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MIAWe NeedYour FINAI FLIGHTS
Help

\}]e fecen.ed xd.lfess rorecl(ft
for lirLrr of Llrc sr\ cn NllA Dr]lr(s
l lsLed in the ix l l  ne\slerter.  ( lq)d
\\rinlil

H()\ \ 'e\ 'ef .  Llre I , . ()  l ) rs gi len Lrs
l l r ()re r l r l r ILcs. l i ) lLr) \ \Lng is r)uf  l r )LNl
l1l,A. lisllr)s:
l \ ' lLI  rr \  Al)r(xrr) \ \ i tz,  JSo-l
\ \  i l l i r l i l ls rLrfs l t (1. ,  Cinr innrLt i .  Oi l
i 5 : t i

J , r n r e s  l i  ( . r  l l r ,  l l l l  P x  \ s i ( l t .  l ' | l ] l \
I l  ( lgc. l l .  f ) l ) ( l l )8- l9(r j

l , ) s r l ) l r  l '  l ) r r r ' r ( s r i l  l f . .  l 5 0 L
\\ t  n )cls i(k l ic l  L, ,ui5\  i l l (  l i \  r0l l l
\ \ r . r \ n ( ,  l l  l \ L l l l ) r i g l r 1 .  J ( )  l , l' I u f n t ) i l { i  l l ( l  .  l } r 1 ' \ x r ( | .  \ ( l  l s l l l
l \ (  r r r l l r  l l  I l i r n l ) r r ) n .  r l r t i , L l i ' r ' r r
l ) r .  (  )  I r . r l l ( )r1.  l l .  ( r- l -11)()

\ ' l fs.  l i ( ' r r \  I  I lLLrr(nr,  ! l :  S\\
T , r f ( l i n r  

' l ( f r : r . ( .  ' l i ) D ( l i i r ,  l i s  ( ) ( n ) l l

\ l fs.  \ l r f \  (1.  \ '1. l ic l !c\ .  l l ; l  I ' r rr \
I i . . ,  N l i )  I l ! \ r fs,  l rL - l -19() l
Wll f fen t i .  Sclx)enL_. J|) t  S\ j  j  i r l r
A\ ' ! .  =9l l ;  I ' l ( ) \  l l1,  ( l r1Ll :r .  |L

lcrolrrc C \ \ lL l l f .  -117 CuDlrrLngl m
rNr.,  Cr. l i r ,  OII  iJ90l t1)()

Il vou hrrr.c Nrrr infir irbout xfl rrf
rhc rl)o\a l)crsors, plcisc scnrl it
roi 455 Bomb Group Assoc., Inc.
PO Box 4043, Sieffa Vista, AZ
85636-1013

455thE-lMail Rostef
Severel ruenrtren h:Lve askecl iI

we hx\c r r.srr'r of :ii5th n\clllbcrs
\ho lmvc c |1iil eddress'. Thc'
enswcf is tbat \\'c dont Ilon'cvcr'.
{'c thrrk it is x t.rod i(Lcx.

Ior th<;se of 1'ou th:u heve e-
rrx , ])lease
rdcheis end we'll nnke uo such a
rosrer ancl luve ir publishacl thc in
dre ne:it Ccris[o]a_ Conlrecdor
\e slettel Sdnd ]'our letters to rhe
455 Bomb Groui Assoc. Inc.. PO.
Box 4041, Sierra Vista, AZ 856J6'
4043.

Sp r ing  199c )  l i d i t o r ' . ' l on l  Rxn rc \ - .  12 l l  l , I on l c l r i r c -  (11 . .  Ap l ) l e ton .  \ \ i I  51915  (920 )  731  2500

From Your
President

J)l ins Li \c b((n i i l i ing shlpc
r l l  \ ln(-r  lo|  thc Scpi(nbcr fcLrnr(nl
in Sxr) f ) icg() ( lcn. Jhr( is()n rn(L
( i()1.  \ \ t ! ( l t  lu\c spcut nrNrl t  h()ur ' .s
(n) th(ir a^vn inal \\'iib J |l1)rcscntir
l i \ r '  r t  ] \ r rcal  l rcfc( 's Rcunrofs.  Tf.
i f  s( t i ins rLp i r  sch( (hr lc of cr cnts
l h l s  r l l l  l l  ( r r  f i f s r  r ( r r f i o n . ) n  i h e
\\(s i  (( , iLsi  i r f (1 \1r '  hot)r '  r r i f \ '
rnerr l t rs f ior l  the \Yesrc-m I I  5.  \ \  l l l
r i l { c n ( 1 .  r \ 1  t h c  l 9 9 r  r c u f i ( ) f  i f  ( ) l r i ( )
t t  r c r L  p l L r r r l  t ( )  s r c  n n  r \  s ( n r s ,
(  : rught( ' r5.  rn( l  s n( l .hi l ( l f ( ' l l  i I
i l r c n ( L r n . r ' ,  i r r ( l  N c  \ ( n r l ( l  l i l i c  t ( )
r u r \ L  l l r c r n  r i l L r n  r n d : r l s ( )  r n r f \

, \ r  t h L  ( i r ) u t ) :  l ) u s i n ( . s s  1 l r i ( 1 i f q
\ r  \  i l l  l ) r ' f l c r r i f ! , ) l l i ( \ ' r s  J n i l
( l i r f . l ( ) r ' s  1 { )  r f l t r ( r  t h i ) s c  \ , h ( ) r c
trr ' r r ls i r (  !  \ l ) i r i r ) l , r  I1 l rn),  r) l  roLr r fc
f l f f ( ' s1 f ( l  | t  sc r f r )g  i t s  i r I l  ( t l ( ( ' r  ( ) r

( l i [ . ] ( ) ] ,  p c,rs( '  lc1 (n1| l . ] \c.rLr ivc
l ) i r ! . r t ) f  { x  n l c  L r r r , r i  u n t L  \ r ' r t i l l
r iL\r '  ( )rLr NorI  nirr  r)g ( i )nrn) t t (( '

ar) f1lL(1 t t )u Thr l | ,n( l ( ' r )c\ '  i \  n)
n(rnin-ur rh()s--  \ .h(,rn Nc lnr() \r  s()
\  L- .xn Lrse \rrrLf  inPrLt

I  l rxJ LlrL- pf iy i lcgc of etLencl ing
r lrc )r ' ( )nre I l  21 s, :r lpLLrre clecl ic:r
r i ( )n in Seprerr l )er x l  l l re Aif  knre
' \air( lcn\ ' .  ' lhek Nere sevoir l  hu -
, l r rr l  pcirplc r f f i l l :Lkd \ \ , i ih rhc l l  21
.rnd :LlxnLr r \1) hrncireLt i (nrdsrs
rr lro s nncssecl Lhe ceremonl,.
5e\ efxl nrcml)efs ol ouf (h)Lrp.
rrchchng Col -\l Asch \\'lx) \\ xs i)ne
L,f  Lhe sperkels,  \ \ 'ere in r l tenLhnce.
l l  \ ( )Lr xfe nexf Lire Acxderny. v(rLl
slroLr ld stop encl see rhis l )exut i t l r l
nrodel 1r js x l /6 s.xlc xnd \veighs
xlnrlu x k)n xn.l is krr:Lte.l in rhe An
(;:rr.lens of thc (lx(]tcr Afe1.

\i)Lr \\ill be recen nrg rnore
informxrion else\\rrefe ]n ihe'(ierignolx (imnectnm' regrr.hrg
the felrnion xnd \\,jll be receiving I
'slgn-Lrp rnxi]nrg so(n.

.  See,you in San l) iego i .

Ed Ri&qs

l l ix  l )  I I .L t )c f .  I  t ( t { ) ;
s /sgr  , - . iJ  5q!rdr11

ITrnt( l  (1 , ) (c l i i  ( ,  i / r )s
l . t  ( . , ) l  7 . i . lD( l  squrdr ! r .  f  i l , ) I

\ \ ' r ) !1c Ssi 'n7.  Lt )9u
ls t  l i  Tr lnd cLLr(L l r rn.  C(r  t i lor
lc l \ ! ( l . l , r rcs s  ls /91: l
Cr t ) l  r r ls t  \ rLLr(  nr  r .  : \ (  iu t i rnr

. l , rc l r l r  l l ( ( , i ] r  is .  r r  l t  ' lS
lgt  l rJr !  squr( i r1 ' r l

l k l f  h . T  l i , ^ i ( ,  - J /  1 1 / ( ) s
r  r n ( 1  5 ( t r r ( 1 n ' r r .  N r \  ! r r 1 i l

l , l , ) r l  I  ( i r  l l ( f .  i ,  l l ) , t ) s
I  r r  ) r l r  s ( t L r i L , l i , , f .  l ' i l , n

' I  Srr  r -  r j , (  S(  r  r (  ( ! r .  | l igh l  1 i ' rs i i r ( \ .L

P r c \ l ,  )  r  \  r i r ( ,  r ,  I  l 1 r ' r S

( lh11,  t ( ( ! rur .  lxLL l l - r  l ,  l l /L) t )
' I  S! t :+ l r t r l  Sq!u. | , !1 ,  l t r i l i , )  ( l l rcr r l . f

\h , l in  \ '  I i r  l r .  :  1- ,  r f '
T  Sgt  ;+1sr  Sr l ! rdn!r .  l t rL .  i ,  i  I  )  r ( r . r I . ) f

f fun l i l in  \ i r l ( ) ls . l r  j .  t !  ( )s

1sL l .L  : rJrd S( tLr . ' ( r1,  I i lo t

\ I . t rsh l r l l  l l1  re. l f .  2 . ,1(r '99
Trtg l  r -  r lsr  S. t rL: t r1( f .  - l i ' i l  I l r fu l

(;.rl.l ()lir cr,.lf -?./l-l /.);
\1/SgL r+rfd S.turdron, llighl Lngineel
C.rpt  Leor l  Srr rhs ( r ts  (KlAl
Lilef lr. Gcor:qe Frfvne c.r pilor.

(j.()rg! lio ler: i999
|l. l12nr S.jLirdmn

Ffrnk SchL$rr t .  l '2199
Sgt 7'l2n(l S(llr2dnrr, TxilTLrcL

Capi. i\larrhall (lhxml)cr's ctu$

\\rnen levrrser'.. r,'I S/9ll'1lsgt 
lllf.t Squr.lro., ntl(llo Ope'at(n'

John E.  HlgguN, lL  25,98
l1'(i)l l.i2nd Squirdron

()uf hc.ins ffc $ith rnd sympathjes
go rc &e k\c.l oncs ol thc 155dr lncnl

1



Vienna Revisited
I w,rs x tail gunner ()n a U 2,1

attached t() the i5th Air CoI?s, st,l
tioned in Cerijlnolx. Itely We q..crc
in the i55th l3omb Group, 7.12ncl
Bonll) Squxclfon.

On Feb. 1 l. 1945, r,e wcrc on
e rnissi()n to bomb xn oil rclinery
ir Viennx. Wc took off xr 10:45 3nd
part wxy up wc rvere joincd by an
Lrniclcntificcl B 2/i (each sqLrxclr(nl
hxd its orvn tail rra|krngs encl
thcirs \\,xs unt:nniliel to Lrs). whilc
still ovel the Adriitic, this ship
pL lecl in behincl us. (lttl coulllrid
pilol r()Lrlcl not lilisc it on thc fadio,
so our radkrrran cxnre brcl( to ulv
tullel xn.l ticd to talse him with x
slgn:Ll  l ight.

A.qxln. no fesP()nsc.
wc wcrc xdvisc(l to Iire x c()rF

plc of lrr.fsts :tcross his nose, ancl
\\,hen dlit wils d(nre, thcil rLLclio
xncl signxl ligh$ cxn,c to life.
I hfo|tr.rnalcly, lhey gxvc rlre wrong
crll lcxter. (Cxll lcttcrs werc usccl
lol idenrifkation lrncl werc changecl
cvery h()ur. ) Thc crll werlt out Iin.
Ilglrter es(oft itncl we wcrc so(r]
joined lry l\.,,o ll38s Thcy sllr dglrt
()n his l i i l  dnd t{) lc l  hinr i l  he f iccl
to l (rv( thc l i ) |  nt ioo. ] re wolr ld

Wc linished o r nissi(nt !Ln(l
ihc P-3lls csc(n1ed lirl !o ()Ur l)!tsc.
Llpon lxncling N clcw of Cclrnrlrs
!{ot out of thc shD wjlh rhcir h.rncls
up.

Appxrenily thc Ger-m:tns srl-
vrF{cd pr(s fiom orher ll-2.is lltcy
h.rd slroL ckrq,n ancl g()r onc llving.
Thclf plrrposc wes r(J raclio rhcir
anti-llircrilft gullners our eltitucle.
nir spcc.l end wind clirecri(x lo
mirkc thenr a liitle ntore ecflnitc.
We s/crc LUC(Y

ht)nt the Lang LILtruJ Nc . Yirk

.\t tl| Sg!.l?abeft A. lrdnla
Dix Hills

e e
The Father's 

V
Bob Richads, the tbrnrer pole

veult champion, shxrcs e mo\-in!l
story eb.rut r skinny yolrng boy
rho lovecl football \\,irh .rll his

2

hc t. Practice xftcl pIacrice, he
eagerly gar'_c everydting hc hecl.
But being half the size of rhc orher
b()ys, he got abs()lutely noll'hcre.
At xll the gimes, rhis hopcfirl erh
lele sat on the bench ancl harclly
ever playccl. This teenagcr lived
ak)ne $ith his flthcr, eod the t\\,()
ot thcm ha.l n very speciri rel:rtion-
ship. Evcn though thc so1l was
xls-ays on the bench, his frther
q,as alwl,vs in titc stxn.ls checdnla.
IIe never misscd a ganre. This
y()Lnrg rnin \\,xs stili thc snl.rllesr of
the cless \4ren he cntcled high
schooi, but lris txthcr colrlinue.l t()
encoufilgc him but also nlx(ie il
very .lcar thxt he clid nol lu\'e t()
plxy krotl)all if hc dicln t lvxnt 1()
But rhe younq m:ur k;r'ecl footbell
iod rleci.lecl io hing in rhere. IIc
\.(rs detennincd lo rry his best ilt
( -vcly prxct icc, i l ld perhxps hc'd
gct t(] plxy n4rcn he l)ec:tne x
sc|r ior ' .  Al l  th|oLLgh l t igh school hc
ncvcr nl issc( l  n ptxcl i (e Jlol  x
gxnre, bllt rcl]txinc(l il l)c1lch
wiLl . l r rcr i l l  f ( )Lrr  yci l f .  I l is f i t i t l l fLr l
trLthcf lvds al\\.rLy in thc sunds,
nlwiys with wof(ls ()l cnc()L[u!{c-
nlo1t lif hinr. \flhcn llte vouna
rD:rn $,ent to (ollcge, he dc(iclcd to
!r'y ()ul fbf thc lix)tl)all rellrn ns 1l
'wnlk{nr '  Evcry()ne \1: ts t iufc hc
coulcl  nevef r l . rkc l l re (ut.  but hc
did. ' lhe (oich xdmitkd thi t  hc
kept him on lhe rostt-r l>ccnuse lte
xi$' iys puts his hcrrt . rnd s()Lr l  inn)
evcr'y pmcrlce, rncL rt Llre srnle
tinrc. proviclecl thc oth('r nrembe$
$'ith thc spifit rn(l husdL' they
bxclly ncc.led. 'fhc ncws thxt he
hud sLuvivecl fhe cut llrrilled hinr s.r
ln[ch llrxt hc rushecl !() the ncrrcst
p1x;ne rrrcl crlle.l his fidrcl Ilis
fxther slurcd his ercircDcnt ancl
wxs senr sc,lson ticrl(ets fbr l1l1 rhe
college gemes. 'l'his pcrsistcnt
y()ung atnlcte never nxsscat pftc
tkre clulinli hls four ycrrs et c()l-
lege, but he nevcf llor r() plxy in
thc fienre.

