udist gun uieu of a uaist gunner ' Jim Bdtes!



455th Bornb Group Has Roots!
We recently published exerpts from Tom Lyle Mitehell's
455th Bomb Group newsletters. Original letters were
found dating up through December 15, 1950. Since then
we have received several additional lett€rs and have
extracted itens ofhterest for you.

From the Ma.rch 22, 1951 newslztter

Al Coons is makiag arrar:gements for "Dog" Reunioo to
be heldin Columbus, Ohio, August, 1951. Howard "Rip"

Miller arranged a midi reunion party at the Diamond
Horseshoe in New York tJris past Jaauary. In addition
to Rip and Edith, Marie and myself (Mitchell), Max
Weine, Dr. Walt Frankel, Bob and Dot Archibald, Rube
andVivianBellemere, the Tom Ebingers, Jim Campbells,
Joe Cedars and Isidore Horenstein attended. Saw Russ
Felzer of Milwaukee at The Plaza where Holeproof
Hosiery were in attrcndance at a hosiery show. Belle-
mere is on active duty with the reserve program at
Mitchel Field. Archiba.ld is a special sales representa-
tive for Bigelow Saaford Carpet Compaly. Campbell
has his o$n priniing business. Miller is merchandising,
specializitrg in sales t! post exchanges, Frankel is
practicing dentistry in New York and Peekskill. Iloren-
stein is teaching in high school and reports a gowing
family. Max Weine's book is in the hands ofa publisher
and we wish him guccess. Bill Berg is with Continental
Air Command at Mitchell and Pete Guerrero has his own
comoercial photo shop. It's good to hear from Chigger
Brown, ex-flight chiefin the 740th and noE' Manager of
the Chamber of Comaerce at Paragould, Arkansas.
Also glad to hear from Tligger Dawson, ex-gunnery
olficer and now back with Ashland Oil at WilliaDsburg,
Ohio. Jack l,ockitt is in advertising with Rock Products
of Ne$' York City. W. O. Barnard wrote asking for
pictures or tregatives, on loan. Ernie Withers is with
NuGrape. Chili Williams is back in uniform. Bob

Horton wdtes ofhis pleasure at the Milwaukee reunion.
KennetJr Braily is connected with Girard L. McEntee
and Son Insuralce. Jim Gould is back on active duty
yrith the Brunswich, Georgia, National Guard. Joe and
Edrra Craighea<l visite<l Birmingham receatly and we
enjoyed lunch anil two eveningE together. Howard
Helfer writes fiom Clarence, New York. Jane Living-
ston from Pauls Valley, Oklahoma Paul is trow Ean-
ager of ttre field Tavera" there. It is now Captain R. N.
Sterling, Hq. Second Air Force, Barksdale AFB, Iouisi-
arra. Viviaa and Michael Armando are in Chicago,
Illinois. Thanls to Everette Crumpler for the trane snd
address ofthe former 740th Operations Sergeant, Giles
Crowell, now Cities Service Oil Distribut r at Raleight,
North Carolina- I.eo Stopa i8 in Detrcit, Michigao.

From the ,Iuly 20, 7957 newsletter

Daniel Bell is an attorney in Newark, New Jer€ey. Dall
was headquarters PX Sergeani. Maggie Curti8, (Red
Cross coffee and donut girl) ie now livingin Buffalo, New
York. Earl Greaver is in Baltimore, Maryland. Rocco
Chiletti is in Montrose, Pennsylvania. W. O. Bamard is
still looking for pictures or negatives, PFC Bolester J.
Wojoiechowicz is now connected with the Penasylvania
State Police at Doylestlwn, Pennsylvania.

January 1951 Dia,nund, Horseshoe Mini Reunbn, On
the Ieff (stand,ing) Isid,ore Horenstein, Mrs, and Mrs, Joe
Ced.arc (seated,) Rip Millzr, Mitchell, Dove Bellzmere
and Tom Ebinger. On the fight (std,nding Mrc. EbinBer,
Mrs, and Mr Bob Archibald,, (seqted,) Ma& Weine, Viuian
Bellzmere, Mrs, Mitchell and Mrs, Miller. Also oresent
were Dr. Wqlt Franhel, and the Jim Campbells.



More Roots Newsletters
Keep Showing Up!

