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From Your
President

'lhere xre tv"() news itcnN fo
bling to y()ur xttentkrn.

fifst, we've extenclcd an invit.r
Li()n () Dr. Stephen Amlrlosc, his
",n Hut l r  . rncl  c l .Lrrrhtcr Stcph.rnrt- .
ru.er lrrr  \  rLL t l rc| |  \ t r .  Lr\r \  ro hc
oLt l  gucsts.  en( l0l l l  us xI  olr f
rcunion in Sr.  Louis,  l lo in
r r ! r ,  h t j r  T  h 1 \ c  r t t e i ' c r l  t e l c l h , r n e
n( ' f i f i r . t rk n fronr thc 5.rr 'ut . t r i  Lrf
t l re Arr lnr)se-Tubbs ol l icc thr i l  they
l((cPt ()r . rr  i , rv i t r t i ( )r ,  Lrrrcl  Ni l l
. r l lcr l ( i .  Wc hopc to hiv( l ) r .
Arulr |osc rLddrcss ouf .()n!cl l l i ( )rr  r1

l l is lxxt i .  "77).  \ t i ' ik l  l j l t r t ' : ' the
ll-21s (r'(r' OL.')nujtl' l:rt1-1t by
Sinr(rr  c\  S(hLlslrr . r ' ls schcclLr lccl  l i r r
ScpLernl)cf  20ol publ ic lr l (xr,  inrr  i ls
luLurch rrrai  be del lve( l  ufr i l  ( )uf
f( ,uni ,rn.  lhe lnx)k nrrv l )( .  : rv:Li l
r r l : r i r ' l t r r  pLrrchrse at th!  r 'cLrniorr,
s isrr .d hv Df.  Anrbftrse. ' fhcsc

c ertrLi ls hrve n(rt  l )ecn t ln,r l i7. .L i . )

Thc scconal ne$s i lem I i rnr
c\ritr(l iLl)our is: The 455th Bonb
Group Association Inc. .khxti()ns
rrrl.litccl r() buiicling thc National
Wodd war lI Memorial if
\\'lshingt(n I).(1., 3r'c in.-\cL'ss (l1'
S11).01)0. lh is phccs c-rur Bo r l r
( ; r ' (JL| l )  Associ] l ion s donxt i(n in the
I)ciincle|s (;itis" catcaory 'lhis is

drc sarrc clregorl rs tltc tSccr-'ntl
.\ir Di\ isi()n Ass(x:iirliof. 8th ^ir
Fofca . \\llch fepreserts ;L collt
binccl lLulber of bomb gr'oups' fh.r  Nrr i ()r1r l \ , i ) f l ( l  \V1r I I
ivcnrori;ll Ollice, in Arihgton \rA,
bils inlornred l|e that n-e havc.
gonc over S10,0(10. If y.ru would
likc ro ocld 1(]) ()Lrr t({xl. ancl I
cltcoullqe yolr t() al() s(J. Ill,llK voLLt
.onrribut-ion 1br rnxil code eccoirnr
VG)FE, $.hich iclenLifles it xs a
c().lriburion irr lhe neme of our
bornb group. Thcre is still neecl for
x. l . l i r ion:r l  aonn i l )Lr l i (nrs

.\ee ))ou in St.Iouis

The Wild Blue
Yonder

A ye.1r ()r so :lgo. manv ot vou
gd e leltef trom l)r Stcph:ln
Ambrose fequcstinEi alticles xh()Lrt
youf Wrxall cxperiences rtile
a ignccl to the 455th B(nrb (;roup.
vc hevc bce[ adYised l)y S]nrcn c\
Schuslcl ,  thc pubi isher () f  l ) l
Anrbrcscs'b(xt i ,  thxt i t  Ni l l  fu on
thc mirlict hy the encl ()f August
tlris yexr. 'lhc 

litle is " 7'1.)e V'iltl
Bl t te r i ) i idei ' .  Dr. , \ rr l ) l1)sc $i l l  l )c
our l lnnqucf spcLlkcr r t  ()Lrr  l in1l l
(onl ing lcrulr()r) ,  U/c l r()pc t()  h:rvc
scvc(rl copies (t' his booli thcfc lbf
l lLenclccs ()  pLr( i rL$( rn( l  hrvc Dr.
Al)r lnose si tn i t .  l .or thosc nd
rt tcrrding Llrc f . :Lrr i ()n,  go ro your
fuvori te b(x) l (  stor.  r l ld bu\ 1l

I)r. ,{mbrose sPencls his sunl
r l lc,r  r lc i r  I IL- lcnx. NIT;rnd is i r
nc ighbor of Ge()rgc iVI(lovcrn.
who w;rs rssignecl 1r)  th.-  7l  lst
Boo$ Sqdn :rs x pilor, tnd \\'ho
ilso spen.ls his sunrlla:ts ()lr llis
r':rn!h nexr Helcnr. They h.r.l ffe-
quent convcrsrlions. f)f. Anrbfosc
his \vdttefl nlxnv books rncl notcd
thrt the 15dr AF \{\\'-TI xctivitics
w. rc llxf.lly evef nrentioncd.
Whefexs. the 81h AF his h.L ]lltrny
bo()ks xnd nr.r\.ics covcriug dreir
xcti()ns. Thus, hc clcci.led t() wfite
a b.:rolt ilroul dre activities of ihe
15th Af-. The :i55th Uomb tlroup
\\'as .L source of informetioll 1br dlis

The 'vlld Bhrc ra del \rill be
veq- intcrcstillg to  embers ()f thc
4i5th Romb Croup Associ.r i ion.
\.ou [liglrt wxnr t() buy a copv or
t*,o fol vour- "famill' libran" .

Final Flights
Ncd Pxhl .i,/2000
Nxvigator, 7'+.lrcl SqLrNdr()n

Guy Rd)er l  Chxnrprcy 9/21,/2000
I'lijlhl Fnginecr

l]nmetl Hetzer l0/7,/2000
7/+2n.1 SqLr:rdron

Anclrc\\, Spcw.)ck (r'27./2(X)0
Nosc Tuuct tlunnel
Robil(l s crc\," 7.13rc1 SquLlcl()n

I )onal(l Lonc-fltiln 10,/l 1/10(X)
Vir ist  CLrnnc-f .  7, i1sl  S( lLrxdl1)n

I ieverl ,v Sn{)d( l /12l2r l0o
\Vil'e ()f ll()ss Strcd(,
7.i2nd Squrclroi

.,\ndrc$, I Jrcnndn | 2/251201)0
Ti lst  Squlclr(r ' l

nurl B Kcrt 5/1,1./2()00
743rcl  Squr( l f r)n
Nrvigxt(n, l.l()vd Il|1rnsor's crr'\\,

Cefl \X/. ajrro 7/-2011000
7.i lst Sclur([ron

Gf(JVer ( l levelxnd West 12,/1999
712nd SqLrxdr{)n

I lLrnrphrey Hosrrer 1 2./29/ 2000
\xvigxtrn, 74Lsr Squrdrorr

Our her|ts are \vith and synlputlries
go kr the loved rmes of thc i55rir

Reserve These
Dates! October 3 -
October 7

The 2001 Reunirn ot thc :i55d1
Bomb Group Ass(xrixtion $ill be
helcl flon Weclncsd:ry October J,
2001 to Srlndxy Octobcr 7 2001.
\Ire ll Lrc counting on lrru. This will
bc olrr bigilest, finest get tollcdrer



'--

Special Invitation
fo Widows

wi.lo$s ()f i55lh Bomb (lrorll:)

flembers irc cerl'Jtrll,v Nclcorue io

rtterrcl ()ur rclrnions. As Poirrted cnll

l1r  t l  s  iss lLe of  the Ccdgn() ]3 . ( r r l

ncdi ( )n-  \ !e . r lc  hxv ing x re l rn i ( )n

Lbls verr  in  St  T.ouis.  In  the Pxst
\ \c  $ i )u ld o.c iskrnxLl )  bc f ( r l t tnr rLe

--norLgh Lo Lrrue r $:i.l()\! itiencl

. : ruf  rc l rn i ( )ns.  \ i )u ldnl  i1  hc grext

il \\'e !(,uld gct ikeler|rl $'i.l(^rs to

. l f icn. l  ( )uf  reLrnkrn l  l i )  cr1. ( )Lr l1rgr '

Lhc $ i lo \ \ .s  l (J  r r tend th i r  k) r lhconr
j l )g  reLr t i . rn  in  Si .  l . ( ) tLLs.  t l re

Asso. i r t t i )n  \ \ i t l  L los l  r  l ) lc . rk l : ls t  j f

c lghl  of  r r r ( ) fc  \ \ ' id(^1 's  fegjs icr  t ( )

: rL lend thc r tLrn i ( ) r r  Thc lnei l i txst

\ \ ' l l l  ) (  iLr  $ 00rrnr  (x)  f r i . l r ! - ,  lhc 51h

,)1 OcL l f  i l rc  } l i r f r i ( ) t l  TI ( ) te l  . l in inF

l rn)nr .  OLu I ) rcs l ( l tn t .  i ' f r rn l i

L i r s h l r s l i \  r r n ( l  h i :  \ i l c .  l ) ( ) { l r \ .

i l | r ( l  ( )L | |  l ]xccrL i j \ ,c  t ) i r | ' . t . ) f .  CLrs

N r n . l t  r t n d  h l s  \ l l i . l \ l r t f i c  \ \ ' i l l  l l s ( )

r l l c n ! 1 .  l l  \ \ r  S r l  r r 1  l ( ] : 1  ! i S h l  N i ( l '

, ^ \ s  s i S n c . l  L L p  t o  ; r t t t  n L l  t l r t

| f u n i o  .  l l r ( i f  l ) r c i r l ( l i r s l  l n \  i l i r l l o n

\ \ i l l  1 ) ( ' i n  l l l c i f  ( g i s l f r r l r ( ) n  ! r r \ r _

L( , ln .  I \ ' r ln t )s  r l r (  \ '  \ \ r rnr  t r  - \ ' i l l l ^Y

! l . s i q r r i L l r ( l  l i L L ) L c  1 r L  l l i (  S : r ( r L n L r r , v

{ \ ' L n i r r g  l ) : L r r ( l r L c l  l h , r l  t x n  h c

( l (  )1ne \ \ idr ) \ 's .  i1) i r l  l rs :Lod

cDj '  ) \ ,  l l rL  lLrn l

Airport Marriott- 3
thru 7 Oct.

' lhc rrpt()1ninr 1i ; lh l ieLl ]r i ( )n
\ \ ' i l l  l ) .  f f  t l r f  Sl  IoLr is A'r ' lor l
\ I i r r  ()Lt .  Registr 'x l i ( )n sI ]Lls (xl

\\:.1hes.[.]\., J O.i()l]cr The
8l ln([ ]et  ! \ i l l  l )c , rrr  sxturdi l l  n iqhr,
r ' r  Ocr.  l ) . - t )rr ' rLrfe lbr l1()rLlc sl loLr l( l
be ph|ned lo letL\ c lhe tr lxui() tL i )r

rhc Slrndlv rr \or] l ing. a ()rL l l l rc
\ l r  L| iol l  \1. i l l  provi , : le t  nsPi)nr l l ( rrr
l)cL\\'een rhc St. Ldris -q.ir!(r'r x|(l
l l lc i r  txr i l i l ! .  S() \ \hcn \ou ]r f l \c xt
rhe r\upi)rr Lrc slrrc l.r l(x)L fin thc
\lxrfiotr \Jxlr tt) gct lrltrlsparrlelit)n lo
the Horcl .  ( ,osl :r1 th.  hrnel is
s89l0 pl [5 rLt l tc i r r ld ]ocr l  l l \cs
( I i .1;5,fi pcr night)

2

2oor 455thReunion,.,.ll,ll'i.''i: ['f iiii"i':i]::i:.
wil l  be at St. Louis ,,, '  , ' ,  '  I  "" '

\\e bxve Plxnned three lor.rrs
for l()Lr

r Oil Thursclil'. + C)d drerc
\\,itl be x St. Louis CitY Tour' 1l
$ ill cLcirillt lhe hotcl :Lt 0900 tlncl
rerurn 'Lbr)Lrl .:i 0f\r1n. ()n tlts t()ur
yolr \\'ill ride lhlx LlclcLles
L3n. l lng: I  re\ i t l r l ized l t th ccrnnv
\!i1reh()usc .llstrict $ idl cobl)Lc
stone slrccis xl)cl c:lst 11c)11 strccl
lig]lrs 

'l hcn r(rlr'll cLr'l\ e lfuoLLgh
ihL'S()ulrrd rrcx txr rnlrr  \ \ t \ :  l ' r
thc Anh,:rrser I ] l ts. l1 Brc\cr!  l i ) rrr
\ \ i l l i in i l  touf () l  lhc l ) fe$cr1 )cgrns
r\ i th thc lsLIr)Lrs Chclesr l . r lcs,  S' . ' r '
L lr !  bfe\\( fv xn.L P.1.{rrgLng
pfoces:,  inclu. l i r tg r t  : t i I r  ibr.col l r
pl i rncrt in\  bccf sr lulPlcs 11r thel l
Ik)sPlul i$ Flr)usc. l l rcrr  rol  11 pr l
cc(d Lr) l l ' l l ( )n St irr i ( )n.  l i | \ t  ( )pcrrc( l

i11 lS9 |  l Icf t r  roLr ' l l  hrrr ' , . '  l t tnth t ,n

Y|L[ o\  n l l r t ]  l i r r lc l . ) f  l ) rrnYsi l rg
l h i s  f e s l ( ) r ( \ l  N r l l o n r t l  l l i 5 1 i ) r i t
Lrn( lnr.ul i  is x lcsi i \c r)r i r l ic l  l ) t i r .c.
\ \ . i t l r  runrcf()us rrsl  r t rrrnl5.  ( . r l r I i rs

: r r l  s P , . r  i , r L i r l  s h r , P s .  f r , 1 1 o s l n g
l L  n | l r .  r , r L r  l l  ( , ) | t i r r L r {  \ r ) r L i  (  i 1 ) '
1 r ) U r  \ \ i L j r  i L  s l o t )  t r l  l l r r  N c \
( l x r l r r ( l [ L l  1 { )  r c , ) n (  ( ) i  l h c  L L r : q (  s L
! ( ) l I r 1 r r ) r r s  t ) l  r l l o f r i (  i r r l  L n  ( l r r

V c s t i l  | l  I l ( n r i r l ) l r . r " l l i . n  \ 1 r L 1  l l
r ( l r r f r l  1 ( )  \ ( ) r l l  l l ( n c l ,  l ) l ' s s ' l 1 3
r l r ( ) L r s h  l i ) r ( r s l  P i r  !  t r r r ( l  l l r (  \ l

l - ( ) r L i s  Z , t r J  ' l h (  ( ( ) s l  [ 1 )  l l r L (  1 ( i r r r  r s
S - l l 1 ) o ' p .  f s t  ) r r  l - u n ( l r  l s , ) r r  \ ' ( ) r r r '

l l rL-  h() rc l  1rr ( )onLl  l : ( ) i ) l )nr .  S l

Clrx f l .s  \ \ : rs  dr( ' ( r ig i l r r l  .x l ) i l iL l  (11

dl ( '  \ . l i \sorr ' l  xr | r ,  \ \ l r ich \ \ ' iL \  lhcn

oNnd lr) Lhc lrferrth \\'xlk itrt)und

rhe n in( ]  l ) l ( ) . l i  N.r l i rx l l l l  l {egrsrc l

TJ is t ( ) r ic  l ) isLr l r r .  r ( ) r l rP lc le \  i r r l

bfirli slR'eLs. Srlsligllls rnLl .hxrnr
j rg f rs tcneLl  l ) rL i l ( l ings.  l l f (^ \s l

dlfough o|cr sc\ crrr\'� lr\ c ()lla (n :l

kirlrl xrtiquc. cr':rli. giti shcps rrnrl a

I i r f lc l I  r t  a l r rNrnL I  fs l . [ r i - :LnIs

Omsido x t t )ur  of  t l lc  ( ) lc i  L- l rp i rx l

l )ui l . l lng. dxtnrg bxd< nr l811
(srnxl l  udnri:sl(nr ch:rrgc) ' l l re c()sl
o1 rhis torrf is S1S rl0 iretson ltm.l l

c. (;aleway Arch Museum
and Film/Lacledes Landing a)rr
S]trn.h) 6 ()!L. \1e lx rd t l l .  blr:
: l l )our l0:1;r1l l  xn.l  rclrnt l  to r lre

h()rr l  i r (r l rnd j r : l<prD The f iFt s lop
of r l ) i '  I .nrr  i .  lh( : I  L()rr is f 'xtcr
iiirnt rnd thc i.rnn)ur (;.rlc\\ l-\
- \dr l r r  rhe br ' tmtni  l ) t l l  i \  the
-\r .h i :  thc \ lu ' ( t rm () i  \ \ ( ' r \ \xrd
L-\pxns1()n \ \ l r r l , r  lherc \r i r r  l l
\ r l l r t  to ser Ihr t i l rn.  l t r rr l r r( ' , l l  / t ,
th( Lt-*!r i  .  n) l t r f ' ]  h(^\  i l ) .  j r r : rs

ni f icerrt  snuclure $.r \  l )ui i l  Ih1'
touf docs n()t  r l l ( r$ t i r ) l t  l r )  .1(,  iLrr
i r l  ihe Atch. l  lLc \1xir  rrr  l in( '  |  ' :  . r
l r i l )  to l l rc toP () l  lhc Afr l r '  nrrrr '

r i r res rcir l l r rs ()  h()Lrrs i rni l  i5 \(n
sr l l l rnn l (ss thrn x rotrplc () t  hr i rLr '
' f h u s  $ c \ e  l r r d  l ( )  l e r ! ! ' ( n r t  x  t f j J )
l , )  l l rc l ( )p .r l  Lhc Arrh '^f ier l rN\
l n g  t l r r  . \ | 1 l r .  \ c  l l  l r r r . l  i t  s l r o r l
dist i rn(t  l , )  l .x( l ! ( l rs LrLD(l  l r )Lrr

S u j d r  \ \  i l l  l ) , , l r r l  , r r L (  : r \ c n l  1 ( s 1 i t u
f i l f t  ( ) l ) 1 r r ) n s  l ( ) l  \ ( ) t r  1 t ) . . t s  L r s l L i l  .

lLLnch on - r ,ot r t  o t i t r  
' lhc 

r ( )s l  ( ) l

rh ls  1()ur  i5  $15 ( l l r  | ( rson
\ \c  \ r1 L l r r \ ' ( ,  ( )Lr f  (^ \  n

L I ( ) : p r L i r l l \  l l ( r r r r .  \ l ) ( r 1  \ \ r  r r n ,

i u s l  g r l  t ( ) g c l l r | | |  r l n c L  t r \  l ( )  x i L l  l l l r

o t l r c r  g L r l  s  5 l ( ) r \  
' l l r i  

i l i ) s I l l r i  L l l

Ikx, rn \ . i  L  l i ,  . ) l ) ( r r  , )1r  \ \ (1 ln.s( l r t )

l l r r u  | ! i ( l i r \ .  N ( x ) n  1 ( ,  r r r i ( l n L S l n

l ) 1 r 1 r l i s  \ i l l  l ) L  s (  ! ( r l  i r r  l  t l

I  l , , s l ) i l . r l i l \  l l ( n , 1 l r  l 1 ( ) r r r  i : : i t ) f  r r r  L r  )

l l : . i l ) t ) i l r  I r  \ i L L  l r c  c l ( ) s ( ! l  ( ) r '

S i r r r L r ( L , r - \  r r i s l l  t r n l i l  r L 1 1 . r  l l r (  t ( ) r l

, l U s i r ) r )  o l  l l r c  l l t r n q r L r l  l l r . r t  \ \ 1 l l

I t  x  l ) , r r  i 1 r  l l r r  l l l r r L t L r c r  r ( ! )  i r .

l ] l r \ \ L \ r ' r ,  1 l r r 5 (  r L l i r r l i s , l (  r r ( ) l  l f r !

ln  : r  sh(n1 l i  r f  v{ ) t  \ ' '  l r f

r r r (  r in :  . r  '  P:Lr l .g i  rn r  0rr r '  r t r . t  I

I t  \  i l l  r ( ^ ( r  l \ ( )  l ) , r s 1 r  1 1 ! n r s  -  \ ( ' r L f

room rcservxtio s rl11(l fr)L I

rcunion rescrvat i ( )ns (11 v i ) tL  dr l

n{r t  rLr(e i \ r ' th is  1) .c l i r rSe 1)r  l i  l tL l \ "

Plc : rs f  r l r ( ,1)  n l ( '  : r  p , ,s( . r rL l  s i r  I

crn r l11r i l  rL  P:r r1 ' rgt  1, )  \ ( ,Lr  \ \ .

l r l u s f  3 r l  l l ! .  x 1 1 5 \ . f s  l i . l ! r  l 1 )

\ f l u c r l  L i , 1 1 r ' s  l l f r r r r r i ! r  l , \  l l  5 r | r  )

. r  ) ( ) r L .  . r .  : L  

 

i n , L l \  L d  L , r  .  : r 1 !

r r + 1 r o n s i 1 , l r  t , , f  r r r r r l i i  g  \ t ' r r r ' ( ^ \ 1 )

roorD rescrvdion. ,\ll 1cs( r\':lLian!

i r ' ; tL  l r t  hc lc l  r l tur '  ( r  l r lDnr  rn(L gLr : r f

xr r l (e l l  ior  l : t le  r r i \x l  onl !  i i

: rccorr lprLr icd l ) \  I  i i | : l t  n l l t r r

del ( )s i l  i ) f  go inrn lcc l l  lo  r  r r rL i . r

cr - -c l lL  i .L |c l .  CrL i  o i l  dr te k)r  lh .sc

rr 'scf \ r r j r ) i l j  is ,  l  I  l {101,  .  { ) lDrr ]
(Cher l  cnr l  L i ln .  (  surdxr ,  

- r  ( ) (1,

is  L: ( l { ) lnn)
b:  lhc lcunion feser \ r l t l r ( ins

( to l r rs .  bxnqucr  Inenl l  { : l r ( ) ic t .  e tc)

t l rc  a l l  l i l lcd ( )LrL xrr . l  s .n i  1(r



r

Armed Forces Reuflion, Inc.
Yorill notc that dre hxncluct mcnu
consisrs oI lw() ch()ices. l\ chlcken
cntlcc (527.00 per person) or a 10
oz pdme rib entree ($2r.00 per
pcrsolr). lhe,{ssociation OfficeN
igree thxt v()uf Associ.rtion will pxy
$10.00 tor eich c[ tree. '1hus your
b:rnquet dinncr cost rvill be $17.00
for the chickcn entree or $19.00 fbr
thc prime rib entree. \Vith VoUl
rcsponse t() Afined Forces
Reunkns- Tnc. you shoulcl includc
x check covcrinla registlxtion
(X'10.r:)0), xncl rhc c()st of thc tours
xnd b.rnquct clrtree dllrt you

c: Parking Detallsr The Sl.
L.ruis Ain(nt Vlxr'fiott oliars (n site
pirrkiDg fin $i4.0r:)/dry. cLresr vxler
p.rklng, lii,!.00 r cli). But. for (nrr
gr()up. parking v/ill be compli-
rnentaryl!
Reunion Agenda. And n(^v rhc
cleui lccl  stLrf l

wednesday. 10/3/01
I 0tx)- l60t)  ( l l txr 's j r00pnt )  rc laist |x
l i ( n l
I r(X)-2J00 H()spitrliry Roo r (l)xr
open 1730-2300)

Thrrtsd^v. l0/4/O1
0900-1600 Sl Li j t r is City Touf
lo0( l-  |600 Rcgist f ! !1(r l
l000-0000 Ilospita|ly lloom ( bar
opcrl 1730-2300)
l6-10-1730 &).ir(l Mcdinll (slnxll
conlc']!nce r(x)nt)

Frid^y. lO/a/Ol
011001)9{)ilWiclor'' tsrcrkllLst
1000 0000 Hospitx l i ry Rurm (bel
q)en 173(12.300)
1l-10-1600 St. Ch.rrles Historic Tour
7r00pm 2130pur 74lst  Dinner

Saturdav l016/01
0830 0930 Generxl NlcDl)ership
Mccring.
101; 1515 Girte\\,il)' Arch Nluseuln
:rnd LxcleLles Lxndxrll 'ti)Ln-

1d)0 1700 Nc\\- tsoarcl MeednEI
(snxll contercncc r(xnn)
2200-000 llospitaliry lbom (bar
oper 1730 2300)
IfJ00 I900 tsanquer Rcccptioll
(Ilxnqrlcr bxr open)
1900 2200 Banquet
(speal<cFSlephln A.t)rose)

Sundav l017/01
Depxt llotel bef(rre 1300 (01,00pm
or pey an exrfx cln)-.

Chadie Stark
Writes

RccenLly I begxn
colTr'sp()nding \\,'ith,l
high sclxxrl classmetc wiLh wlxnn I
l1ave been separatccl since gradua-
ti(n except fbr a brief visit \l'hilc io
bxsic traininEi in Mixmi l3caclt,
Florkti. IIc \\,ns st:rtioncd ?1t the
naq' bese xt a)pa Loca at that t]n1e.

OLrr corresponclence h:rs co1,-
ered many slrbjecls relativc to our
militxry scrvice One subjcct we jl()t
onto was ligh :Lltirr.rdc bolllbillg
with thc B 21 xn.l rhc Noldl-n
Ronlb Sight. I ce(xinly ilD |ot xn
cxpert  ()n this ubiccr end kn()\ ! ' '
very liftle frorc thxn the nr(linrclrte
ry xspe(ts ol the lxnrbing problcol
r i i n c e T w i r s r p i l o L .

In exp aining h) n1y filcnd \\,ilh
ory ljrnitccl knowleclge. it cilllc to
nry xi tcnt iou l l rxt  rhc l5th Air
F.)rcc's l)ourl)inli |ccorcl lcli sorne-
lhing t()  l )c clesircd. I  ref ieshed ntv
orcnr(n-y l)y looking uP tfic rccorcls
in Ll)e 155rh CroUp l l jsrcry Book.