It was tltc cncl ()f his scnior
frxrtbell scason. xnd its hc tlotre.l
ont() tbc prectice field shor y
betbrc the big plal' oft ltarne. dre
coxch mel hinr with a relegrxm.
Thc young man rcad dre releg.xJn
and he becanlc deathly silent.
Srvalltxving harcl, he mumbled to
the coach, ',\,ly tathcr died this
rnoning, is 1l all ri:lht if I niss

practice t()Llxy7 Thc coach put his
arrn genth around his shoulclcr
:rnd sxid Take dre rest of the
'leck of1. son. And don't even plen
to conrc Llack t() dre game on
Srnudr\. Sdlurday irrile.I, xnci thc
gsnle wrs n()t goinli well. In thc
third {llrxrter'. \'hco dle rean wrs
len points bchind, a silent young
runn qLrietly slippeLl inro tllc empty
l(x l{--r foom and pllt oo his f(xn-
bell gcir. As he r?n o0t() rhe sidc
lines, lhe c{rilch rncl his playcts
*ere asrounclt-d to sec- rhcir faithtirl
te:lnnrxtc lritck s() soon. Coxch,
please lct  nrc pl ly Ive jusl  g() i  t ( )
plxy todav. '  srtd the young lun.'l'he coach prelend!-d Jtor t() lrc'xr
hirn. There was no $ iry l)c r\,rntelJ
his w(r'st pl.rycr in dris closc phy
off gxmc. I3ut thc lolrnlr nrin pef
sisteci ,  rnd f inr l ly ieel ing sol- l , \ ,  f i r l
LLc kic l ,  thc coich gxve in. 'Al l
r ig lr t , '  hc: sr ic l ,  ' \ i rLr .xn go in '

l ief ine long. the c() : | .h.  thcr phvefs
i tr ,c l  c lc:rycnre in t l )c st :rncls aoulcl
DoL l)el ieve rheif  cyc:s.  ' lh is l i t l le
unl ino$rn. who ha(l  nevcr pldyed
l)Lifine \i!rLs doiul{ L.veffrhiDg riglL'lhc 

opl)osirlg telrnr .:oulcl n()t sft)p
hin1. I Ic raur,  he ptsscd, blockcd
trnd licliled lilie x slrr flis tcnu
bcgnD L() tffunrph. Thc sc()fe n'its
so()lr Licd. ln lhc clc'sir)g sec(rr(ls ol
the gxrlre, lhis liicl lnteKrcptcd i
p:Lss irr(l nn r1l tlre wlty fbr- rhe
rvinning touchcl(^vn. Thc l l rns
br) l ic loosc. l l is teirnlr l t tcs lx) iste( l
hinr ()n()  thcir  s lx)uldefs Surlr
chec| ing vou ne\er her! fc l l  | inxl ly
xficf rhc srenls harl cmpried an<l
thc tL' i hxll showr.rc'cl encl lclt rhc-
l()ckef roonr. thL' c()xch notice.l rh;Lt
rhe Joung rllin $xs sittinla quierli'
in the coml..r xll xl()ne The c()xdr
cxrre t.:r him and sxid, 'Iticl, I crn t
beliL'r'c ir You lvere f.nraslicl 'lcll

nlc wl I g()t into vou? Ilow.lkt
you d() jL?'He looke. l  er rhe coach.
wiLh tea$ in his eves, and selcl ,
r\ ell, )rou kie\Y my dacl die.l, bur
dicl you know drxt rny clacl w.as
blirrcl?' The voung ltan swnlkrtccl
]url :rnd forced ir silile, Dad
carne to all mv ganres. bur todry
\\'as the fil.st iimc he c(nrld sce rne
plal-. :Lnd I \vanleLL to show him I
coulcl do ill'



San Diego Bound! September 22-26, 1999
Plan on heading to San Diego, Ca ifornia.

September 22-26, 1999 to attend the 455th Bomb
Group reunion. You'l l hunker in at the Town & Countty
Hote and then the fun wil begin. (lf you haven't
received vour reunion packet call or write Gus Wendt
at: 4934 Bannocks, Sierra Vista, Arizona, 85650 or
520-378-943'l.) Your corlrm ttee has gone ali out to
provide a trip and reunion that vou'l l remember in
.lays to come. The hospitality room doors are always
open to grve you a meeting place for attltude adlust-
ment, meei old frlends, galher your crew together,
-eet new 455rh me-bers lell wa. slo.ies (they gei
betler every yeat or jusl relax.

Two optional tour days have been scheduled. On
Thufsday, Septernber 23, you can begin a guided bus
lour ln La Jolla, the 38th wealthiest communitv in the
countrvi drive up lt4ount Soledad. the tallest mountain
in the city. You ll contlnue the drive over Mission Bay
on your way to Sunset Cliffs. As you drive a ong
Harbor Drive you ll see the Star of India, the o dest
sail ing ship in the world. Lunch at Seaport Vil lage -
enloy the 75 shops and 13 restaurants for lunch and
shopping on your own. Reboard for Balboa Park to
tour the Aerospace Museum. Bes des a dazz ing dis,

p ay of v ntage a rcraft you l l visit the Internationa
Hall of Fame, the only one in the world that honors, in
portraiture and nafiative, those men and women who
have made a substantive contribut on to the advance
of aero space sciences. Then it 's back to the hotel in
lime for a lest ve luau.

Fr days a "ee ddy bJr the'e s pler [y lo see a.d
do in San Diego, at your own pace. lt s also crew
nighl. lf your a single crew rnember any of the other
c'ews w ll be qlad lo sigr you Lp for lhe eveling.

On Saturday another exciting optional tour is
planned. Enjoy a narrated harbor cruise of San Diego
Bay. See the Naval Base, San Diego Harbor. Navy
Piers and slip under the Coronado Bay Bridge. You'l l
get a close up view of the Star of Ind a, the oldest
iron-hulled vessel afloat. After the cruise you ll board
your bus for O d Town, which has flourished since its
purchase by the State of Cali lornia ln 1969. Th s
historic area was the site of the first Eutopean settle-
menl n California. In addit on to historic buildlngs, the
park also conlatns specialty shops and restaurants,
with Mexican cuisine the favorite. Then its back on
lhe bus rn time for the 'banquet".

Good...Better...Best!
l. lerrrdrl)er l lre () l( l  si l \ ' in! j  t(x)cl,
l)ctkr, l)cst. \cVrf ld i t  fcst,
unl i l  lhc grx)d is bctter rrrrt l  t l tc
l)cl lcf l)cst! 'Wc (i trr r 'el l l te dris la)
clLrcs l(x)l  \ \re st i l l  hl lve xrrcxfs
()tr l  there lo he\t us Jt r 'cnrincl
ecl (lus \\'enalt lus eclclccl I ncw
tcutlrrc in lhe Cer-ignole ecldr'css
ing sls1c1] 'lliis lils bcen aclclccl
t() lhc l lLl)el. lhere is e nunrbcr-
in rhe rLl)per dght hand co|nel
ol t lrr l :Llrcl.  This nrlnber indi-
clrt ts thc lxst ]rear thet rer()fds
slx)\\ ' Ih:rI you pi i( l  your ducs
rnd is !r ' r feminclef. '  I f  y()ur
|rcorcls clit-fer', ple'ise xclvisc
CLrs. rn(i in(l icate the LIrtc ancl
thc cheak nLrniber thxt you paicl
vorlr (lues. 1999 ducs were ciLre
Nov. 1. 199,9. l f  there is rn ( ')  in
dre upper right hand cor-ner,
\:()Ll rLr'c on the bool<s ils e lifc
mcnrber. I f  there is I numbcr
si!{n (=) xr t lre upperl. iglt t  h td
corner, )oLr tre celTical oll the
books as an xssociate life netir-
l)er. Ass()cietc Iife mernbers do
n()L pay anllu]l dues.

e...^ Aboard A-aQt-1 Liberator- ' (Spirits Ridc Hish
with T he Pla|e)

l lr lvc y{)Lr cvcr- l)L'cn lrb() l t f( l  i l
Liberltftrr
As sl ie cl irubs into t l te sk)'D,
Lolciccl rvith bornbs rnd
brisrlil1g wilh lllrnsl
tler clerv flying to rclo of (lier-1

II.\'e yoLr ever tclt the lifr oI rhc
s l l r p ,
()r the nrajestic su|gc of pon'er.
As $41eels lerve thc c,rrth altd
shc's sk\\vxrd l)ound'lb .Leal cleath ()n thc f!1teft
1ror1f/

Ilave yolr e!,cr sxt tl1ll on a 2ri
As shc clinrbs lnto the t)lLlc,
Watching ancl $aiting encl n'on
ciering,
Along $'ith die r-est of the cre$?

I la\re yoLl e\,er w:rtchcd this
greit bonber
Ilving in f(rnatioll tightl
\\tmdcr about the drolrghts of
her crew
Alcl man'cl xt !1ll her tDiglrt?

l l  e l l  l l r t s r ' l l r i ngs  \ ' oU  \ c l  l . c l i .' l r r l i c  i t  l f ( ) rD  o r t c  w l to  l i no r , vs' l l r csc  x f ( ]  n r )  t l r ( ) r r ! l ) l s  c ln l t i ng
l) ircl i .

I t 's Lhinl i lng I xnr ()1-it  honlc- l ir
1l \r'xy.
As f l lLk blossrnrs ul l  :Lrorrncl:
I  scc th: l t  hal lo\re(l pxlch of
cxl-th
An.l i t  s thcre lr iy lrr. trt 's x
gr()uncl.

,l,Sll/ \t'1i lrr., T. RobitTst))1
712 B(.'t11b .tq

Keep Those
Letters and
Stories
coning!
NCep your \\,11f st()r-rcsj
photog[rp]rs encl aclventuLes
$'ith the.155th cooring. It's \\,11:rr
lnakes the Ccdgnola Connecti(nl
inlerestinll. All originel miLle rial
u'ill be returnecl afiel pr.inting.
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The'Mickev'of the
455tltr
By Roderick V, Clark€,
Colonel USAI (Ret.)

'Nlickc1r' wis dre ctrle name fb|
thc II2X boolbing rx.lxr sysrem tllllt
\\'is intocluacd int() thc Eulopcal[
rhcrtcr eirl,v in l9.fi. fts introc[rc
ti()n pr()\'i.ie(l xn cnornloLrs
in.rexsc rD srr.rtclaic hnr)l)inJl (:xpir-
biliry by rllo$,ing urqets to bc
iLcqujrcd io.l itr.rcke.l $Jren thcy
\\'_clc obscurcal lrollr visu:rl obscrva
i ion by clouds or sm()ke. Thc 'X in
thc dcsignition inclirxk{l thut thc
radxr ()perxie. l  in thc X brLnd, t l )e
lreclLrency f.Lngc \hich pr()vi.le.l
J c \1'nelcngrh cxl)ul)illLy xn.l
LhLrs r  much bct lc r  rrs() lut i .nr thxn
l l re exr l i r r  lo-clr  I l2S svsterrr  (c(xlc
nrf ie --  'Sr inl iy i  lacL i t?).  Inr nor
sLrfe whxt lhc ' l  l . l '  prf t  () f  l l rc nirnrc
stcld ldf. lly un(klstrnding is thit
the ini t i : r l  de\relopnrcnt w()rk in t l lL-
leclrn(to{y wrrs donc hy the f}  ls
1lncl  t l )xr wis thci f  ( lcsignnt i(rr i  rhc
I ISAAF dcsieni{ i (n wxs A\/Al,S- 15.

i .s i r  consc(luen(rc ()1 ' thc codc
rvorcl rulrc, the c,err nl(llll)(rs
who ol)clrLcci  !his cqLriporLnt \ \ , (  rr
kr'row11 irs the Mi(licys. 'lhcy \\cfe
Irt!'d fi clirf rxvigirtor-l)ol)r1)rf(lic-fs
( l \ ,1()S l0:J8).nd l l . td (Jr iginxl ly
been rrtc(L rrs rcdxl nxvig:rtrnri
(l\1OS l0J.i) ,\lter r Ie\\'\\'celis ol'
t rx ining in thc Lrse () f  lhe eqlr ip
nrent rr i.lLnglcy |ie1d they \\'er
clisprtchcd to r conllal thei|ler in c
riclir cqlrippeLl B-21 3s a rt.rrrl)er
(x x fel)racelncnt ctew.