Fron flre June 1949 Newsletter

Newslett€r T$in girls greeted Mary and Willie Wilkes.
The Lelard Youngs are settled in Clevelarrd, OhLio.
Datid Brothers is now a Junior in the Pennsylvania
State College of Optometry. Dave was a bombariher in
the 742nd and was "hno&ed dowa" over Vienna June 26,
1944. Bill Richard has graduated from W & L Law
School. Earl Howsam is now working in the U.S. Senate
as Adoinistrative Ass't to Seaator Ed Johnson. Captain
Taylor is back in the service as Base Military Tlaioing
Officer at Lowry Field in Denver. Ed Harris reporis that
John Van Iear is now married and in the insulaiing
business at Muscatine, Iowa. George Tlbovich is in the
Phillipines, Adj. ofthe 5th Photo Group. Don't forget to
send me 200 Lier if you'd like to help cover newsletter
postage and proDrotion for the reunion.

ChristEas Eve, 1947

Two surprise visitors in recent weeks were a real pleas-
ure. First, who should turn up in xoy offrce but JelTDavis
(Bombardier ofSweatin' It Out) ofTie Plant, Miss. Je{I
had his lovely wife with him and Marie ald I were happy
to be able to share an evening with them while they were
here. A few days later, Jack Reeder walked in. Jackis
with Coca Cola in Dayton, Ohio. He takes pride in his
110 acres outside of Dayton where he rarses chickens,
ducks arrdpalominos. Captain James Shuoardbecame
a husband last June 14 and calt be addressed at Wright
Field, Ohio. Jim has seen John Brown in New York. He
also reports having dinner with Charles Ziegler who is
now in t}le clothing business in Medina, Ohio. Captain
Graham, 741st, is also at Wright Field. Robert Ferris is
teaching and coaching at Sheldahl, Iowa. Joanne and
David Woodlock anaounce a new baby boy. Ted Crews
writes thatthese letters bringback fondmemories ofthe
best bunch of fellows ever gathered in one spot. John
Nash has announced his marriage to Arline Mower.
Glenn Garber atso to Betty May Brook Saw Jim Gould
in the hotel lobby the other day. He was at a Ford
conve4tion. Dick Himes is now in Dayton. Bechtold is
backin the U.S. at Ft. Worth Army Air Field. The Wilkes
stopped by the other day - andl missedtJrem. Most ofus
will recall most favorably our Wilkes of lYansportation
days ilr Italy. On two occasions I saw our old a/c
inspectors Joe Craighead arnd Earnest Williams. Joe is
v/ith the Plant Food Division ofSwift and Co. Ran into
Bill Berg, who is in uniform arDd is stationed near
Columbus Georgia. P. Bailey is in the general insurance
business in Oklahoroa. Fuller Haryington tepoits that
all is well in Jackson, Miss.

St. Patrick s Day, 1947 Newsletter

Met Lemy Crum, 740th SE in an Atlanta restaurant the
other day. Crum is at Keesler Field. Jim Gould has
joined his father's Ford agency in Brunswick, GA. Tom
Scheeren is in law school. The Alex Armstrongs have a
new baby. l,arry Young is studying mechanical engi-
neering at Carnegie Tech. Ex-Almament "Coke" Co-
conower is aa engrneer with the Western Company.
Coke was with George Defenbaugh, D.A. Smith ard Bill
Huled at U.O. last year and enjoyed visits by Crandall
Jones, 742nd engineer & Henderliter. Rudy Krueger's
letter was returned from Anchorage, Alaska. Paul
Livingston has been in the hospital. Baltzell had lunch
with J. F. Brown in New York recently. Ramey's Christ-
mas greetings were signed "Tom and Pearl and Jeanne
Marie" and the return address not€d at Fitzsimons
General Hospiial, Denver, Colorado. Ed Jobrson *rites
from Mather AAtr', Sacramento, California. Warreo
Slaughter is fulfrlling a life's ambition to become a
minister. He is attending Wheaton College. Sol Court-
marr is stying medicine at T\]larle. He had a nice visit
with Joe Dreher, who is 'rnth an accounting firo. Howie
Helfer is now married. Gene and Wayne Mertl have
arnounced the addition of a baby boy. Rock Thayer
writes to me nget on the ball!" Coconower said he saw you
somewhere in the Oklahoma (or Texas) oil fields. Ruth
piper sends the good word that "Pipe," origina.l executive
ofthe 743rd, has conqueredar old physical iDlpairment.
Full colonel Hugh Graffisback ard expects tobein civies
soon. Don meadows hag his own insurance business.
Hamilton Frost is with General Shoe in Nashville,
Tennessee. Carl Barr is at Drake University. Tim and
Mary Swearingen welconed a ten-pound baby boy last
September. Jimmy Goostree is in Chicago with a new
restaurant, The Minute Grill. Don Kahley is the Cap-
tain in charge of reserve training at OIfutt Field, Fort
Crook, Nebraska. Bob Newberg is at Drake. John
Jureka wasn'ton ny nailing list but Haney showed him
our last letter ia the Offrce.s Club ofATC in Washington.
Jeff Hovie is in St. Paul. Jureka was in Dallas when
Snooks got mar.ied - Melton, Haley, Jobrs, Lanford alrd
Durkee were there at the tide and Pappy Crews andJim
Brown a bit earlier.