Only J5o,r (t {)Llf bornbs li:li
\ \ , i rhin l00a) l ie l  ()1 ' thc lnryer.  I
nrxcle u lerv sjnrl)lc r)lnLlieoratirnl
cr lcui i r l i (xts felnt jnc lo spced in
fect pcr sec(nrcl :Lncl irglrlif def-lec-
tion ln degrecs rncl ligu|ecl thrn rL 2
clcgree clcflcctioo erf(n tn(l tjrring
error in rclcdse of bolnbs oi 3 sec-
onds would stlll pur thc bortrbs
wirhin rhc 1000 fix)t flclirLs ()f rhe
txrger. Ol couae thesc cr'rors coulcl
xdcl up or cancel exch other ()Lrr I
3Dr \\,ell aware ot' thc rrrrry rnlny
varixl)le entcring int() the pr.rblcrn
ixlLrcling dle h()stile c:nvironrnenl
h which lhe L)onrbxr(licrs per
krnrcd rheir w(nlr

NIy tholrght is to luvc !n :Lfii.le
publishL'cl in the Clcrilllrole
Connecti(n elpliining wh)' s.c dld
n1 plrt thc bornbs in rhe pjrldc brl
rel xs thc Norclen Brxs suppose.l t()
bc iblc to clo h 1940

The flak J+rnncrs rl Nlxribof,
Yugoslavix hxcl tilings figurecl out
on llry l:rst mission. I vlaicheci al
battery of tlrrcc shells tr'xcl( us righr
down thc borlb run. Thcy ll.cre
dcird on thaL .lev ancl our gr()ul)
lost 2 plxnes xnd aI letsl one man
killecl. Thc 1]ak glrnncrs problen

was jlrst the rcvcrse oI ours except
thcy had e steble plxttorm to \\'olk
on. (there $ere 25 fl:rk guns et
Maribor).

This is just a thought Llur I
Lhlnk might be of interesr ro x lor
of people in our gfoup. All vou
hx1-e to clo is lind :r bonrLrarclicr t.l
Rrite the st{)ry.

tscst lcgar.ls,
Chadie Stark
155 cass Rd.
Pittsburgh, PA 15229

licl: A cha/lelt!<e /i)r all .)'ot.t bont

YOU KNOWYOU'RE
GETTING'MAR-
VELOUSLY
MATURE
w H E N . . . . . . . . . . . . .
. When you step otf a curb and
look down one more lime to make
sure the skeet is still there.
. Your idea of weighl l i ft ing is
standing up.
. lt takes longer to rest than it did
to get t ired.
. Your memory is shorter and your
complaining lasts longer
. Your address book has mostly
names that start with Dr.
. You sit in a rocking chair and
can't get it going.
. The pharmacist has become your
new best friend.
. Getting "lucky" means you found
your car in the parking lot.
. The twinkle in your eye is merely
a reflection lrom the sun on your
bifocals.
. lt takes twice as long - to look
half as good.
. Everything hurts, and what does-
n't huft - doesn't work.
. You look for your glasses for half
an hour and they were on your
head the whole time.
. You sink your teeth into a steak -
and they siay there-
. You give up all your bad habits
and sti l l  don t feel good.
. You have more patience, but it is
actually that you just don't care
anymore.



Meet Me In St.
Louie, Louie!
October 3 - October 7, 2001
At fte 455th Bomb GroLrP
Association reLrnion

When You Pxss fir()ugh the
Gateway Archcs there will be Plefl
ry to do to mxkc dtis Y()ur best
rcLrnion ever, whether Y()u take
onc ol the schedule.l tours or
decide to prowl on Y()ur oen, or in
sma11 groups, you'll never have xn
i(Llc momeni. Thelds a lot to
sec...n lot to dol

Y()Lr can stxrl with thc G.teway
Arch, riglrt in fie center of !own.
ODenccl in 1965, the Arch tor'ers
640 fcct lbove the city, offering a
bi|clscye vicn of fie city rncL tlrc
iniqhrv l \4issLs\rPPi l t \ 'cf lrkc .r
rfrm ro the nrP inl l  while lou.rre
wnitine t()r the ltilnl, lour tirc lnt$e-
um ol'Vestwarcl Expansi()n, nlckccl
undcfircrr$ thc Arch

The Citl MrJseur)r coulcl spxrk
youL intcrcst. It'$ locnte(l in lhc
il()wntown L()li l)isuict insicle .l
nrnssive old shoc filclory wiue-
housc, the CitY Njuseunr ls a c(nr-
binndon chilcllen's muscLrlll/ :trl
ccnle!/ hisrcry rrlusetrnr widl hdnds
on activities galorc. \valk lhough
rhc nouth of a 55+i)ot B()whcld
whalle, sce 4000 sqttare fcel ol nrar,
ll1lrclc' crves (ive LLre still yoLrlrla
enolrgh.) (h rhe sccond flor)r, Afl
city, yolr'll scc gl1|ss bbwing in.l
wcaving, create Potlery wrtlr an
atist, wxtch xn olcL turn_of1hc-cen
rury shoelece rnacline Prodtlcc
doiens ()1 briglrtly colorecl l3ces A
ncver-cnclinEI operxti()n3l treln
chr.rqs l1way on Lhc thilcl U()ol pllLs
thcr; s xn outslAnding disPLeY ()f

altifxcts xnd ornlrmenls
If you wcre stiltk)ncd in.or nexf

St. I-olris cluring \{ NII, Yor.r ll
Iemembcr lorcst Perk Hcre You
coulcl r-ent a tcrt xnd hxve x cot
ancL clean sheets for e truck on a
weekcnd io it)\\,o PlL's Uo to rne
LISo lbr "erts". This 1300-acre
urban oasls co1lttins meny of the
ciw's most li1nl(rlLs artrxctjons
Thcre's the Sl. Louis Scicnce Cenrcr
(frce), one ol the tcn toP science
cenlcrs in the $'orlcl The thfee
buitcling, 650-erhibit lecility
includes a plirnelarium. outdoor
science park, live science present:t
4

tion and OMNIN4-AX Theater' You'll
see lifelike rePlicas oi tyren-
nosaurus rexi ancl the undergrourlcl,
tunnel that fealures a recrealed coal
mine. lead mine, brick sewer, encl
utility tunnel. You can build Your
owfl I foot Galeway Arch troln
faux leather-covcrecl lrenlr blocks
ul in rhc StruLILLrc\ Grl l tq Thc
Slrurtures Crl l tL) lcrJs t ' '  . rn
enclosed hridge ctossing Interstale
64; raclar guns are handy so YoLr
can clock Passing vehlcles xncl
vie\",/ the wbizziog trafTic Lrnder
neath,

|rom foresl Park You can trke.
i shuttle bus k) the zoo (wc are xu
kids at heart) . . .90 acrcs 700
sDC(rrs Of Lrc.r t l l l t 's'  

I f  )ort  hr\ ! -  I rrLr.-  letu, htrcl  f ' r
the Missorrri llotxnical garclen, a St.
i,ouis institr.rlion sincc 1859 Vicw
xn 80 acre recrentecl minlbrcst
lDused i'lsidc a climntrcn lleodesic
J'.tcienlrcuse, tl'le En[llish g.udern's
ilrrub maze, which includcs .r
Viclorhn-slyled lookrcwer'

I l  vou.rre cl l iv in,{ ,  cn c: ln cntcl l
d dclcr, y()Lr lrti,'|llt fincl tir11e ldf
C nfs F:trlr], x lrcc xl|Lactlon
sponsor'ccL by AnLlcusel-ljusch, tlle
281 acrc \\'ildlite plcseNc ollcc wils
t'arlnccl by Prcsiclelll l].S. Gmnt xnd
is oow honle ft) an lrnlazing alrraLy
()f m(ne lltiur 1,000 dive$c xlilnals
srrch as bison, rnteloPe, ostr'ichcs,
zcb s xncl Sika dcer, 'rll roaming
1ice. M4ke slrfe io callcr the enter-
Inining and cdLrcrti(Dd xr tlal
shows fertLrring,\fficirn elepnxnG,
pxrrots xnd bifds of PrcY Dont
lbrcet lo crp o1I fie visit with I
pcii in al t-hc tllyclcsclale Stable,
hotle to breecling rnd minrng
oper.ti()ns fi)r the fxnrcus
Rudweiser Clydcsdxlcs

Yolr'll wxnt lo chcck oui rhc 5t.
L()Lris rivelft(nt. xn arcll lhlt blcncls
hisLory lvilh moclern cntefi einrncrt
orusrLits. l'ick up free inf()rnrtti()n
;t the Sr. Louis Visitor Center,
inside the Amclican s Cenler incl at
Kiener Plxzx.

YoLt cen venture in() St. Louis
m()st p(4)ular entertalnmenl alees'
Centril Y,tst End, busy $'ith night-
time xctivity Hxvc dnner on Y()Lrr
fiee niglll, windov" shoP ()r txke m
r lnovie ()r concert el tre newLy
refudrishecl Chase Perk Plxzr, a for

mer upscale holel reborn as x ccn-
tcr for entertxinllcnl

If it is music that rocks and
rolls over Beethoven is more to
your liking. two neighborhoods -

SoL ard and the University CitY
Loop - worlh investigating for din-
ner anal cvening enteftaminenl.

Soulard, south of downlos'n, is
the place to hear ihe blues The
Rudwciser is cold :tncL nlusic hot at
Mike & Min s BB's bLues, Jazz and
Soups, between Busch StadiLLm ancl
Soulard on Bro:td\\'ay, rlw;rys nas
qreet blLres xnists such as locxLs
ierov Pierson. Tommy lixnkhea.l
encl Rondo s Blues Deluse
University Ciq' LooP. lvest d
do\\,nto\1-n. has Bllrebcrry Flill, x

Sreit phce for rock 'n foll mern(|
rabilia.

Another strong anchor lor
downtown is Soul3rd Nl.rrket,
which opened in 1779 lnd deims
{listindion :rs the oldest corltinLF
oLrsly <-rperuted f:rnner's lnefket
west o[ dte MississiPpi.  Stop l()r  n
donul, iln enrly bratwurst or il Yotl
llre LLp Lo it, d 1u77y navel. il $Pe-
ci.rlitt irl.loyce's C()rner' 

't he
Souldlcl  neighlx)rh(xxl ,  c()ntt in ing
rcst()rccl I91-h - ccntLrrv rcd 1)li.l(
llolles wils oanle(l ()l a
lrlcnchlin wll() sllNeycd tlle xfc:l
lur rhc l ( l r lF i l l  \Pr in

I f  )oLI Jr(  hrr \ t  l i fe\ \cd t '  '  l rn!
r \trclsh festaltlranl, St. l-otlis hlts
fwt-r of dtcrn. And dley arc wilhin
two bk)cks of each othef io lhe
cc[rrll wesicnd. if Yotr ge( rn
ot)cn LLccLl rhctsc \r ncle" ir h,
bi , , i t , :d.  fL. 'v,  u-.1 w,r l r  hrc,  thr!  wi l l
bc \!clsh lxrebit

Ll)'s etyn's_ lcxtlrrcs shcPherd s
Die. ()ni()n-anc1-potrLto Ple ln(l
itealr-encl veqctal>lc pie Also lxnll)
sterv, potrr;lecl< sottp. and bubble
rncl squeak, .r lldlish clish made
fi(nn fiied lehovef \ cggies

Il yotr afe hungri/ fi)r Itxllan go

io thc Hill. e 2tJ bk;ck neighbor
ho()d of lislixn lore an(l tinc Placcs
to clinc. Visit dre Amigbetli tsakery,
Di Cirellofk)'s fxnily (iwne.l !lro-
ceN. \blpi s butclrer slroP,
Fxvilzza s resteurxnt or Domlmc s -

toD of the line crrisinc. Cxrch a litile
boccc balt end dren hcacl back to
the hospitilitv roonl lbr x nightcap
If T n ssed anything thcre's i1 hee
c,lll t() the Sl. L()Lds Convenlion &
Visit(ns Clor nission at 1 800 916-
00,10 or if YoLr ire x laPt(rP Pelson
tly - \\.$'s.explolcsllouis com



455thE-}darl Roster
Belo\\, is a listing of e mail

address' of 455th members rhat
were sent to us for pubiicttion in
thc Cerignola Conncction.
*Inciicates x new lisling since last
prublishecl in t]llc Cerignola
Connection. lf yoLr nant your c
mail address inclLrcLed jn this roster,
pleasc scnd i1 t() Llsi
455th Bomb croup Assn, Inc.t
P.O. Box 4043
Sierra Vlsta AZ 85636-4043.

IIaffy W. AndersoD (7{0), San
AnLonio, TX. pomganny@aol.com

Jack Bl l rm (741).  New trorr Richcy,
l:L. iblum 15677@aol.com

Marl in L ( l3ucl)  Bro\vn, (742),  L3kc
Plecid. FL baflrud@htn.net

Robci Cxldwcl l  (74lsl) ,  Prescdr
VrLll( y, AZ. rc7306@aol.com

llo\ \xrd ( ix)pcf,  Siut(rn ls l : rnd, N).
howgladcoop@worldnet.att.net

l i ( ,1)cn (  IJ(t))  Col le!re, Sr.
I)c lc$l)urt ,  FI- .
dotybobl@iuno.com

.lr l ] t (  s A. ( iJwden (712),

jcowdeu@earthllnk.net

Wil l ixnr ( ts i l l )  Cr|D (741),
Lxkewo.rd, CO. brcrlm@aol.com

" JrDres P. l )r ly (740),Aberdcc[,  NJ
panadaly@aol.com

* -lrck Dei(kcr (713)u), (n..Ln.l
Itxpids, MI jdek@gateway.net

' lheo. l(n c Dcpl)e (7.11),
Bl()onrington, lN.
tdeppe@indiana.edu

Curtis l)ilcs (7:I0), D.r)'ron, OH.
curtis-dil€s@prodigy.nct

P:Lul H. Llitclre[. (7.12). Safery
HiLrbor. lL paul546@iuno.com

Bob Enick (71l), Bctrle CreeL. X,It.
rfemick@aol.com

_lxnrcs ,4. le.lewx (7i0), Dunncllor,
FT,. icfcdeFa@cs.com

t William B. Genmill (740), Spring
Hi]], FI,.
*gefi rmill@tampabay,ff coln

William C. cmvcs (742),

Jacksonvjlle. FL.
wgraves2l0@aol-coln

Lou Hansen (7.13). Spencer, IA.
lohansen@nvriowa,com

HaNey Hcwit (7,i3), Havcribrcl, PA.
lhhew@aol.com

Thomas L. Kxblack (742), Crowi
Point,  lN.
techmart@mall.icongrp.com

Millon Kaphn (71i3), Croton, N\'.
mkaplin@bestweb,net

Erlinli Kindem a7-12), trrrmnrllton.
NIN erlingk@aol.com

Jach Lancistcf (742)_ Cl{)vis, NM
mandi@ 3lefties.com

".J(f in L. LalDx {740),  Om.lhx. Nf:
ilarma@uswest.net

Ccorgc L. l , ic lc l le (7- i2),  Sun Ciry,
C,4.. olgeorge@ez2.net

l)rvc Mxtheson (7,12),  Htrf ison.
Ai{. hatebugs@northarkansas.net

'Vic Murf i ry (7- i3),  Longw(x)cl ,  FL
vemuff ay@earthlink.net

Robeft !]� Ncwl)cf8 (7,i:), Vrcst Des

newyTaces@I.'ome,com

(lhrLrlcs OlLirze\\'ski (7.10). (;xllxrin,
TN murphB24@aol.com

Ilolxnd J. l iepin (711),  . lohns()n, RL
pep4400@aol.com

.lack Phelps (7:i0), Dr11as. lX.
87606@ix.netcom.com

Wesley P(xvcll (710), Scibro(rk IX.
q/esiulia@gateway.net

Sid Schoenltol.l (110). i\,lonroc,
T\vP, Nl. harsidl@tuno.com

Gus R. SeeflL(h (7,i2). Lebxnon,
OII gus@go-concepts.com

\r:LIt Shosr].k (7:il ), Dallon, ()H.
shlrlystack@compuselve.coln

Clurles E. Strrk, (740), Pifisburg,
lJA. Carchar@aol.com
(Dr.) Sknley \rogelfxng (7.11),
Holrston, T-li. stanvog@aol.com

MIA? We Need Your
Help!
Misslng or Inaccufate
Addresses,

'lhe Postxl Scfl'ice advises us
th:rt it cxnnot clelivef the Cerignole
(ionnection to our memltrs listed
bclow. Thus. \\,e ha\.e dcleted
thern fioln olrr mailing lisl. The,v
are still on our membefship roster.'fhosc with .1fl :Nterisk in lont of
thcir llst na e, hxvc appe.rrecl in
thc MIA list firr onc yc,rr. l hey wiil
bc clcleled fr(nn thc ncxt MIA list-
ing.

M$. Luci l le C. Annrl . r
.i00 5dr No., Bilteff(nt rJ03
Great Fal ls,  M] '  59110l-2J91

Greg Sprecht
2916 S:Lrrcnto v,/xy
tlnk)n City. C.,\ 9/i587

Mrs. Marion V. 'figc(

150] Lv( ln Steenr l )r .
l3iloxi. MS :19532

ll nnv()ne knorvs the whcre-
al>ouls or hrs i rny inf inm.r l io i l
ltl)ouL thesc n1!'lnbefs, plcrse let us
hnorv so l.c crn brilg ouf dxtit-
l)xse Lrp to dirLe, Na lcs plcceded
by rLn istedsk will bc deleted pcr.-
|uncnllv tio our lll1Liling lisr il n()
vcrili.rl)le iniofrneti(nr is r'eccivcri.
Scnd inii) to 455th Bomb croup
Assoc., P.(). Rox 4043, Siera
\ist^, Az 85636-4043.

YOU KNOWYOU'RE
GETTING MAR-
VELOUSLY
MATURE
WHEN
. When your idea of a night out is
s'tt ing on the patio.
. When you're on vacation and
your energy runs out before your
money does-
. When you say something to your
kids that your mother said to you
and you always hated it.
. When all you want for your bifth-
day is to not be reminded of your
age.

5



George Folk f,l'writes 
lll
lv

T .LpprcuJte your JL

:Ti:x,i,'l;i'ffl1il a\
cU4 ft) Linz, Austria. I will share il
Nith y()Lr as I receli it.

I wxs on thirl 0lissi(n wilh the
f, , t towrng Gc,,rgr Bru*hrLL,rn. J, ,hn' lJrLt i ,  l l , 'hen t  Lr i .  Rich.rrLl  !c l l (cr,
Johr, Kornechuk, llobert Paldck.
Ceorge A. Gulbrxns()l1, Parrl
Koshewa, william O. Vocial rncl
myself. It llas -lLLly 25, 1944. we
were bombir]g cnemy installlLioos
over Linz. we wcre ()n our waly lo
our tergct \\'llen our B 2'1 lost .ln
cngine aud hed to droP out of fr;r_
rn:rtion. \Vc nere so close lo ollt
targct tlnt we c()ntinr.re.l ()n in
oriler u> clrop our bonrbs.

T wxs thc l)xll nl-et gunner' \X/c
wr'r-c ittucltecl l)y ti to l0 ME l09s l
wirs wounclcd in nry right ibot and
carrc up out () f  t l lc bxl l  tL l t lct  l 'oLrr
otherc wefe \\oundeclr the lwo
\\":list grllrl--ts wefe trDconsciotls. I
clervlcicl over !o the right winLlo\\'
ind I looked olLt () sec one MliIO9
colrling )wxr(J trs to finisll trs olf. I
srabbed thc 5() c i l ibcr tnacbine
Itrn,  airucd a( t l l i l t  l ighter pl i tne
,iDcl flecL N,rLv. With the uit(ef l)(rl-
lcts l relping nre, I  hi t  l l le Pl lne nnd
shot i f  down.

I turnccl lt|()Lrncl kJ lry to help
n1y woundccL b clclics. I t eal lo
Usi thc tlst-ricl kiL 1rl flfsi, l)ut then
hxd Io go to the frcni to ,lel llelP.
' lhc lxnr l)rr 'd ier/rnL'cl lc ca rc t(r  lhc
hxck t() rdnlinister hclp () thc

our- plalrc n'as bacllv clerDegecl:
grsolirrc leaking and no brakes
our pilot. I.t. Gulbfrnson, beilxn to
ifslftlct us or1 ]ros' $'e $'oulLl
strcnlpt . landing. He toicl ris lo Fict
rll Darrchutes. 1rtx(i them i() thc
wi;Ll()ws, and to be reacLy t() l)Lrll
thc c(ntls shen hc gave thc worcL.
lloPefLrlly. rhe chutcs w()Lrld he\)
brahc ()ur l^ncling'Wc rverc srLtely bick in oui ter
rlt()ry when he Jtave the signrl we
pullc'd dre cords on all the chutes
(F()r in insLant, it seemcd xs { $'e
stoDpcd colcll) It r()rkcdl 'lhe lan.l
rng ivcnt as wcll ns could be
e\trrtcd

I r l ( ,n I  |crnLmllc l  nluan nDmc
cli;rtely follos'ing ot! landing _'l'hosc ()f Lrs wh() wcrc $ounclec1
were grounded tir| arvhile lhc rest

6

of the crew regroupecL sone daYS
later and went on another mlssioo.
on ftat missl()n, our rePort \.las
thxl the plane clid not relLLrn Ll
Culbrunson. ouI Pilot \\'as on.ti l
lDjssi()n, I \'_:ts nevcr inlormecl eny
cliftlrently, an.l assunecl hc had
dicd ()n thl1t rnission.

when I rea.l the alticle in the
Cerignola NcwsletLer (SPring 9:i) by
Bill i,offer, I wxs shockecl (and cotr
sicler i! x niracle) tllet Lt.
C;ulbrenson survived lhat nlission.
and in lact r-eturncd htxnc to the
States. AIL these Ycxfs, I hxd n()
i.lcr he wxs xlive unlil I si\l' the

I lnvc been in toLrch \\,iih two
men from nry crcr'; flerogc
Bxughman an.l PaLrl T(oshewx, ()ver
lhe ycxr's. Whcrn I spoire to Ccorlle
al)olrt this stticle, h-' rvls xs slLr-
prisc(1 xncl cx(itecl as I wxs. \!t xre
very interestcd in reachhlg Ll
Culbuns()o nncl ;rny olher' lornlel
clcw rtlenll)crs s'll() llliLy Davc sllf-
vivcd thLlt lllisskrr with hiln.

Il yo 

 

cao give trtc irJrv i lbr-
nriltion r$ l() wllcrc lre ciln De
rclchcd. if he is livlnla, I \\'ould
rci l ly ippreci : l tc i t .

205 PL|e St
thntuc|,-q, S(; 2.900.)

The Associa!ti()n h3s recc'lvecl I
Lettcf ti()rlr x fcll()w in sl()vrkirr.
FIL. s xsklru fin nfo rcgaf.lilrll I-t
E.l Boreen. who wxs sh(n (lown
encl crashecl in Slovxkh olr lJ ScPi.
1914. (\ c liste.L tilc txrllcl 3s thc
oil rcllncry xl oclc|trrl (lcr ;LtrY
Ifier \\l'WI bounchries \vcfc'
chxngcd. we Lost thrce iircrxft ovcr-
the larycl) we luve n() irfb (n Lt
Boteen, cxcept hc \\'as xssigne.l tc)
fic 713rcl Bo b Sqdn. ll You havc
eny info, woulcl yoLr Plexse sen.l 1t
t() Pctcf Kassek, elther by snail mxil
()r e nreil. Plerse snxil mail xn int()
c()pv to the llditor of thc (lerig[oln
(innectk)n. Your answcl nlxy
rnake a gtxrd ncws ardck' fi)r fte
(lerignolx (innlcction.

Peter Kassak, HosPoda.rska 68,
Trnava 917 01, Slov,ik RePublic,
e-rnall pkassak@yahoo'com.

Chaplain's
Corner
Y4ren upon life's billoss
yoLl xr€ tcmPesL losseo,
wncn ) ( ,Lr .uc Llr :cot l r-
agcd, thinking xll is lost,
CoLlnt yolrr many bless

ings, name them one bv onc,
And il Ni1l sunrisc you wh,lt the
Lord llath done.

Count your blessings. namc lhel]-I

Count your blessinlts, see what
clod hath doner
Count yorrr blessiolts. nrfie thcnr

coLrnt your nrenv blessing, sce
uhxt God hxdr done

Purple Heart
Update

'l l rc Vetcrrns Nl i l lenniuln l  lexl th
( lnf(  LLnd l lcncf i ts Act (  106-117)
plLlccd all vctcrxns xwarclL'(l lllc
Pu{) lc ]- lexf l  i r  l t ior i t ) 'Gl l )u]r  3 ior
hexlt l l  c l ] l fe corol lnlent.r l  \^ fxci l i -
l ics l t  . r lso cxenrPts PurPIc I le ln
irwlrclecs I'f(nIl c:(-)-prtynl!'ttls rlss(x i-
ilccl wilh VA Hospitxl cLLrc trlrcl \A
outpalient nredicil scfvlces,

Did Anvone Know
Lt. Ed 6oteen? Photos Without a

Home!
All subnittcrl phoLos ti)l' 1hc
Clerigoola C()dtecLi{)[ ire feLlrrr'1l:'(l
i]l]Jledirtcly xftcf pfirlling
Occlsi{)llrllv we L rc Plr(nos $'ith'
()Lrt  thc ()wncfs nr l lnc l tn. l  xcidrcss
on tbe back. C(msecltrcrltly lhcsc
cxn[ot l]e re rfne(l. If 3nv oI those
lisLecl bel()\\' you cxn cliim, let fie
kno\\' end l lL rn.il theor to You.

Ed-I211 Montclaif e Ct.,
Appleton, $/I 54915

FxLl 2000 Isslrcl
Pxge.1 Crew Pictures
All photos on Pigc 13 erccptlng
lo\\.er right
All Phot.rs on Pxge 18
A11 phoros or Page 19



A Memorable Day
Written by Humphrey
Hosmer, Navigator, 741st
Squadr:on, Final Flight
72/29/2OOO

I woul.l likc to share wirh you
a nrenorable da)'. larly one nrorn
ing, rbout e l]xlf cenlury xgo, I was
iying on a canvas cot, rndcr a
Pyramiclal tenl, $Lrrfoufidecl by o]jve
trccs. on a knoll emongst the
n4rcel fielcls of southeast ltaly.

As I l:ry xslccp, nly senscs
picked Lrp fie m.rvelnent of fbot
steps swishing though rhe hcavy,
de\\' lxdcn grass, xnd thcy srcpped
nexl to lry cot. A tug on my shoul,
cler- ancl I volce spokc out,
''Licrutcnanl, it is tinlc to ger Lrp.''

I  arose nnd drcsscd ln the uni-
krfdr oi the clnyi cott(]n khnki T-
shir t ,  col t()n khaki boxer sho,ts
with the tlrr'ec ltuttons, l bluL- EIr:ry
hcxted f ly ing sui t ,  ( ; .1.  sunt: lns xncl
c()ver:r l ls.  I  $,ore l tcxtccl  l ) ()() ts
tun(lcr niy sheepskin linecl over-
shocs. Alier getting dressed, I
thrcw ury G.l  shoes, wi lh dteir
hcc$ lied t()gcthcr, around my
nc(k, grabbed n1y brieftase :rnd
plrilchLrle ba1l, ind rvent oll !o the
l l lcss hal l .