'l'he pu!)osc oi dlis xrticle is lo
fecxl l  hos-thc i55th B()nl l )  (noup
becxnrc rxd3r cquippe.l xnd rhe
nxnres of somc oI the people $lto
$-erc involvccl. Whxt follo$,'s is
bxscd prilnarily ()n my rccollecdolls
of 5/+ yexrs rgo exccpt iirr some
reference to my spccial order file,
lorln 5s end l\CO |orm 66 in
regard to lhc tl:'tails of wher wes
happoring in dxrse heacly days of

The B-24 Mtckey Ships
Mlckey ships B 2.1s equippcd

$ilh HzX cquiprnent-h:rd thc l)el]
turret replacecl by a rxdome c()n
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t;lining the n.ler ertenni ifid
receiver lr':lnsrnittcr componellls.
]lis .issembly $.,rs N,inchecl clo$,n
efter nifcrft ixkc oll end \\'inched
Lrp before lxnding The ratlar con-
trol consolc $is l()ceted (]ll the
stx roarcL sidc of the flighr .leck
just bchilrd thc ropllots scilt $'ith
thc opclat.r. facinq xfi. Tn non
r:rcLer B 2,'lr. lhiii s'rs ihc r:rclio
operxt()r's positioni i1r nickev
shiPs, thc frdio operxt(n's Posit ion
$lrs locatecl  jLrsr f (nwxr(t  of  thc
nirisr c^,el lhe bo b bxlr. Thc nivi
g.rtofs p()siti()n \vxs on thc po(
sldc ol rhc fliglrt .lecli f;lthcf tlun
in thc nosc \\4rl(t hild thc 3(h'rn
tege ()f l)xvifg ilcccss kr .1 B 3 dift,
meter Thc clo\\'d,rde \\'rs nluch
pixner vis iLr i l i ty i i f  p i l i ) rxge f l r ics

I t  is nry unde$t irn. l in:a rhxt thc
: l55th ( .rn( l  olher B()ml) (nrnrps of
thc l5th Air  |orce) hrcl  no nr ic l i f l ,
:rir.f"rfi whcn they dcployccl uncl
bcgirn I lv in!  (r)rr l t i l t  l l l issions i  nl
lu() l  sLrfe whcn t11( l i rs l  () f  t l le lxtrcf
arr ivecl  in rhc t l tc. l lcr  l )Lt l .  l ) rsed on
\\ ihrt  J l ( : ; r f r1(( l  witen lg() l  rhrf(  in
i \ j r1 1ta+, iL hacl | ' r ' t  l tcn nrrrch cirr ' -
l i ( f  thrn lnte lv lar.h.  Al l  o1 rh(
nlickcy rif( fi rLn(l ol)cr-u(()r-s
lrssignc(l ro lhc j0:1th llolrh \Ving
lvcre phvsj(rLI) '  lomrc. l  with Lirc
739t lr  [ ] (nnl)  Squ.rclr()n,  i5 i th t ionr l)
( ; r)up Thc ht ler shxftd thc Srtn
Ciov.ni r\]f field $,ith thc :i55th.
ivy fccollcctl()n is thxr in Mxy rhcrc
wcrc onl! rb()Lrt ten miclicy iir'cr'ill
xf(l oPcfil()fs t() slrppo{ tlle cl)tllL-
301th Winlt. \t/ith so ti,s, N\'.ri1.rblL..
ollly r\\o ()f thenl wcrc rliocxre.l r()
r g|oLrp fbr' ;r rDissl()n th:Ll requifcd
rxclxr bcxnbing sLrpport. Thesc
$crc flown by Lhe leacl:!nd clcprLty
lcxd crc\'s ()f exch llroup fbr thrt
nrission. Tlis nennr th3t thc rllicky
n.rviftxtors ()nlr flc\r' on thc touglr
missi(rns - the cloublc cr.dit ()nes.
When supportinfi the .i56Lh nncl
.i59rh liroups. lhe xl(rafi and opcr
aior wcre s()rnetinres flo\\,tt fiolt
Srn Ciovrni t() the othcr b6es on
thc evedng befdrc dle nissi.xr.

L(x)king bxck on the sitlrxtl()n, i
supp()se rhet thc reeson f()r having
xll dre mickcy aircruft nnd oper.l
iors in one place n_es to makc
melinrlrm use of scrrce raclar lnxin-
tenxnce capibilitles. Ihe radar

eqLr4rnrenL hxd rellrbility probienrs
xs dill mr)st elcco'onic lterr in Lhe
xgc ot \'1i\ruJn flrbcsi in xlLlition.
thefe $-erL' scculit! aonsi.lerxtions,
Thc clo\\'n sklc ol rlris xrirngcmcot
$'1s thilt rhc rellabiliLr of thc micky
i i rc l i f t  sul ierel .  I )erhrps this wrs
l:tcruse dre rlr( frfi xncl cngine
rl]ilrnten:rnce resour(cs Drraie rvxil-
al) ie to the 7Jc)th RS \ \uen' l  of  xs
high x (|rirlity is those used to
l]li]intirin tlle xifcrxft Jr(nrnrlh ilown
by lhe lerd .fe\\'s ?\nothcr dr\\-
)rck wxs thxt rhc nr ic l ier operators

dnin L hr\'e .l:ry-io du\. (()nlxct \.ith
thc Ler. l  cres's lhc\ '  l lcs siLh rs
t l rey rvoulcl  hevc hcl  i l  ther wer-c
in the siul lc sqLr: lLlr()ns. As i r  rcsUlt .
thcrc \\irs x 1.rck of clrn intcgru
r iol l  rDCl cspi l i t  ihxt l  so (sscnl ix l
lo high l )ef f(r 'Jnirn.c in c()rDl) l tL

Mickeys Join the Squadrons
All  Llr is chxnge(1 ro . l r l !  19 t1

whcn thc nr jckcy xi |crxf i  xn( l  opcl '
x( .)rs ph\ 's icLLl ly rrrovccl  f |oor thc
f i t9th l ls rrcr r()  rhe xrci ls ol  t l )c
s( lLr ldr(nrs $,e Ncrc t , ,  l l t  \ \  iL lr .  I
s!pl)(rsc l l r rL sul ' f i ( icr l l  rxdxf lnr in
lc l ] i |n(c rcsolr lccs wctc l1()w () t)
hirnd t()  r l l rk( this pf:r  i (nl) lc.  ( : ) f

Pcrhxl)s thc l.i.l pil()Ls l.tot rife(L ol'
h lLvlnr Lrnf( l i r l ) le l i rcfr i i .  In lnv
cvcnt. lhosc inv(rvecl ilr thc lrlr)vc
tu) lhe 155th besi(l(' nrysL.ll $,efe lsl
Lt .  Cxf l ()s rV. B|Lfr l r .  ls l  Lt .  ( le(nge
A.P. H()jer. 2nct T.t Joscph R
\kflin. 2ncl I.t. l,r\\'f(!rcc A. flnlni
rnl l  t i /O Zel l ig (1. Slupsis.  1d()nl
renrernl)ef rhe i i | l tcr  r \ ro genl lerren
blr t  I  wirs wcl l  rcquxinLed vi th thc
liNt lhrae ls lhel' $.era rtlt tatr,
l l r r tes pftn ()  movlng.

Arcording to a55th BG Specjxl
()rders. Bxrxlt s'as .ssillnL'l r() the
f i lst  BS, H(r jcr lo Croup HQ. xncl
Shxpsis and T to rhc 7:i2n.l BSi
therc s no rrcntion ()f X,lxr'lin or
Bruni. Ik)\vever I ()nly havc copies
.rl thc Speciel ()fders tllet ipplie.l
t() e I\' x proccss oI elirninxtior,
one or'lxrth of the0r lrusr he\.c
been xssillnccl to the 710fi RS
bcc.rusc, clespite whet ihxr SO pro
\.idcs. I \\"os the {)nlv mickcy
assigned to rhe 743rd ir thet time.
ltrflherrnore, I he\-c e str()ng rccol
lecrion of heving hxd frequent con
versarions \,"ith Joe X,lartin elter lhe

(Coni nued on Page 5)



(Coniinued hom Page 4)
(x.e s() he ciicln t movc to tnothcr

groL'p.
.{fter mid-luly 19.i4, ail rn\ nis

sn)ns \\'ere flor.n with thc lead
cfe$s of the 7.13rd incl Capt. l-onr
\lir.hell. thc 7.13rcl S 2, Ll. Sr)l
Fclzcl- ;.+3rcl S{luid()n nxviitxt{)r
rnd Lr. Ceorge Defenbxugh, 743rd
SqLnclron Ilcmbrrdier i'cre my tenr
nllles. DespiLe the txcts. lt vlisn t
Lrnt i l  lJ Septenrbc. th:r t .155th BC
got irouncl to actuell1, assigning me
r,r thc 7.i3rcl. Tllal orLler liste.l me
:rs :r 2 Lt. ihhough I h:r.l l)een
Ncirf ing si lvcr l r :  s s jnce lJ
S(ptcDbc1. So nlLrch f(). Sfeci:rl
Orciers irs r tlerslrre tra)vc of histor
irx l  fxct.

' I  l re :r((rrrprnying photo
sh(^1s sonrr of  thc 1551h nickeys
\, i r i le they nc|c st i l l  wnh the 739rlr
IJS - (LJt)Cuf los Lhrir l t ,  Cs)rqe
Hojef,  rr ,vs( l f  rJ ld ChLrd
ChrL(l).nslii. Thc htlcr gentlcnlrr)
\ \ rs slr() t  d(^\n b(. f i ) f ( , thc f( .s l  ol
rLs i () ineLl l l re . i i5r l r .

Af lef  lcLl \ ' jng rhc +55rh t()
fc lL[n i ()  rhc Str(s,  ]  hi td tr()  l i r f
l l rcr c()rr l i rc l  \ \ ' i lh Cnf los ()r  ( ;c.r ,qc
l lowcvcf,  ( \v()  \cufs lx lcf  whi lc
r l l rncl ins PLrI t l !LC- t  r l ivcrsi ty,  I

fenewc(l mI acquainlance \\,illl
Chud s'ho hacl su 'ived his PO\\i
cLperiences and was nos- e ftllo$'

Radar Bombing Pa},-s Off
'l here \\'as revcr an)' cloubt on

the pxrt ot the lcrcl clc\\,s es k) tlre
vaiue of rhe raclar Mr bing cepr-
bi l l ty so t i r r  as I  could . letecL lhis
wxs pirticulally true xfter B(' stxft
e.l elDlto) ing the txctic of synchro
nlzing the rxdirr siglllini{ xngles
n']th thc Norclor oplicrl lx)ml)sight
settings to csrablish a lrtter calcl-
lxtkn of gfouocl speecl :rncl last-
minure rePositioning ()f Lhe N(n.len
cJoss hlr i ls hclble lxrrrrb releirsc.
743r.1 BS Co l\,lxi(n Thxycr ercl
l -xc. Mrl(n l )xvi( l  l lc l lctnclc xnd
the ()ther 74jrd lcacl crc rv |reurl>ers
provicleci  al l  thc cncorr|1t lacorenL
rnd sLrpp{r1 rhet I  suy could stxn. l

H()\ \ 'e\  ef ,  I  fcct l l  th l t  tLe
rLrnn)r mi l ls \ \ 'c |c () l )crxLing:Lt fUl l
l i l t  i r l ( r lg s()rnc () l  ihc () thcr crc!vs
irn( l  (r lc c()rLlc ln I  escr l)c hcrr i rrg
lx^v l l re tu( l r f  l ) (rms uLuitcLc.( l  i l : t l i
( r '  c i rLLsecJ (r(  *  nrcnr l)c$ crp()seci
l ()  l l )dn t()  h(c()rnc stcf i lc

l )cspit(  th( runr(r 's.  t  r(hf
rrssis(xl horlll)ing wxs tllc \\,tv(, ()1'

the filtulc. From lhcn on, dll n()t
jrrst somc heavy bomlrrs were
raclar equippef 8 29. B-17.13 52,
crc. \Vhen I was recxllecl to ilctivc
cluty in 1950 xfter dre outlrrcek ol
the K()reen policc action, I ilcN
r,lth fie 90th BS. JrcL Bcxnb wing
tr()nr ]r.aleni in Jepin xn.l even
somc of orn A/B 26 lflvx.lers R'erc
cquippcd vith the APS 15 f:rcliu
l,Iost.ri ()Lrr operxti(ms o-cl Iiolea
were xrmeLl rccon [issi()lts xt night
xncl oficn in b.d \\,eatheri the rxclaf
nevigitionrl e\perience th.rt I hacl
acquilccl i| rrl)' 7l]fd .lxys peicl o11
hxndsolDcl! agrinl

S - S - S

Chaplains
Corner
It i  not whxt x
l)els(l l  ts oi l)es,
i t  i s  t hc  ( l oc l l v
things fhcv Lcl lv( '
l)chin(l lhul lrre ctemal.
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Frank Lashinsky's War
74o Sqd 455 BG

fri.hv mxfked .l day of recog-
nition li)r Pdsorers of \Var rncl
{h()se nlissing in action. SIJBASE
helcl :r $1cath laying ceremony it
rhe Pow/MIA rree ar Fofr
Criswold. 'lhis. xnd other (t)ser-
vences, lx)l.ls x mcedng for rny-
one wlx) has x fiicnd or relxtive
who \,as, (n- is, a PO\f {)r MIA

Brn, perhaps. thc ones who feel
lhe impirct most ere the pcoplc
who h:rvc cxperienced filsthrlci
r-hat it nlcdns t() be missing in
lctjon :rnd x plisonef ol wrr

Oncr sucll indh'ichral, Irank
Lxshinsky, now rcsjclcs in Old
l,ynlc'. Lnshinsky spcDt l)ut 0 slxnt
rinle in thc- Afrny Air C(nI$ dLning
Wor'lcl \traf II. In lhAt h cl-pcriod,
hc n'as lrissing in iL(rtion twice,
DLlfing onci of these occuuences,
hc w:rs even capnrr'ccl ancl helcl
pr'is(rler by thc Ccrllritn ar'rry, leav-
ing hirr with lrlcl]l(r'ies thxr will
not l i l (ely frcLc

Lnshinsky llrew Lrp in
Pcnnsylvinia reelirrg tiom rhc
Clclrl Dcpression. l)cspite ! p(xn'
linancixl upbringin!{. he knew
\\ 'hefe his clesl iny hy.. .he knew he
\\,antecl k) tly. His opponunity
c.rme when he enlistcd ]n rhe ll.S.
Anry Air (l(r'ps in 194J.

At this point in Lhe war, rhc
corps wrs lighrlng its bxtles in
Cernan skjes. Bec.luse ()f the push
in the rval eflirrr, besic tr:lining n'as
x hudecl crxnr coulse At the
courses completion. Lrshnrsky wxs
an xir crew rail gunner, ancl his flrst
combat mission cefle in I9.1.i.