From the August 14, 1946 Newsletter

Pappalardo went to work with a:e accountiag ffrm in
Conn. Dr. Bill Laz arus treated Marie and your:s truly to
a swark New York suplxr club recently. David Earl was
born to Mr. and Mrs. Beverly Brookshire at Pueblo,
Colorado on December 28, 1945. C'ot quite a kick out of
seeing Tom Ramey (foroer MIA) io San Antonio. Dave
Brothers was with hia and neither had then recovered
completely from injuries. Coincidence caused roe to
meet Raoey again in June at a railroad ticket office in
Milwaukee arld he told roe it would be necessary to be
hospitalized again for six months or so. Bellenere wag
recruiting at Prescott, Arizona in January when he
advised me that a daughter, Jeaneene Kaye, had arrived
31 December 1945. Jeal] Baltzell is with Milbank,
Tweed, Hope, Hadley and McCloy in New York City. Al
Coons was at the University of Chicago. Pederson is in
school in Ames, Iowa. He has seen Otto Tinzmarr and
Doc Schuknechtin Chicago. SaidE. B. Morrison is Supt.
of Schools at Granger, Texas and "Rip" Miller is in
Latlies Underwear in NeE' York. Sol Felzer is in
Chicago. Jack Thomae is in California; Don Rawls. Lake
Charles, La. John Smith is in Houston; Frank Paige,
San Beroardino, California. He vrote that he was slad
to see Gendron safely back after bailing out and sp;nd-
ing llonths as a POW. Enjoyed receiving Christmas
cads froo Ray Perry, the Belleoeres, Glenn Garber, and
that old oail man friend, J. E. Fash. Jim Gould had his
picture in a Ford lxagazine showing his dent€d helrdet.
I happened across this in a dentist's olfrce, wrote Jilo.
arrd now hear that he is in Bchool at Emery University,
Georgia. "Rock" Thayer sent me a Christmas ca.rd f!o!o
somewhere in Mer<ico, where he was honeyroooning with
his Hollywood bride. Jeff Davis is back at fie Plant,
Mississippi. Jack Horner ofMontgoEery stopped in to
see us here in Meridian. He is selling building material
and burning up golf courses. Toda/s paper said that a
Jack Horner has won the Alabama state meet. Had a
nice letter from DuIIy Horan. Rod Clarke writes from
Rochester, N.Y. arld is contemplatingYale. Acardfron
Harold Linnewah of Calumeth, Iowa reminds us of the
exploit when he and Cust Mazoros came back throueh
the ll,alian lines. Ceorge Defenbaugb wrote that he w;
in school in Norman, Oklahoma - had seen Conconower
and reported yrith weather a 5 below last winter. Fuller
Gus Hairingtoo is back ir the bond business in the
Lamai Life Building iI! Jackson, Mississippi. It was
good to see Philip Bock the other day. Saw Dreher in the
St. Charles bar with a pretty airline stewardess in Sep-
tember a.nd saw someone frorx Gill's crew in Jackson.
bur couldn't place his name. Saw Dahlard Charrrier io
San Antonie and ran into Sol Courtman on the South-
erner. Talked vrith AIex Armstmng's wile in New York
- he was away on ar1 Export Airline flight. Heard that
Rex Grozner is flying in South America for alr oil outfit.

Remember 'Twin-Tai1s?' In the Lanar Hotel CoITee
Shop here ia Meridiana familiar looking fellow gr.eeted
me receotly-none other than Elocer W Taylor, 742ud,
ofBelle Fouatain, Ohio. He's flying about the country for
the Knowlton interests here and elgewhere.