Aficr l)rcikf:rsl I pilcd in() :r
tr\rck with ()tlter nir!!cn ()n our
wlty ro the l)detjng rooln, which
wlrs 3 converfecl wirlc celhr As T
desccnclccl the stelrs, I glxncecl xr
lhc bi[i nlap, ()n thc no||h wall,
wlich cr)vered southern Europe. I
ll()licecl thc bllre string going frorl
()Ln b?1sc out over rhc Gulf of
Mxnficclonla, rl(ntg the Adriattc
Sea, incl int() thc Po Vrlley. Thc
brietinEi was thorouElh, c{)vedng the
bonb loe.l. E TA. llt tlre targct,
course, wdLthel, opp()siiion etc.

After disnissal, wc started x
rnecl scrrmble l() thc tucks wxitinEl
()Lrrsiclc, nexl to thc Chrpel of San
(liovanni. OLrr crcw was droppecL
oft ;rr B 2.iH #476. 't his is rhe plane
thar carricd us ecft)ss the Adanric
Ocean threc r[onths eir]ier, st()p-
ping h AJrica, befofe landinll in
ILropc.

Quickly rhc crew lined up,
each grxlrbing a propeller. bladc,

rotatinfi it tl)r()ugh each engine, in
order to ciistdbutc the r)il, before
starling up the cngifles. I climbcd
over the nosc wheel, in order to
Eiet nt() the nirvigal(n's compert
lnent. I emscd the olcl lincs on rny
mercxtor chart, and plotted the
nevv course and targct. It is easier
to clo tlis whilc the plxne is on rhe
grouncl, llLrn whcn it is rjrbornc.

At the appointe.l hour. :r recl
flarc trom operations burst inl() thc
xir It started the whine ()f energiz
crs, which culninatecl in the roel
lr1 Prrtt rnd Whitney engincs.

One by onc, the planes lined
up cjl] the taxi wdy, :rwajtin€i their
tuln l ()  ix l (c o1L..Oncc l l i r ] rome,
we circlccl the field incl g()t into
tormatior, as pcr briefing. Wirh rhis
xcconlpl is l recl ,  thc Ibl ln:Lt ion hcad,
cd lor the (;ulf ol Mafre&ntia,
diml)ing on cxrLrlsc :Ls we pro-
grcsscd.

Ilclow. xl]cl on our' 1efi, lav the
spur ()n fil(: hool of ftnly. ]llost oF i!
is nrxclc ol lilnesionc, with many
cxvcs ancl g()ltos itlong its shorc,
l ) i fccl ly Llhend wds lhe l )x| l i t ion
Coast. :lnd it was lt()w tirrc rc
change our course t<l I nolthwest
direct i (D, up the middlc of lhe
Adrfutic Sei.

We h:ld i()w rcrchccl our
bonrbing rltilucle ()1 20.000 ted.
Thc chy wxs dcar. n()r I doud ir
thc sky. L(xt<irlg Lo dre cast, the
horizon w.$ whire rg inrt i col)rlt
blue sky. I'ugoslxvi:r wes still
Ioclied in thc E{rip ()f wintcr To the
west. the Apcnnine Mountains
rve|e slrrouclecl in a purple veil.
Bclow, ancl t.r the dght s?s the
island ()f Vis, a ha!'en in c,tse we
rin inL() trouble

Llsing thc inlerconl, I said,
"Nrvillaior to crew cli|ccrly ahead
of us. elong the shorc, you can scc
a gold jcwel ,llistcning in rhc sun.
Tt is rhe ci(nncs of Sr. Mark s
Cetheclrl in the city of Venice. St.
Mark js thc patr()n saint of Venicc,
an.1 il was in his mother's horNc
thet thc last Suppcr \\,as sen'ecl."

.\ qlrick flashback to my boy
hood. Ar the ir!{c of njne, I was
ftecling the pigeons in St. Mark's
sqLrare. The fxmily guide poinrcd
to thc liruf bronze horses orrer the

portals of the cathedral. xncl told
me that, durinEi the biij x.ar ($f.i(/l),
the horses wcre remo\.ed so that
they l\.oulcln\ be damagecl I rvon
dered if they hed been rnovecl
xgxin.

Il was time to change coulse io
a headlng duc west. Belo.;i us liy :L
lush, velvct, geen vxlley with sil-
ver strips rcllecting rhe briglrr
Ttaliirn sun. '1he Po Valley, with ell
its triblrtxries. w:rs trfore us.

As wc epproedrcd the LP. Sxrn
llxkanauskas. our boml:rarclier,
.amc up int() the oose, tLrrneci on
thc bornb sight, lit up the llomb
control panel, opcncd up rhe botD
Lray clo()$, and s.id. "Vhcrc is llre
target i '

Or.cr the intercom I sai.l, Scc
dle riilroacl 1ftd( cotring fr(nn tl,c
n(nths-('stj the one fiour tlre south-
enst, rncl the (rre tiom lhe nollh-
e:lst? Mlefe they ficel thxr i$ yout
llLryct, Do y()u rvirnt l]te lr) go
( lown dnd pr. l l  a cirdc ; l rouncl i t? '
Sdr 

 

hds hicl tLrlll qucstidr llred a!
hinl so olt(|n th:tt hc ignorcs ir.

I (lioll)ed p onto tny tnblc !()
13et out of  t l re way. l ) .D.I .  on pi lol
(IIudson) to boDtt)arclier
(tsirl(anxurl<rs), " t'Lre plnnc is nll
your's.' I'he rcst of the o.cw wxs
quicl dnd stjll except fbr lhe lxrn-
brrclier. The lighrs oo the c()nttol
pxl1cl sta[e(l to go out, ()nc allier

Over the intcrcon canrc,
''bo1lll)s x\\'ly.' Down ofi n1y talte
I clilnMd ancl lookecl out rhc bul>
blc wincb\\'. Thirty-sc\rc[ sec()nds
lxter, .rrarlgte flashes coulcl bc sccl
cxplocling in thc mx$hxlling ylr.l
outside the ci ly oI  Mi lan.

A small incident in a big wnf
hxd jlrst been cornplercd. It hxLl
leken :rll our attenlion, ,lncl n()w
the timc llxd c(nne for us r() iool<
()ut lol ourselves.

Just rhead, rising our ol rhe Po
Valley, clelying orrr p:rssagej welc
the mggccl peaks of the Alps
Mountiins. we passcd up thc chal-
lengc ancl rurned slo\'"1y ro thc ieft.
As wc .lid the xnd aircraft guns at
celror begxn to open uP, bul we
never cxmc within their mnge.

IFc cominued out left banli
until \\,e were over the Apennine

coniinued on Pase 3 7



Mounlains, tire backbone of It'.tLy
By this dme lhc sun had iusl
passecl oul zenith, encl n'e wcre
heade.l bxch t.r or.rr basc.

"Nxvilarft)r to cfe$ Bel()w xl
ten o'cl()ck is ihe crfy of Fkxeoce
This is the erea wlrcre tire
Renaissxnce s'rs lxunched, tikilrEl
Er.u(4)e or-rt of the D3rk Ages.
Notke thc c()vercd briclEae dosslng
the ^rno River. It is crLled P()nti
!-eccl o, lt ccnltalns x Pxss.rgc*xI
connecling two llxliccs ()n cilhel
side (r1 the filcr. lt is one coniinLr
or$ art gallery.

'I hc lxrge buil.ling, of clillirenl
colofecl rna )le, is the llofencc
(lxlhcdr:rl The lrexigonrl LruilcliDg
is the l3xplistry Oo thfee ol its
sides i fc gfei t  br(nzc d(Dls.  wi lh
panels ihxl dcPicl stofics fucnn lhc
Old 

' lcstxn1ent. '

At this p()irx (nre ol ihe gun
ncrs ptcssecl tllc (r(nlrlnilncl l)uit(rl
(nr tLre intctlcom. ()vcrricling ()Lrl
' ( lx)k $ ()Lrr ' ,  !o rcPor '( , ' lhose
RL-nxissrr lcc t fc sln)ot ing dt \1

Pilot fo cfcn', I)i(l ilny()nc iicl
n slt()t rl! lhc Mll 109 thrl jusL \\"enl
l )y us?'  No rcply.

T ftxJli invcnlor1/. vc colrld 11o
l(ngcf se( the erst.() i rsL of lh.
Aclf l . r t i ( ,  l ) !Lt  we .ould sec thc wcsl
colst  ol  i i :L ly.

Nr\ ig:rr( t  k l  cfew, "L(x)k to l l re
| ight : rncl  ib l f t ru ' the r t)r ls lx l  pl ine
L() rhe othills oi lhe APcnnirtr's
xnd beLorv xt two iicl{)cli, is lhc lit-
de town ol Assisi. This wxs Lhc
bithplxce r |( l  l lo1nc () f  Sairr l
FrAncN, aL lllen \!-h(J Plexclrc(r x
serm()n to dre bitcls, cultivxLed a
r-osc withoul drorns, xnd in his
lxtcr J'exrs sufferccl the \\ounds of
the Crxci i ix ion. '

This rncnr(n.rblc dx-v $hich

,vou heve jrrst shxrcd \!'iLh me, m,r
crew. lncl rty squxdlon, lr'rs
[rster. 19:i'l

u 21H Pecl ([l

illst Ralnb.\4lndron
li5tl:) I3alnb aroltp

I IunPJ. rL'l ll Ik)snler

From the 15th Air
Force Honor RoIl -
455thBo.'rrb GrouP
We Salute You!

The 155th Boorbrldntent C'rouP
(H) is cited ft)r outstxncling perbr_
mance of durr* in irnlecL conflict
r!j$ the encmy. Although hxncli
crpped b-v e shortrge of Personnej
end opefeting with onlt 'i0 pcr.ent
of thcir nnintenxncc e(luiPmenl
grrund cre*'s. b,v rl'olking trotl J'+
to 1(r hours claily, lrnintxirlcd x
high percentage o[ oPerxtronxl ]ir-
(r:r[t du-ing lhc nxmths ()l the
arouD s combit  opelst lons'' 

On 2 Aplii 194'1, rlliry-fivc
B 2.1s, cxlryinlr  teo i00 pound gcn-
erxl plrrposc b(nl)s, trr;k otT t'n a
l'itel rnissioo to destr'oy thc
l)xinicr-PLrch Air 'craf i  I j rctory xt
Steyf,  Auslr i i r .  As pdt () f  Lhc sx lc
ol)etutkrn, fouf her\y l -)o rb gl1)Lrps
fronr Llle fiflh ving wcfc
schc.lulecl to dc"stfoy rllc Srq'f
vrLzl i rger$qrl<c Brl l  I lerr iog l ) l . lnt
rheLld () f  lh is gr()Lrp.

' Ihc succcss ()1 1hc cnl i f (  oPcfr-
tion $,irs cncl ngcrcd orl tllc l)onll)
rrrn $4rcn rL grotrp () f  I ]_17's uis
s(:cn in thc l!L|gct :rrell -.lr'lcl il low
cuDNrlrrs cLottcl Ilorlccl ()\'ef, conl
plelcly ol)scur'irtg Lhc lirfgel llllcl rhe
IJ lf grotrl) i\PPr'()x1nrNtclt. 

 

ir nnle
to t l re norl l reast lo(nn.cl  thc i rnP()r_
t^nt l)rl1 bexring pl1nt. rhe Stcyl
$rirlzhlacn'efkc . The ltroLrp lcxcief.
rrrrking i hxst)' dccision, .lecide.l
kr b.rDl) lhis nrorc viLrl cnelty rar-
gel which had n(n bccn borlrbecl

'l hlough{)ul dre borrb run, the
group rvas undcr aggrcssive iltrack
lionr :rpprcxirnatclY l5 cnenty
fighte|s N,hich Lrsccl r(rckcts. rcrln!
flek, ciLnnol), xncl lnx.llinc gllns jn

irn e11o'T t() disnlpt thc brmall()n
Dcspitc bc'xvv, inlens{, an.l '.lccu_ 

.
rrtc xnti eir.raft fire nncl c()ntiouelt
encln], filllrtcr etLacks. thc gr()up
rminrxined a cl()se forn tion '.lnd

sc()rccl cllrecl lliis (ro thls ullbrief.d
txrget. The coor.ilnaiion bct$'cen
th.- xftack Lrnits reslrltccl in 27
encrny fighlcrs dcstr()vecl, 17 prolr-

abl)_ destrovcd, xncl .J demagecl to
thc loss of f()ur ejr.nft bY thc

455th Bonbardment Group (H)

Ilxny direcl hits wcre scorccl on
the machine shops ancl a lxrge
cxplosion occured. coverng |lle
plant with dense snloke

The trenlefldous atedal clilnl-
age contriltrlteal gleatlv to the clrr-
trilncnt of ai( refl pro.luction by
the encmy a ti'ne ()1 gfeet lmP()r
rence. A latel Fifteenth Air force
N{on()l()!auc' ()n ihis .hy's oPeletion
piutiruhrLv mentions tire Eafextest
nurDbcr of hits bv lirc 'i55th

B.rnr l)ar( lment Crorrp (H)

D\ theif grim delerlnjnxti.m.
rhcir outstxndirg shill. incl unhcsi-
titing couflge in successhrlly corrr-
plding this f l ission, l l l lough thc
her! icst ( t  cr lcrrv oppos(lon- l l re
oificcrs :rncl enlistecl rrcrr of thc
+5;t l l  L l(nnl)r l rdnrcnt Cl(nrP (I I )

hx\e u|held thc hi8hcsl  nxdit ions
, ) f  l l r r  ln i l i l l ry ser1' icc thc|el>y,
lct lecl i rrg l t rert  crcdi t  t r l )on l l rc lr l -
s.h 'cs Nu(l  1l)e r \ f lncd l r(r les (r l  the
I lnrtc 'c l  Str tcs.

Il.l con)/kttd |l .ll4it)t (;('11ct-t1l

711)iltinll

HELP!
(hLhcri  e SPcw(rck, Anclfr \ r
Spewocl( s widow is secking rt
group ph.Jt()  () l  Rr) l )3r( ls. few
(713rci  s. tLrxch(xr) rLt \ .1 r lso inlof lniF
tion regrrr(ling tll. g|1run.L rftw
crcn chicl fi;r this ctc'\ she rrtiv
bc r'crchccl LLt Rd, 5, Box 140,
Latrobe, PA 15650-9102. Het
hr.isl)an(i Anclrc\r \vrs lt nosc lllffel
gul)ner on this crc\\I rnd is listcd in
this issue's Finrl flii.lhls.

l  l S + t  + l  + L | + 1 , + . 1  + 5
'Doctor, doctor, what's the news?"
answered Hal when his
doctor called with his test results.
' I have some bad news and some
really bad news, ' admitted the
docior. 'The bad news is that You
only have twenty-four hours
to l ive.'
"Oh my God," gasped Hal, sinking
to hls knees. "Whal could be
worse than that?'
' l  couldn't get ahold oi You 

"$ - $ - s



A Lovelv Letter
From Pit O'Boyle

l(ced PeaK s  no te  rn  l l l c

Cerignol:r Connections, 455th
Bonlb Ciroup Associetion
Newsletter appcalecl frrr sorre
infbflnation on those ()f the group
durinlt tlrining in ScottsblufT.

I grew Lrp in ScottsblutT and
rvas ernpkryed by xn ^lbcrl P.
Hxuke:$ a 'soda jcrk in his drug
slores, Onc was situxted on the
west sidc ol Maln Streer. near the
USO. Thc Veber FLrrnitr-ne stofc
had prcviorNly rrcupiecl the lruild-
jng tirit w:rs used f(n the USO. It
s,es icross the street tforn th--
Metlrodist Hospital. The older
Hxuke dnlgslofc lvlrs on easl sicle
{)f the nlain strcct lncl ck)sef t<) drc'llain Stxtion ancl Bus Stilri()n xncl
the roxcl info town 1i()ot tlte Arnty
AF l-lxsc.

tscirlg l)Lrt lbLrfleen yea$ old
clissiliecl rne in rhe l<id sistcr'
hrxcket of nrLLny of thc lllilituly
who l i -e( lLrenlcd lhc sodr l i )Ltnt: l in.
llly ()wn ()lclcr b&lhcl wils prepiLr
i,rg io ioin US Arlny Air F(r'cc xficr
hjs gmdr!r t ion whicl l  enablccl  n1c
t() l)cttcf undclstancl the entotions
of thc yr:Lrog nrilitary LLway fionr
thcir houlcs, |rany f<r| rhe firsr
t iue.

N4y pafents wc'rc vcry sttjct
witlr rne iLncl xhhouglt bLrr eigllt
bl()cks \\,!Lll( ro aocl lic-rrn worlt. my
lrthef caLrtk)usly, gt|rt'mlly p|ovicl-
ed uxnsp(n1ation. There were s(rre
hepi(lxtion of sol(lieN in the s  ll
cotxrlLnily. DLrfi ng workin€{ hours,
lvlr. Hxuke kept an cegle eye on
\\,hxl trxnspirecl bctvcelr the
petr()ns xncl his onployees. h spite
of these obstaclcs >grin< fiere
were meny grcat fricrl.lshjps rnn(le
xncl cortinucd xfrer depeture of
the treininlt crews through coffe
spondence. lled (lross taught rhe
ligh sclxDl girls how to knit
scanes and eocouraged nriting to
the servicc rnen. lf sLrgxr rxtions
\r.ere ?ldcqurte ...,r box of homc
nraclc lirdEie coulcl be mailccl to
onc or in()ther ancl so c oI the
lriendshlps macle, continlred
tlroullh many yca$. Geography
lrecame a rn()re jntercsting subject

lo stucly and history, bodr past end
thet being ftrde taken more seri-
ously. V meil lelten were the high
lilJht of the day. My Dad lud a
litany of hypothetical excuses s,'hcn
hc occasicnally came home empty
hancled from the post ofncc box tcr
1w() rnililary unclc s wives, my

Scottsblrilf is in wesl€rn
Nebrnska panhandle with agricul
ture it s prinary industry. Thc towll
was named for SCOTT, i rnenber
of a group who traveled the
Oregon Trail and was left by his
P:Lrty on thc sicil- ()f the blLrff:rntici-
p:rting thc ncxt Elroup wolrld be
better ablc to essist hifi. He \\,its
cleid when llrxt p;r11. fbund him.
The populxtion was probr[)]y
rb()!l 360(X) in cafly ro orid l9'l0s
nnd the Holly Sugal lacloly onc of
the pr)pulxf pl:rccs 1bl elnploynlenr.'llre ()\\'n of Clcrinla wrs across the
Platte l{i\.er to drc S()ulll ()f
scotlsl)lufL

Voluntary high $(hool srudcnts
wcr-c: ltiven dllys ofl fiolu school ()
bc !rucked t() pofitto inrrus to ltelp
pick the potaocs .lllcl the nrem(ry
()f tlx)sc dtys ire ()f the tun thnr
we hrd & lireling pnt*)ric, shnfing
lrrr>wn bag lu0ches lh t probxl)ly
cost nlorc llun lhe \\,iLgcs nlidc
Thosc crisp ancl cfttnch flcsh pota-
toes peeled s.ith sollrcone's jlLck-
knife supplemcntccl when the
you11g people's ippctites exceedecl
the c()nlenrs of rhcir l>ro*,n bags.

On lln)sc rrDs, \e olien wxve.l
xs we parsscd cirher' the tls Army
Air tslsc tlut was :Lbout four or fivt
miles e1rst of Scottsbiull, or the
Itilirn P()\fl camp tllxt \\,xs s()urh
west. Guarcl$ liom the POW c:rnrl)
rncL lhe IIS Army Air li)rce pe$on-
nel end the Paratroopers ancl crens
fr-om Trr:np Cefier xircrxft fr.rDr
Alliancc, NI were evef r.yinli fbr
thc olcler girls a$entiorN and dre
volunteer Sirls attendecl .hnces
spons(rcd by local ()rltxnizatj()ns.

Mr. Ramev, wuxing nostalgic o1'
thosc .lxys is a favorite pastinlc c)1
my husband ()f 53 ycars ancl r\\r) of
his lbrmel crew nr:rtes u,ho went
1i()nr Scottsbiuff to Langly I'ielcl, VA
pfior to being assigned io .155rh,
74Jrd end evenrually thc Liberaior

'leepee Time Cal in Italian
Campeifan. Saclly. rve cliscovered
thc whcreabolrLi, of 1r fcnrfth mcm
bcr ol dre crew but :r few months
bcfole his demise. The namcs
Johnson, Harold Cl. Brooks, Sernmy
Ginsl)ery, Pete Pcicrson.
P:rul Tatof Chct llosaec, I,l:rx. C.
\vinc, Omer Cluck rncl my hus
band, Jinxny O Boyles h:rve thcir
place in hisluy of ScottsblLrll ancl
Lhxt of WWII.

Shor cl yoLr be interestccl in
aclclitiomrl inlomrxti()n, plcesc feel
frcc to ccntxct e xnct T s,ill tly l()
rnswcr 3ny quest l(nrs tnat yoLL nr iy
hivc. This inlin-n]xrlon mey scelD ?
bit narcissistt hut :rrcn t rll pers()n-
xl mem(njcs thusi The yoLDrg lnan
$xi .:rmc intcr the drLrgst()rc with
Petcrson ancl Cluck, ()f his crcw,
tnincd lo bc a txil llunner ancl ilcw
5l nissions. Ile:Ln.l I lniu.riccl in
April ol 1947 when I was 1{J & hc
23. At rctircnrent of hi (:ilrccf il1
t . lsAl 'he wl ls i r lso nirh the 155th,
n()t rlre ,155rh llolul)iudlDenl (irouL)
l l tJ l  rhe 455!h SrrRregic N4jssi lc
\X/ing kxrrtcd in Mift)l. Nl)

Thc +tllir]l lddrcss is
PatriciaoB@prodlgy.net in tire
cvcllt you dle ()n conlplrter, t(x),

lJcst rcgarcls :lnd bcst wislles
lbr ir llappy Holidxy Scason. \!e,
, is vou Lrndoul) lcdly,  are in thc
thfoes of tltc l)usv sensrnttl prcpil-
f . r l ions but. lUS't  lucl  t ()  touch l)ase
wirh you rclJu.li'r!l Sc()fisbluft ar
d1c suggcstioi ()f ()ne of thc crew.

Patricia (Donahue) O'Boyle
5802 No. 42nd Avenue
Phoenix, AZ 85019-1a2O
(602) a4r-54t 5



Brouoht "TePee Time
Gal" Flome 

'

First Lt. Darrell G. Snook (left), E808
Thirty-eighth, being congratulated by
his qroup commander at a 15th air
torce base in ltaly after he tlew the
Liberator bomber Tepee Time Gal
home from her 100th mission. A vet-
eran of 22 combat missions, Lt.
Snook brought the battle-scatred
bomber home on onlY thtee englnes
alter bombing railyards at Linz,
Austria. The Plane has 1000 flying
hours in it$ log.

Top Row
Darrell Snook, Hamilton Frost Harold
Berman, James Reddy

Lower row
John Allen, Ingram Boudousqule,
Anthony Delgallo Bernard Bloom,
Will iam Garland, Louis Betti

Armament Section
740th Bomb Squadron
Standing L-R: Walt Ziobro (Mass);
Ken Miller (Mass); Chuck GregorY
(NC); John Wade (NIich); J.W. Clark
(Ark); Danny Bachman (Calif); John
Bouska {lowa); Ll. Shimrock (Ohio);
Jack Thomas (Colorado); John
Macario (NY); Jim EbY (ohio); Bil l
(Pappy) Hays (Tenn); Al Reiwe (Wis)

Kneeling: L-R: Hubert SPeer (Tenn);
Aldine Turner (VA); RalPh Pacey
(Ohio); Harry lsenstein (NY);
Kirchqessner (NY); Bil l Haggadone
(Mrch]; Leroy Seum (NJ); Gerard
Cassidy (MO); Robert Bradley (lL);
Robert Kelly (NIich);

Sitt inq: L-R: Maurice Wiles; Don DYer
lTexai;, Joe Macavoy (PA); Curtis
Murphree (Texas); Howard RaY (lL);
John lvlerkle (NY); Frank Navich (PA);
Devert Buchmaster (Calif); Larry
Nolan (PA);

1 0

Lvino Down: L-R: Herb Boerum (NY); Bruce Rice (MN); Mole alias
H'aroiO Cuiton (p,q); John Thomas (MD); Joseph Hunt lconn)l Walter
Mislik (Nilich); Nathan Falwkowitz was still in the hospital'



Plaudits to Al Asch,
455tbB.G Historian

Gull Lrke's .Ufred Asch knows
first hand dre sacrilices ancl the
dedicxtion of thc lforl.l \irxr II sol
cliers who fouEllrt 1.) keep this
country 1iee. Thxt's why ,\sch, a
\rWII B 24 bomher pilot, has
worked harcl to rnake sure drat no
one forgets the lcEiacy left by rhe

Sincc his retiremen! as e
coloncl fror]r the I;ritcd States Air
Forcc il.I 1968, Asch has written
boohs, reised rnoney irnd helped
sct uP monLrments to titc nteln()ry
ol the Pil()ts. navigato$, glmncrs
an.l others n'ho scryed.

He flefi,' his lirst rlrissk)n in
19.12 xgninst aD ironw(nks in thc
t()wn ot T.lilc in Gerrll:in-o(\rpiccL
lirILn(:cr. Thc nlcnl()ry of thxt sU11
l)Lfns briqhtly in llis ntin(l. ils clo
lhc dct;rils of olher ntissions llorvn
i l [ ln inst Lhe ( iefnl i rns io lur()pe,
Noflh Aliicr nnd It,lly.

Af ief  his f i$t  t ()uf  ( t :c(nnl) :rr  ls
n pi l ()r  u, i th !h( 93r( l  B(nrr l )  Cfoup.
Asdr ioiD(( l  Lhc l i5rh lJorrr l )  Croup
ils r11 oD(rfirti()r'ts oft](ef. In 1991,
Asfh joinccl  fc l i fed c(toncls l tugh
It .  Cl | . r l1 in( l  I lx)ntxs A. Rttnrcy l ()
cor l l r lhor " lhe 51()f) 'o i  lhc'  155th
BoNl) ( l l \ )up (TJ) Yror ld Wrf l l :  ' lhc

| l ig lr t  of  thc \ iu l$rr  VLrhlr fcs. '  Thc
volLrnre rcl ls xbout dre wrr expcri
cnces ()f rhosc \.r'ho seNecl with thc
grolrP. -l'his bool(. il(xrg $'ith olh
cr-s \',r'itten hy ,{sch. nrxlre srnc thc
mernorics tlut iue still so clcer io
lim rnd i)ther vetclens wili be
srrecl lin ftrnfc gcncriLi(ms.