Thc CL'rlllxn fofce \\,'es on its
lcst legs. having bccn clriven frorr
nlosl ()f the iedtory ir hxcl con-
qlrere.l rn yeilfs Pr1or.

Despite lts repi.l .lecline. thc
(;errnxn ,rrmy continLled to dcvel(4)
xn.l produce m.ne advxnccd lighl
ing phnes; an.l their debbles ln the
ficlds of jet :rnd rocket pfr)pulsion
fixde the Ccrman rir forre a tlrreat
to constandy be reckooed wlrh.
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The ccrman fighters were sti11
so lethal to Allie.l fighting forccs
thar in the fiNt couplc months of
tlis combar duty, I-ashinsky's B 24J
Libcmtor was shot down on a
bon$ing nrission lceving the crcw
lbrced t() bnil our. Accorcling r()
Lashinsky. thosc who bail ()ut of an
xircraft xnd usc a palachute enter
Lhe (latefpillar ClLrb (plr:rchutcs
werc micle of silk at dris timc, ancl
ccfiein ftteryillars are known k)
pr()dLrce the materixl).

l-trr:kily, he lended in thc
friendly Yugoslevian re irory
B()snix-Hcfzcliovinx. He i,.irs pro
n()Lrncc(l lnissilrg in :rdion tbr
wceks, but eventuxl ly was rbl .  to
rcturn t) his bitsc. Liftlc .lid
Lrshinsky linow, hc- rvoulcl srxrn
l)ec()nle r mcnlber ol Lhe
Cxterpi l l : r r  Chrb i r  sec(r ld t in ie,  lcsi
than r year- attcr his fifst blll orrt.

t lnk)(unatcly,  his seconcl junrp
wr>ulc1n t  land hinr in such a t i icnd-
ly pl1lce.

On i \4nr($ 12, 19, i : ,  Stal l  Sgr.
Ltxnk Lrtshinsky ancl the |est of thc
crew of thc ncw B-241. Innnl)el
wefc irllor1g a2 phne$ tx$licd with
dcslfoying the l"lo|isclorl oil lclln-
cry i11 Viennx, Altst l i r .  Tl iS w s t()
l)c LrshiDsly's 25th nissioD.

Lrshi!$ky saicl  bLcruse ()1 his
crew s exPcllcnce) urey wefe
selectcd 1o lcacl lhe missbn. To .icl
in thjs rcspor$il)ility, his Libcnlor
wlLs outlitlccl with a nes' racldr to
help wirh nevilaati(nr xnd bombin!{
xc(LniLcy, in the event of obscurccl
visilrility

FIe als() recounts the plepera
ri(n the thc cr'ew received, (Thc
brieting prior lo the nrission)
instrrrctcd us to lancl at thc eirlicld
xt Pecs, Ilungary'-v!'hich hacl bccn
(epturcd by the Soviets it' wc could
not rcturn L() our basc.' And with
that, the bombers \\,ere ()fl

i-xshinsky sai.l lakeotT vwas tcxt
book incl the flight lo Vienne wxs
routinc. The ()n\- obstl]clc the
bombers faced lvas cloud cover:Lge
beneafi them, but the nissi()n pr()-
ceeclecl becarNc dle tudar wxs sup-
p()secl t() ple\.cint siLlrxti()ns iil(e this
ft(nn being a pft)blern.

.\s uslrxl cllrdng thcsc types of
missions. flxk began t() appear.

This didn t seen t().) theatening
beceuse fel,' shells burst xt their
xltitlr.le. The planes then droppcd
their boinbs on tlle krget end
began to enit rhe flxk.

Accorclinla rr) Lxshinsl(y. as thc
plilnc nrned anruntl. thc crerv
noticcd the nlrmber fbur engine
wes clrnlxged by :r piece of fiak.
The engine n'as shut do\\'n lo prc
venL tu(hef dilnege t() thc cm1i,
and LxshirNky s pilot. Clpt. ltich.rrd
voo Srhriltz, turnccl corlrmand ol
the fornrxtkn o\rcr l{) ltn()thef crcw
He then .llopp(-(l thc Innrbcf liotr

' I l re 
Plxne wrls l ()r ' ing .r l t f tu(Lc

:rncl ,  pef the bl ic l in! ,  ron Schri lLZ
clcciclc.l to he:r(l fin rhc lirfi--lcl in
Pccs, I lungrry T() nrr i l l tx in xl t j -
ftrcle, he ()fclefc(l thc ic(is()n of
ccluiprDenl. l-hc jctris()ll \.rs suc-
cesslirl becxlrsc ihc b(nlrl)el
stoppe(i  fx l l ing. I lowcver,  (nc o1
l l )e pieces thLown l i lnn lhe plLrne
snlrshccl  lhc r 'acler ' r lonrc i rncl  c l l rnr-
i rgccl  i t .  L shinsl<y slatccl ,  'Wit l rout

ficliu, (r' vis iLl rclcrcnces (l)ecilusc
ol thc cl()Lrd <rovctrge),  otr 'corLrse
rvns set by coutp:lss. ()|lr lifound
specd iDd uue hexdjng wns

Whcn voD Sch hz hclicved the
pl l lnc wrs close lo thc i r i r  st l ip,
thcy l)cgrn rc desccncl. Vjsuxl coo-
tact with the ground was cstib-
lishecl when thc plane re,rchccl
,i,000 fuet, but rhc ri| stl.ip s'is
n()wlrere i ()  bc fburd

Lxshrnslq si ic l ,  " \Ve (DlV
leamecl lxrcr ' , . rolrncl  thc lNtc 1980s
or carly 1990s, th.Lr \\,c hxd sllrnt
blecl upon a bunlc. betrveen
Gemrxn fbrces .1nd S()vict,
BuLgarixn fi)rccs \le must havc
aLl.le.l t() rhe conlirsi(n rhxt nor
mally suround arry luttle. Our
xpproxch fionl cl()Lrd covcr fnrm
lx'hind Cernun lincs probebly lecl
the Soviets rc bclic\'e rve ne|c hos
tile. 't he (;emtens. liirewisc. ideoli
fyjng rhc pline rs x Libcre|or, musr
ha\.e also clissified us llostile."

Inti aircrdft file bcgalr t()
smothcr the plxne, :tnd tlnee fight
er planes were alrc.rdy renchin[i
l()rv:rrd them to attack. Aftet assess-
lng their situation nrd thc ortenr of
clemage L() the plene, tle o{ler s'as

(Conlinued on Page 7)



(Conlinued lrom Page 6)
given to bail out

Lxshlnslr,v ancl beil lurrd liun
ner. Stxff Sgt. Aft (ldton, lcft thc
turet :rrex of the plxnc ancl prc
pxred to rnalrc thcir iump. Coltoo
jLnnped tirst, encl thc litch thar held
thc hrtch opcn leleased. His flying
boot $,rs stuck between Lhe l tch
rnd thc liime. Lxshinsky sxicl, ''lhe

rncntrl pictlrre t hxcl x-xs Art hxng
ing out of the plenc, hcld by his
knrt, strch in rhc hatch.. I fxcecl x
di lcmma. I Ic uuy have struck his
hcxd on thc :rircrefl. wls he c(nr-
saious of turconscious?'

Hc thcn €aithcre.l rll the
strcngdl he roLrl.l mustcr, xnd
xttenpted to hold rhc bo.rt with
()ne h.rncl, .rn.i r:risc thc hitch with
his other To Lrshinsky s rclief,
rv lren hc'got thc hatch opcn, l l l  he
hrcl  \ \ 'xs an cmpty b(Dl.  N(^v. i t
wxs his turn to junlp. Sln)f l ly x l ier
hc cl ic l .  thc planc \ \ ' rs r  l )x l l  ( ) f
I larne.

Lxslr insl iv pul lcd his r ipcofcl ,
rn(l tlrc- dlLrtr ()l)enc(l No s()oncr
dld i r  opcn thrrn hc hclrcl  Lhe
sound ol  l )ul lcts l ly ing pnsl l r int .
l l is only chancc t()  av() id l )c ing hh
lvtrs lo spill lir fi(nn his pLLr'Lr.hutc
to rnNl i{  hir l r  11r l l  lasref. ' fhc qui l : l i
dn)p gevc hi l r l  x h.rrd lxfdinla.
rr laking his rnldc swr' l l

L irshinsl iy c lcscibcd whxt he
sa$, xfic'' hc Lrnclc(I. t wxs in I
llelcl of bNdrcd $,ir'c. ]'\\'entv y:rr-tls
irwxy. thdc $v'lls 3 lcnch A brre
hexcl xppciucd ibolc the p:rfxpet.
TJe crookcd his linger ancl lrclt-
oned nle t() c(nne his \\'iy. Thc
hexcl clisappcifed.' Sincc there wxs
no hosrilit!. T.xslinsky didn r drink
the person \\''as an cncmy

Thinl(ing drc nun lo be ()ne ()f
iL lilcncliy fbrcc, hc rin int() dre
tlelrch. thc ncrt sighL wns the ()Lrt
strl:'t.he.l hxn.l ()f rhe inclivicluel
\\4n) \\'el(nned lne sccords errlier.
It \\'as nor an cxrcnclcd hanllslllke.
He helci rr pelr up end sei.l, pis-
tol. I raisccl 111)- eyes and sevr' dre
Nezi cagle xnd swastika errbr.ri
clcrcd 3bove dle lei tunic pockct.'
IIe elso n()tice.l about tcn othcr
Gerrnxn soldiefs in thc tlench. so
he slo.&'ly handecl cx,e| his gun.

The tr(x)ps lecl hlm through fie

s_vstem of trenchcs. IIe said bv Lhis
point of thc rvar, Gernan forces
s,crc .ll but .lefellecl. Ilxny
Ccman iroops kne\./ thelr r]olm-
try's sLLrender \\,xs not tar ofl r\s
the), rvalkecl. ()ne of thc soldicrs
said Lo Lxshinsky in English. 'Ii vou
can slrn'lve lof two mo1ll1lsj yolt
wiLl lt a frec rrrl'r '

At thc cnd of tlle j()umey.
Leshinsky wes escortecl to e smell
kr\\,n Thev entere(l onc of thc hig
ger blrildings. $lich Lishinskv
beliel'e.l was thc conrnxn.l p()sr
f(n-the alcmrxn uoit .  lhe l )Lr i lc l ing
i,xs strewn r\ ith licl.l .lesks.

Lrshinsky w,rs led 1() rn ()[ficer
in thc fir cc-'rner, $'here e strip
serrch Nirs ()rclerecl TTc rclrcltl
beled the th()r-rghts thit riccd
tllr()ugh his rrincl a his ck)thinlt
wxs l)eing serLr.hccl 'Did they
intenl: l  l ( )  t () tuIe nrci . . . (Al l iecl
i inces) i rxd heurcl  rrurrors, Lr ler
r(n1i l |Jne(l  thi l  I l i t lcr  ()rc lered cxp-
lr .uccl  nir l  en exe(rtcd. '

I lc rLicr l ls whrl  thc Ccrnuns
li)Lrnd wllen tlrcy |rrrtrlllLrgecl
t l ) r()ugh his clothcs: I  snrLr l l
( l IL lhol i (r  pr l ry! ' r  bo()k l le lnoughf
on cvcr'y Drissi(n (which thi:l
( lc rrrn (r l i l (cr s lapp€d acfoss his
f :rcc) xn(L r  phot()  l l )  (xr( l  Tlc wls
lrmuzacl thc (lern:Lns 1'Iltve thcscr
l)dck L() l r i rn

A! the srrr lc t i lnc, quesl i l )ning
l)egln. With cvcr 'y quest i()n.
Lxshinsl{v rcspon.lccl with nxme,
unk :rncl sedxl nulDbL'r. E:r.h
resp(mse ful'thcr inlirdrted the
(;ernr4n ofliccr. Vhen lhe officcr
]lecl rceched the cnd of hls
pxtience, he irsked Lishinskv wlrar
his responsc would be when he
k)Lrncl ()Lrt hc s'is to be executecl.
Lashinskl' o1cc ,lgein glve hls
nxme, rxnk, ancl seliel number.
They .cnrrned hjs ckrthes and told
him ro get dressecl.

Vhen he wxs dlessecl, he wxs
le.l t() x buildinli across the sheer
Here, Lashilsky \\,rs relurlted $.itll
five of his cle$ rnembers. In rhis
roorn, d1e sli were lmprisoncd lbr
fbur deys. slrsrxined by fbur rye
cmckers pef c1arv.

'l he larorLp was ttnsp()rtecl to
ihe pdson Duldg 16],  and thcn
moved into a tfxin boxcar, where

they would rernain for drc ncrl six
s-eeks. The stev on thc tralin was
onc of littlc confort. Ar area large
erorl[ih fbr 20 pcop]e \\'as now
occrlpied b,v 33.

The tlein began t() rn()ve the
eflem()on f()llox-ing. Tt h rvelccL
short, slon' distxnccs dlrc to
deshovecl tficks ancl Al]icd iltlcks.
Allie(l a]l fbrccs \\oulcl rard rhe
tlain scvcr'rl lines. |()lk)n'ing nrxnr
ol these r(xcks, senior alcrmirn
soldiefs .xrlrc to thc boxcal in
which thc prisonc$ r'ere heLd, ancl
aitc',nPlcd to crccutL, llre1ll :ls u
knrn ol fchliation. The prison
gux(is r\ rlcl not l]llow the s()l-
c l icrs k) c lo lhis.  l -xshinsky
tlesclihs rwhy thc guafcls prcvenl
ed theif dexths, Thc lrctivc ()f
m()st ()f the cncrlry was to ljve l(n1g
en()ugh, .rnd bc in tbc positi(rl t()
l)e cnpiurcd by Wcstcrn Allies,
preLHbly Arlcf ic ins, not S()viets.  I
think oLrr gur l( ls v iewed Lrs, n 'r() lc
of less, ls sxtc condlr( t  pl lss(s Ibt
lheir  evef l  l r ] : r l  suncncicf . ''Thc 

Dfi$(r'icrs wcrc llnxllv
tr 'xnsl)o| ' lcd (o St lr l : rg VLIA p s(nr
cl|lrrl) iJr lvl()osl)efg, (;crnrany.
Shorl ly r l icf  thev r  jve(I ,  Ccu.
Ccoryc L) ir((nr (nganize( l  i r  t i l r l<
lbfce Lrncl lil)el.:rlecl rhc (rnrp. TIis
wrs the l l rgesl  l ibel l rrbn of Al l icd
prisofefs (iuring thL' rvirr. freeing
sdnc 27.000 Lxshinsky .rl.|ivecl
hoDrL- Mclrlorjrl Dxy (Jf 1945. His
tinrc lls r prisorer of wxr hstecl
lrrn Mxrch 12 ro Apfil 29, 19,i5.