December 18, 1946

Ex-bombardier JefDavis got married last April. Orria
Coloan is in radio eagineering arxd e4,ects to go to
Cucamanga Peak nert spring for t€levision work - asks
to hear from any ofyou, particularly any ofthe "Sweatiu'
It Out" crew. Major Alvin Coons is now Doctor Coons!
He's Ass't Prof of Economics at Ohio State Uaiversity.
Corrigaa and Joe Havris now live in neatby Cleveland,
S-2 Smitty is taking architectuE at Oklahorda and E as
one of the 5 Beaux Aite winners io the U.S. last vear in
his class. Bernie Bloom is married and back to work for
Lockheed, then into business for himself. he writes tbat
Suook and Reddy have married and Ham Froei ofNash-
ville has aleo announced his int€ntions. Rube Belleoere
is at, Williaos Field, Chandler, Arizona. Bechtold ig in
Gereaoy and the Bechtold'e are expecting. Cook is
married and the Keefers now have a daughter. Gordon
Leamed graduates thig month from Colorado. He ex-
pects to go after alr M.A. at Berkeley, Frank Fay is
farming at Harris, Kansas. The 'OId Adj.' P.W Neffis
now WS Neff, regulat army arrd is etationed in Mary-
land. J. F. Brcwn iB with the U.S. Aviatioo Underwritar8
in New York City, He reports thatr Doc Kollar is doing
nicely in Jersey and the sad news that Tom Dela.uey was
killed in Michigan when bailing out of a burniug plane.
Shumard is in for throe years...was last klown with ATC
in Memphis. Sonensoo is at the University ofWiscon-
sin. The Browns now have a fine gon. Photo-gunner Jim
C'ould is at Emory, Emie Withers, S-2 in the 454th is ia
Red Rock at the Red Rock Bottling Co. Tom Mitchell
writes; Christmas of1943 saw many ofus either on the
high sees or enroute by air to "destilation uo-known."
Those of you who flew will recatl the pleasant days at
Mitchell Field and the hospitality of Morrisou Field.
CMstmas of 1944 saw most of us iu ltalv.

Editor:
This issue featuI€s the last of Tom Mitchell's newslet-
ters that are available. If others can be found, yout
editor would appreciate copies so that these ca.n be
reprioted in pa.rt in forttrconing issues ofthe CerigDola
Coanection. Tom, who has made his last flight, is to be
recognized for establishing the original 455th Bomb
Grcup Aasociation and tJren doiug so nuch to try to hold
it together.

o



Colonel Lanford lVrites an Open L€tter to
Forrner Members ofthe 741st Squadron

(813X55-5412 5840 Cloudstone Court
Naples FL 33999

Sone yeals ago nov, perhaps 3 or even 4, the officers of the 455th
Bonb croup Associatioo asked me--as the original 741 Squadron com.nander--
to contribute a history of U€ 741st to the Group History. I ras vely sro{
in lesponding, Finally lhe Group gave me a deadline--aftel 9 months ol
pelhaps a year--and I finally began the 741 history.

-  h a d  n i . r r l - F s  n F  t 7  o f  r l e  ^ - i a j n r r  r q  - r F U <  _  r . F  r  r l n r o  o t  t h e

18th cre\f from Gene Hudson. I llad a nufiber of pictules of the ground
pelsonnel. Dr. HaI Schuknecht--our Squadron F]ight Surgeon--let rne bortov
a large nunber of his photos, t had some ofd orders and coffected mote.
Gene Hudson provided a copy of rThe Fitst 100 Missi.ons'" A-L Asch provided
copi€s of the 741 "War Diary' copied from microfilnr at the Historical center
at Boll ing AfB. (Seven monlhs are missing.) A nunber of olher people
provided experiences, ebc. Anl.way, the "history| grel.I ard gre\,r--Iike
Topsy. I provided all infoft\ation I gathered Lo the Group Hisborian'
Mucb of the material ras used in bhe Group History, although not necessarily
in the 741 Squadlon Chapter, So, a ?4I Squadron I'Palblal History" (volufie
I and Votume II) ],las leproduced and copytighted--about 650 pages, if I
recall correctly.