"l drink all vdc.rins remenrbcr
the rvar l;er::llrst- ol the pxrfiotisnl
ol the men vrhr:r lbuglrt end rhc
pe()ple bx.li horne \\'h() supporrccl
tlre $.ar cfli]lt," Asch iol(L Spccial
\{/iircl Cluis'l(N'er in in Aug. 21
Ilonret()wn Ga7efic lllsl sk)ry.

'Every one of us l()sr x lot of
friends r'ho nude the suptcmc sac
dfice by gil.ing their lives. Ir the
alr war over lur()pe :Llonc. \\,e l()st
()\'er 30.000 aimren, an(l mrne of us
cxn lolget lir:r[."

]n addition to \\,ririnit books,
Asch scrvcd as presiclenr in 1997 .rf
x nonprofit jlrorp of B 2,1 vet,-rans

who misecl rnore than $200,000 for
a large bronze rcplica of fie
bomber and a plaque praising the
nemory of the men nho flen
them. The memodrl was set up in
the garden of the tlnited Statcs Air
Force ,^caderry in (lolorado
Sprifigs, Cok). Asch also wrote I
''Book of llernembrance ' rhal
cluonicles the B-Zli's history xncl
1he crcation of the memorlal.

The same nonProfit group
donated $25,000 to tlle Air lj{)rce
Mcolorial plannecl jor Vashinilt()n,
D . C .

Asch ancl his l,rle, Naolni, hxve
t$ro sons, foln granclchildren encl
lwo gre:LFgfindchildren. 'l hey hvc-
bcen maffied 57 yexfs. ,\sch grew
up in tscvL' l t ()n,  xnd his wi lc wrs
raiscd in lhe Allegxn-Otscgo rrcx.

Prcscrving the lcgircy oI the
vetclans is llrlport:rnt to both. ll)e
cor.rplc lrrs privriely donated I clis-
play cnse dedicxtccl [o t]re gjrc{
Bolnl) (jror.rp in rhe Mighty Eigltrh
Aif Forcc IIcrilrge A4uijcLrnr in
Savrnnarl t ,  Cr,

Katktntazao Gctzelle
lilitotial SeU. 9, 2000

From the Log of
Arnold

t t l('oroDefg 
lr | |

t l k  I - l \  l F .  M . ^ t l l l l N t
t l rnes in on 17 leb. 19i5.

By neans of .r .i x 6' pocl(ct
n()reb(x)k T kcpt n()res conccrning
our flilihr ro traly. \fhy I clicl rhis I
clon't recxll and h3vc never kept :l
diary since. This loEa is de.licxied ro
JinrL's Pete$on. Richxf.l Anclerri.rn,
Ceorye croh, Phlllil) MrCleexry,
-Jrrnes Dory .ncl Rlvmrnd Rurt
*4x; have macle dreif irirl flilllrts.

cRE\(r 9351
P Pcrel1.'ion. _Jxnres E. 2n.l I-t.
C.P lrclerson, llichard B. V()
ll. Ilenpt()n. Kconcth R.. 2nd Lt
N. Groh, Gcorgc ,{ t/o
E. Gol.ll)erq. Ar0old L CDI.
R. Mccleeery, Phillip R. Cil.
G. Anderson, Cleve J. Cpl.
G. D()ry. J:rncs C. Cpl.
(1. flurgc, lrank D. Cp].
Cl. Rool. ll:ryrnond F. Cp

FEts 17TH 1945 TOPI]KA

T()night we are ale(e.l once
again. The wcather is flne. Looks
like s-e q,'ill fin: ly ger off

I'EB 1BTH TOPTI'{
'Ihis is it at last. After chow ar

rni.lnight. wc Lrriefecl xl ()ne ANL
Clur ship was second k) trke o11.
we got ofl the ground at 0J:12.
nnking a nice txl{eof}. Poiminll our
nose exst ll-e $clc cxl our nray
()Lrr routc $'as over s(nlc ltugc
cities such is lr1. Wxyne,
Springficld, Tded() xncl Cllcvcland.
NILrch to our disl xy. s'e coulcln t
see any of the towns duc Io the
ovclcrst. After wc hit Buffxk). ihc
ckrl]ds beean to bleek x liftlc ancl
we coul.t scc thc groun.l Wc
pxssecl ()ver thc ouLskift of
l{()chesief xnd that lnrde mc holne-
sickt l ) ixnnc wls down rhcrc and I
rvls Lrp hcfc in the l)llle. As wc
pltsscd ovcf Syfxcrrsc arci Albxfy ir
\'"?s vcry cli)Lldy. At Albany rve
cltangccl cour'se and headed fbf
Cicnici f  Ficl l l  nt  Maochesrcr.  NI l .' lhc lveAthcr u,ats cleat,  wc )t : tc l  no
tr)Lrl)le fincljng the field. \Xt lnndecl
r l  lor57: jusL in t i rnc'  fof  lunch.
NoLlr ing hrppened dLr ng lhe uip.
Lhe ship \ 'v ' rs l l r  A'1 shnpc.

l lcrc r t  Grenicf  u,L'  were
rushe(l thru ploccssing :Ln(l nlcclictl
check-$tich rvrs rmrre or. lt-ss a
lifce. At supply $,e dicl gct thc lrvo
piece elecrric llying slri! :Lnd x drfn
grxrl pair of srur glasses. \{rc \r'ere
vefy h.1ppy to get oLrr bx icks
xssillnccl since we dkln\ have :rny
sleep xll thar nighr. As lu( l{ \\'oulcl
hxve 1r \\-e h,rcl ro l)def ar 19:00. lr
lvxs i$'o hours later beti)rc \r'(' g()l
back xnci at 12:00 I \1as in clrcelrl
lxnct

I.'FI]. I'TIJ C]zuNIER FI,D.

At 0tr00 \\'e \\'ere ru(lch- e$,,rk
encd. $/c packe.l our str l ancl ete
cho\-. At 07:a)0 v"'e n'cll.' piched r.rp
rnd tlken ()ut io or! shiir. We
lbund Lhxr the phnc wrs loaded
\\,ilh e lot morc cqlriprnent such as
sleeping bigs, bhnkets. xncl K
ratjons. By the lirne we \vcre reL.ll-
to cllnk up lhe enEilocs it \\'as
10:30. At l0: t j  \1e \ \ ,ere of]  the
liround \\,ith plenW of pouel tO

con lnued an  Pase 12  j1
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spare. This ti e wc were heacling
no(h ()ver Portlend, Augusta,
Beng(n, and Presque Isle then on
to Go()se Bay, Lrbrxdor. Wc Ptlt
thc wheels down at Coose Bey xl
16:07 atier e ilighr of 5 hrs and 51
flinutcs. ve parked our sht) on
the Caneclian renrp, clost'cl it up
putlilrg on enginc c()vers. etc. We.
wefe then taken to opelations and
chccl{e.l in.

I-tB. 201t1 GRIINILR FLI).

Now well past midnight s\\'edc
xnd I hacl t() go our :Lnd gxs uP thc
plane. Thcre w.rs x helL c,f x 1()t of
snow, fivc to six lect in rncrst
pl3ccs. Ry thc time wc g()t Lo thc
nless h:rll, Ntc irnd f{)und oLlf bif_
nrks jt wxs ca,ly AM. Rcste.l nrost
of thc dry.

blill. 2ls't coosE BAY

A l  0 0 1 1 5 .  y e s  l 2 r l 5  A M  w c
Nwnkcned. wc werc til(ing oll
eady lhxl  ruorning. ' lhc I t i l (x,  Co-
Pilot, Nnvigit()f tnd l{adio oper:llor
hncl to bc nt :r l)ricfirrg nl 01r30 \xrc
atc clx[v rncl g()t lo thc OPcmlions
Cu iLboLrt thrLt lirrlc. We lrLlng
'.r|ouncl drcr'c LrDtil 05:00 l)clorc wcl
wcnt ()Lr! to ollr shiP. Tt didn t lLLkc
lrs k)ng |() stfip llle covers oif the
ship an(l get il rcxcly li)r trrl(eoll. At
(:l6ri-l wc were ofl tin- Mc-cl(s Fielcl,
Tcchnd. ft \!xs r slfxiglrt corlfse,
ovel w'.rtcr all thc waLy, excePt for
ihe onc check Poirlt we hit as $'c
s'ert aJ\,ef llle corncr ()f crcenl'.Lncl
As we al)prox(hecl Crcenlard we
sarv our ' f i rst  Iccbergs, i l l  shapcs
runcl sizcs. 1he tip of (lrecrlan.l

thxt \\,c saq' was e clesohtc ancl
rough looking sigllt. w3s txidy
ck;trrly most ()f thc wxy with ()pen

ings here ancl thelc xll()wioll us to
scc the \\,:rlcf. \Ve did see x fc$'
i)thcr planes on the wiY but th,rt
$ as ell. v/e sightcd lceLxncl ight
on tirnc, the field wxs righr urlclcr
us. At 1.1:23 we set do$'n otl Meeks
Ficld. whcn \ve LeIt Goose B;rI it
was 20 belo\\. blrt herc it wis 2
xbovc xnd vcu- litde snow. \l'e txx-
ie.l thc ship to one of thc clispersxl
elexs, just xs we got lhe whcels
chocked thc s'ealher changecl. It
begxn slros'ing so we got t[e

1 2

engine cove$ ofl in a hlrffY. The
wind blew likc all hell. The snow
w,ls really bad but bY the tinle we
finished it stoppccl and was cleilr
agxin. Swecle and I staycd xt thc
pl.ure w.lrtinq fr,r thc grb fru.k in
the nteJn t imr r l te rc\ I  r ' t  tne huys
wcnt to chcclr in. DotY was to
srand guarcl all night, he cxmc out
rrvo hours later, sweclc an.l I wcre
still waitin:l for the ges tnlck. llc
were so tirccl .l0d hunglY we said
thc hell witb the gas. we walkecl to
dre hanger where you catcll tbe
bus to the hut encl thc nress hell

.JLrst about dris ti e it sl:rred to
lrail. I h:Ld ncvcr seen hxiL as lolrillr
as this wxs. Wc finallY got to lhc
mess haii, hx.l e cold meel, then
tfied t{) fiod our hut Nith thc .1]rec
tions lhey grve Lls. il t(x)k ovcr xn
hour lt wirs x snrxll hut with x
ctrruecl roof, cli{ pick!'cl lround
thc sides. Twclve mcn t() x hut
$ith :rmly cots nDd iln ()il sLov(:
AboLr!  oo{ ' i l  was $nowing l ike
iucl. wc were bcit, hitting thc s.lc
wrrs r'r() plo|lrem,

fliB. 22ND lvl!.IUKS FTEl.t)

I \\'ol<e up nllor.ll 8 AM. llle rcst
of thc boys werc' srill .rslccP. I lig-
rrrccl I bctter !!o otlt :lnd fclieve
l)ory Nt dre ship. i.fter a good
brcrkfLLs( I  wenl ()u!  to lhe pl lne lL
snowecl very little during lhe lighl,
!hc- rveathcl wlls tlirly good now l
got ro the p13nc, l ) () ty s 'xs sorrncl
xslccp, r)n thc tliitht cLc(l(. wmPped
up in r  s leepinf l  brg. He wls sofe
l)eciLlsc the gis allck crnlc xl)otll
2 AlVl .ind mx.Le him retlrel. He
wcnt bnck to sleep. I sxfely-wifcci
drc ges tanks nnd Llid I tew othef
snnll things rrouncL thc plane.
Abour I I A-M it began to sn()w
hlrcl. I $.oke Doty r4r, \1-c ck)sccl
the ship up tight t.r keep the sno\a'
r:[rt and flxecl the b.lg c()vcrs
Doty's plricllute clrlle ()Pen, \!'e
hrcL to txke it over to tllc h:tngcr t()
be repxcl{e.I. To liet therc we welc
ridjn!{ in an open jeeP with it
snowing like hell. From lhcrc \\'e
rvent back fbr clrcw. This timc lt
was sno\\'i[!{ so badl,v rh'.rt ill
guards {'ere orclereLL in.

FEB. 23RD thru 27TH I\'IIEKS
IIIELI)

During this periocl the sno\\'
storfirs were terriJlc. we hibernated
in our huts. Once in xs hilc it
rvould stop snorving for a lcw
hou|s. then before you knew it, jt

was snowinll agnin, lDosl ()l tlrc
time with a terrific wincl behind it
F.very moning we hdcl lo be .lug
out, il wxs imPossible k) oPcn the
dool from the ilrside. A1 othcl
limes we hed () Lrsc the windo\r'
(llrr oil st()ve gxve Lls Plcnty .,
troublc. One nlllht \:\e wcfit to
$o-k on it. cleancd it oul ind
ldjusrecL the floel. It R,1)rked flne
afier rhxt. l)Lring evcry bre.rk in
thc sblm \\c'rlrshed oLil fbr oil
sirce we hxd x lot of l{-llxLi(rns
ir(nn the plrnc we hxcl PlcntY rc
eirt whcnevel lhc sel ler was st)
bx. l  that ne coLrld not rrrdkc i t  k)
the nrcss hxl l .  wc slept Ltnt i l  aboLrt
one. Ihcn rxiscd hcl l  $ i lh K-
RxLi(xrs. To prss thc hnle wc wr'ote
ldrers of phvccl  pi f i )c lr le trnt j l  2 ()r

I  in t l rc nx)fnrng

l,ul. 2l{lH x,iF.EKS l'�lDLt)
' I l lc Nel lher l in i t l ly dc. l rc( l

!(xlxy. Allcr exting aho\\' Milc, Root
xnd I  wcnt ()ut  ()  t l lc ship. wc
clelrrrccl most of thc slrow oLrl ol
thc l )(nnl)- l ) ry,  lhefc cc{ninly wx$
pl( 'nry in there. lhe $'r l isf  gLlnncrs
lfcr \\,lrs 3ls() covcfccl lvitil sll()w.
To()k lhc c ginc covss ()If thcn
srr ed thc engines Tf hLrcl l)ccn
rbout r rvecli sinrc lhc Plxoc w:rs
idlei it sl.(ccl rigirt ttP, gxvc il :l
goocl prcilight insPc.tion. wc got x
prfrixl pry. Nncl xll I \l,ilnted wrs
sl0 Thsl night \ \ ,c \ \ent lo lhe
sh()w to kill tinre. \\e sxw 'KeYs ()

thc l(ingcLonr''. il w.s very good
Afief dle ln.r\.ie wc \\''cnt ()vel to
Rcd Cr()ss firr c()ffec xncl .krtrEih
nurs. venl b,rck t() thc hlrt lo Pllry
crrds ancl Iexsl on K Rili(trs lill
ab()Lrt tbfee in trrorning.

X,IAIT. 1ST ]\4I]EKS FTF,I-I)

As usuxl it \e'irs nc)on bcfi)re wc
got up ancl went to chow. Then
out t() thc line \\,hcre the Plme
ivxs, wc lblnrd PL-lc xrld Hallrplon
Sincc tllerc $-xs .rn LO. c(nnpliilnce
for B 2.i s rvc !f)t a rlcchanic from
the hangr:r stlrrtcd dre engines xn.l
ser the lllrofflcs in compiiancc srith



dlc nc$' dircctivc. AJicr cho\\' \\'_c
s.$, a show Flamc of tsarbar\
Coesf , ses OK. Bcfore the picture
thc band pleycd sonlc popuhr
tunes, thcy wcrt- Eiood. As usLrsl
we heacled for coffee aml ciough
nlrls xt the Red Cross, bxck to the
hut for pnrrrhle Lrntil AM then the
boys started shtxrting the bull.

MAR, 2NI) MF,EI{S FIELI)

The wind was blowing xg:rin
but fiis tlme it was fiom thc gulf
an(l \!-arm, ivlost of thc snow \\'l1s
bcginning to mclt .  I t  wxsnl t i l l
noon thxt n.c got uoving ancl lnin
ilicd to Eict to chow. lor r tlext \Ve
were rble to take slrowelr; encl
slrrve thxt xf tem(x)n. After suPper
rve herdecl frn the rheater fbf ir
specixl sho\v..lust about no\\' lt
l)e.qxfl i:riningi rtter \\'c \\,crc
sorkccl rhey ler us insi.lc. Thcy
slx)we(l us rcr[icted nrovics fio! 6
lo 8 thcn it {i thc stngc sh(^\i wLth
llritish Lrc(r's, lhey were pfetly
go()(l .A.lier the sh()w we wcDr to
llle l{e(i ()1)ss f(n cotflc xnd
di)LrFlhnlr ts theI]  l ( )  the hLrr

N4AR, JR]) l \4I ]  I i iS FIEI, I)

.A.horLt 06:i0 tltcy rvokc us up
rod sii(l wc wcfc leaving ()chy.
We xre !r jj(x)d 1r|erLkt:rst, got orrr
snrtT togethcr' ancl hL'x(Lc(l lbr rhc
pl,Lnc. (bnlpletcd thc pfcllilahl,
\\'hcn thc pibt llllcl fcsr affivccl wL-
gor going. Just b!:tilrc \!c Ncr'c sL.r
() talic .rtl, our clcctlicrl syslcll
f:lilccl, \:"c h.d to comc [)ack in incl
change the l )xt tedes. At I2:15 (cl ' )
we \\'ere otJ the gmund hcacLing
tin thc Uritlsh Tslcs. ,\s I rjD \\'firinft
thls we arc xbout hilf \|iv clilnl)
ing to 15,000 f lct  to gd ib()ve t l le
ovcrcast. \Vc flt-*, ovcl Nolthern
Ilclend ilrd hit lhc c()xst ()f
Inglancl Lhen followed the b.-am
int() V:rlley \Xrxles. \ve lanclccl hcrc
about 6:.15 a tlight ol6 1/2 holr$.
This pl.cc is rt-ally chicken - we
hevc to wcar class A s l)efore we
cen eat. We \\,enl thr()ugh thc usual
processing rncL fin:rlly \\ c-r'c
xsslgned x barrxcks. Tt cert;linly
q'as a dfcxly and demp place.
,\lmost cvcrvthing \\,rs blacke.l out.
OLlf mxttresses were in thrcc

pieces and the blankets were besl
dcscriLred xs Ilorsc blankds. \Yy'c
weired lbr a chow truck tcr rake us
dle lour miles to mess hal1. lhis
place is spreecl dll ()ver the arex
wilh farn$, houses encl n'hat have
you 1n-lrtween. 'lhe old stone
fences still in place scparating thc
horNcs end t?1nn. \{/ith it liicl out
this way a bomb,rtt,rck \orLlcl ha!c
cliiliculty in pinpointing a Largel.
'1he clxrw $'as terrible but $e \\'ere
so hunllT rle atc an)nviy.

MAR. :iTH VAI,I,F]T \TALES,
I3RTTISH TS],F,S

There was a 25 Lrour hspect()n
due {)n l l re plxne so t  hacl  to be
oui there xt 9 AM. NIac wirs out nt
the plirnc ell night. I wokc hirD op
iLnd scnt hiln in. I pullcd drc
iospcctkrn by rnysclf, it w:rs:r slow
pfoccss but I linelly llnished.

]VIAR. 5T]J VAI,I,EY W\LIS,
]JRITISII ISLIIS

Wc wcrc llwikcnecl nt 5 A,\'1 I()r
l)fjcflng. It u,Ns iir25 l)ef(re we g()1
c,li lhc ground he clinli s()Ltlr f(r'
Al i ic .  lhere werc d()u( ls nro$r of
the way \Ve lxssecl ovcr'thc tip oi
Sprin xnd Uew out xbout l0 rr l iLcs
fi(rr coarsl of Pofiugfll Nouth to
(iibl:Lltxr (nr 1o At ci. Wc lin(lcd rt
Mdfukcch at 17120 al ief  l |55 hours
in thc air'. lt cerLainly w:Ls w,I r'lr,
thc' sun wars shining bright, we
coulcl see snow-crPped nxnnltxins
i1] the distence. lhe flelcl wxs
fathcr nice even lh()ujth \\,e slept in
tents xncl hxcl t() r.rse oul mcss l<its
fdr rhc chow which wasnl bo ba.l.

I,IAR. 6TII N,LARRAKECH AIR
FORCT BASI, AI]RICA

We \\'ere rwilkorcd irboLLt si-\
ihls rnornrrg encl wl:- sLrrc l tL'al lo
gcr up, ir s'irs so chilly. V/e rle
chorv ancl were ouL to the plane
aD()Llt seven as the sun \\'',ls Just
st:rrring to conc up. By cighr \\,e
s'cre up in thc air ancl on ()ur wxy
to Tunis. ,\Lrour two lroLrrs ot of
Tunis thc \\,e?ther tumed bacl and
our luei hlr,. Cxlled in nnd
received permission to land ;li
Allaiefs. Tlis icld is all Brilish ancl
Flcnch, thcre were (nl,v four tls
planes on the fielcl. Wc arc llreat

cho\\, ancl slept in the olllcers bar
racks. Bcst 01' all wc could go ft)
town as soolr r1s vue *,eshed end
clrangecl. \Ve rvere off for Algiers,
cxught x cl truck $xt dropped us
ofT :rt the Red 0()ss center in tov!'n,
lB rniles iorn the fic']c1. \It g.vc
thc Rcd Cross LruildinEl thc once
ovel anal had somelhing t() e:rt xt
theil s11,lck bar 'lhe ro\\'n is about
closecL except for x fel smell cafcs.
Its a tairly rnodcrn toBn, builclings
lairly oc\a ancl dre_v hed street cxr's
'1he sicle slreets ce r inly were
l:l.trk. we cl|Iied our':i5's anci
knives \\'ilh us. we h:rcl lten
wrrned dnl if the Arxbs cxughl
yolr xl(nre you rnight gct rctrbcd
rnd bcatcn. Thcrefore we lrl\'eled
in i r l  lcasl  t i r lees." '1he Arlbs wr:
s3w were qLrile lhe si.qlrt to us with
thci l  hcxd bxnds <;r  sktr l l  caps encl
fuggeo r):rggy panrs.

A,I\R, TTII ALGIDRS DRT|ISH &
T'RT]NCH A1 RBASI.: ,  AFRICA

\(Ic ' \v(rrc up lx)ut l0 AM, gor
our stull bgethef, went t() dron'. Il
wLrs Ll l)c urifill dxy, the sLln wits so
rice :!rd wxfnr \fc llrtccl to lc'nve
bLlt  c()Lr ldn' t  f lnd in cxcuse to
sDend nnorhcr lrisltl. wc t(x)k olT Llt
t )  t )  I r r '  n ln ts .  t l t ( r  \ l j . t !Def  \ \ .15

l )nd r l l  thc wny with poof vis ibi l i ty.
'Wc rDiclc TLrnis rt 17150 whirh
grve Lrs 2125 hours i f  r i f .  for r
charge Perefson m.rdc r llirly
grxrcl lanclng. T st.ryccl ir thc plin.
Lrnt i l .Jf .  canrc bircl( ,  r lut  i \ ,es r l )out
8 PM. I nrirdc nry $'iry ro thc nrcss
hall, ate, thr'n fbu[d my ro()nr ()Lrr
quarters were jn a dilapid,!le(t
hotel I t(x)l( x hor showcl thcn k)
bed.

MAII. 8TH TI]NTS, TUNISIA AFRICA

V/e Nere supposed t() talre otT
exrly lhis finnllnll hut rhe wexthcr
rvas bad so thc fliglrt was c:rn
ccllccl. wc EIor oua our blouses and
rl,ent i[to Tunis. ln ()r.ler i{) quxlify
fol a pess you were requirccl to bc
xr the base ,iB hours \ire chanEtccl
the cixte on our r?1tion cards and
got our passes. Burgc, Root,
Andcrson 1 .a 2 and me calrghr a
ride on e Bdlish Cxnteen trrck,
enclcd up jn the centcr of to$/n.
\\Ic walkcd rlolrnd ld)king the

con inued on Page 14 13



place {)ve1, there v"erc still a few
bombed orn buildings. Arabs run
ning arcunci with veils over thelr
faccs. French lvas the lsnguxElc in
the greater p:tr1 of rcwn. \tre encle.l
up al a bxr, hxci wine xncl ()goec

A litdc Itrlian kicl cxme ovcl t() us,
he rvas about elever, , xskecl if v,/e
wanted d g()od Place to eat. We
wcnt with hirn to a French home
wherc we hed some good winc,
ancl rncal. Cost us 100 tixncs. we
wenl bad{ tcr the l)af we slafied
1iom, the Anclcrsons eod iloot con
tinued drinking. Burgc rncl I
walked around firr x while thcn
al>out fivc, r.er'tt back to the base
The little ltdian kicl couLd also
spedk French :rnd Anreric|o, he
I\,:rs e slnafl cuss. FIis ftrnily was
bonrl)ccl oLrl jn TtxlY, thxt's when
they all cxrnc over k) Tunis. It$ a
dilty ton'n, sorre ()f thc Ararl)s :lre
qLrite x nlcss, d]cy hxd these old
stfect cxrs 2 or 3 hooke(l togel.hcr
rnd j innncid wi l l l  l )coPle At ( l ]e

llclcl wc s()ppccl nl dlc PX, bolrgirt
cignfetlc$ xnd cnncly Thc iewelry
thcy hnd lof salc wlls verY expcn_
sivc, 30 $ 40 clolhrs Rx d bracclct
I  lc l !  r  coLd c() luing on so I  l l i t  thc
sxc catfly, sorte ol tlle ()thcfs wc t

MAR, 9TH 1L]NIS. l  LJNTSIA AFRICA

-A.t 6:15 AM wc were uP xnd
ready ii)f chos'. lt wxs r.lilling, \1c
wonclefcd ii we rvoulcl gct off \Uc
wellt oLrL Io the silip, alDul 300
yarcLs aw:ry was a Pilc of wlccked
cerrrxn pl.rnes. fighters, borttbcrs
xnd tro()p cltrriers comPlclclY
t(n'.rlcd - jLNt a heaP of jrLnk
NotlinJa llrclc woltl] txkinli \(e
frnxlly g(n oif B'ith e nress oi t)lhcl
ships ts l7s and Fl-24s. As wc ile\t'
out ()1. dtc hxrbof we cor.rl.l sce x
lDcss ()f sunkei ships. ln lhe dis
tancc on a hill we sew thc nlins ol
Clxrthage. Vrc flew ecross thc Streil
of Sicily rhen lrrtgged the eilsl c()asl
of Sicily xl()ng the bottotn ol booL
arolrnd thc heel, up the Adriedc
See to Biri and inlo Gioix $'here
ne hnded. We chcckecl in the
plane, unl()adcd aLl thc equiPment
,rnd turncd in $-hai we had to. ve
sere esc()frcd to lents, l'or a stovc

dley used barels that burnecl
w()od, m()st of it was so green il
w()LLld n()l burn. As usual we used
olrr ness kits for chox'wl ch
wasn't too bed. we ixed uP our
cots, wrote a fcw leltcrs belbre hit
dng the sxc.