T;tshrrtshy r-eceived dre Prisonef
of \ra1' Mechl xlmost :i5 yexrs lliicr
lre lefi the seryicc. IIc is still rskecl
xbout his rime missing in xcti()n
xnd is e POw' 'People xslr , 'How
lonll wcr'c you a plisoner of wari
\X'hdr I say troln X4xrch 12, 19,15.
to April 29, 1915. thev fenrx.k,
'Yc-ru Ie lucky it \1,asn\ lonll. I s,on
.lef if they would fi-cl the s.tme
s-xy if thcy lr3d been jn nrv shoes
Thc tclcvision end movies luvc
trivialize.l s() much. I srjppose I
sh()Lrl.lnl falilt the onc \-ho posed

Atticlc B.t JO3 Phillip Hd ,
fi-am tbe Dolphnl



B-24BtOf]Ee.l�''I€I10tr�:tlal als ol the'l55th rnade lleneous
oedicarion :'::1i15:'l';:i::',:fiI.:",'*:fi',
By Al Asch

Much of this article wes taken
fiom the line lepori to the
lrecutive Committee ot the Second
Air Divisi(xr Association by Neal
Sorensen rncl the outstanding afti
cle by Rxbh Devis in the
Dccemlrcr, 1998 issue ()f 'Poop

l iom Cloup .167' .
Gc-rd's golclen sunshine bxthcd

the nrore 1l n 500 B-2.1 brown
shoe vetefirns, wives, chilcLen,
granclchilclrcn, encl Acadcrry pcr-
sonnel :ssembled in thc IIonor
Cou,t for thc Scpternber 25. 1998
dedication o1 our br()nze B 2.i
sculptulc The lnsgnificent setting
of thc' firjcstic lrroLrntxins, ()Lrtlininl]
thc awc inspiring Acr.lemy Cxdet
chipcl will forever l)e etcrhecl in the
menloies (rf tlrose pfe$cl'rt

RetrJcLl l - t .  Lol  Nc.r l  so'en\en
x.riccl rs Mxslcr ol Cerenx)nies, Lhe
aLrdictcc ilose in fespect Rn the
rurrivil <:l thc Offici.rl pxrty consist-
ing ()l'1,t. Gen. l'xcl J. Oclslront,
Supedntenclent ol  thc Acaclc|)y:
lky Pvlel ,  Secretdry oi ' thc B-24
(lr(rLrps; lktre,t FlcnclcNoll.
S(Lrlpt()ri Alffcd ,^.sch. B-2/i Groups
Vicc Prcsidenti rncl llrili:Lclier
Cldleml.John Brooks, lll

' Ihe aucl ience renrained stxn( l
in!{ while tire col(r glrarct ficnr rhe
,{c:rdc1lry posted the color-s anci thc
N.rtionNl Arthem wns sung by 2ncl
Lt. H(tley M. V4nclchei, also iionl
the Acaclemy. Thc invocati()n was
givcn by Ceptain (Chxplarn) Scott
,\. Olsdahl. Neal recnlleci the conr-
fbrt 01 our Chaplain s pfayers prior
to each colnbitL mission rn his
intoclucli()n of Captain {lfsd:lhl.

Neel nxcle ,r tc-w rcnnrks on
hon' funding fbr L\c mernorial rvas
xccomplishccL drrough the B-24
Cloups Mem()rial, ]nc. There wete
over 600 indivi.lual xnd o+iiniza
tionel c()nnib tions to fic fund.
Every Jlroup of rhe Scconcl Air
Divlslon Associetion (2ADA) con-
tributed and there were eppft)x]-
mately 150 indivi.luxls and orgxni
zad()ns olrtside the 2ADA thal
made donations. (Fifteen in.lividlt-

I

Gn)up treasury funds. Their narnes
xPpexr on Ine commemoarrve
plaque.) Therc wcrc ovcr 200 indi
\'lduals ancl organizations thit
sponsorcd others to appe:rr on the
co[xrcorofitive plsque :rnd in lhe
Book ol Renlelnbrxnce.

The B 24 Mennnial  was draped
with e palechute and \{'as rmveilcd
by thc Sculptor, Rol)ert Flenderson,
and 9 mcmbe$ oI the 2ADA who
playccl a prrt in the fund reisioli.
Thc B 24 wrs linxlly rt hoflre in
thc Ilonol Coult o[ our Air lorce
Acrdeoly. lt is lcratetl at the top of
the skifs to thc llonor Cou( mal(-
init ii dre first mcmorirl thrt dlc
cxclcts s.ill scc whcn walldnli wcst
tiom thc cadct qlLandranglc' :rnd
chxpcl. Thc nlcnrorial portrays x B'
24J in i climbing lcft turn with x
rroclclrtc hrnl(i a very nice p()se
' lhe ()r l rer bonrbcf of  \ (rWII is
l()cnted clifecdy wcsr of our ts-2,i
3nd i$ flying 'striliEil,! 1rnd lcvcl,
nritkin:t h flrthcr diilicult to see
liotlr rr dist:rnce. I.ullller, ()Lrr B-21
m()del is nexl  t ()  the lL5l  whkh
tlavc Lrs so rruch pf()tcclkD ciuling
WWIl ff(rn the C;eI.Inxn L[ti$,!{ffu.

Actinli lin thc nrcne rhxn 600
clonols. Ncal 'Cificcl' thc sculpturc
lo thL. ,{c1rdcnry. General Oelstrotlr
ircccprcd the !{ili wilh deel) grxLi-
nrdc. In his .lccephnce lrlk, he
slid rhar as r kicl his perception of'wwII 

had ehvrys been portravecl
by the B-2,1 fil)e|xt(n He thoughi it
was the slickesr thinE{ with wlnlis,
'rmril I saw e lilahter'. Ile renrarke.l
ther thc Libcmtor w^s dre plane
thit c^ficcl thL, air $,ar to
Ccrmalry. lIe \\,as rernincled afief
sL.cing a rnenx)rixl k) "lhe La.ly Be
Goocl at the ()lcl Wheelus Ajr Bxse,
Libyx about 30 ycxrs r1!{o tirir a lot
of mcn E{evc iheir blood 1br liee
doln orcr places like Pk)esli and x
hundred othel targets. 'fhe

Supelintenclent also mentionecl fiat
he rvill rememltr the menrorial
Lledlcnft)n fdr all time due partly ro
a sjngle incident. Thc nlcmoriil
h.d becn completed the Tuesday
befole the F|iday cledkratbn. As the
General r.es lea\.ing Flarmon Llell,

he nodced a 'Doolie' (Freshmxn
Akjn to I,lebe at Wesr Point) c.rrne

r h -  ' r , , f .  s . i r h  h i r

wcapon aI p()n xrns. slop, executc
a right fxce on the nrefble square
anci rccite his 'cxdet l(no$'lecl!!e'oI
thc R 24. Thc Ccncral continued
that thcrc \\'ill be :r lot nore caclets
like that onc reciting hi5 knowl-
edge of dle B 2+ rs l()ng as drere is
x tlnitect States rnd x US Air Force.
Thc rernarks froln thc cenelrl
wcrc cxccllcnt incl befitrinll to rhe

Rir) R. 1,,vtel rnd ll(fieft
HenclcNon gxve lhe lnemorhl
credits. R.v relxtel:l the gencsis of
our ()rgnnizl t i ( )n xnd i ts achieve
nrc-nls. NJf. Hcnclcrson. the Sclrlpt(n.
clcscfibccl ho\ he rvus 'vo1un-

tccrccl' to cio nrany of the sculp-
tLucs on thr ' l i ( )rror CoL[t .  He is xn
cxccllc'nr scr.rlptor xnd ll:Ls d(r1e
rr:rny ol  thc sculpturcs {D rhe
H(nr()r  C()Lrf t ,  inc[r . l ing lhc P-3{J, P-
; r 0 ,  P - 5 1 , l i , 1 7  r n c l  t h e  L l - 2 1

A1 Asch, \\'ho \r,rote x Il 24
Libef lr tof  I I ist()ry '  thar wxs in. lLldcd
in n lx)()k ()f llc|lrc rbrxncc l(' thL:
pr()gfi[]r, encrpsuLrted drc V\4I
xchievenrents () f  rhc l t - :+ i r  i l l l
thcxrcr$ () f  Ni | | .  Sr l(ed \ \ , i rh corr-
nrerts () f  thc Li l )erxtol  s supcf ior i (y
in spced. b(nnb lord rrrd r i lnge, Al
notc-cl d t drc l]-17 flew sl()wer
xnd cxfried r lighter b(nnl) l()lcl
dlre t()  the pfesencc (r f  I  Publ ic
Itehdcrs OfTicer being xcl(tcd i()
erch cre\\ . f t )  mxke certxid dtere
wxs rl$,.r_vs publicilt. His t(rtgue in
cheek hum(n \\'xs \\'.rrnrl'' ipprcci
rtccl by thc ilrclicncc.

Geneftl John B(x)ks presented
e l)def histo\, of the Sc()lrling
lbrce oI the sth An l'orce s,tich
lecl bonrbers t() the turllcr (or sec
on.lxry) to xvoicl bad weather and
xchieve bertef bomlriD!{ rcsuhs.
John s rccollcctions ol dre bravery
o[ Iost coinredes brought tears to
all eves es he c(mcluciecl his com
ments s,'ith a eulogy ro the fallcn.
F(tlo$ ing a monlent of silcnce, an
oriliioxl c.rmposition wriftcn by
Lxrry Andcrson, wl1s freely sung by
him 3s 3 lribute to the occasl()n.
Lrrry s cornp()sitj()n, "Flying into
the Mor-ninli Light concludcd in
rel'erefit si]ence which eruptecl into

(continled on Pase e)
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(Coniinued from Page 8)
warm appleuse fbr his gift to us.

Cheplain Scott ofsdahl conclud-
ecl our dcdication with a
Beneclictioo:

Lord Guard and cuide
the Men Who Fly
Lord guard and guide the men
who fly
Through the great spaces of the
sky;
Be with them traversing the air
In darkening storms or sunshine
fair.

You who $upport with tender might
The balanced birds in all their
f l ight;
Lord of the tempered
near
That having you, they
leat.

winds be

know no

Conkoltheir minds with instinct f it
When'er adventuring they quit;
The firm securiiy of land
Grant steadfast eye and skillful
nano.

Aloft in solitudes of space
Uphold them with saving grace:
O'God protect the men who fly
Ihrough lonely ways beneath the
sky.
Amenl

The (erenronies lasted albl)Lrl 45
minules. The people stxyed l()ng
xftcr th,Lf xnd vishecl liiencls end
adnrifecl the fl-24 ancl t(x)k pic-
tules, There wxs p'ess coveralge.
Lrmcheon was over subscribecl xt
the AcederDy Ofiice/s ClLrb. Thc
evening 1)anqLrel was also rvell



Into The Air
Army Air Corp
By Charlie Stark

MosL or our memlxrs were fly
xssoci.rtccl with flving

ovel the )rears. I R'oncler ll()w
m:tny out dlerc ele still xctively tly
inla real ai.plancs? I gxve Lrp pfivatc
flyin[i nvcnty years ago whcn I
rctileci lDosLly be(ausc ol the
e\pense. ]'ou shoulcl either cl() x
Lrt or none at all [or sxfety rexsons.
I coLrlctn t bc llying to see rry out
of town sons cvcrv ()drer seelr cncl
:Ln.l T wasn't i creste.l ir tlying in
circlcs ancl rctrlning io thc simc
ficlcl so I quit. H()wcvcl- once
ililicteLl wilh the tlying bug, rhe
ul€e Keeps sLlflxclng,

' lw() xn. l  x hai f  yc: s tg()  I
decicled ()  t ly thc sime |()del
plane I  h.rcl  bui l t  in 19/ i1.  1r hxd
llung lletwccn lhe joisl irl dle blr$c-
nrcnt all lhese yexr'$. Thc colcriDg
ol c()Lrrse w:ls k)t!rlly clcterj()ri[ed
l)Lrt lsicle fr'on1 rccjclcntIll (hntnge
the bas(" stnl([u-( wns feaclily
feptrir'rblc. just balsr wood, bluc,
$ilk spiD und dope. I wrnt('(l to I1y
this pllrne usirlg rxcli() c:ontr-ol. I
hrLL los! it lwice in trcc lligl)t, once
in ,il rocl (Dce in :16 whcn I to()k
lirsl pllLce in thc only conlesl I ever
enlefed Thc lrlxirnLrln enginc [ul
tinle $'irs limilccl t() 17 secon(ls in
such ca)ntcsls.  At 3l  mintt tes into
this tlight, jr cLisuppearecl iffo lt
cl(nrcl lLnd I hx(l no iLlex s'here t.)
look fbr it.

Riclirg home fiom work with
nly frrher thc nelt chy he saicl,
\\l)uldn t 1r bc something if thit

plxne wns sitting in the bxck yard
$,tcn wc gct home." We got out o1'
the cil, \\,alkecl t()n'arci thc housL'
pasr the ltrrxge and thcre sar nty
airplane. Sorne kincl souls had
spotted it lirnclinft, (they thought it
n'as x Pipcr-i3 CLrb fronl rhc Butlcr
Airport mxkilrg :rn enlctgency lancL
ing) and they.L!ve 30 l  les l ()
return il to me. In 1941 ir hrd been
lost for- a month. ,\ sqlrib in the
iocal paper reacl, "Phne on the
Ar.\rnc DoJ'm Ure rr f  | l ls tLtnc I
hird r l.rcal pdvxte pilot take rne
up in x .lC Cub to look for ir. \tre

1 0

clido t spot it because it was cn a
c()tlage porch s4rile we \iere cir-
cling overhcacl. The per4rle cellcci
me the r,_cry 1rcxl day tO say they
hacl fbund tht- plane. 'lhey l;y.-d in
Avalon, two niles rwxy tio Wcst
View s, here I liYecl. Needlcss to
say. I \\,as overjol_cd to havc it
rcturned since T llild spcnl all rny
sp31e lifie for lwo yc.rrs llrilcling
tlut engine. All this interest ir air-
pl:lnes ancl engines of cou|s,: lcrd
mc to enlist ln thc ARMY,{IR
CORPS. lLre N:r\.y Ce(ld recIlrirel:s
tulned me doi,n. but I le:rlned the
rilalll lftwe$ thcrc. 11 lhc\' h.rdn't,
I would probebly havc been fislr
l ixrd in I9i ia.