Then comes the Gloup Reu.'llon of october 199L. Here I found a large
number of repLacement crevs I had never even heald about. My inherent fair-
ness and other good quafities told ne lrhat surely these peopLe deselved to
be remerbered, I put lotices in "cerignola connection" asking for cre\,r
piclu.res and experiences. f nade an impassioned plea for pictules and
expeliences to the Group at irhe Group dinne! ab lhe october 91 leunion.
Welt, naybe noL the dinnerf but to an assenlcly of all rnenbers present at the
Reunion. Copies of Vols. I & II {ere a\,'ailable at the Reunion.

I discovered that somelhing Iike 55 replacenent crews had come tlEough
the squadron. I probabty have pictules of less thao half. I have rosters
of some clers r,rith no photo. Some clerr'/s are identified by the last name
of the pi1o1, only. I have read the nicrofiln copy of the 455 Group and 741
Squadron fron l4axrvell Historical cenler, lGxvell AFB, Alabama. I have sent
questd.onnaires to a nunicer of people a nu,Tber of times seeking additional
i.nforlnation- Due to the missing 7 nonlhs of the 741 "war Dlary" I'm suie
lhere are entire crers stiII unidentified. Some may be mis-idenlified.
Egq, considering the difficulty of connunication, the fact irhat adEncing age
blurs the nemory, lack of interest of sone, lack of time by others, etc.,
etc., I ajn satisfied tha! I have done as well as I can--all things considered.
I am not astlamed of the effoll'



thete rere some very nice cornpliments concerninq Vol. I and Vo1. II by
some very qualified people. Volume 111 has not been reproduced and circu-
lated so there llas been no eval-ualion as yet by others,

TtIe volumes are not printed. They ale reproduced by reproduct.ion
machines and paper bound. the photos in Vols. 1 & II ca.me out very rdell.
I will tlave Vol. lII reproduced in Naples, The photos, about 280, 1{i.11 be
hall-ironed for reproduction. The pages approxinate 525-530, They cllange
flequently due to old pholos received ol oLher infoftalion received. I
have leceived a large nunioer of photos from a large nunrber of people.
The wolk does not end with the reproductj.on of the volumes. The manuscript
must be dis-assenibLed and the photos letulned to Lheir rightful owners.

I viII attempt to include an estinrate of Lhe postage for the relurn of
the photos to their or,ners. I have included in lhe price the cost of
half-loning the photos, the reproduction of the pages, the binding, Lhe
cost of postage, the cost of reproducing sone photos, enlarglag others, etc.,
etc. My cost or Loss on VoIs. I  and I1 l .as about $1,000.00. I hope my
cost procedures on Vol. III vill enable me to break even or at least nearfy

I am presently vaiting on a document
sohe photos flon the Group Historian, and
I viI I  reproduce and mail the Vo1, II I  as
these iLems. If  you vant a copy, remit
History are just about hiseory!

Best personal regards,

from the Llbrary of Congress,
a photo from an individuar.
soon as possible after receipt o!

soon. My effolts on the ?4r

y'/u. q. "

11
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Wanted:
Durilg its time overgeas the 455th Bomb Group pub-
lisheil a Group Newsletter, this on a fairly regular basis.
Iou Hansen, and your Editor are lookiag for copies so
that material may not only be preserved as a part of the
group history but also that excerpts caa be published in
the Cerignola Cooaection. Ifyou have copies ofthis pub-
lication, please send them to Tom Ramey, 1211 Mont lair
Ct., Appleton, Wigconsin 54915. We'll copy them and
returo your originals to you, promtly.

Time Out!
Let's take a minute and talk aboui dues. We
cover this subject in about every issue of the
Cerignola Connection but with only modest
results. We doo't send out a dues nohce at year's
end, this in order to save on postage. We rely
entirely on your menory for paymeni.

Dues are due November 1 ofeach year for the fol-
lowhg year. As you read this issue, ask youself,
"Did I send irr my dues check?" And ifyou didn't,
stop forjust a moment aad do so today!

411thBomb Group Membership

Name

Street

Dste

Squadron

City

Stat€ zip

$15.00

$100.00

$?.50

Total Submitted

Make check payable to: 455th Bomb Group Association

Mail to: Iruis Hansen, P.O. Box 6125, Spencer, Iowa 51301

Telephone

Annual Dues

Life Membership

Membeiship Rostrr

45Sh Bomb
P,O. Bor 6125
Spencer, lowa PAID

Group Association, Inc.
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