X,LAR. 1OTH GIOIA AIR BASE ITALY

That nigllt s/e almosl lroze, it
wxs that c()1l:1. \X/e hed a light sn()\\'
that night. Our lect serc like ici'
cles that morning. It s'ls noon
beforc we thawecl or-rt.'ilnt niglrt
ab()LLt tive wc illl went into t(n'n
welkccl Up lrncl down the stfeel
checking everything out. v/c triecl
thc liecl Cross Ccnler, thc ()nlv

respcctxblc pllce in t()wn ve
enclcci  up at a bar on the PP,
cll.ank $ine & ltftrcly, hrcl ir goocl
tinre singinli 'rnd etc.

MAR. I I1 ' I I  GIoIA AII I  BASI] I IA])
'We 

wcrc t()lcl thrll to(lxY wc 1re
lexving t i r r  thc 301tLl  v ing, x ln\r l
90 rniLc$ n(r'tl'1. Afler \ae lncl .h()w
llrey Lo.rdc(l us on trLr('l(s illlcl
shoved of-f tin oLu new bxse li
wrs x l )e.rr l t i fu l  dirv  

 

( l  i l  n ice
dusly de. 'iie l(Dkc(l o!(:r llltl
country sidc ns wc tr'A\'(llcd, srlw
plenty of rrnnto on lhe sl(lcs
Findl ly feA(hc( l  ()Ltr  c lcsl int t i (  .  thc

742ncl I lonrb Sq.,  455ih B(nrrb ( ;P

|vcrT(nc livecl in lellts hcre Tilcre
wcrc a ll$' woodcn l)triklings,
rrrcss hali, rec room etc we wcre
givcn x lcft thxt \axs in sxcl siuPe.
no stove, no n()tl ng \VL- h.lcl to
really scnxurgc irr()LLnd l() ljn(l a
stove. \vc hxal no plxcc t() wilsh,
wc werc clilt)" with s(nt in.l clirr'
\Vc \vefe ccrlainly one Pissed off

X'LA.R, I2TI] SAN CIOVAI]N], ]IIAI,Y

/+55ih Bonrb Gp (Hea\T)

-301th wing l51h Alr Forcc
7.l2ncl Il(nnb Squedlon (Hcxvy)

]l-24 Bombers
'lbcl?ry s,e tried to straiglrtcn LrP

our tent, orlr home x\\'x,v franll
home. Most ot olrr time wxs spcnr
(n the stovc xnd it l!'rs messy We
werc able to get Stecl helmets xncl
use the mein Pir as a $ash bxsln
\ve hxd lo srrpPly our o&n watcl
xncl oi]. lhis air fielcl wasn l much

to write xbout, the PX was never
open but therc was :t Place |o DUY
x fcw drinl{s.

T[AR. 13TH SAN GIOVANNI

Todxy we tried to ele\'ete the
tent, worked dl cla1, on the Poles
\1'hen we Jlol it uP lhc botloln Ivas
rotten. I went to the supply otlicer
and we got a recondilioncd tent, at
5 PM r.rp it went. \Wc rnanaged 1()
gct enorrHh Llont t , ,  kc( ' l  the $ in( l
, ,LLf wc nc.nl ]  l roTr this ni lht

X'IAR. 14TIJ SAN ';IOVANNI

Wc worhcd ()n our tent agxin
buil.ling si.les incl etc. C\rr tools
xrc vely lirnite.l, no herDrrcrs ol
n3iLs. vc pLLl led oLLt used nl i ls
tficd to s(xighten lncl Llsc xgxin lt
\,\,xs inlpossible lo gct w()ocl, n()
st()vc xllxin tonight.

X4AR, I5 ' f ] I  SAN CiI()VANNI

Toclay rvc- h:rvc x c()trplc ()f lcc-
tlrres t() n(cnd, (mc nt hrgil)cefjng
the olhcr' :lt S-2. Otrr (enr is conling
r l(nrg Ibe. lhc sides dre pretty
goocl now :u1d hiflh cootlgh so lh.Ll
wc cxlr s ncl uP, \x/e $'olk xt it
cvcfy spNfe rrxxrtcnt wc hnve
' lonigl l !  wxs r : t lhcr dr i l ly s()  wc
clrrggc.cl in the slovc rrlD(rl l0 L)M
rncl hid it ()Pcfaling llcfi)re wc hi!
llre src. Ilrcl 3 Lirtle excitenlenl on
Ihc llr[di g field tochy. rLs onc ol
thc u 2 is llLndcd it blcw uP 'rbout

r mile high, onc (rf thc crelv meDr-
bcrs was bl()wn clexr, scverel)'
1)urnecl l)Lrt he'11 li\-r'.

MAR 161'H SAN GIOVANN]

The stove lrurned ltrcll xll
night, it l(cpt Lhe tent reall,v warln,
i1 \\,r1s x plcrLslrrc. \Yy'e lrrvc notlirg
brxrked for today so \!e rontinlred
lo work on dlc tent. li'e swiPe(l
some rvoocl lo flnish dlc u(x)r' A
couple of ofiers finishecL dle beck
we als() swiped a s\l-ell slove wllh
x good ir()11 pipe. 'Ihc stove burns
gxs oil, the a ounl of so()l is tcl_df
ic. Tf wc had 1 snlxll PiPe it would
har-e to be cleaned LLaih' Lrul wirh
thc blg pipe jt shoulcl bc more el}i
cient. Righl now il is $()rkin!i
gfcxl.



\L{X. 17TII S,AN CIOVANNI

\\reather was sunn,v. At 9 A,\'1
\\ e hed dentnl appoinhnents. At 10
Atr{ i,as a com unic:rtions lectlrre
R.hich lasted t i l l  cho$-t ime. At l
PNI s,c hxcl x medical lecmrc. busy
.h). Tricd to \\1itc lcltcrs at oight
hut Lhe light $,Nsn't laood crough.
Hi.l to fir the stove tocley, thc ftccL
pipe broke xt lhe |Lrhl)er c(mner
tiolr and I got oil in nry hxir ancl
eyes \\,hilc rcpiirillli it.

NfdR. 18TII SA.N CIOVT.NNI

(i]()Lrcly rnf win y this rrorn
inj t .  . l ldn t  lxniLer k) ger Lrp l i ) r
brcir l<fust,  usc:r  I \ - l t r r ion Flxcd Lrp
. littl(. plircc to hccp nly stull il]d
i lot  iL st l . i l ihtcnccl  Lrp. Thc wind
wrs sLfol)g Nl t i lDcs lo( l i lY, ( l3al l
nelLl Ite\! oru tc1ll d()\\,11. \\rc did
rn elr ic i€ency rr l )r i f  j ( ) l )  (n) iL
Nlxnrgcd L() wfr l r  r  lcw lr l turs
r(xlxy.

MAR. t91' l r  11rR| l51] l
SAN CIO\ANI

' l l re pxsr \ \ 'ccl(  \ ! , i ls f r lhcl
( I r id.  ' l l rc f i i i t  rhfec drtr  \ \ ,c i )xd
gLrn clc l [ ] ing \ \ 'hcn l )h 'res cirnre i  .
thl l t  r ! , l rs i r l )oLrt  J:30 incl  thl l t  \ ! rs
rr l l  Orr \ i /c(1. Pcrc l lc\ \  his l i | lst  nr is-
sion. \'h(r1 Il(, gcls thrcc nxnc wc
st i l {  t ly iDi j : rs r  crc\v On ve(| .  \ \c
st :u-tecl  grrruncl  sch(xJl ,  t l r is hste( l
fi)r thfee chys. (irres sxr. w€ fhd
olr the ()fJicers u,ere supposecl to
hxYc rrten.lecl with us. \vr \\ere Lrp
hn s(mre specixl  xssignnrent l )ur
wolrkl not rcll LLs \\.hrt. sincc tllc
(tlicers lvefc rl)scrll wc $,crc cli|i
nxrecl. sLrn.lxy rvas a chv of resL.
not r  thiDg 1() Llo.  Fl)LrnLl ou1 Pedrr)
rn,:l his cfew xre close l)\', h()pe ro

APR]T, 9TH SA\ (;]O\ANNI

I-  lRS' l  NIISSI()N l l rgel  wxs
l,ug.r, Sourh East ot llolognx ir
Northcrn Itily suppofring lhc sth
Arnv. Thc ild< wis rnodcrire but
close, $e l1xd duee llak holes ill
the sLahillzer ancl a lot of LlenLs to
rerr of \\'nist rvhele lt ricocheL off.
\ve rnecle goocl hiis on the rxrget.
Fliliht Tinc 5:05

APRIL 17TII SAN CIOVAT\NI

SECONI) IVTSSION: The target
was just e fi-r\, rDilcs south clst of
Bologrrs in sulDolt o[ rllci grornd
tr()r)ps. There wrs practlcdllv oo
flxk, lust d colrpl€ of bLrrsts o1I to
the side. ]L \\'xs a grx nrlssion, &e
larget {'rs hit. everythinll n'ent
i lnc Fl ighr Tinrc 6:10.

APRIL LSTH SAN G]O\ANN]

THntl) N4ISSION: Flen' tin lnd
cliy in ro$. ll:rxilnum clJoft xgxin.
'l'odev $c hit thc sirllc trrllct Js
yesl€rclNy, igiin suppolting ground
uq)ps. Nlilk ftrn, clcrythinla wc[t
ire |light lirne (r:30.

APRII,  241'H SAN (; IO\ANNI

l :ORfl I  I I ISSION: ] i )c i , r)  \ \  ( -
carricd 101lil lb. hollll)s. |lc$ ro
NolLl l (rn I t r ly to l )() lnb l : r io l i  Roid
Bri( lge which is 70 l l  les eisl  ()1
Vel()nr.  vc clr() l ) l )ed orLr l )ool l )s
f lv i fg r  lx)x l )rLl  I tBox . l idf l  s( l
rve nlr t lc enothcr ' rrrn on ir f  i rnrn)()
(iuorl), lhis ril)rc th( l)()lrrb:rrclicr
got thc lxrul)s ()rLl  LLr)d hi t  lh( l i l l .
gct.  ()nly x lcw l)Lfsts ( t  lhk, Ll()
t larnage. ' lhrs $ixs l l )e l ) ig ci tL!  in
r l r(  s l iy.  ()n lhe \ 'xv nrf lh l l rc sl iy
$,r ts l i i terccl  \ \ ' i r  h lxnnl\ i rs.  rs t ! r  is
wc (rnr lc l  see l l rek wcfe plxnes in
rhc ai f .  rr  s ight I  l l  fcvcf fbrgct.
I l ig lr t  t i l I Ic (r :5J.

Apri l  l ls l  \ \ ,c wc|c sLrpposccl ly
i lv i l rg orr 1bu[h but ( luc to bid
wcrtlrtr rvc. rurncd hrck rlicf 1!rg
ginlr J:10 hours

I t  N U  t 5 ' � t H  S A N  G | O \ A N N I

I rerei!eal ()11lel-s Lo retLrrn
sLxlL-side vix rnililrry rifcmli
:rssignel l() xn(rdrer crew tlril
neede.l :rn engrneef lhe pil(rL \\'rs
lsr l -1.  Leight(n A H()pe. ' lhey
\\rcr!' nor t() h;Lppy io hxvc x
strllgcr es ir crc\\']rlc bcr brlt it
x11 w()rkecl olrt line. Ve fLc-rv horuc'
Ine s()Lrr l refn r()LlLe. ( lu lre iL clrxnge
fronr the trip ovcr. vre Ue\\' inl()
\itsro\.ef field. Springhclcl, l\,Iass. T
\\'is el osr horlc.

You Can Help
Szymon Serwatka
in-Poland

Thank )-ou fbr )rour .cccnr lct
ter I tru\r apprcciitc ill thc llclp
Llxlt C.rl. Wcnclt encl )'ourscll Etive.
lnLerestinglv I have nncle ccmracl
two \'!eeks ago \\,ith Mike
tr4cl'x.l.len, whose fedler \oLr hx\e
t lo\m wlrhl  IL is x snrxl l  w(n1dl

I have stucliecl th-- intinnrxt]r)n
tht Col. \Ircndt hid scnt nlc in
Mey t l is tc i l  (photocopics I io
the history bool() and T corllpitrc cl
it $ith what I kncn i1lrca(\' (bascd
mrinl)' on x Polish booli (lcscfibjng
feicls to Si lcsix in l9-1+).  I  vwi l l

rppreciitc hclp in lciftilrg thc
.leLrils (t the foll(rwnrg i55Lh B(l
l()sses 1ll exch cxse I \!()Lrld like t()
Lelrrn lhe l l | l l les {) I1he cfew, l l i l
c i l l l  ser i i l  nunrl)c l .  csLi |rx lrd
cl ish/ l iDCl ing locrt ion. |u '^CR
{Missi1lg Air  Clcw Rcl)()r l )  nuul l )cf
rvill lx vc Ly hclplirl
l . ' l 'hc l ()ss (m AugLrsl  27t l )  l9t  r
ni issi() I1 l ()  I , lerIrhirnrnrcr.
f .  j  lossc,s (11 Scprcnrl)cf  lJrh 19-irr
-  n r i s s i ( ) n  l o  ( ) d e  a l .
i .  I  l ( )sses (D ()cfol)cf  iJ,  l9.rr  -
nr issi(rr  l ( )  I i lcdrhrnr)rcf .
r .  .J L()sscs (n ()ctobcf i - i  l9r '1 -
nr issi(rrs r{)  ()( lcr fr l .  I  lcr \ :st i fg ly.  r l
P() l ish lxx)k (nr l ) (nnbinq r l lc r i rL
gcls in Si lcsix s:r l ( l  rhc +5;rh l l ( l
losl  inrf  nr:Lchir lcs. I i  is possibl(
lhc li)unh hndctl in Vis xlrcl \\,irs
lror fcp()r tccl  |ctrrr l rcd ] i r I  thc nr is-
sion rcl.nl bLli)rc ir \!rs donc.
fury ry, T \\,rulcl likc Io i.lc[ri]\

5.  3 loss( is on l )ccc bcf l6th l , )+1
Two oi thclrr dcci.lcd ro so n)
t t t rssic.  l leve they mr. le r l ' /

l f  p()ssi l )1e, I  w()Lr l l : l  x lso l i l (e ro
f incl  out r 'het l rel .  rny i i5th l l ( ; ;Li l
cr:rfL hnclerl h P(t:rnd in ltussixn
(xr Lrple. l  terr l t (n\ , .  Surlr  c:rses
coulct hrve hrppenecl ll hen the
xilcrxtt $'xs clemxgecl r)n r long
nrissior l ike the ones io Si lesi i r  or
CzcchosloviLliix fiom thc latc l9.i.i

Our IIS,LAI ovcr P(txn.l
resexrch projed is on
w*'w.samoloty.ip.pvamiapl
Besl uislJats.f rujt \|.'attsatr
Szymon Serwatka
ul. Ksiazkow^ 7^/ 413
03-134 \Yarzawa, POI-A.ND
tel +48 606 26-54-11 (mobile)
e-mail szymek i ala@pro.onet.pl
www: wrgw.sselTatka,pfv.pl
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The Milk Run
ByJohn DomineY

It s.as ()n APril 25th l!)'i5 thxl I
wxs on a n ssion which sa\l lwcn-

ry-eiglrt ts'24 s t.ke ofl to bornb the
]1rllin mershxlling yarcls in Linz,

I $.as ,r ball lulrct jlunncr,
rtuincd fr)r upper turrct on a ts-25,
xnd 1ny st()ry sta(s t)n ,\Pdl 24,
1945. Lr the very mcxlem shower
roorr of drc 742nd tsonrl) squaclr()n
sLrmeone down thc line t(Dk a h()t
shower which meiot ihxt I laot ice
w3tcr. xnd it cloesn t take a lot of
colcl to rmrvc tne ()II thc boilcl,
xncl lhc Uor)r was slick wilir s()3p.
thr.rs, rny sh()uklcr nlxcle contxcl
with thc floor bdbfc lnv solter
pil,rs.

'fhe wcxilrer was (lerr or tile
nlornlng () l  the 25$ of APri l  xnd
thc s'xist gl lflef wllo lr:ld trilinecl
in th(r bxll tLrflcl ngfeccl rc flv lllc
bell lt')l nre. I trsunlly worc thrt
snlxll h:rcl( drul( but elecul l() go
Nith thc chcst pndi on tllis rlris-

'when I pr.Lt the hNrncss on. rl
woLrld n()t  adj l lst  ()  Dry l , rr l . ie 125
lb. iirrne. Who is g()ing ft) Llsc I
chutc rnyrvay, but I  wcrl t  lxck xnd

ilot x soltller h.ltness,
()ver thc Adfiatic s,e tcsl lired

drL. ordinrncc, lLnd thc wtjsl grrn-
ner jxrnned nly (wo .50 s wifh ihe
brll pointing su.rilaht d(^vn xr () 00
'Ihc slip-slrcxm prL-vcnleLl thc ejec-
ti(n of spent shells.

OK. I woulcl check ihc Prol)
lc1ll Y()u hn()w thcre isn't ro(m in
thc ball for the chcst Pack so I left
mv chute on the r.rclio .teck, jr-rsl
foiwalcl ol the balt. My shoukler
hlrt but I clcared lilc ejection
chlrtes, tesl ilrecl, crllcd rny wrist-
gr.rnner, and lepor'tetl I coulcl lly
my fegulal P()sltloll,

For tlnt mlssion. +252, $'e lud
been briefecl that Linz woulcl h:tve
cloucl cover ancl that l]:rck rvoulcl
be hea\y lllrt probably inacclLlxtc
That \\,as the clcxrest day of nlv
liIc.

Nose grinner Andersoo reP()rtcd
fl:rck at 12:00 lel'el. It $'as PraYer
time and this was g()ing to be mY
end \!ith nol 5 nli rtes lelr. The
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Lord's I'rxyer \\'es stxrLed but
u,ould take more llnc than I had
left, so I rskcd God if he rvortlcl
halc mc. itr- to ched me ancl I teh
a pexce \rilhlo lnd il didn'l mxtter'

You cxn rc.rd about it ln dlc
,155th Bonrb Group book - ()ne

iircr:rft w:rs hj1 in the lDnlLr'bly
and ten crcwmen wefe flNsrng m
,rction.

Thc U two d()zen bxnkecl righl
i rncl  doFn inlo a 180' l lLrn ()Lr l  of
lbrmatioo. \lt clumpccl our kraci on
I rxiL()ld ilick l)Lrt cor.rldn't s-xit
alor.rnd to scc the restllts.

I \{xs out of the ball to bclt)
asscss clenragc, 'l llerc *_:ls i lallle
h(te in thc lLrscla, le ovcr the rci l r
Lronrb bay, one c[g]re wis olrl,
Ilxtherccl xn()tlIel sirme sidc, xnd
pilot (llecnnr:rn cotuPllining xbout
irol ' 'hrrcl  she wxs to h()Ld. Alm()sl
likc a heity 1()g, gns wns c\rcry
whefc-.  I  connected t lp 1n wl l rs l  rs
thc Sl i ipper cr l le( l  lbr rLr l  in jr t r l
rep()rt. Fr(nn thc nose on to thc i:ljl
cr(h (pored conling tlntr.rgll OI(
-  jusl  l i l i ( '  (nl l ing t l rc rol l  in sundiy
sch(x) l  !o( l  i t  nrr( lc nrc" lccl  fc i l ly
proud l()  l )c rLl) : l r t  oi  I  (r)() l  cfct
BiLL-gLl ncf OK, \vr ist-gur l l lcI
ll()l)cr't lxlucs, t$1) hils ln leg rn(l
hip "Sl i ipp(r c lr l  yoLr j rrmp?' '
"YeNh, I \n OIi  "  ' ' l r i lgLr ncf
DonrLd lJechen. Ol( 

'

"s l i ippcr (s(nnc l | ()ublc s{r lh
rhfort rnilk) () (i)-Pilot l'rc(l Funk.
tcl l  the crcvu i()  pr-cPxfe L() brLi l
oot, f-red, wh()se nicknrllc wxs
Co\dr()). rcfexted rhfce tirlres,
"cr 'cw prepirrc 1(r br i l  orr l i '

DofxlLl Bcchcn, Lril gtrnner,
hcDks Lrp by rne in lhe \\'.ist, xncl
$,c openccl rhe rerr hxlrh. Scveral
ninutes prss, xn.l the SkipPcr tells
Co\\'b()y to or.1er dlc cfew to bxil
out. T xrn thc tlrsl in line bY lhe
hrrch. I dolrblc over lo roll out. but
Rol)er James pr ls nly llack-helmet
oi]. 'l hlrmbs Lrp and a rcll out

I writ tlntil I slo\\' cl(^vn bef()re
I pr l the rcd nletxl rip. ll is ner'er
goinla t() ()ptnn, but it cloes lrnd I nr
slrtinll in x swing.

A P 5l lled Txil swings xround
me but doesn'l Pick me uP, bul hc
is x real comf()rt en)'n'ay

Tbere arc cobs'ehs in my f^ce
ancL u,hat ere fi(r sprders dolng 3t

10+ th()Lrsancl feet The recl metirl
rip corcl \'as stjll in iny hand, snci I
nondcr n'hy I'm snvilrg it. MY
hirncis xre really cold in sPite of
t\1,1) pai| of glovcs, but I manxged
to get hokl ()f thc sllings in mY
fecc ancl look up to see two !_ery
llrrllc h()les in my chute. No\1'YoLl
|errember rvhc|e my chutc \\'xs rn

Hours lxler I m still comlnil
dos.n right over thc micLcll€ of the
river, rry heods a.e so cdcl :{ncl I
.:ur'l unsnxp mY hxrness i PU11 oD
one siclc ()f rny chute, and I slicl
enev lionr the fjvcr. but thc wind
trlies l}lc b:rck and I trY ig.rin with
thc sxnc rcsLrlts. The lxst 100 teet
pxsscs l)v in :ln instirt, but two
{)scilliLti()ns iod I'fl io the l)Lrshcs
tto li:r:t florl the nrucldy dver.

I nr ()Lrt 0i the l rncss xlld
pul l ing t l re chLrtc otr t  of the.bushcs
Irfrycf i in le r ]g.1in k) l  i r  l l r i  k_yotr
t()  Cod f i )r  nry l i fc l {nd sol l l .

' l l re pi lo l  .hLr l(  migl t t  coi le in
hirncl-v. ancL my sltLxrs lrc- (lefir(hecl

fr'orrt the cltulc nn(l ilrlrncss
ln lhe snrirll sldp of \l,(xxls bY

the rivc'r, I c()nccrled drc cllule trn(l
hNfness rnd rnovcd ()Lr!  i ionl
whcr 'e I  crnle down. Aboul l00
y:rrc1s liorr tlre spot whcrc I hnd-
cd. I cliscovered thnt wilcr hicl
rvirshecl ortt rt holc in the gfornl(l
behind I srrlrll tfee. I opcned mY
es!1rpc kir  and f i )uncl  pcn. i l  xu. l
pxper ( in c.rsc I  s,rnt .c l  n) wri tc x
novcl,  I  guessl)  Tt 's cokl  ancl  I
snugg]ccl clorvn in thc l'rLshetlout
hole li-cling loncly lrrrt not for
long. 'fhcrc is x roise xnd voices
dl l l t : r fe n.n Engl ish i .  sneak Pcek
reveils x cotLPlc of soldiefs rlltlk
ing down NMt I thoLrght to l;e .r
p:rth in.l g()ing in the dircctl(n
q'here I hx.l l'.rn(]e.l lt didnl tekc
long l)ctirfe one sol.lier lcturned by
dlc pxlh, ptcking ]rtY chule incl

I \1-xs b()xcd in with ,1n ()Pen

lleld olr nry right xncl Lhe river e
vcry shof .listencc to rnv lcft.
Thcre \\'xs at leest one soldicr l()
1ny fronl, and at leest one encL
probibly lnorc l() y back.

Ior me praycr tlne srxs xrl
almosl constant evcnl. I look lust :l
p()isc t() swallo\r' rny hexrt elelY



t
I
I filinule. -After aborlt 20 n nutcs, I

r:r\' \1hrt I thou[ihl \\'xs x homc
guard unit. 'Ihcv $-ere s$eeping
rhe small srip of $ootis, xnd I sn$
prns of the linc pirss on dre lefi
thcn on the riglrt Thcn a lxgg:rfd
comcs b_r the holc I \r.is hiding in
but clocsllt see nre until llc \\.xs
xb()Lrr 25 fr-ct in fft)nl oI n1c. H-'
(leci.les to look b:rck. I \ves scafed,
but the olcl m'rn virs rn(ne tight
enccl than I. rn.l hc shout(l \\llile
1x) l . l in la hls f i t le He cl ic ln ' t  thlnk
thrt LLc rillc x'xs jntnni.llting

en<rugh, s,r  hc'pulLed r pcrcussi(nl
grenrdc oLrt  of  his l )elL rod hcld i t
oYer mc- Thc per.Lrssirxr grcl]il(le
n-oultl lrrr,t clcxrc irs nrrc| cl:Ltrtngc
to hinr he \ \ ,Ns so clolc The serf( l l
s(}rxd.rmc rt  his short lng, xn. l  I
rvis sr.:rLl'cherl xlr(l |!]l(\'c(l of tlre
.1i  ind rhcn r) lNrcl lc( l  t . )  i r  l ) r t l r
lhrr  \ \ ( ' f i  . l ( ) \ \ rr  1{)  th( f i \  cf  Ihe
sqLrIcl  grLthc|ed rLr.orr tr . l  nre rrnr l
l r ie. l  L()  c()urunrni .r t t .  l ) t rL n() ()nr

coLrkl  sIcul i  l ingl is lr  
' l l tc sr lurLt l

1c.r( l ( : f  ( l jdn L l i l i (  h is nrrn l r l l i ing l {)
u r c ,  s o  l r c  r t r o r c t l  I n c  ( ^ c r  l ) )  r l
s l u u r l )  |  l l r ( ) r r g h l  1 h ! \  \ \ i ! (  r i l n ) L r l

Al l ( f  r l l  o l  t l rc seu( 'hcfs gi t lh
c r c c l  1 t c l i ,  t h c  s r l u : t . l  [ : t t I t .
nrLrclrc l  LLs l ) , r(  l i  ; r lx)ur x l rr i l ( .
$,1rcrc rn ol f ictr  t l t t r 's l i ( )rrccl  rDc irr
lngl ish

Thcn \ \ ,e ( | rL rr \( l  rhc scrfrh
s . l r L r ( l ) \ \ ' r l k c l  1 r l ) ( ) r L t  i l  n r i l r  t ( ) : r
hLLnt ing k re ] \ t  l . r lst  I  rh{Jtrglr t  1t
wrrs i r  hr.Lnt ing L.) .9c, i t  $ irs x l ()ng
l( \ \  l )ui ld ing, st ixrc up rr l )otr l  t ( )Lrf
leet,  . r l ) ()ut  60 teel  | )ng rr , i th u hrLl l
don n Llre ur ic ldlc i ln( l  snrxl l  r .x lrN
or) ( ' i r ( t  s i . le.  Ihcv lct i  nrc in r l le
scc,)rd r-oorrr ol1 t]( l('ft f.n xb()tLt
rcf  nl inutes enLl ratrrnr( tNit l r  rnt
shocs xncl let rlle klorr to pur
thaln olr .