Cictting bick lo 1997 wfth rny
ant lquc i r i lp lxne :rnd cnginc lcrclv
to tly. I lncl 10 ioin AjVIA (Acaclerny
of Moclcl Ae(nr:[rri(s) ancl thc,n
join a locrl ilying (hLb. X'I,{RS no
lcss. That stancls for Modcl
,\irplLrne llecreationrl Associxti(rl
rncl  is locatccl  in the vic ini ty of

llcing a h()l rho! pilo! I \,"ds jusl
going t()  go (nrt  nnd I ly this r l r ing.
Al ler.  i t  l lew quitc wel l  l )y i lsel f .  l
lvrs jLrsl  f lo ing lo give i t  I  l i r t le
gLriclnnce. Thc ol(l tinte$ at lhc
fielcl just l(incl o[ stood ar()r]nd
wlLkiing, knolving fLrll i'dl whit
wrs going lo hxppcn. I numged ()

!aL1 it off the gfoull(l but ver-y shor1
ly cr) inli toq'urd nre. iL stifiecl
in() x cliving spinl t() the dght xncl
I supp(Jse T applictl riglrt rurclcler'
rncl I hx.l ,Lnothcr u,cck's w()rk
rebLri lc l ing i r  Thc'  c lub nrenrbc|s
wcrc vL-ry c(ngenial rnd ollcrc.d
edvice, \ \ ,h]( t  I  hcard l )ul , 'hev' I
fle\\, tt)ese things before I kneq,'
lr(xv to f1y. ThcrL' $,ere more crxsh
es fol the sernc reason ancl one
dxy one guy si id, ' r lets sce you
txxi ir arould d)e flel(l x liftlc bit. ' I
thouglrt,'\x/ell okry," end I pronrpr
ly ran it lnto thc safety fence. I
chargecl ihat o11 t{) a frLlrlty tail slrici
:rrrangemcnt Al()ng xbout thc
tdufth or ijl auempt, it s ltoinEl Lrp
lircat irnd I rexlize Tvc lost elevrior
contfol an.l it s going up ancl Lrp
end I rn hxving trouble keeping ]t
pointecl b\\'erd d1e fiel.l. I have no
throfrle control ()n this enllinc. It's
getting srDaller xnd slraller xn.l I!n

seeing thjs.rs thc filrcl loss. I
hollcfcd fbl heh an.l xn (td vctcr
xn took .rver nnd managcd to keep
it hcad(l tovard dre field. It
lc-,c-'kt'cl so snall in thc distance rhat
it \\,as clifficult to tcll just whxl it
\ \as .k) ln! t .  Finxlh- i t  mn out of
fuel xn.t it lookcd like il mighr lancl
on the intcrsr.rte highNxy. Thjs
.oul.l havc seriour, c()nsequcnccs.
\'riith rhc elevxr()r problcm it sl:r(ed
to poflx)ise and dis:rppeered ti(nr
site in x construrti{)n st(n:rge arcar
xborit x hill llile fi(nn thc l,lnding
snip. Tor!  Cxlhgher jumpccl i r  his
Iruclr .rnd I loll(^!e.l in rry cer. tle
spoitcd it dnd rll rh--rc $is lclt w:ls
r sl ttcrecl pile of dcbris. ft hxd hir
lL Je$ey l ixJr icf  bcircl  0n. So ha|cl
in f : ict  thxt l l  bnrkc the:r luminr.ur l
cllnkcesc on thc eliline xnd bcnt
the ((nncct ing ror l  t (x).  Thcfc wus
n() fel)ui ld ing thr lc)  r l  Pl :Ly Boy

I lowcvcf I  hrd un ir l r lost ic len-
t ic.Ll  phne blr i l t  in +6 L() feph(:c i t .
I r ls()  h cl  x $prIC xlLl  i r lunl
c, i rnl i (asc cl lst in l l  Lo rel)uj ld thcr
cnainc. Ti) is l ) lnne xnd lr  aol) l r l ( rF
{ ir l  Olson 60 engife I  hald l )Ur-
ahrscal had ntvcr ' r 'cul ly been

In 19i6, rpprLrcnt lv I  becante
nxfe interestccl in girls lhxn ntoclcl
lLirpl:rrcs illd th.tL ]s rvhv thcsc
plrucs ltrnlt in tlte blLscnlcnt ceil-
ing jojst  i i ) f  5( l  1 'err" , ,n, ' t  t r9t

NIofc crlrshes ti)lkx,"cd thc ones
rcllrrc(l lnal it occrLnecl to mc tllxl
nrrybc T shoul l  enl isr the rssis-
trrrcL. oi r lligln insn.rrctor. Sir.e
tl)en I hx|c spl.nt rtuch less iimc
f(blLikljn!{. The ol.l saying ther.
' i \ny l incl in l l  ) (r l r  c:Ln $'elk rNa!
troor is e !to()d (ne.' xnd I'vc
elwiys nnnxged io do ih,lt so I
ltucss llry landlnlts reirlly \\'erenl
that bad.

Tn rny tn'o ycers in thls hobby I
hnvc menegeaL t() hit thc n!n\"/iy
just dlce with mininral clxrlllrge.
Currently (]anu:u1' 99) I\n ready rc
fly a puchasr-'cL tr:ri0er plane using
the ()lson 60 cngine \\'iLh moditicd
spark .ontrol t.r provicle engine
pos'er adjusrrnent. In the gxsoline
cngine clays, wicle open \r,rs lhe
onlv Lhr()tile settin!!. Todav elcohd
po$'crcd glow plug engines use

(Cont inued on Page 11)



(Continued from Page 10)
rhroLlle cr)nt.rl on '.1 calbluctor to
c()nrr()l engne speeo.

'l his lxtrby is c\ciring.
,:lennncling. ch'rllellliinll ard bound
to keep you busv. ' Ihe nnkeup ol
our dlrb is mostL,v seni()ff, xboul
r0'ri,. l\.lih rnu.h (mcern xbolrt Lhe
lxck of yor.rnger peoples pxrticijr:r
ti.rn. It clrn be sonc \\ hat expen
si\.c l)ot I \\,oulcl rccolnmcncl it til
{ )ne xnLl x l l . .J l rst  lhe ce el i rc lel ic is
\ l (nlh i t .  ( )nce x nronth t l re Si lver
Elill--s' nrcet tin lrrexkfrLst on x
Thundxy .ri x kx xl pxncxlie holrse
i() . l is.uss thei l  pxsl  (n fut l rre

At thc ()5 f!-LmioD iD Siln
Arrt(nr i () .  Hi l r \  Andcfson. my 1st
pi loL t(x)k nre L() his lxn)k to sho\\ '
r  e l r is I  lL i lnrte Blue Hx\\ ' l i  '  l l  is
r t  l reauLi iul  l r ip lrne wlr ic lr  1l)cLic!c
lrc l rLs never '  l lo l 'n.  I  l t l ieve l t t
Nxs rdr ise. l  t ()  letrn on i i  t r ' r i i r rcr
befole r t tJr ' : rncing to lhe l ) ig lr  pef
l ( ) r n | l n a L  l r l r L r '  I  l . r \  l \ .

l ro lk^\ i r lg VY l l  , \n( l !  \ \col  on
Lo l ' l t  B-:9s in lhc K(r 'cLrn C()nl l ic l
l )LLt cVc,r th:r l  (k)csf l ' l  ( lu1r l i l )  ) ' ( ) ! r  l ( )
l ' ly |1L( l i ( ) .ontrr) l

1 'd lov( Lo l ' lv l  p lrrre l iJ ic his
l l lLr(  I [ l \ \ ] i .  \xrc rc h()th ()n rhe
i l l t f r ' r ld now lnd I  nr hoping l()
hc.Lr \ , j1r l ' r l r r j l  s(xnL'  ( ] r ! '  Ihrr  hc
lrrs f inel [  f lo$,n LhL'  Bl l rc l l r$4i
'Kccp 'cDl i ly ing'

An Unfo
Night

rgettable

I $,xs llighL engineer rn.l l()p
t l rret  gunner (n Bi l l  Loftels rrew.
We hx.l :r rve.l in Sxn (;()!xnni the
f l rsr ueek in.JLLly xs x replx(enrent
( r'c$.. T,me pxsse.l qui.klv xn.l lve
hrd goo(t fll'ing xrrthcr. Nt
chcckcd rhc tlighr rostcr rhc night
bclbre and lirun.l drc crew \\'as
scheclulecl  Lo f \ '  the nexr. lx,v.  Our
tent \1xs x\\,xkenell xboul .1:00 A.Nl.
on O.robef 12. 194.1, prdrably bv
one of our' otficers $.ho hxd theif
tcnt arcross thc dusry roacL lbr tllc
criistc(l lncrr. \\rc qot alrcssecl eocl
sphshed ()ur lxces. I r[L.le rn]
G.wishington nrstxnt coffee on our
Cl(tclniln stol-c to leke s;ilh me on
Lhe flighL. This wrs eb(rlrt the onl!

Use I had 1i} rnv callteen whilc in
S:rn Giovxnnii the col.l coffee tasl
ecl goocl to me. xl()ng with Lhe b{)\
hrnch sanclrr'ich, on the \\'ay back
lo the base. Some m:ry hxve
sh.rved l,.hile I madc cotfee, but et
1, I onl)- shx\(l evcry \\.cek or so.
The €tlisrcd mcl] ill \.c[t to
breikhst ol p: rcihcs \!ith Ilxlr
rrrrhde or Npplc bulrel or pcrhaps
po*derecl eggs, toast ancl coffeer l
can't be sure at this poirt xs m,v
lr1dlloly is rithcl loltlay \\,hcn it
r.xrlcs ro (L(tirils. Thc ihinla I lrost
re eDl)cl about brclkfNst drat
rD()llrilrla \\,is thrt no onc on thc
clew siicl i \\'orcl, it le:rst t() lrlc.
r l )oLrt  l l r is l )eing rny 5011) rnirs i(nl
Thcv. lllre nrysclf, ell lttlt track to
bc sufc ho\\ 'c losc thcy $crc kr f ln-
lshlng. Not rhir l  xny ol  Lrs wcfc
sul)crstr t io\rs.  but *ho n,ants to lx
r-csPonsiblc lirr x iiru. r\i bricflog
\\,c lirurcl oLrt $,r- hacl i lrlilli|l.rl
( )  I lo lognr.  l )ut  wc Nl l  fcLr l izcd thLrL
s(nnel inres x nr i l l i r i rn" \xsn L. Al l
r . r 'nt  \ \ 'e l l  rLt  checl(xrt ,  p( ' f l iehi ,
t i r l ic{ f f  Nnd thc bonrl)  nrn
;r l thouglt  I  dont hnorv l rort  thcr
l ;orulr ing oi  i r  l ) f ic lgc wcnL thir l  ( lxy.
' lhe Ldp l) iek (o l )xsc \ , !enL \ ! ,c l l
rn( l  thc l : rncj ing \ \ ' i rs rcnl  srrr(x)(h.

Al l  () l  lhc creN crrngralulatecl
l l re,  l )ut  |  $ 'xs l (xr lc l ie\ ,e(1 l ()
rc ioicc, i r l t lbLrgh l t  dcl)r ic i rg I  lct
]t bc hu.rwn I \\,rs ill drrough.
ll'rcli itt thc tr.rrt I wrotc t\!o orlc
wofd lcttL fs holrlc. Olrc t.r lnv
Morh(-r lrn(L onc ro Ingfid Crflson,
rry gi iiicn.l Nnd r linLuc *,ili-
One sxid l-lNt xnd the otirer |lNl-
TO. ' lhe ne\t  dav l l i l l  l ,of ief ,  oul
pilot ind plinc corlxlundcr, lln
ishcd rhis toul on fridey thc l3th.
Thc rcnrrindcr ol rhc crcu, llnishccL
in rbour I \,cck Nith the crccption
oI G.org. Dcfnb.rugh \\'M hed
bec()ore e group bornl)rrclier. t wxs
xkne n()\\' \1.hile rhe cfeN s'xs fly'
ing ind \\''aitin!t c.lch rnLssiol for
thc plirncs to lr-tLr 

 

I had my rn-\
i()Lrs moments encl realizecl how
nrxn\ 1)lrlhe grl)Lrncl cre\\,s felL.

A cfew pxrty, x bLnrpv hlrck
ricie i() Nxples and \\'hat seemeci to
be x long \\'ait (nol ovef i s.eek)
lbllo\\'ccl, bclbrc wc boer.led the
,{tl)()s 1I, r Greek \/Wl repatuti(nr
ship x'ith x non Enlilish spcakinli

Frcnch cle$'. l()l a colr\.olr trip
scross fic ^lhntic h micL
N()venrbel. I cant rcDcml)cr thc
drte. but ir \\'as two de)'s be[.]rc
'lhxnksgning earlv in Lhe 1rrlning
$'hen the Statue of Libely cxrne
inrc \ . ie$. A loud checr \ \ent ut)
For lnysclf, and T suspcct for llxrst
ol thc othcrs. it \1,xs thc first sight
lng ol lllc sli!-lc.

\ve tied Lrp ()n dle Jerse,v slde
an<l trcalcled x nxin to Cxmp
Kil fl. r\s I got ofl thc triin. I r\is
rirdrcl sc'vcrclv dlcssccl cLorvn b,v i
\VA{C 2DCl Lt. lol not s3lutirlg I
rc| l izcd inrn( i i i rc ly rr !  ( l iys ol
hr discidinc \.vcrc o\,(-1. Oul lilsr
slop \ \ 'xs lhe rrress l ral l  r , l rere I
cnjovc( l  the bcst nrc,r l  I  d hxd si fcc
I lcf i  ivr lnc ln l t l tc Junc. Fforn
thcfc it r-xs to ihe ffoccssing ccn-
tcf  \ \ 'hcfc I  coJrplctcd t l lc occc -
sir fy plrpcr'!!(0)1li. collcctc(l sorllc
brcli |ir), got ir licsh suppLy oi'
r tNl)r inc, \ \ ' i rs issucd soorr c l() thing
rnd lot  r  t r ' i l i11 l i ( l iet  l ( )  lJosi(nl
$illr r :Jo d:ry clclL)-il]-r'(\rrc ro
r\tlrnlic Oilv. I (i('n ( liDon' $4r1r1
r ir)rc I  lx) t l rdcd th( t | l r in.  l )ut  I  do
fcureurl)( f  thLLt i t  $rs I  A.rU. \ ! ,hel l
lL lrr ivccl  Ll t  S()uth Strt i ( )n,  I l ( )sr()n. I
\ \ ,xs lxnrrc:  (n s(r  I  t lx)uglrL t in r

As I  \ \ ,x l l (ecl  i i (nn l l le r  in i r l l ( )
rhL, srlrion, I \\'ls shoclicd to firld ir
crr \) t ) ' ,  ( ) f  n.er ly so. I  chcckcd
trround ro 1ir.[ llht rll prhlic rr.ns-
pornt jcxr stopl) .c l  r |Lr l l l in!{  r t  l2:30
i..M. I pul r1r]' B+ brg rnd . prrtiil
]y iillccl chrlld brli orr t]rr' hryc ork
\\,xiLing roolr lrnch, :rs u pllkrw,,
irrd lxi.l do$1r to sleep unril 5:00
or 6 00 ,\.NL bclirrc I \\oul(l hcid
out to \\''olluln, ibout 12 or 13
nilL's northwcst. I coLrlcll't slccp
ilrd iftcr tflr or IiIIl:'en |inutes, I
picke.l up rl,v brgs an.l staltcd
wxlklng hofle. ]t \\,xs very col.l,
bLlt I hnd a (iI (n'crcori. x n/intcr
issuc c.rp ind lny fllEtht !llo\.es. I
walked rlon!! Atlxntic Avenue l()
Lhe lrrlclge over the Charies lti\er ro
( i i l ,v S( lu: tre.  ' lhet l ) r i . lge $xs rrv
filsr rcxl resr of b](er (r)l(t shcc Uy-
ing. The q'ind off thc $'.Ltcf $'irs
birtcrly cold l1s I stxrtccl acloss. I
rolled my cap down to c()ver rny
exrs xn.l tlrmed m_v overcoat c()llxr
up as I pullccl my neck in fbr pro

I l



(Conlinued from Page 11)
tection. I had |o keep shifting my
bags to opposite hands bcceuse m-v
arms were so tirecl. As I crosse.l
rhe bdclge, I figured to stop at the
lx/'hite Tower, get ! ten ccot harn-
burgcr and a cup ()f hd coffcc to
warm myself up, but even the
'lbwer was closecl Rost()n \\,as
blxcked out xnd I <nulcl barely see
where I was !aoin[i. Thcre $xsn l d
soul xrolrn.l. but lbI sonc rexson, I
wrs concerned lb()Lrt lrcw I
lookcd. I fixed my .rp .rncl lo\v
ered rDy collxr to look more
respcctablc. Fr(nn delivering plo
dlLcc to the market, as a kid work
ing on Cresfbrd s tarm, i renreol
bcred the roule honlc $c alwrys
toolr T tlucked sround thc ccnncr
it Ciay S(}r.re, !p pdst St. l4iry s
chr.rfch rnd pressed on i.)
Thompson Squrre rnLI then on tc)
Sul l iv i ln Squnre wl l i (h s,rs lhc tcf-
rDinil lbr stfcel cxrs xnd l)Lrscs. Lll
wns dxrl( xnd thc slit blickoul
l ighrs () f  r  car sccurccl  to l igh( p
cv(:ryrhing :ls il lpploacllccl h-onr
bcllind. As I rLrf ed to slicl( out ]ny
Lhuurl). I norkrecl x cllnr (xxi sign ol1
Lop. I  quickly tLl f i rcd lxcl(  xnd !()
my surpr isc r l rc r i rx l  Pul led up
l)eside nrc .nd slopped l-hc rear
s,ind()w slowly rollc(l (k)\\'rr tncl r
\'"onriur rskecl il shc coulcl givc nre
r lift lo the La$,rence llstates irr
ivlcclfbrcl. I xsslrrecl he| she coLrlcl
rncl gor int(r $,1 1 seerrecl to bc I
wirfr oven ti)r x dde thxt look lrc
rlmost to lhe Y/inchester linc ^ltel.
dranking rhc nice Ixcly ancl gettinll
oLrt, I realized I clicln t cvcn frncl
out who she wxs or where shc

I sla[ed wxlking x!l!i11, rrNrch
cncouragecl by the knorvleclgc I
had only ebout four niles kr go I
hacln't walked 100 trards when
ngain dre dim bleckorit lights of x
cer ceughL nre al]al dre drivcr of
s-hxt i believe was e Chevy coupc
stoppcd, told me t() hop in llncl
askccl nrhere I $'as hexde.l. when I
tolcl him to Exst \{/d)urn, he asked
'wllet's your nxme?' T .eplied anLl
he said Are you Phil tscnis kjd? I
ackno*leclgecl that I was ancl hc
askcd 'Don t you kn()*' \\4t() I am?"
After realizing how darh it was, he

'12

quickly said'i glress you c.rn t seei
Iln Al covreau wh() used to livc
besid€ you a number of years aElo."
\\re madc small talk xbout \\,hal I
w,es doiog and xboui my fanily.
He lnd just linishcd his shift xt the
Ch:r esbwlr NiIr \hrd and $as on
his wny h()me. Thet mede my
njght. I ha.l {)nly seen two crus
since I leit S()Lrth Stadon ovcr an
Ilour xgo and not x single strect or
house light. Both cxfs stopped,
pickecl ne up end I was being
dcliverecl to rny parents hornc the
rrorning of tfre day beforc
Th:rnksgiving.

I don t femenrl)el thc cLctiils of
that Thenksgiving I w:rs ghd to bc
holne ancl happy to be yliih Ingricl
xgain. despitc my skln beinit yel
1()w rncl ory wcight bclo* 120

P()Lrnds. Mothcl always Pur on :r
w{nldefful ' l  hLrnksgiving lhy cl in
ner. llrrt clxy w:rs I grcilt chy kn
nrc, rlry pxrents, rlry gfLlnclf;rthcr.
t l r fcc of nly sistc$, lngr id,  l lef
l ] ] lother,  s istcf  rncL bfolhef nnd
lln-ec sLlilors ilncl i lf^vE fr'(nn the
l ]ost(nr IJSO. Al lhough I  don (
fcnrcnlbef r l re ciet i i ls ( t  thc dinnel
or Lhc idiv i t ies ol  the Ll i icrnoor,  I
do rcnrcnrbcr what e rvoncle|iirl
rilnc w|rs hncl by lLll

^.s I look bLL.l( on thxl niglrl.
()!hing I cxn rccrrll compxfes. Al

pxssed .rway x few yexrs xgo, bot I
wi l l  never f inget hirn nor thc
fenrele strlnger, frorrr thc l-r$'fcnce
Esrates, f()f lvher rhcy cLld ibr xn
unlrn()\\,n Gl xbout 2 o clock in the
rnorning, the day befrrre
Tlrrnksllivin!!, 19.i4. Ih so v to
sxy, llLrr rocl^y, 1 clon't ltcl s4l!
picking Lrp xny srmnger on the
roird. nn)st especial ly ar 2:00 A.M.

knd a
Helping Hand

I h3ve bccn scarching ti)r infor
mxLion ebour mv lathcf end his
n'ar recorcl xs well as infbnnation
ebout dre urit he served witb. T
$xs tolcl io contact v()Lr concerninll

re Ccrignoia Connccliorr Lllre 1.)
dre Lrnit he ser!,ed with. He s-as a
ts 2,i pilot Bhh the 455th and fles'

out of Libya ancl ltal-v-rvas shot
.l()v\'n twice and cvxded both
times-his planes r!'crc thc TeePce
Time tlxl ancl Grcat llalls O Fire. It
I could subscribe to your publicn
tion or get any infofllation eboul
thc ,i55ih I woulcL nppreciate it

!!leati,v. My tathers n:rnre was ilex
Grozicr.

11911 \Yinl.le ich
tl9A9
Hausto . TX 77069
emxil: f!!r'{)zier@!vt.nct

lid-Aht hc[p -)\rt can giLe uou[d bc

From Howard
Cooper

T ci l lnc i l (  r()Js r i rr  i r r t ic le in ()L| l -
CerignoLr" pLlbl i r l l ion fronr somc-

orre nrrnct l  ,Uichcl(  l four I taly who
strtcd shc \\ xs doinlt irn hisrclic
scur '(h r  xxr l  l l  cfcw l l rnl  \ \ rc l l t
d.^vn neir  Os{)pp() in N(n1h l . ls l
l ta ly.  lv ly l f icnr l  Sq I i  rn()  Schime
wns ()n lhir l  . r r ' \ \ ' .  Nls cir l ) tLrrc(1,
xnd I  lbund hiD) r l )our J5 vcxrs
xg().  t l is nxnhcr rrnd sistcr,  l ivccl  on
SlrLten lshnd Vhcn h1s rllodrcr
rLic. l .  rhe nr) l icc in ()Li f  l ( )cxl  prpef
hir lrrc lilic r tuJn ()f uxl(. His sister
tol.l nrc he \\,xs ill tr)$'D nn
Cilifbrrix rnd \\'oulLl l)e returning
thc ncxr (l:r,\'. \\ic sxt in the lunerxl
pir iof ,  lool( ing r l  pic lufes. lx lk inl l
.Lb{)Lrt his LrsI llilihr irnLl l s lifi' in.r
POW (xmP. He \\'xs in Lralning
\\,ith nrc, LrLrt (rn r difiefen! cre\\, in
ToDopah, Ncv. in ex y l91a \\'hen
his crcw hrcl lo bail ()ut ()n x night
Lruiring ilight over thc GranLl
cxnyolr. AJtcr e dclel-ed rescue, he
shrxvecl up in thc 7.10th ind the
plxne disxppeared rfrer the .lth or
ith mission. T kept xfter ()Lrr helcL-
quertcrs fbr ne\\.s, bur got none
unLil ir was tlnc fbr me to be rotat-
ecl ll()lrre. I kDt-rv nothin[i unri] the
ftrnerxl of this rDodlel. IIe no\trr
lives jn Lrs Vegas at 288 Sia
william 

vw'ay, 
Las vegas, Nevada

89110. I clon t knoq' if he ls still
living. as I have had no contact fbr
the past severxl _rears.



From Chet Hosac

I have seen some ()ntributions
of poems in our ne$-sletter, so I xm
enclosinll one of fline.

'Wc 
flew our Iirst missk)n to

G z, ,\uslrix on Febnrary 25, 194'1
xnd finishcd our lasl rnission to
Moosbierbaum, Ausllie on Jrrne 26,
194,1 In bctween were orany tor.rglr
rnissbns, inclucling lwice ()ver
Plocsti on luxy 5, 19.i'1, xnd l4ay
18, 1944.

our flrst plnrle was Mcnacing
Messilcna xnd on our cighlh mis
si)n was shot Lrp so baclly thxt we
wele Irorcccl t() crxsh lancl on a
flShter fielci et Rorne.

After returoing to bxse, we
\'"crc issued the brand new virgin
plnne I'Tepee Timc Cal." Itr(x)ks
was oL 

 

pil()t with clitflfent co-
pilots. Johns()n was lhc llom-
barclicr, Sy (lxyncs was nrvi!!xl()I.
( lh lck lvas bcl ly,  Vinn wLrs !op,
O' l loyle w: ls tai l ,  Txyl(r 'wls nose
ancl I w:rs waist glrnner. Wc fin-
ishcd ()ur missions in this gfent
planc. lhcn went 1.)  lhc ls lc ( t :
Capri lbr R.\tll xncl then lcli NxPles

A1 our rer.rnions, I hdvc lllct
sevelnl who xl$o flew jn lire Tepee
Tirre cdl. I think xll of my crew
ffc gone excePl JirDmY Oill()Yle
rl1d Sy G4ynes, bodl of whom live

I s'xs b()rn rnd niscd in Iclxho
and hxve had x !!oo.i lifc widr x
greer p:lrtner of alinost 58 yexft,
nlrny gmnclchilc en xn.l greel
grancl-chilclren. Wc xre both in

Elood hcalth end look fbrward tct
Sun Diego in 1999.

I have alsc-r writtcn a bo()k "l'he

orphxn which incluclcs pictures oI
'Ieepcc Tirne Gx1' xnd i copy ()f
the unit citation drat we reccivecl
fin the Moosbic rar,nn mission.
Inyone wishinEl x copy of this
book cxn write e at chet Hosac,
5820 No. Cloud Nine Dr., Boise,
rd, a3714.

TIME

Tirne is of the esscnce.
It can't be helcl in suspense.

waitin€i fbr pr()f()uncL crbservations,
governed by analyricrl discrction,
bef()re finally maldng a clecision.

when you sorncday rnxke up your
nund

unlirrtunately yolr inevitably f1nd,
yoLr've elrcedy f;rllen l)ehincl.
:urd ren bccause of the yexrs

regirdless of shecl texrs,
life has not l)een kind.

So. clon't clwell in sorror-s
y()u've usccl up xll y()Lrl tomorfows.

It s too lale n()l'' t() alonc
ft)r drc 'if,s" and vhy didn't Irs".

lvcry nran eventuxlly clics
xnd inhcrits the xrne lreaclst()I]c.

Sonre slrAll, sonle large in size
dicutc$ the lirnicl fronr thc wise.

SliLl nl l  xre just as clead
Lrncl just a$ f'oon f()rgol!en.

'Ilx)ugh onc may rest in silk
(r' the odtcL in cott()n,

drc body of each bccolrcs, equ:rlly
()Ltcn

AThought l/ .
ForThe L
Day -A

, ,(1 I
A tllrlte':n-yc.Lr!, nJ ^
gir l  t , r l . l  nr. 'one r l .Ly, \
"Y()u know, 1r mxkes rne feel ftood
when I sec Mom and Dx.l holdinlt
hands for no rceson al ell. Out oI
moufis of babcs comes wlsdom.

Remember the
Question?
wlul english word xppears the
same back\.\,ard, fbrsrad ancl
upside down whcn ffitten ln
capital letters?

Anss er: NOON

FAMOUS PHRASES
. "Push lo lest." 'Releasc to

. lhosc th:tt bear guns into pb$-s
will plow for those that dont.