' f$o! ' lder l l  men \ \  crc l lurrd-
ing nre rs rr t-  nrr lkcd r lx lrL L]Icc
orilcs r() x pavccl rorcL. Thlee tirlLcs
I inclciLsecl  rv pilcc lllonDg r)Llt
:rbour i 100 feeL in iiorrt ol the
gLrarcls onc \ \ 'oulcl  crLch up i1n( l
nl()tl()ll rnc lo sk)\l Llo\ln. lL is x
\\.on.ler rhc\, dicln t sh(x)L nre

lhe Hrst t ruck thxt cxnre l ) \ '
stoppcd xn.l r)ne gurrcl iocl I g(n
r)n, xlrcl thc fir'sr hxmleL \\e cernc tr)
rbc gu:r.l xn.l I clcbrrhed

The lluxrd '.rnd I \\''ent lnh) x
lxrge LruildlnJt (prt)ibl)' the C]t}
Hxll) whcrc I *'xs rLg:rin lotcrrcgxc

An ff01\r co!)orll wxs 111
charge encl \\c \\,'enr outsi.le, Ngiin
I cxde.l xll o1 rnv gca. (chlrle, llrr
ncss. f l l - ing lx)ots,  ctc.)  The glrrrc l
rllc l'cd rre n) set thc gcar cL()wn.

I pfefiv girl callrc out of x
1)uiLcl ln€a:rcross the squ:uc, 3nd I
s'nile.{ xl hcl ind shc retlrrrccl thc
sfijlc 

'lhe jllrircl noticccl her rnd
l()ok!-cl bx.lr :rt rl)e irnd lnirdc me
tlrrl .ncl f:t( c the \\']11.

'l'hc firsr huck Lhxt (:rllt'b,v
pichccL Lrs ( the 1t l rr{rd rLncl  I )  uf  rnd
. lel i ! . lcr l  us to the gxte i t  1bc
Ai leld in \ i t l ls.  I t tcr  I  Nxs
pfoccssecl,  I  \ \ . is t rkf i r  lo lhc gLr.r lc l
hoLr:c r t  thc i , l i r t r  $ 'hcfc I  i r ) lne. l
lbur of f ly u( ' \ 'n lr tcs

So rrLr( l r  f t )r  thc . \ ' l i l l i  l tun.
Af icf  f j iy yerLrs t  s l j l l  hr\(r

. l !csl l ( )ns lh.r l  s()rur r)r1c Prtrxlr l )
hrs t l r (  i rnsr ' (  r 's t () .  \ \ r l r ()  \ \ i ]s thc
Lrsl  l lL i)  t ()  l ) r lck nr) '  r l ) rr le.  ( l l (s l
p.r ,1i? V' l r t ,  ()r  \vhir l  . f (xI  t l t \ \
_R()gcr lhc l . ()r ls( f  l ) i r r l i  l ( )  l l rc
s l u r ( s 2  I  s r L \ \ .  l \ 4 i s s  I l l o l ) (  i n  l l r e
( .e t  i !a t | ( ) l r t  ( , i t t I ) l c . l i t ) t I  o t t !  \ ) l  u t \ ,

l 1 L \ ( ) 1 l l c ,  l ) r r l i i r g  p r r r l  t u o  c ! , n ' r t
: rncl  rrcrrrss l iont ()ur pLLn( Rt)grf
rhc Lorlg. f .  \ l iss I  Fl()1)(r  l i r r({ l  r rs
7 r3rcl  S(tLr1r.L()n I  \ i ts i r  lhe l1- l r)( l
SLNrrdrrrn :rnr l  1ec1 Pr. t ty sUt. ' t l l l rL
\c l l tn 'onc nr isst( , l r  Ln l iss I
t lopr '  l ) i ( l  thL- Squrdrc)n! shxfe

DlrLr)r 's '1 I  thinl i  \ \e l lcw. l  rnissi()ns
ir l  p l i l res ()Llref  LLr lrr  lhc l l r )9,"r . '
Rogcf \ \ . i rs sl l ( )r  Lr l )  a) l r  ()rLr '11!-sl  l t t ls
si(xr o!(1 \ : ierrrrx.

l.ll.Jrl)t! t)ttt.t )tot kttuIt bIt| |)t-'/)ds
th. thtbi . l t \  battal  4 h( i ] t !  t ) t t  l l )e
lLtst.l55ll. ctcu sl)tt LL)rt tt it! \l ll7[

From the
Creative Pen
ofJohn Smid
The Men

ruost (-\'!-nbo(l-r' lin(^\ s \\ho
\hfl()n tsrincLo ls. r big linre rnctrjc
stxr Hls lirst rDvic \'1s nr:L.le riglrt
'rftcf rhe \\.rf in Srn lriocisco
l-eLter| la[  ]krspi l ;Ll .  I r  $rs ci l lccl
_Thr: tlen xnl it \\irs rbour pxre

plegics It s'xs noL a very lupP-v

I hrve x cop)' rn(i everl (nce
in a\tilc $ten I lu|c .rne t()o
nnny I ll put it ()rr thc VCR xnd leL
rny rlincL go rlriftlng l):rck.

I t  wis August 19 i i  Nhcn I  i fs i
got my clc\ \ ' .  I  met lhenr on thc
tffin to Llncollr Ncb . I \\.xs plaving
pokcr \\.ith s()rrlc !arl\' I\ten llxv
I,agc 3nd tinn Fl.r)ry lor.rnd n1e
l'lre_v r.i'crc to be nr) R O rnct
xfmor lll|llncl. Ther rvere l'�lic s
rncL I r':ls x secr)ncl ourc. I renrcrn
bcl ho$ i  pfessed thc\ ' \1fc
\\hc n the,v fir,.rncl out T hrd -150
holrrs in the U l,i trt't \\'c \\'(rft xll
prct ty clr . rnrb in t ln)sc dr!s

l . r tcf  on I  l tot  A . iL rd()  hc
$r iLs  ( )  )e  l r l )  co  P l ( ) r

I slrre \vus n()t \1'rl irrrPresse(l
\ \ ' l rh hinr Lh{)u!ah i lL '  hrul  zer '<r
h(nlrs in t ] re Lt.rc l  13i |r l  -  heving
|\cn rvrrslrecl  r)L{ () l  P.+l  l fxnsi l i ( )n
1i) f  getLir lg x l iLt l (  loc, l ( )$ {) \ 'ef
l . r t ((  l ' ( ) (x1l l l ( ) .  l le l r id s()rn( scir fs
1() l ) f ()vc i1 :rnd \ \ ' i rs PrL, l ty s()ur r)n
r l ] !  Llr()uS11r thi l  hc \y:Ls ()uL () l
l i g l r l c r s  l ( ) f  g ( n ) ( l

Afr  \ \ ,xs r  rc ir l  l r rndl 'L1l  rr l f l .q lr l .
h r ' l r r ( l  . r  l ) ( l r ( l r l r n t  l ( ' 1  g ( 1 t i n s  r ) l { )
t l - 'LrbI

lk \ \ ,xs ,r  plr , !s ir lL l  r I r ls l (r l ) i f ( \ '
-  hl( l  n lrsr lcs i r lL (^,rr  rhc l )Lrr( '
rnd coLLld r .r ' r r l l i  on his h:rncls l rs
l 'L: l l  us l t is l ict .  I Ic hr( l  l )c. l : r
borr ' r  rncL rv.rs st i l l  r )  t rr i r r i r rs.  f le
cunre ti()ln S|(l urtrl l'rrs of
Nlcri{n Llesrcnt .L.rrli rLn(l hx|cl-
sonre Yexh hc shoulcL h.rrc l )eer l
i r  l ighr.-r  pi l { )L l r(  rcr l ly f i r  rhr

I  h)LIrcl  orLr Llrcr l l rx l  he Nr\
r lso yery snr:Lrt  lQ in r i rc genirLs
crr|g(r'1,. s4:ryl)e tlrrl s q,hJ h-_ r':rs
rhv.\ ,s in n1)ul) le h. coul(L s| ] i :  x l l
L lrr ' lcDp holes ln Ll l ( ' fLr lcs tnd
lo\ecl to cxplole Lhenr.

Likc r lor .rf high tQ ps)pl. ilc'
r.es slrorL cin comnron sense rncl
col[cl (](r 1el\, dlrnrl) thinlis iri

Likc thc tinre he rxltre h.rcli
t i (nrr  Ccrigrolx \ \ i th x 50 lool  ropc
tr---r his shc-rLrltlcr'. "Hev Art, whxr s
n'irh ihe rope? It s tur .lnrb]ng,
builds :rfrn nrlrscles. ilso grc.Ll tirf
sLx 

 

tu.  I l l  heng i t  up and *ork
out everr drv. (In Ttaly r)ur gr()Lrp

contnued a i  Pase 16  17
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waseaborted Arr pranes returneo
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lli;i lL;!:"::lil*'ft:il::;':",," rr,.'ii,.,, ir,i"g ,r |iror ,ri,r * hc-,, ,r.. !1 in'J ii.JJi*u" 'oo"',"^"no
Lil ic I  s;r i ( | ,  i t  \ \ : ts L 1 rni les ()ul  an( l  g() I  i r r l ( )  i rn rLirr l l lnc.\1Ns Lo I ' ! l '  l )  Lnaccurate No enemy l lgnlers,.

rrr-  ,nrL\ '  \ \ 'xv t()  scr lhel ' i  \ ! rs l ) - \  i l< l ' , 'n on l l l t '  lcf l  s i ( lc ( t  l l r '  scr l  were seen. Al l  planes returneo ro

i ' , , , ,  "  i , r i . l t  f , . r ,  , i r  r l ' , -  , rn n ' rg rr lc l  l i r r  Lhe ior l rr  r2, \  -  t l r (  rn: trnl(n rrr((  base.
crr'c lrLrcl< Llre srme nighr' -l l ' I l  "t"1ii,",. 

,,. bLr\\ '  . r 'c(l ( l iug().,rt rrr Mission 239,,Ap1 l]"1".1Y:llgtr'u"','lln",'"n rhe '�\\'o cr"vs '',:ri,:' llf;ni,l,,'*,.,15imlll':ll I ffji,':3l."1!i:i$:"',r"ji
I sr l i ( l  L l)  Art ,  " ld 's g()  lhc l l

i:trm:,;tirlt;iruiil ilrihrlllh;li'lil'l:,iiiil H:ir:"t"'l"tii:'*1,,""'ri::
; lii :ll: '1,'li).'l l)' ', ',.- "rt i -' i, -r, 1 n \'�, "J3ti'J:lt""t-' ',],.""J'",::i-::8"""

i,] ,,, :; -.:1, r ,i :.',., ' ii:l. f ',.:'. , \,'r;- ll':l :i:"Hi;J3'"$,;i".'.:ll,:Y':^
s . i :  \ ' a , n s  , ! i ,  r '  i , ,  \ l , c  r ' $  '  l ' .  l  r ' r '  r i  I  p l a n e s  r e l J r n e d ."i 

,".' r'i .,x,iL1 ir r '.r'Jl 
erle 

',*lr:);il'llii..lll:lii","\'lill'- Mission 24o,.Aprir-s FoJlv-two

[il:r:f il: ir,,:'r,",.flllff *l *m*ri:il*;:!; ,. l+l+l:li fs';r"*rlsyi*t"
Dxkxr()Natxr 

'' 
"''1r'r'*''-''nrunrcntPrner c\cr: 

?[gX';:"J:T::"i::!:",t-:il"J:g'r \\'as ric,nlr cclpiro'� -li'i"!'i iHlljtiili?:llilii{1|il *i:ftlfl";:iru;.ZUl'lg"-),'lililt',ll'#lir::liritl:lt li'::i.,1,,ilft:.1,1,,t:u" *i-*Jntiyleo l!1.*"-",iea","t",fi.i:,': .::j" .,,.i:,, ;:* i::*:.l'l=;*l;:Ilil't r"*lx;nr:mi:"' "."
. . : ' : l ' ; , : l ; i . , ;  . ' ;", ' . t  

" 
sbc \\ r\  pf ' l rr l l l )  thc "l 'Lc\t Mission 241, Apri l  10 The Group

. 1 . . t ,  i ' , - , " - ,  ' ; ' . - ' t " . " . , ' '  , ;  , " ' ( ' r r l '  ' | u " r r  "  I , l  : r t ' -  a g a i n  w e F i  t o  n o 4 h e r n  l t a l y  t o  
-

Irr.  \ '  \  ' -  r ' '  u I 'dr '  rr '  b;mb troop concentrations- lne
" ' ,  

, . i  ' . , , '  l  r '  ,  n e '  !  r '  l

: : ' , ' , : l  .  l . ' . , . _ .  , r l ' l i ,  i ,  
' ,  - r '  \ r " r '  1  '  n \  |  m e c t a t i o n  b o m o s  l h ; s t m e t n e v

,",^ ' ,  , ,  o- dn,J .$ ", 
' , ' : ' l i ; . ; ; : :h; '  '  :J:31':." ' ;3: l" i i1,"{tq{i : i ' } l"H'

- , i , , - "  r ' , r , r , n , , 1 . . . 1 ' r ' . ' '  J  m , - , , ' ' r . . 1 '  w a s e n c o u r l e r e d a L I n e l a " g e l  N o

. , *  . , r  t i .  - . r 1 ,  - r ' ' r  r -p  " r  |  . r  ' r .  l u r  '  '  '  I  l gh te rs  were  seen  and  a l l  p ranes

..e�t o,.l. ,.,r,l)}. l-\clv, rrc lrur lll ncver lorgct berl rettlrned to base

gr.less $ noi coitnued on Pag€ 19
a r L ! o n  

f ! ! _
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Mission 242, April 11 The Group
was briefed to bomb the railroad
bridge at Ponte Gardena, ltaly.
Twenty-eight B-24's loaded with
'1,000# RDX bombs took off at
0800 hours. Two aircraft returned
prior to bombing and only seven
aircraft could bomb the primary
target. The rest of the aircraft
selected an alternate target, the
fuel depot at Goito, ltaly. Moderate
flak was encountered at the prima-
ry and one aircraft was seen leav-
ing lhe formation, radioing that his
controls were shot away and he
would try to make it to Switzerland.
Eleven crewmen were listed as
missing in action. The rest of the
planes returned to base salely.

Mission 243, April 12 The Group
was briefed for another railroad
bridge. This time it was at
Nervessa, ltaly. Twenty-eight
B-24 s loaded with 500# RDX
bombs took off at 1000 hours. Six
aircraft returned early, two
because ol engine trouble and four
because oi weather. The remaining
aircraft dropped 210 bombs with
very good results. From observa-
tions, the bridge appeared to be
knocked out. lvloderate and accu-
rate flak was encountered at the
target. One aircraft was lost when
its nose wheel collapsed on take-
off;six crewmen were kil led. One
crewman was severely injured by
flak and three slightly injured.

Mission 244, April 15 Seven
B-24's took off to bomb the Ghedi,
Italy ammunition depot and 42
B-24's took ofi to bomb troop con-
centrations in nofthern ltaly. Six
aircraft of the blue force bombed
the ammunition depot with 500#
RDX bombs and 39 aircrait of the
red force bombed the troop con-
centrations. No flak was encoun-
tered at Ghedi and only moderate
flak at the other target. All planes
returned to base.

Mission 245, April 16 The Group
was briefed to strike at troop con-
centrations in northern ltaly. Forty-

three B-24's took off at 0900 hours
loaded with 250# GP bombs but
were unable to bomb because of
weather conditions. A'l planes
returned to base.

Mission 246, April 17 Forty-one
B-24's took oif to bomb troop con-
centrations in northern ltaly. Again
they were loaded with 250# GP
bombs. The Grgup bombed visual-
ly and dropped over 85 tons of
bombs on lhe primary target with
very good results. Ftak was slight
and inaccurate at the target. All
p{anes returned safely.

Mission 247, April l8 The Group
went back to the same area to
bomb iroop and equipment con-
centrations. This time 41 B-24s
dropped 96 tons of 500# BDX
bombs with good fesults. All
planes returned to base.

Mission 248, April 19 The Group
attacked an alternate target with
mixed results as only 30 aircraft
dropped their bombs on the
Bischofshofen, Austria marshall ing
yards. Wealher prevented the
remainder from dropping their
bombs. Three Me-109's were
observed but they did not attack
and were driven off by P-51's. All
planes returned to base.

Mission 249, April 20 Forty-three
B-24 s took off to bomb the
Campodazzo, ltaly railroad bridge.
Five aircraft returned prior to
bombing for various reasons.
Thifty-three aircraft bombed lhe
primary target with excellent
results, dropping 1,000# RDX
bombs on the target. Five aircraft
dropped their bombs on the
Campo DiTrans railroad bridge, an
alternate, because the prirnary
was obscured by smoke. Flak at
the target was slight and inaccu-
rate. All planes returned to base
safely.

Mission 250, April 23 Fortytwo
B-24's took off to bomb the road
bridges at Padua, ltaly. They
dropped 93 tons of 500# RDX

bombs with good results. No flak
or enemy fighters were encoun-
tered in the area or en route. All
planes returned to base.

Mission 251, April 24 Forty-two B
24's took off to bomb the road
bridges at Friola, ltaly. Twenty-eight
of the aircratt dropped 1,000# RDX
bombs on the primary target with
good results. Fourteen aircraft
dropped lheir bombs on the alter-
nate, Oseppe marshall ing yards
and ammunition dump, with good
results. Flak at the target was
slight and inaccurate. All planes
returned to base safely.

Mission 252, April 25 Twenty-
eight B-24's took otf to bomb the
main station and marshalling yards
at Linz, Austria. The Group was
escorted by P-51's. Two aifcrall
returned prior to bombing because
of engine trouble and 26 aircraft
dropped 62 tons of 500# RDX
bombs on the primary target. Flak
at the target was intense and
accurate. lt seemed that the
enemy was bringing all their i lak
guns back to protect their priority
targets as the flak was extremely
intense over this area. One aircraft
was hit in the bomb bay and ten
crewmen were missing in action.
Three other crewmen received flak
wounds, one serious and lwo
slight. Twentyjive p anes returned
to base al 1440 hours.

Mission 253, April 26 Although a
mission was scheduled for this
day, it never got off the ground as
the air war was over while the
Group waited for takeolf. April was
over and so was the war in
Europe. The results lor April were
20 missions flown with a total oi
653 aircraft over the tafget and
1,305 tons ol bombs dropped. The
Group lost three aircratt. two to
enemy action and one accident.
The loss in personnel was six
kil led,21 missing and eight
wounded in action.

- s - s -
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THE WARHAS
ENDED!

April 25lh rnrkcd the l:$t day
the L5th Air lorce flcx'high over
encmy tenitory and the last clay the
bombs fell in full forcc. Evcrlcme
kne\\. the wxr woulcL so(n be o\rcl
ancl the et crc\4's startcd "swexting

out" lhe lest fe\\' missions 3s theY
]ra.i mxcle it this fxr encl s(nc slrs
pici(n$ an.l xnxiety pre\'eilecl ib()Lrt
getting shot down xt this slxge ot
c()mbxl. The lcmirining strateglc
trrgets wcre hcaviLv detencled. with
tlak with Linz. oul list trlrllet, Dcmg
no exccpli(n. we losl t)ne :Lirplane
rrncl c|erv lionr l'lal< on lhat missicnr
irncl two rn,:n l elc sevcr-elY
wouncled irncl onc reccived slight
woLrncls. Scvcn of oLrr ll-2'l s
rcceivccl scvcr'e llak dilrr:Lgc and
I I wc-lc slightly clarmgctl The
(;()ur)  hx( l  f lo\vn lJ l  ssi()ns wLt lr
no ericnrv otllrositkrn Iiom I1xk or
hght. l r  hef, iLc st  ! ' inq LrnT Thc\c
r r u s . i t ' n s  t c r t ' f l , r w n  i n  s u P l ' r r ' !  6 l

tlrc gnxrncl ibr(es in the Po VJlley,
Itilv. Anolher rrlission xgilin wils
st:hcclLrlecl tg:rirtt l,i!v fi)t 26 Aplil
19,15 rncl lhe clcws wcr'c allrc cly
w:ritiDg ill their njrcrrli ['jul gre.lt
()nccfn. hoPitlg fhe rccl flrrrc
w()uld be l i rcd l io l l lc lowcr lol
it$ cdn(ellation. It w:ls lir'lle tol'
slrl.ling cngincs and shollts ()l j()y

coLrlcl irc lieard as llrc red tl.lrc \\'.ts
fircd. 'fhe wif wns over lrn thc

Duling tltcse hst ferv months-,
the Group (lroPPcd 2,851 tons (t

bombs tionr fuing 1,4J'i sortics.
Ff()rr1 llresc opcrllti()ns, we lost
cight rircreli tio flxk ^n.l l3'1
receivccl lhk Llarnxge Therc $'erc
7,1 crcwlIlcn missin,l in xction, 20
wouncled :rncl 16 killecL ln xcldi
tlon, \!.!' Lost thrcc ll_2'1s to causcs
other than conlt)it. The (;rouP

stafeLl \\,'ith 60 xircfeft xl the begin
ninq ()f this Dcriod ,lncl \\'ith thc
losi of 11 plancs, the rxte wxs ]8r/o
Losscs to cruses other than c()nlDxt
plxguccl the GrouP lfuouglroul t1]e
ivai. I'lany of Lhc cre\\'s listcd as
ki]]e.l s'ere fJlnn these .rcciclcnls

MrLch oL the Cfoup s eflolts
dunns ^pdl \\''xs lliving difect irnd
incLirect suPpon t() our grouncl
tro(Ds trying to Push dre CcrrnaDs
out of Italy. or l() caPLulc tlrc$. ln
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.loing fiis. wc b()mbe.i just aheacl
of our lroop Lincs rnd hit bridgcs
xncl marshalling r,ards t() sloP 311
gl()und Lrenspofiali()n. ArI transport
n'irs no k)nger ir laclol.

Clucle but effeclivc \liYs Nere
developed to nerk drc xreis aLotrg
rhe front lines for the bonbcfs lo
hit the dug in enemy kooPs and
rneke certain dlal we would not
accicientally hlt ()ur owrl This was
xccomDlishecl bY thc use oi low
tiequency rlldi(r Lreecons end white
merkcrs rvt-ll plscecl rlonll the
ljnes. The bombing xltitr.rde \\xs
senerilh. 15.r:)00 1i-et fhc ridio
ireacon was phccrl at one cntl ol'
out clug in trrx;ps SLrpplelncntrng
this, lhc Arnly flxcccl N scries (t

white Lcticrs "T" l(10 Yrlns rn
lengt lr  ind 1,000 YNrds xPx( lo
nrlk whr.:r'e otlr troolls wcfe lo.xL
ecl Tlle lt(nDbcr strcxnl llc\\' Pcr-_
pcrcl ictr l iLr t ()  the l i l lc ol  l ( )() l )s
frllrn xn lP :lncl wotLLd nol droP
thcir l)on'rl)s until thc pilot 1l()t xn
i (Licxtiou o his (rL:kpil rNdi()
conrpitss dltr lre hllcl plLsscd llrc
f :rdio l )c icon. i .e. ,  hls c(nl lPirss
bcxlirlg lo the bc:lcon lvLls 90" (Jf

lrore. The while lrrxrl(cfs wcre I(n
lh{ bencfi! ol the tulviflill()fs llnci
honrl) i t rdiels rc i r$ufc t l l r  lxxnl)c$
$,cfe l)cy()1ld ihenl l)elbrc clfop-
oina thc lxxnbs. Als() ,  tbis uis () l

gr'c:rt assistat]cc in locltinfl thc dLrg
in troops of thc' cnerny for l)(nlb
inc, This svslem 11)rKecl cxlrenl('l\l
well wrLh tle Crolrp flyrn!{ sc\'(frl
nissk)rls in Mrrch 1945 in cllre.l
srrpporL oi tire gr()und ti)rccs.
Shor1ly aficr lhis catrlpxlllr, ()rrr

gll;ullcl forces wcre l|ble to l]rove
orrt end clefcat Lhc Germxns

Missions 2O5 and206
tr4y fecollections of n]iss]ons

2rl5 eocl 206, leb. 28, 19:i5 is x 111

dc Llillcrent iro the stolY on
pages 15 xnd 16 of the Ccrilanolx
Connection, SPring 2000 issue

The l.rrget \\'xs thc
Isesrco,/Albcs i{.R. bridge. I believc
lt $,rs (i)1. Snowdcn \\'ho briefecl
LN (both recL .\ bluc ti)Ices) io the
old wirc cellir. lhc (i)1. reletcd
thet rhe Ccrnnns \\'erc Lrying lo

refeat drrough dlc Brcnner Pxss to
j()ill oLhcr Gennan srmies ] his

rvoukl nonnaily bc x lactkral largel

tol B-25s, ho*'cver, *hen they
loacLccl 1000+ bombs they cor.rlcl
not lly hiElh enough lo evoid hee\T

'lhc problem s-xs thnl ()LLI txr
j{ct (lsarc()/Ables RR bridge) was at
ihc lrttom of lhe river v;rllev {'ith
10,000 ft. m()ufitxins on either sicle.
Fol better defense lhc (;eflnxns put

88rn1n flxk lirrns on lop of thc slrr

lor.rnclirg llror.rntrins Consequcnlly,
s4rcn rvc \\'oLLkl flY at 20,000 lt
()ver dre larllet rve rvotrlcl only be

irt 10,000 tt ftom ihe 11xk gLms ln
x.ldlrion. rhe lrlor.rntrins welc closc
enough to the lilcr lhat we wo ld

necci n) fly pxnllcl lo nlountains in

ofcler to gcl cn()u!a[ tllnc lo syn-
ch()nizc thc bonrl)s i lc (xr the tNlget
l)r ic iSc.

lleing dre lcr(l bonll)irdier of
lhc bl trc f i ) lcc i  w: ls nol  1oo wor-

r:d l)eclr.rse lllc fuI. hnd lrssttrccl
us thrt llis red finlc bolubarclier
\a()Lrkl wipc oo1 dle bridile. Ther
nr'' l)[re ti)fcc woukl nl|nck lllc
scconchrl urget Lriicr thc fcd lolce
rdvised r. ls () l  lhcir  c lcshLrcr i()n ol
r l r .  hr idgc.

I slxr(c(l lo sxy luy Pratycls illL(l'
rhe f t ) l .  c l r l led nlv Pi loi , . ldcl(
slc$,xrt with thc news dl.l! the ll.rl(
\\,rs intensL: end arccur'ittel his lloll)-
l )urdicr 's lbot wl ls badly wotrndecl i
r[(-y rnisse(l lht lrrgcti rnd il wxs

Lrt)  ro us (bluc t i ) fcc) t ()  leke ()Lrt

drc bd. lge.
vhcn wc ifr'ivc(l x1 thc rivcr

xnd I stNfiecl on (Jtrl b(mrb rlln, our
ler( l  phne was hi l  rnofe hdrvrLY
runcl rcr:ur'.rtc1y ll]lrn tllc xircnll irr

lbr'n tion l)cbincl rts. wlile Ilick
bursts ter'e bourlcing nrc over lhe
l)oml) site, Jrcl( SLc\\'art, Prl()t encl
Flrny lINl, c() Pil()t Nere cxtirr
jtuishing tlres in 2 cngines Jxck
sxicl thxt our auto pilot rves bl()wr
oLrt. He eskecl if lhe PDI \\'as \\ork-

ing rnd il was. I rsl{e.l if he coulci
rneinlain altilr.lcle. IIc s:llcL drxl nc
coulcl for a while. \fc nlacle a sltc-

cessful bomb flrn and hlt the txrget.

\vr'e all retLLrnecl to b^sc safely. .Jack
and I rcceivccl thc Dl-C and we
helped t() win lhc war a Little

Rofurcj) S. Perrill lst It 712 Sqd,
155 B.G.



From The Album of Emmett Ledbetter

Emmett Ledbetler. served 1A vears as canductar on Gl\,4&O and I C
Railroads. Made the Santa Claus run in KY Coal tvftning atea

Leakin Deacon crew enlsted nen.
Front rcw L to R - Sgt. Hilgendai. T/Sgt Kloss,
S/Sgt Peck.
Back Row L la R -T/Sgt Ledbetter, S/Sgt
Kennedy, S/Sgt PhilliPs.

TailTurret Guner, S/Sgt lr4arshal Hilgenclal
Leaktn Deacon Crew. Credited wln snaotng
dawn several German fighters.

Credit - Photos by lst
Ne!mans Crew Kil led

Ll. John Cayea. Co-p lot. Leakin'Deacon,
n airplane ctash after fetuTn from overseas

Fram the Air Force Museum, Daytan, Ohto

They all taoh thetr rest leave a[ Pompei

i#l--.
' .,,,.i.,i1'l
&***{il

Alsa, Capri.



Doing the Macho
Thine in
Cheesehead
Country

Anyonc int() just ab()ut xny
sport knows thxt \\risconsll is rxbicl
"Chccseheed" terrilory. This
exlefids t() more than Greefl BaY
Packel xncl Ljnivcfsity of lrisconsirr
Ibotball bchaviorr it is plescri rn
()drcf oLrtcloof sp()fts als \\'ell.

This Chccsehe.t.l hi.l jLrst
b()Lrght a ncw Ford [xPl(xer, xnd
in one of dlosc rrl:Llc bon.ling ritu
:rls, clcci.lecl to g() (]ll an ice iishing
cxpedition (n onc ()f ()Lrr

onrniprcscnt lxkcs. Sinre hc s'.rs
ilso:r grcat huntillg c'nthlrsixst, hc
clccided to tx l ie l is constt l l t  ( (m-

panions.rnLl l rLtnt ing d()g i iong
\vith J-tLrns iusr in c:rsc s()rDc ll:rnle
strrycd within slx)ol jng cl is inn.e

Picking up his l )udcl jcs Lrt  onc
of t l le l r i rny placc$ of fun n cl  I lo l-
ic,  t l ley h!: lpecl  hir l r  1()nd dl l  t l re
usurl l'isi!ng neccssities, nnnlc-ly
l)ccr' rnd ii)od. ntLrnclljcs, Pizzx,
arcl rTitchos irrto tlle nc\1' llxPlof("r,
lncl hcrrclecl lbr x nearl)y lxkc.

l t  is u conlnr(nr Pr l( l lce ln'wisconsin dt i l  1t()  lDalt lcf  l l ( )w f l l i l l
the icc you LLlw.y$ cl l ive yoLlr  vchi-
clc on() drc l ike. I i  is xLso qurte
conrrx)n, il slightly illcgal, to blorv
a hole in drc i(e l)y r$ing 2 sfid{ ol
. lyninr i te.  This is a cclcbrelcd
lxl)oFsxvitg nretho(L alncl clocs
wonders liJr the evcr i P(xtirlrt
'nxLe bonding macho rituxl ol fc'nr-
inll n() one else on the lxkc.

Once of rhe hkc they t'ere
reacly t() blos' x holc in Lhe ice
nerr the lltplorer Nhen they dis-
c()vclccl dlrt dre stick ot dvna ite
hacl r shor-t litsc. Siicc it islrt x
goocl ldee to ligbt the iuse. clop
the clynrmitc and fln (you miglrt
sliD xnd lall on thc ice), it was e
nncho thing to liglrt the fusc enrl
thr()w it as lir as possible.

Llnfbrtunatcly, the dog, doing
rvhat hc n'as talrght, chased altcr
thc stick, picked it uP, and stertcd
to bring it back. The rnerl screamcd
a! thc dog |o dr(4r thc lit dYnarnite,
to n() avail. Finallv. in clcsPer.rtion,
one of the rnen grabbecl his ever
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lo:rde.l shotgr.rn and flred at the
.log. since tirc gun rvas lordcd _
s,iLh bird shot it or y scxre.l an(1
r:onfuscd the clog, so hc mn xnd
crawlecl under lhe ExPlorer with
the slick of cl)_namlte still in hls
mouth.

The d,vnamite cxPkrcled, blorv
iflg the dog to smithcreens irnd
raising the vchicle xbout ten feet
otT drc ice. On the \\ev doNn lhe
ice gavc $iry, xltcl the ncl\-
Expkrrer eodccl Lrl) of ihe l)oti(nrl
, , f ihc lxke. In \T/ isconsin i t  is i l le

Ilxl to clcposit any forcign rrl3tcfixl
i1lto a lxke. lof this thcrc' is llh':Lys
:L sevcrc c()nscffirti(xr line xsscsse.l
ceclr cl:ry. ancl thc Lrsu3l chrrgc t(n'
vchi( . le rctr ie\ ' : r l  is $6,000 - nrorc
for vehiclcs the sizc ot tlrc
l jxplorer.

The lostr | iLnce conrPrn! fdLrsrd
to pay l tctuse t l le lxPl()rcl  Nxs
usecl in rn i l lc i tx l  : lct jv i t ] ' - ( lynrLnri t
ing i  f is l r ing hole, rncJ r l re l i l 's(
pryrnent s,xs cluc xl lhc ('n(1 ol lhc
oronth Nith ()nly +7 nlofcr t ()  l ( r-
Lo\a Ihis is x uLrc l r l r r le lDndinl t
expcf icrrcc in (Jreeschcad cot lntryl .
Only the nLtt l lcs l txvc bcen ol l l i t tecl
r()  protccl  t l lc g(t i l ry.

Aadil- lktt, P.rlel. .4451h BG

About the American
Battle Monuments
Commission
Cemeteries
ARDENNES: I-o( ltte.l ncer urc
southc'est eclge of NcLrprc, l2 milcs
sourhwest of l . iege, Relgjum, lhis
c)0 i tc jc celuatcr1' 'c(nt l l ins thc

,ltuv.rs of 5,J28 R'xr dc'.rcl, n nY ot
n4rorn diecl in the Brftlc of lhc
llLrl!!L-. Hea.lstol)es xlignccl in
strxillht ro.xs lirmr a huge (lrech

cross orr the h$,ns. Al()tEI the oLrt
side ()f lhc rnerlnriil are thc nxnlcs
()f .162 rnissing.

BRIT-IAIIr: BLrdccl on 28 icres .r1
rolljng farn c()Lrntr)' 1.5 rnilcs
sourherst of the ville[ic of st.

Jxmcs, Francc xre 1,110 luxr dcxct.
M()st ga\.e lhcir lives in fie
Nornnndy xncl Bd$xny cx'nPelgns
in 1944. Along the retainirg wnll oI
Lhe mem()rial tefrxce, 498 nalnes of
mjssinll ire inscribed.

CAMBRIDGE: Siltinli tlree miles
$.esL of Ca bridge, lngl:tnd, this

30.5 acre cemctcry was donated b)'
the tlni$erslt), of Clambriclge.
Buriecl here 1lle 3,812 Alnencans,
r'nost of rvhom dicd in lhe Birnle {)1'
the Adantic or the strategic ar
b()mbar.lneot of ELrroPe. on the
Txl) lets of the Missing .re 5,126

EPINAL lrour miles southeast ol
EDin.rl (\,-()sges), Ff:rncc, the celnc
tirl .,utt"i',t the graves of 5,225
\,e| cleacl on .r8 acrcs. Nl()st gave
thcif li\'es in rhe crmpeigns actoss
no(hexslc1n Frxncc to the Rhine
x1ld int() clcrrn:tny. On the wills of
t l re Court  () l  I lon(n rrc inscr ibccl
thr' nrnri:s of 121 nlissillg.

FLORENCET L(xxLed aLrorrl 7.5
rr i l , . 's soLrLh of Fl()rencc, I t r ly,  this
is i r  7( lxcrc si tc t l rxt  conl:Lins'1,402
Aolcl icxn gr ivcs. ' lhc nrcmorial  has
r\!o opcn c()r.rfts j()int(l by dre
Tublers of ihe Nl issing trpon wlr ich
rrc inscr ihcd ar() lhcf 1.109 ninles.

HENRI'CHAPEIIE:'l wo n1iles
notthwcst of tLrc vi l l : lge ol ' l icnf i -
Chnpelle, Ilel,iiurD. tlte celllctcly
covefs 57 ncres ancl conlLLil$ 7,989

lirn!,cs of Anrc c.lus $t(r clicd dur
lng rhe S.S. rdvancc ink) ( lcfr l lxr ly.
'Lhc fe(rngul:u pic'rs of I llxlg
c() lonni( le l lavc inscf ib(( l  LrPo11 ihe
nrLmes of .150 tttissing.

LORRAINET Sitlr1Llccl r!b()Lrt onc
DilLi north of the t.rwn ()f sl. A\(ji.l,
l imlr(e, th( |13.5-rcrc cenletcry
c()Drxirs Lllc l.Lfltest rrttnrber ol
gfxvcs of v'orld \v.lr II wxf deacl jn

Eur()pe, i  lo lx l  oi  l0.489. Most. l iccl
wltle tiglrting in this region.
lnsc bed cJ| dre lilblcts ()f thc
NlissiJrll rfe r+:+1 nrmcs.

LIIXEMBOIJRG: Lying iust $'ithln
$c city limlls of LuxemboLrlg cily,
fuxcmlx)u19, ihis 50.5 acre ccme-
tery contains tbc rernxins ()f 5,076
Americxns who die.1 dLrlin[i the
tslitle o[ lhe Bu]ftc ancl in the
ach.ance to lhe Rhinc 'l he nr1nres
of 371 n ssing xre il].scribecl on
pylons flanking the cluPel

NETHERLANDS: The only
Amcican ccmelery m lne
Netherlxnds, il lies ln thc villxge of
NlxrgrxLen. Clo\'erirg 65.5_acrcs, the



orr,a wing 
RU{.

By Carolyn Miller

.cnlcrery contains 8..102 gravcs
T$o Tablets of fie Mjssing xrc
inscribcd I'lth 1,723 nxmes

NORMANDY: SituxLecl cn x dlff
Ln crlooking omrhx Beech. the
cemctery is irrst cast ()l St. Lir.rrenL-
sur Mcr.  lhe si tc covers 172 5 iqes
and contilns the llrilr'cs of 9,3,36
Anericio wxr .lexd, most of rvhonr
died cluring the lxndings ilncl ensu
iog operxlions The rvalls ol r
selni cilculxr galclcn orr the srst
si.le o1 tbc merx)riel conixin thc
nxnres of 1.557 uissi l lg.

NORTH AFRICA: I-()cxleci close k)
th( s i tc () f  thc xn. ienL r i lY () l

C'rrthilic, Ilnisii. thc .enretefy is
l0 n les l io,n lLrDis.  Thc l7-rcfc
( enretefy conrxins 2.8.: i |  ,^nrcI icr ln
g|aves l-Dg|rLvecl ()ll lhc wrll r)f thc
i \4issi l lg .rrc 3,7.11 nxl l lcs.  Nk)st dicd
in nr i l i t l fv r . t lYi l ics 1r()rD Nort l )
Af i lc:L L{) lhc Prfsiun clul l .

RHONI: scr in r l ]c crtv () l
I ) rrguigrr i ru,  Ff.rncc, 2s r l i lcs \ ' ts l
1)f  ( l rnnes, l ih{)ne ( lcrnulcf ! ,  is l l rc
si l (  ol  8(r l  g| i r \cs i ) l  An]cf lc i l r ' r  wrr
d(11(1, rrost () l  \ \ 'h(nn guvc t l rc l f
l i \ 'es in rh( ' l i l )ef t t i ( )u () l  s()Lr lhcrn
l i rnc( in 191 |  lhc f( t r l in ing \ \ '1r11
(t ' lLr(  r ' l r rrpcl  L!-r-rxcr '  c()nixiDs lhc
rr i rmcs ()1 l t )  I  rrr issing.

SICIY-ROME: ]-,viog irt lhe noflr
cdqe () i  N(JlLLn().  t t r l \ ,  intnrc( l ix lc lv
c.rs1 ( t  r \nzi()  .m(l  JS r)1i1(s s()uth ol
I l rnrre, th.  f7 i rrrL 'c( ln.J.r1 si le
r(ntrirs l.lJ()-l gf:r\'r's. Thc mxjofity
()f rhesr' r\rlcfir:rtls rliccL n rhe
opcrxl i (xrs pr(cecl ing thl : '  l ibcfr l i ( )r l
o l  Rornr ( ln thc \ \ 'h l l , ' i l r lL|blc
Nal ls o1 thc clrrpeL rrc engmvecl
rhe rrlllcs (rf -1.095 rrlissing

The Story of
Veterans Day...

In 1921, rn unknown \V.r ( ] i
\\xf I A rericrn soldier w:rs blure.l
i  , \ f l ingnn Nrt ion:r1 ( lenleleD
'lhj\ silc. rn x l llsiclc o\.cr-l()oking
dre I'oomxc llivef incL rhe cit-v oi
\\xshington. becxnre lhc local point
of rerert-rrcc fi)| Arrericr's vete ns.

Sinilxr ccfcnnrnies r)ccLrrlccL
carlief in Enghncl and Frxnce,
\lhcrc rn r.rnkm)\\n soldicr \\.xs

burlecl in cech nalion's highesl
plice of honor (in Englarrd,
\{cstminster Abbcv: ln Flelrcc. th."
Arc dc Tri(nnphe). Thcse nremorixl
gestulcs xll t(x)k place on
N()venlrcf 11. gi!ing univeIsxl
fec()gnirion t() fie .elcbrxled end
ing of World vlr I figlllrlrg xr 11
e. ln. ,  N()\enrbcir  l l ,  l9 l8 ( f ic 11th
hou. of the l l th dx,v () f  thc l  l ih
llonth) 1he chy bccxme klo$-n xs
"Arr ist icc l )xy. '

Ar rnisticr- Dlt,v officialh
rccclved iLs nelnc in Alrerlcr in
1926 thr()Lrgh 3 Cotrgfessi(nr3l fcso-
lut ior.  I t  becxolc i  nl i i ( )nxl  hol idxv
12 ycufs hler ] )y sirr i lxr
Congfcssi(nxL 3cl ion Tf t l re ic lc i l l i ! -
t i r  l rol)c hiL( l  been reNl izc( l  t l )xL
\itn1.l Nuf I wa: tire $'er t.r cnd
i l l  \ \ 'xrs,  N.)\ ' ( -nibcr l1 l r  ght s l j l l
bc .x l ler l  Armist i (  c l ) ry.  Bl t t  only rr
l i 'n , r .e:rrs r l tc l  thL: hol i t lxy wxs
pro. lx irncd, \ \  r f  bfol{e ()ot b
l lur()pe. s i- \ t (cn :rnd one-b.t l l  nr i l -
l ia)n An'rcf ial i ls t (xt i  pxf l .  I r ()Llr
hunclrcd sNc n 1lx)usulrcl  of  l l )c- l t r
dic( l  in sc$, icc, n)(ne l l l : rD 292,00f)

Tn 1951 l) lcsi( l (  nl  l ' ; iscnho\vcf
sigr l (( l  r  l ) i l l  pr()( i r r i rning N(^dnbcf
lL us \ i r tcr i rr ls I )r ! .  l ( )  h(nr(n t lx)s.
lv l l ,  hrrvr:  sr:r lcd . \m(f ic:L in xl l

l-:^"- I'O V ll I t / ht I i t I

pfayef
Veteran's wife
B-24's teffibl€

fbels the
beauty

'lh(-,v solrred irtto lhc \\'ild hltrc
r'()nLlcr, iust irs the song ly.n: sx)'s.
Of 18,000. rhcf,-  ]s lust.rnc rhxt ls
ijr|()rre locli)'.

I flcn' h il.
I t  s rhe l l -2i ,  Lhc l iboxt(n o1,

xs i t  sr)rr lct in lcs $xs klro\ ln.  l l re
Flying Bo\ccr

Fltiy ii)rr yc.1rs :rgo, |rilli- Ilr,v
husbiLnri. c(nnplcacd J5 missions
ovcr ccrmrn!. Tlrincd fin tlt.'
sperrv Ball. he \\'is essigne.l t() l'.til
gunner clutt afief rhe SPcrn Rrll
\\'es (liscontil]UccL.

Reccntl_v my grxndson Log3n
and I \velrt lo Lxtr(t)e to scc the
onc R-2,i and one of severil R l7s
stilt lrli1intalne.i lbr tlights.

ltcre they \\,clc- lIV() ()f thc
behe0roths ()f thcir day \\! \\cnl
through cech xn.l tilkcd $'itl) Lhe

we \\'elkcd xr()Lrn.l thc planes.
0\\,cd b_v the sizc of the propcllcrs,
the i ricxcy .rl thc engines, thc
bexLrr,v of such po$!-r' tbf its linre.

As \\c $.cre xLn)ul to 1ci1\'e, (nle

ol thc fllols orcffiored ricics I\'flc
avi i l ib le.

Rclr.r(txntlv. I clccline.i.
''Grrndnre, Lola:rn sli.l. \\'llrn \\'ill
tlis ch;Lnce elel co0re xgxin fot

()drer l in i ly nrenrl t rs rskcd
rhc s.rnre qucst ion. I  hxd lhc
opportlrnity to cxftrience 1r ilight
i1l  i  B-21 \ \hy hiLcl  I  tLuned i i

_fx'() dr,vs hlcr, l'c t'ent blcl

' l l ) (  st()r1n () f  t l le Prc\ ' ior.rs di lY
hr( l  d\ . io(11(( l  t . )  i r  (Jr izzlc \vc
wrl l ic(J ()vcf t r ,  thc plxncs, i r rqLr irc( l
r l )ol)r  u f i ( {c l i ) f  n1c. 

' l l lc pi l { )(  lort i
r rrv nurrr :  rncl  s lr i ( l  sha Nrnr l( l  l ry l i ,
scircclLr l . :  nre ()n x l l igbt Wc lrecl l -
c( l  r  " \ \ ' indr)\ \ '  in l l lc s ly rr)  f l \ ' .

L()grIr  rrnd |  * l l l ictL rrrr t tncl  t l tc
plr l lc.  L,rgun hr( l  i r  c lrnlcdf( l t r .  i tnJ
hc weirr  t (J gc1 sh() ls ol  l l l t  B- lr .

T strr lecl  l ry th.  l l  l - i .  hol)LIrg.
Thcn lhe l ) i lot  hrtn<lct l  nre u

.1ipb().rfct \\ iLh insl|1r(Ji(t1s t() r'crrrl
r rrc l  s ign. I  \ \ rs l i i rcn x st ic[er l . ) r
1lrr lrcli(J :rnd tsli((l n) slep () tl1('
builcllrg fir r l)rieli1rg. -{ fiNt flirlrt
\ \ 'Js s(xn to bolta( l l  I  l rxcl  111'r( [(  i t
Ii)r lhc sec()nd lliglrt.

N'c s(x)( l  l ) '  thc bui lding, l
fer' hundlecl fcet i;ofr the
l-lt)er]tof

surlclcnly. rhe cll!]incs cirnre t()
life, tlre pr.rpcllen spun, lhc
L-ribxLrsls spc$ cd snr()ke

\.|.'h.tt l)trrct.'fhc B 2.+ begrn lo rol Tt lx\
i!'(]1 .l(rwn the tlelll, Llrrnccl. rc\'\'c,:l
irs ,-ngines, c.rmc righL l)) us iocl
lilred int() LLlc .rir'.

Vh.u he. ttr.
Ifv husbencl hrd s!'en :tnd

expeieoccd thls rnxrry tirDcs. xn.l
no\\' I wrs hcrr'.

conriiued on Paqe 24 23



we {,atchecl it disappear into
lhc sky. I r&ukl be an the nexl

fltght
i would fly in a Vorld vhr II

bornber frorn the '40s a creft
farDous shen I was ln mY late
teers. Here I \1'as, a 73 yeer olcl in
1999 F ith I chaocc of a lifedme.

li sccmed like eges t() mc
before wc sar\ the Libcrutor leturn.

In the mcantime, we hil.l beeo
bieied on ectual flight lime.
flurkle up on txkc off, fueedoN
during flight, bucldc up ()tl 13ndinit.

'l'hc R-2.i's enlaines wotrld not
be Llrrncd off whcn it lan.led. wc
woulcl bo.rr-d, bucklc .rnd t:rke oif

As llre prcvious fllght s Passerl
laers disenrt)NltccL- I\'e welc drrecl
ecl to b()xr.l thlough ttte bonb bxv

The ti)rce ifonr rhe p1()pcllcrs
wus lcrl-ifk. \\re 1rlovljcl. lhe flrst
t l r fee ol  us hoppcd rL bnr.  srt  on
lhc f l (xr ancL buckled trp.  Tlre sec-
ond set (t llncc s:tl clircclly l)elrin(L
us, ck) er to l1']c fiont (t lhc l)llne'fhc 

ltenllcn)in () nly righl h:r(l
l )een t  ni lv lgt l ()r  jn l l tc N: l f r  the
vorrng l ; rc ly t()  nly lc l i  n lrdc th( ' l r ' iP
Ircr:eurse hcr 'urcle hicl  l )cen i l  S+rn-
ncr " \ !ny bl( l (  Lhen

'l'he enllines tevv(cl lhe rNn
next to nre madc r circuliu nl()tiorr
wilh lis hrncl. \\t' t\cre g()lng.

'1hc cngines roirecl xgrill, lLn.l
this tirnc I hexfd thcnr ech() insicle
the phnc. l ) () \ ,"n the .Lmwry, tu 'r l ,
r-ev rrrcl pteperc Ior t.Ll(e()fL

I hncw ir.Lst *4rcn the pLanc lefi
rhe !lr()Lrn.l su(l(lenh', wc $'ere in
the clouds. lhL' biil oul bcll r:Lng
once to lct Lrs kno\\' \\'e welc tiee
i() unbuckle xnd move al)oLrl.

I looke.l ()ul thc weist sccli(tr.
eirne.l drc guns. Thcn I nxvigx('.1 I
nar]ow cat wirlk. holc:lirg ()n to the
siclcs, xnd lrlovecl into dlc tril scc

'thcrc, I \\,as able t() sec \\'Jrxl
nly husl)incl heal sccn.

lYJe rpPronchecl |hc B-17 bclow
rus and passcd it \rhat i beautiful
sighi.

It \\.as ersy .o Plck oot the vel
erans on the llighr. Their eycs t(nd
you thev were back therc_-for just x
litle \\-hi]e.

Too soon- the bail out bell
sounded twlcc, time lo sit an.1
buckle up fo! landing.

As I sat on the l](Dr again, I
iooked at the tail against lhc
cft)ucLs, x slght I will never forget.

A bcaritiful landingr out
through thc bomb bay doo$ and
over io the building.

The creq- boarded, the engincs
roarcd. 7tl:t?, turn, rdce, liJl.

AncL .r bit ()f lnc ilies with ihxt

RePiltled u,ith Permissiul |)l
TibLt +Ruknl,, Gt?c sbLoU, I'A

Mrs. Andrew
Spewock
WriteF

lnckrsecl is thc
gf()Lrn( l  cfcn'pl lorc and the i rr i ( lc
l)y Clrroll'n Nlillel lirr y()ul colrsi.l_
clilrbn |() pLLblish

Thc olhcf cltdosllfcs urxy lrc ol'
s()urc]  pefs(nr i l l  i r r((xL:sl  XIy hus
l)nLrcl  ncvcr |nlkc( l  r t lLr( l t  r l )out l l is
cxpeficn(c irr c([]l)ll!. ltLtt wllcn llc
clid. hc rl\\'xys hnd lh( grellcsl
idnr i f i r l i (nl  lbr ihe pi lots wi l l r
i,'h(nD hc llc$, feclrlling their
(xt|d(n (linlrry perl(JfnrNnces l!cing
ertr'enrely clllli.uh oclds. Vhen tl-v
s(D rntl l w:rLk.(l thr'rrurgh thc B-2 i
in Augusr,  x -ver l f  rgo, I  r() t r lc l  nol
e\,en i rnrrgine Lhc dmnrr thrLl  3l l  of
y()u bcrut i t i r l  vorurg l l i f l l rdl l  r rrrst
heve cxpericnccd . lu ng thosc
cl:rngcrous lilrres \\ror(ls llril \\'hcrl
wc lhink ol o(n Lrnslulg hef()cs We
can only extt-r]d (lcePcst griLlilu.lc
xncl llrcxlcsr respcct.

UNLUCKYTHIRTEEN
A man is walking by a mental hos-
pital surrounded by a high wooden
fence when he hears voices chant-
ing. The voices are saying excited-
ly ,  "131 13 !  131 131 '  He s  ve fy  cur i -
ous, so he looks through a hole n
the fence, and someone pokes him
in the eye. "Ouchl' he says.
Then he hears the voices chantF
n g ,  ' 1 4 !  1 4 !  1 4 !  1 4 1 "

Arrangiqg Burial in
a VA National
Cemetery
' Veterans 1\,ith discharges other
!han dishonomblc, their spouses
an.l dcpendeflt children nIaY bc
eligible for buial in a VA natiooal

* GrNresites in Dept. of Vetctans
Affairs (1A) r lional cemetedcs
c;rnn()t bc reservecl io id\':tnce.
IIoI\'ever. fxmllles alre cncoLrl:lged
to prcpirl€ iir x.lvxnce by clis-
crLssing cc.reterJ ()Plions, by col
lcding thc veterxo s lnilitary infor
Jnxr i()n.  in.1 by cr l l iug the cerne
tclr. \\'helc lnfixl is dcsire(l fri()r to
Lhd tirrc ol' nccd.
' \A \.ilL pro\.ide i] gfl\'csitc. griv-
cl inef.  hcxclsi()ne, ( t  mrrker.
Ir fesidcn! i : r1 luel l lor i r l  ( ;crt i l ic i tc,
l ls [hg, r ]€Ipel l r i l  cxrc () f  t l lc
gr"".s i t i  " ' i .1 wi l l  opcn.rnd close
ille !{rrv( irt no cosl k) tlle vcl(+
Nn s fluuil-v Scrvices prcvided l)\'
l i rnenl c l i fcctors xnd otho reldtcd
costs, LLsualLy includiog lr i lnsp()r tn-
(ion, nrusL l)c pxicl for by thc vetcr-
dD s lxmily.
N VA's V!'t(:mns ficxrcfit$
Adnrinist frr i (nr pxys I  bt ldir l  rnLl
plot lrllowLrnce $ llr<rsc veLemns
el jgi l ) lc bv lxw. l lo|  i ) r l ( rnnl l ior1,
plexsc cr l l  thc rcrr(st  \A f lg i ' rnl l l
of i (e xl  l -800 u27-l{) l )0.
* 'Lhr |etclxn s l iL l l  nxmei r trnki
lrranch of sen'ict'r (lxrc (Jl (!tlr-v .Lrd
cl ischrrger ser irr l .  sor ir l  s(ct I i t \ '  : rnd
\! \ .hinr nun)bcfs:  dule r ln( l  Ph.e
oi bi l thr uncl .  drte () f  d.rrh sh{)Lr ld
lre prrx i t lcd. i l  po\sibl t ,  to cstr l r-
l is l r  c l ig ibi l i t r  l i ) r  hur ix l  in x \ i \
nr lknr l  acDreler\
* r \  . ()p) of  thc y.{er lur s ol f i . ix l
mj l i t i rn dischr(qc d()cur l tcnr \ \ ' i l l I
rh.  ch:r fxctcr of  dischrqc is xls()
frquireLl.  I l  th is documcnt rs not
er i ihbl . ,  e c.rpv m:rt  l )c obrainecl
fr()ol lhc National Personnel
Record-s Centea Milttary
Personnel Record's Olfice 9700
Page Blvd, st. lnuis, Mo 631J2
5100. Tlis sholrLd bc cl.rne pdt)r lo
rhe tilre ol nee.l.
. Your hrnerxl .Lircct()r slnulcl be
rnxkirrla thc xrrxrrgcmenls \\'ith the
nxtl(nul cemelen fbr the veteraos
finlilv.

Cred t l:\ -]jOV B t U. LETIN



From The Albums

Font rcw, L to R - Ulys Taylor. WaEl Gunnet:Wm
Matcotm Engineet;Allan Holeman. Tdit AutIel Gu"ne,:
Grover Wes| BallTurrct Gunner; Dominick Ftuqale, Radio
Operator.
Back row, L ta B - Ed Eber, Navigatot;Jack Stuart, Pilat;
Harry Ha , Co-pilot; Rodney Perrill, Bambardier

Front row L to R - Andrcw Spewock, Nose Turet Gunner:
John Cotler, Bombadiet; John Els, Navigatot; Robert
Rabards, Pllot: Alberl Eckhoh, Ca-pilot.
Back rcw, L to R - Albert Ctacker, Waist Gunner; Lulher
Minyard, Tail Turret Gunner; Vernon Schrader, Engineer;
Bichad Keene. Balllurret Gunner; Rayburn Andersan,
Badio Opentor.

Andrcw Spewack seated, Wayne Kappel, check out the
Collins Faundation B-24 when it came lo Lalrobe, PA.

t \

Can you identify this crew? ll you can, lel Mrs. Andrew Spewock, BR 5, Box 140, Latrabe, PA 15650'9102, know.
Thanks-Ed.
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Ffom
Files

when fie '155 r
Bomb C;roLLp left
Langley Field, 868 $'ent

s3nce rircmft, xnti subnuline patr()l

pllrncs, 3nd cirgo tlrl]lsP()fis as

Though initiel ve$ions of the

ts-2'i were deployccl to the
Meditcrranein xncl Great fldtain,
the .lespefttc need for long_I3nge
,ir.r:rfl in ihe Soulh Pacillc cxuscd
thc l,iltrxtol tcr Lrccoole tlrc nl'rln
stxy of Alliccl opcrlrti()ns jn the
island campxigns. By 1943 the B 2'i

he(1 replacecl the B 17 as the stan

cl:rrd long fange hcxvY bomlrer in

the Sor.rth Pacitlc.
Piloted by Ar0lY xncl Nr\T xr

crews :rs rvcll xs Ilritish xvietofs'
fie Libcr:rlors f()ught valixnlly trlltil

rcplaced by llrassir'c srVcs ()f silver
l '  29s.

Cerig0olx wis ihe siie ol the
first batlle in the \vestcr.n Wo d
wi lh f l rexrns, (guns rnd r i rnn()ns)
( 1 5 0 0 - 1 5 1 0 ) . ' l h i s  w x s  d r c  b r l t l c
betwc:c'n thc ljrench :lnd SPanish
The liir:t l):rttle xt Cdssmo l)elweeo
thc l'rench nncl the Spnnish ( 1506)
en(lccl in lhe sanre rcslllt xs 191'1

Fitiecnth Ail F(nlc sll()$'s llr(
way. Approxinl:rlcly ll0'/0 (t ill
[jlihth Air |or(e in(l 70rlu (t

l:ifieeDlh Aif Forcc llrissions clurlr'lg
tlre lLlsl qLrLl[lcl of l9_i{ wclc ch:rF
icter izcd l )y s(nlre c lPloyl l lc l l l  ( ) l

l)lincl-l)on11)ing clcvi.cs Cors(1r!'rt
slucly xn(l ilssessnren! c()lltinrrecl l()

sh()w lhe not Lrnlrlltlciplrtecl collclrl_
si(n thxl f.t(lxr l)onll)ing wis t:rr
less rcclrr l l lc t lnn visLrxl  lor lhe
lxsL lhrcc lrxnlLLrs of 1914. lllc Pel
cenr.lge ()f F,ight Aif |orce l)orll)s
that lcll wilhin 1.000 fcL-l ol the l.rr
gcr wrs 38rl,a. 25rh, ind 259i,
fespcctfullyi in lhe slllle llrontlN
the fifteenth Air torce s(()fe \\'xs
.10%, .J67o, rLncl 36un. rfd Lhc
FiRecnth coniinu(l to .l() muclr
better lhan $e Highfi in tlis respect

'lhc Isle of Vis $'xs a havcn for

cripplecl b(nnbers end fighrers lhxl
.oL d ncrt mxkc il to ItalY tror
b()mbing tergels in Ausn ix,
Ilun!!^ry xlrd the Bx]kins lL is onc
of dre three m()sl \\-eslelr
Dilnution islxncls ln the A.ldrlic
Sca, nl:.stlcd bctween Biscv() xncl
Susac. Vis is a l ()ck is lxnd, hscl  n()

fresh wxter but boxslccl of a nanll-al

ancl protected harbor fbr ships Tbe

runway sts gravel ancl only 3500

feet long locrled in e veLlei'. The

isl:rncl \\as x junk yxd of \'�reckecl
B 24's, R-17's, and other tYPes or
iircraft They h:Ld been bull.lozcd
off the mnrvay and strippcd of
LrsiLrle spare palts 3Ircl equlPmellr.
Somc airplxnes $'ere rePxircd xncL
fl()wn bxch t() drcir beses (ln occa
sjon, there \\.oLrlcl n()t be r(x)m ior
d cripplccl bomber rc Lend rnd the

creu *.as askecl to hlril otll ovcr
tlrt- ei|ficld xncl leL Ihe airPlane
crxsh Lrr thc sex. ln thc cxrly stxges
of our conrl)tt. tirc island \\'xs lre-
qLLenlly borllbe.l l)Y (;ernlan

srnkas. To invacle the isltncl llould
hxve bcen lcry costll for lhe
(lellnirns. tllLrs it Pro\ idecl I slLfc

cmergenc\I hncli'rg sPact f()f the
Al l ie( l  xnPhncs. vhi le :r t  Vis.
cio\l'nccl fl\'cls ferrstecl on
lirsoslali;n \\'ir1c rn.l sP.rm until
thci f  t lxr lsportr t iotr  bxck h(nr l(
:rrrived lltich wNs ir small higlr
spceci strPPlY b(rLLt of  1 C-q7

\X/lrcfLr clid tlle VLrllllrc conle
l'\)rlr'l \X/ith the pirssinll ot lLlllc {rlc

tcncls to lbrgct sonre ol the slrall
clctlils drxt wcre qtlile vivlcl n lcw
yc'.us irgo LIow dicl the Vullixr
VLdt re conre nbout'1 It wns sl:lflc(l
by T()nt MitcLrcll, lnt('lligel1ce
Olllcef of thc 7i3fd SqLr.ld|()n trn(i

rlrcn lLLlcr xck)ptecl by ihe g()LrP.

Thc irt was clon( b,v wltll Disney
Snrclios, gl-alis, xncL lr dtPi(!e(l rl
vuhLrre riding (l(^vnNxfd ( x
bomb. Recl dcsignNrecl LLrc ln)ilrll
color lof  thc TlJr. l  Squ:r. l ( )n
Othef col()fs \\'err xssrgrlcLl t.) tne
other' scN:rtLons. trlc l)ershiP.cxrds
!_Icle isslLccl t() ltll mdllbefs oi lirc
.i55rh B(nrll) (;roLrP, tllcse signc.l
b\''Lun Nlitchell Thc svrlrltl wrs
LLsccl on plillr,:cl nnlerixl, jeckcl
p]r.hcs, scrrves lbr ihe lidies.. c(

A rneml)cr fevisits Ccrign()lx -
'lhc plecc hnown es San Giovorxli
nas x Lan.l J]rnnt tiom Freclcrick 11,

lJth ccntLrll'. xnd hxs bcen ilr the
lemily of present on'ners firr orrr:r
100 yeirs. Llndc'r lend relorm -smce
drc s-ar dre fxmil-v wits t()Icc.l to
sell sotrc of thc land so thc casdt:
(Group LIdg) is n(^\ a girl's school
'lhc chlpel jusl exsl of drc castlc
hes been renovetecl sncl is an
ect i \  e pxr ish. ' lhc CorPs of
Engineers scraPed eway tne loP

The

by xif ancl 1136 bY
ship. 'l hcre wcrc x total of 6'i
crews, l)ut onlY 62 airPlxnes.
Deslination was San Gi()vilnni,
Ita1y, by llre $'ay c-'f Afiice. Thc
.155ih wes stetioned \4'ith thc {54th
of  J  sr f i f . l f  s . tn  ! l ! , \ . rnn l tJ ly

,11)oL t 5 rriles q esl nl LtfignolJ

ind l0 miles s{)Lrihcasl of Foggia

The 4i5th llcr' 255 misskrns dr.rrlng
thc 15 morllhs ()f conlbet. 147 ait
men werc killcd in ectionl 26ll
missingi 173 prisonels of w.u NeR

irssiqnnrents k) lhc glolLP, 2'1711
Inluir.:cl r'etu|necl to dUty, 112. 'li)1:11

gr'rxrp Dersonnel. 3374. 1200 com-
plcLed ihelr totrr of dLrty Tlrc 45511]

wes thc lLrst gfoup () bc inxcti\'lllcd
nltcr the wlr ind clid nol lcnvc
Itnly Lrnlil SePtcrnber 19'15.

The l i r$t , l55th Bodlb Grorrp
Leunion w.t$ llelaL. seplc bcr 18,

19,18. in St. Louis, Missotrfi 
'fhc

sc(oncl lbllowecl in 19'19, (;hicrgo,

lLlinois The llrifcl, Scptedbcr 2,

1950 in Milwrr.rkec, Wisconsin.
'Ihe firs! issue ct'the Cerignoltl

(i)nrcclion was p ntcd, li.lll l9lJ9.
26 issucs hive l)ecn Prirlted, ltle
l i$t  l )eing only I  Plrges. Prescnt
issues furl 24 Pagcs.

'thc ruggc.l B-24 achicvc'rl frLrrrr:

during fhe scc()n(L \!1)rld wer xs
onc ()i the A]lny ^ir C()rps' rll.rst

r-eliab1e long-range bonrbcrs Thc:

B 2,i D wes the lirst vcrsi()n of thc

Libelxior lo be brtilt in l^rge quxrl

Iities, NnLl more tll|ln 2,700 of thesc
eircfxll were Pr()clucecl pri()r to LLrc
inrrodLrcti()n of Lhe ll-2'i E. 'l'houllh

oltcn o!crsh.rdowed by dre highly
publicizecl exploits of dre lloeing

tZ ftylt-tg Fo rcss, thc increcliblc
B 2,1 sew ection over lDore oPera
tional fronls than iny other
fuIrcrican bonber.

Dui]rg thc servlce lifc of lhe B

24, thc long cLecp fLrseliLge enable'l
lhe AJm)' air corPs to aLlapl tlrc 

,.
T,iberetors to :tn cn.lless valely or

wartlne tasks, 
'l hev seffed

ad ifabl)-, nol only as strategrc
bombers, but as Pboto reconnaN
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soil and laicl oui the run\lx-vs, txxi-
nals and harcl stancls. Thev rvcrc
ro ha!,c been covcircd $'ith 'pierccd

steel planking". ho\\'evcr ln
l)ecenlber of l3 e Ccrnrxn Jtl 88
b(nbecl a ship in Beri hlrrlor encl
hit an xmmrrniii(n shD \.ith the
rcsult thxr 19 ships sank incluctinJl
rhc one carying the .i55lh Picr.e.l
r,tccl planklng i[cl supp()rt equiP
nrent. Conse(lLrenll-! wc onl-v hrd
plxnking lbr the iouchcl.  vr ends
of the runrvry rnd lr pxrt o1 crch
hard stxnrl. 'flut is $hy, all thrortgh
thc $xr. |niotcnxn(e pc()plc \!'cfe
$.orlring oft ol err]nruniti()l1 l)oxcs
.rnd eJnlt)  () i l  dmrrrs.  ( ; r()LrP r i f
phnes r.c|c l)eld up in Nofih
At i icr  Lut i l  the ( i )Ds ()1 lnglneers
.()Lr ld colr lplctc r i  p j |el inc l fonr
I tx t()  pl() \ , ldc xvi :r t i ( ) l )  gisol inc.
Al l  {) f  thosc pic.es () l  I  i r lch steel
pl ] ]c we Lrsccl  i rs .hirr lncys l (  )r '  oLr l
h(nnen)lLdr src\ .es in our tqDis \ !erc
gi l is f i . ) rn t l re Corps pipcl ine lhc
Se| l , icc Squxdr()n locir t( t l  NF: l11)rrr
( ; I1)ul)  l l ( lg.  \ \ ' iLs xssign(( l  t ()  l l le
l)rsL-r ()  supporl  lx)Lh l)()or l )  gr(xr])s
wi{h rnr iDt(r lun(c l )cy()nd thc (1Ll)r l
l ) i l i ry !nd rulrnl) . ) \ \ (r '  r rssigr lc( l  l ( )
rhc l ly lng squlLdrlr)s ' lhev l )Lr i lL r i
l (  g ( lLror lscl  hul .  i rn x miLchinr '
sh.. l ,  nhi( l r  is st i l l  rhcrr rnl l  is I
f i r l r  rLrsl  rcd c() l (r . ' I l1r S(tr ' i (c
sr lLuclr(xr w.r ()LLr s()Lrf .c oi  tc.hrr i -
c,r l  suppl ics, fcpl i (  errrent l ) r ' . )
pcllcrs, L{gi|cs, tifes, 1)fxkls. (tc.
\\tclr iL clrnrc tinrc t() llix(l lnrrlll)s
rrnt l :Lmrrro. prcpir ing f t ) f  x l I is
si(nr,  the xlnolcfs i t lNxys sl lo\ \cd
up dri|ing x l()ng slfing ot tr':r]lefs
n'hlr lx)tlrbs on thenr Durilrg ouf
vis lr  to Srn Ci()ronni (n the ' i55th

ftxlirn xlvcntufc n'e presenlcd x
pJrrqLre Lo thc por ' ish nexr the cNs
rlc.

If You Can...Drop
Sue a Line.
Sue ()Lr()  Ste r i rd nr lres r l l r t  hcf
fath.-r Cxrl N: Oft.r .rx.le hi: Iin,rl
Ilighr, luli' 20. 2000 She xsks iI vou
llr|c anv lnf()Inatlcrl rbour her
licl rl1|r vor.r wish to slurc. feel
liee L{r writc. She .xn l)e reachcd
rr: Sue Otto Stannafd, 44 Lil^c
St., East Hartford, CT 06118.

Al Cratch
Writes!

In the L-a1] 2000 cdift)n oI thc
Cedlanolir (irnnection, Rogel Caplc
\,!rites thxt his crerv 11$r. the B 2'1
"The Ciptain xncl His Kicls io il:tLy
rn(1 lxnclecl drcre Aprll 1i. 1t'i-+.
IIc musL harc flo\\.n anothet plane
bV thxi nxrlle. Thc ts-2.1 pictlrlccL
orr P.rgc of the l'eL] 2000 eclition is
the pia1rt- I pers(nr:rlly parotcd the
picture (xr '.rncl flc$_ in thrt P]:rnc
liofr the firsl pift oi luxrch 1944
Lr]ltil n'e \\'ere sllot clown ()11 iprrl
21. l94l  lhe capt ion un. ier this
pictr.rfc :rsks for lhc cfeR' nxntcs on
l l r is pL| lnc. Thjs \ !xs cNlt :r i r l
N(ng:rrd s crcw rLs f() l l ( )ws: alo-pi lot
Lt St iner,  \ iv igiu(n Lt.  l jvcrsorr.
Rorrbrfdicr Lr.  l )Lrfr : | . \ ,  lst
Engincef l /Sgt TJrrt  r i r l .  , lnd
Ir fgjneer S/Sgt M\ '1ic l i ,  Jfd
I ]nglneef S/Sgl Jcnl i ins, l tLr( l i ( )  Opef.
' f , /sgt l l i rnrz,  Nose clrnncr s/SgL
lrerguLrDn rLn(l  I l i l  G!nncf s/sgl
( i  l c l l .

All ()l lhc rrbovc $'erc l2ows in
l lonrrf ix i rn( l  rcnrrrrml sal t ly.

Bruce Rice -,,:-iltr l'Writes! - -';{*#
Ilcfc is r l ry ncx! ) ' ( r t r 's Iner l t l )c ' r '

s l r ip prynrcfr  t in 1j15.00. Ni(c 1()
kntxv $4It  is st i l l  hrppcning. Flxrcl
l ( )  l )el i . !c rhr r inre Ll ]1rt  h 'rs Pxssecl

I  salr t  Stcphen AIrr l )rosc x (()Lr-
ple () f  t rpc cissctres of r t \ '  r -xpoi-
.oces in r l re 7. i0lh Squ:Ldr(n.
Bx)Lrght bxck s()nre rlcrnories xncl
expefidrccs $triclr rexlly rfc srill
t|esh in rry i1riJr.t.

'lhrlks firf r()Lrr efl_(rrls to licel)
(:(nnlnlrnicitionr \\.ith rlx)sc slill

Iled r menLor.tblt- crperience
in 1998 \ . is l t rn: t  l l (nruni i  rr)d
Pl()esLi, sccing n'here lhe group
bonrltd rud hcil ng fi(m sorlrc
Roinrrixns how thcv nfprecirtecl
drc t-ffbrts Lo Lrkc out thc (;ernxns.
'lhe rrip $'xs a pe()ple lo Pcople
enclea|or r ,here I  \ \ rs e l iucst: tnd
rn,v \\'ife ooc of l.J n1rmen n'orking
or1 mlrrernxl ;Ln.l chilcl hexltll sitlr.r
ti(n\s in RoJnanix xncl RrLSsix.

Give Gus a Call
When You Are In
Siera Vista!

PeopLe \cry infre(lLrently \,1s11
Siclri \ristx. thcrc l l heck of I lot
oI histo[' here. (|t. Hux.huc:r,
li) bsronc, \Y'/,vxLt L!rp, BisbeL',
etc.)  As I  menti()nel ,  somc of l t
c\rn (niginitcd in the North$rcst.
i .e.  Po(lxn. l .  I l r  l ict ,  $\ 'xt t  Brfp
clietl in Oakland, CA in 1929 xn.i is
l:ruriecl in r ccnreteri il] Diilv cit\,',
llA. A fe\! yca$ back sorncbocly
stole VvNtt Earps hcx( lstor lc l ronr
his j t rxve in DiLly ( l iLt  lhey lbr.Lfd
it in t(ni)l)stonc There was sti11 ir
s10,000 fcwrrr l  olr t  lor hi f r  l )exd
of Al ivc. l l is bo. ly is st i l l  in th(
l):riL,v clity ccnretefy. S() i1 ,vou rfc
in Sielrr  Vist iL,  give ole i  c i l l l

ooo
to clean

Leaving it dirty can boost the
bodv's disease defenses.
Sci6ntists report that a little dirt
and dust may actually be help-
ful in building a well-f unctioning
immune system, especially in
preventrng early allergies and
asthma. So turn off the vacuum
cleaner, drop the duster and
bless the mess.

A Bit  of  Humor
A iellow was invited to an o d

friend's house for dinner. The host
preceded every request to his wife
by calling her "sweetheartl' "honey,"
"darling," rny love," etc. The guest
was quite impressed since they
had been married almost 70 years.

While the wife was in the
kltchen, the guest remarked how
nice it was that he sti l l  called her
those pet names- "To tell you the
truth I forgot her name about 10
years ago," the friend replied.

Credit-VFw Magazine

One reallv o
reason NoT
the house:
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Plaudits to a74lst
Bomber Pilot

ROL1E (AP) George
Mccovem, the 1972 Democr.rtic
presidential nomince, saicl
ihursday the Bush aclminisffation
has asked him to remeln in his
post as U,S. ambassador to Rome
based lLN. agencies.

Mccovcrn, 7i3, a bngtime U S

senator fr()m SoLilh Dakoti ancl ibf-
mer Democtatic Presidential cancli'
date, was appojntecl bY President
Clinton in March 1998 an.l is ole
of fi)ul LI.S. ambxssadors based in
Rome

"As fxr:rs I know, I arn the
only Clintoo Presidcntiel oominec
so far who has been xsked tt) stay
on, and I  have xcccPled,"
Mccovcrn rc1cl the Issocilted

Since his aPPointment,
Mccovern has revivecl x biPaflisan
alliance with fbrmer Sen Robeft
Dole, R Kan., the 1996 RePublican
presiclential nominee. The two sen
ato$ workecl lolaether in congress
to cxpand the American school _
lunch program, fooci slamPs and
special nulrition lrtlp for pregnant
wo en xnd po(x chil.lren

F()r dre Past Year, with Clinton's
support and Dole's helP, lvlccovern
hns bcen pushing U N egencres
ancl mcmber countries io Provldc a
nutdtior.rs school llrnch evcry .l3y
fbl evcry school child in thc worlcl

Around 300 nillion school alie
chilc|en are not fecl at school,
mostly in .^.six. AlriQ, Lilirr
Alncricx and Eastcrn Europe. Ab()Llt
125 rnillion, lxrgely gi s, do nol
atlencl school xncl are thus iliilcrate

Clint(m ann()un(ecl Dcc ,lii rt

 LTENC.JOIINSON
I7 JOHNSON AVE
HTJDSON, MA. 0l?72- 1226

the \Yr'hite House thai the ljnited
States would dlstribute $300 million
in surplus fam Products as the firsl
stcp ifl the gloLral child-feeding ini
tietjve. Dole was present at tne cer

In his Rome job, U.S. ambas-
sxdor !o United Nalio1]s Agencies
fbf l'ood and Agdculture in Rome,
Mc(lcrvcrn has been urging other
countrics b follo'r thc lJ S leacl
:rnd help unclerwrite lhc Program
s.lth cash or pr()duce He has also
just finished ,r b(nk on the subject,
"The Third lircccl(tn: Encling
ljunger h Our Timc '

ln 194.1. Mc(krvcrn was ar
bomber pilot in the Ll.S Air fbrce
bxsecl in southern ]txlY. Last
August, President Clint()n aw:rrded
McGovern thc Irresiclentiil Medel of

The thrcc ()thcr li S xlnbrs_
s:rck)rs bxsed in llome are Tllolnils
Foglicttx, x Ibmrer congressttliLn
frol)r Pcnnsylvdnja, lhc aLmbassirck)r
t() tlrlyt iormer RcP Cofinne
"i,indy' Boggri, DJ"IL, aL:crcdilecl to
lhe \h!icani ancl Anll)xss^dof
Ridlard SklAr, special rcpresent:l1ivc
for dle Southcd$t I']Lrropc Inlllntive,
which superyiscs tJ.S. cf()r!s fbr
fcconslrllcti(rr in lhe Ball<ans

Ambassador George McGovern,
center and historian Stephen
Ambrose, right, visit with Mario
(see story in this issue) in his spe-
cial 455th BG Museum, in
Cerignola, ltalY.

455th Bomb GrouP Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 4043
Sierra Vista, AZ 85636
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