. If thc cnemy is in range, so erc

. ln.oming fire has the right of

. Dont look conspicuolrs: it clrxFs
file.

. The easy way is always mine.l.

. Try rc l(x)k unimportant, they
rniry be krn on ammo,

. Dont draw fire, it irritatcs the
pcople arolno you.

. lx/hen the pin is pulled, Mr.
Cfenade is not or.u tiiencl.

. If itrs slupid bLrt works, it isnt .
slrrprci.

. Nevcr shele :r f()x hole with any
onc brever then you,

. Don t ever be the flst, clon'l ever
l)c t l ,c lasl  xnd clon t  cvcr
volrnteer t() &) anytling.

. It is generxlly inxdvisjble to eject
(l)ail out) clirectly r>ver drc arca
yoLr jus! bonrbed.

. Always rcnlcnrl)er yoLrf weapon
s'xs nlrclc by thc lowesl

. 'l'here is oo such thing xs xrl
:rtheisl in r lbxholc.

. Tucers work both wnys.

. The sidc with the sirnples!
unif()rnN wirls.

. Conrb t will occlu. oI1 the
E{founcl betweer t\vo 1rd'oining
nnPs

. Thc co bxt wolth of a unit is
inversely proportionxl lo the
snafness of its ouftit :Lnd

. clusler l)cnd)ing from Fl-52s is
vcry, very acclrmte thc bombs
always hi t  the ground.

. odcl obje(s xttract fire-ncvcr
lutk bchincl  one.

. lf you can't renenber, thc
Claymore is p()inted towarcls

. livc scconci fuses oniy last thrce

. l\,lake it roo rouElh for the enemy
to Jlel i1] and you cxn t get olrt.

. when in doubr cmpty the
nla8:tzine.

. Texmw(xk is esscntial; it gives
l]te cneny someone etse to
shoot at.

. Ncver tell the Platoon ScrElexnt
you have nothing to do.

\ ' $ ' $



The Ftght Surgeon
As rcplaceorents t() thc :i55th

tlomb C;roup in eerl,v July. 1941,
our radiomen anl:l I took ,l $elk ta)
the shos,crs 1() get .lcilnccl up fronl
thc swcat an.l .lust of Sa1r cio\'xnni
bcfbre we went to the rress ll:lll
lor  olrr  e\ening nrcel. ' ]he $'ai l r  to
the sh()web \\'xsn t 1oo bad ancl thc
slxrr"rers wcrc Elrear, but $c salk
to oru tcllt ilrea \\'xs tcrriblc. It wts
x vcry hot, stlcky diy .rml rve lxrrh
pcrspired freell s'ith iust enough
n,ind t.:r crlrse a dust slonrr on the
dir t  load. !y the r inlc \ \ 'e got bxrk
\\'c $cre l:lifiier thll] bdine ()Lrr
sl l ( ) \ \ers.  Fci tdtr i l  th is $,ould bc:r
c()nt lnur l  ptol) lern. sc tr l l icd i lx)LrL
other-nrcr l rs () l  wrshing up. Vith
f tc l i t t lc st lcdlr  thrt  f rn r t  lhc lx)t
t (rn of thc slope, l )ehlnd wherc we
piKircd our te ts,  $ccrrccl  k) Lrs l {)
l )e a good s(tLrr i (rr .  Thc ncxt dry
we cle( iLled to t1J,t l l is ()LLl  ln( l  xf ict
l sLlcccssfirl spor:ge lreth, ]n l nr:rt
very p v{t(  sctt ing, n i l l l ,  o lc lcr,
\1.("ll (hcsscd ollicer' in Lrns,
xplx)llclied ncl ifrr'crclU(ed hinrsell
i ls d l l ig l lL sur l{con. I lc then lcc-
tured us () l r  thc (Lrngqrs of bdrhine
in wilel d{)wnstrcautl f(nn fanrns
lrDCl . l l r i r rx ls rn(L ol  thc- p() l lL l t lnrs
lhnt nr ighl  bc i l l  d le w[cr.  I Ia r ]sr)
infbmlcd us of sever'rLl clisclrscs we
nright conrrxct li(rn our l()()llsh-
ness. NcccllL-ss L(r s.ry thrt $,ls rhe
encl ol  orrr  l )xdr ing in thc strernr.

Fiftv yc.1us lxler, 9''lilc 1l]]ing
(Jut r rcrr[ for n bo:lfd melrrber ()f
the /155 B(nnb Cloup Ass(xr iat ion, I
\\,ent to a irc(nillll (xnn x bit cluly
t() tincl only one ()thcr crrly irrl\'el.
\ire inrr'oduccd oLr|selvcs lncl cl]xr-
tecl rs wc Neiled tirl. dtc others.
This gcntlclrlrn $.xs suflicicitly
ilstLrtc es to lsk nhlrt pan oI
Boston l came trollr, alier crtching
rny accent. \X/hcn he lexrned I wits
frcm Winchcster, he lold lnc he
lived in \reston, but thit he was e
cloctor working at thc
!hssichLrsetts cener,ll 1l()spit11.
froln his nge and height I renlizccl,
as nly rnind flashccl back t() San
Giovanni, L9'1.1. he must bc drc
same doctor \\'e h:rcl encoLlntere.l
at rhe steam, alrcut lilty years ear
lier. He told me he wxs en EaI
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Nosc Tluoar Specialist no$- work
iog in reseafch. He thcD irslccl iI 1
knew eny ENT .loctors in
\X/inchester. I krld hi ol the ll\'t'
clo.ior wlxr had opt'rared on nre
Ior slnus ploblcrls and again, fif-
teen yexrs lirlcr, Ior polyps in nry
nose Hc sir id, ' r )h yes, I  l rnoF
ll(ry, hc \vls one of my snxicnts.' I
also mcntioned nry njecc. vr'ho is
rn ENT.kx1(n in Al iski .  I IL 'even
lecognized hcr neme r l th()ugh he
h:Ld fe\.cl lncl her. As v(nr'vc pfob
xbly elfca(ly ltlresseLl this \\.i1s Dr.
( lxpt:r ln I I i rc ld SchLr. l (nccht.  Thc
nexi rrordnl i ,  xs lnl t r i . l : rnd T wcrc
hx\'lfg lrrcikl:rst xt ihc hotcl $,ith
I lcf ly Pxds, hc stoi ] fcd i t  thc
Lxble to sxy hcl]o. As be left, Henfr
srli.l, "do you l(now Nll() tlixl l\-xs?"
I  ( tc l  hinr I  c l i ( l  and lro\ \ '  I  hx( l  iust
l l1et hinr rhc cl . ry l )et ine Hc coft ln-
LrcLI, 'you luow he s tl)e ck\,ior'
wh() pLr l lcd Ci ln ( ixt< our of o l
cflr hccl l)hne LLnd probahly srvecl
his life. I \\'LLs Cocti's l)dll gunnef
rn( l  rv ls hosf i t r l izqd quite a lvhl lc
l l iL. f  lhrr  ((rs l t . '  l \4y ur incl  : lg in
ilxshc"d bncl( t() Sitn (iiol.xnni xlr(l
nry fir-st t$'o r()nrl)nt rrissiols

On lhc evening 0l . lu l \ ,  61h, Bi l l
Lol1i i ,  oul  cfew's piot,  stol)pccl  l )y
th( ' lant xr ld 1(r( l  n)e thr l  hc i tn( l  i
\",,ould )e lly|rq rh. ncxr clLry wilh
C:rpt.  ( ix) l ( . rs rn int f t )dtL( i i ( rr  ro
c(rnl lxt  Thc nex! rn(nr ing I
llx)ught I d bc llving nr)' ti:st rlis-
sn;n as a f i l l  i r  L-ngineer i i )  {)c lc l i i l .
Gerr1lny. i Iowever, rfter rc|
.lezvr)us, T \\,es rssisLecl int(r the
Spc y Ball I lrxd becll trilillc.l olt
ill rhe LLnTers xncl iclt rhxL rhis v"xs
just prrr  of  ory i l i t lxLion. The l ight
$'ent rvell encl the ncxt .lxy, Julv
sth, Blll xncl I ;rltin jonre.l Capr.
C(x)k tin in.rrhef lllissi(mi thrs onc
t() Nftmchdrcl.rrf, Aus!ix, wlth n1y
position rgei11 the ball turrct. I wrs
plcesed after thet missicin bec:Luse
norv we cl bc flying $'ith ()ur o$rn
cfew. Also, bcaaltse at least onc of
lhese lnisslons hxcl counted es a
Ll()ublc Umil that lrrcii(txst I hicLt't
rexlizccl drat I wxs fill1ng in lor
Hcnrv Paris \!-ho lud nor yet
rcturnecl L() xctil-c duty. I als() rerl,
izecl xt tlxlt momenr rhat I had
again bccn l()lrched by dtc tciions
for Dr. Schucknccht, fiis lirne

thfolrgh Capt. (irok
'lhe.k),:tor xncl I tilkecl xgxin,

briefly. :rt ihc rcrution \\'hen hc
lnquire.l xhut rny general hcxlrh. I
told hior I $'is leeling $,ell, tlut nty
sinus condition rvas uncler coltrol
ancl thc orly pft)l)lern I had !v:rs I
lungus infection on mr leet thri T
l1ed ])icke.l Lrp in Ttih. lbr flft)'
years, Lrnxbl-- to ftn.l r clrre, rnl
feet $(nlld bcconle rx*' in sLutrrller.
I lc tolc l  mc n()t  t i )  I t i i ( 'up. drere
rvere nerv clrugs conritg on Lhe
or. t tket s(xn xn( l  tht  I  s lx)Lr l( t
sperk L() ]ny do.tor iguin :rbout
this when I  gor honlc.  Al) i )Lrt  s ix

ontLs lxtel rL clcflnll(t()aist my
(loctof lccolllrcndecl, tJcirtccl ]rte
rnd clcir,rd Lrp the inficli()1r |f(nr
tlur briel r(Jnvehxtion with I)r.
Schuckneclr t  xnd f l fc l ing rn r j {ee-
iblc l )hysici : rn,  he rqr io sen'ed me
wcl l .  loclxy nry fcct rrc ine.

1n Lr lk ing $i th nl)r  l jN' l  d(xrof
xlx)ut rncct ing Dr ScltLtd.nc:cl t t ,  hc
shrLrcaL nruch inl innxt ion rbout his
pfolcssionLLl ( lual i f icLLt ior ls ancl  t () ld
rDc hc rvas $' , i r ina I  chnpter in his
ocw lxxr(.  I - lc l lso tolc l  r t re of
xr ' rother (k)( tor-  in the sxnrc ol1lcc
rvhr) h ( l  bccrr sclxxred l)y th(
( ; : rplx in rLnd i f  i t t  Nr ly l inrc,  I  n. .( l -
ecl lltention wh(xr he \\,rsnt rvllil-
r l ) lc,  I  shoulcl  c(nt:rct  him. I Ic
cli(Lr t iDdicxte hc \\'tts going 1()
retife. l)Lrl lxi (lid rt shofl tirnc Lri.f.
l ln now being tr 'ctr l (d l )v xn(fhcf
s{udent of the tx l l  C. l i ) rrh I  f l l .sr
(tcoLLnLcred bcsidc lhc stf.-xnr in
Srn Ci(n xnni in lLr lv ol  19 l  i  : rncl  I
kr()rY I  nr in goocl Mnds.

I fs. l i i l lcul t  r()  re:r l izc how
i|lportiur r pxn x flighr surge()n.
\\ho ncvc-f tfcxtcd nlc personxlly,
coultl conLil)ule so mrrch to nty
rYttl behg. no! only in Italy, but
elso llftv three vc.rs leter-. in rn1'

455th Bonb Gx)14)

For Your
Amusement:
.I)epression is merely xnger v,'ilh

. Drink ril she's cutc. blrl stop
betdre thc weclcling.



Bill Gemrnill
Vrites:

I iust recejvecl
I1lr Fall 98 (lefignola
Conncctionr it hn.l 1() l)e
fbNxrdcd to rne hele beceuse I
s'xs lax l)y not giving You my neN
adchess. :l-lut aclclrcss is rhe letter
head alrove, bur i t  fcquires just x
blt ot an exphnali()n.

Thc McAl len xd. l fess is actur l ly
r l\,hil Boxcs. Etc. tiLcilit\'. (lxrole
xnd I rctuilly livc ln Nlexi.o
rlx)LrL,15 rilcs ffonr anr:r.l:rlaixrx.
'lhe Xhil lloxcs folks h NjcAllen
recei\e lnsil fbf thcif clicrts ilr
(lennxl xncl South ,^mcrLcil. It is
piclriLgcd in i\4cAllen xnd serlr as
cr13o rc the nerfest rlrPr)rL scr\1ng
lhc iucra in \\tlch tlre client
l ivcs.. .  in ouf.xse, Lhe (]urdNl i i i rx
.r i rport .  Tbcfe, the krcr l  Nki l  Boxcs
crcw f i ( 'k up thc n l l ,  l ) f ins i t  hcfc
rncl  plLrcc i t  b or.r f  b(rr  -  +J02. ' lh is

wrv orrr  hiencls an(l  l )usin( 'ss xss(t
( ' iut ! :s.rn Lrsc fcgulxf  Ll .S. l ) ()srx:qc.
I  in l  (ncl( ]s ing ()ne ( t  {)uf  c:r l l in l l
crr f( ls rhxt \ ' i l l  g ive ,v()u t l )e 'N,ho1c

cncl l ihdr" xs Jrf  1rs (nrf  l ixxt i (nr is

' lhq i55th Nl( I l r l )crship ()slef
\ \ ' i rs:r  wclcomc 1l( l ( l i t ion lo ()r . rr
l ( l ( |ess l ists I  ln) lc thxt not o ly
ol ,v l lddrcss is lnc()f fecL (rny l lLr] t ) ,
l)ul so is rhiri of Chafles
oltarzewski (xf flctl()nrtely c:r11cd
'Nlurph" l )y r)ur ( ] lew - r?,bol)
coll.l l) rai t o u n L e ( )l lul::er.,.V rr. IIis
lrcLchcss nore the spel|ng ol his
nxrre is 1170 Liberty Lane,
callatin, TN 37066. \nhilc Iln rt
ir, Nlifuan tlel.l]rrg is the rvitlow of
Bob Bclding, bal l  tLrr fet  glrnner on
V'cs Powcll's .rre$,.

Bcsidcs "l\Ttll-ph' (engineef ()n
$i,'es crc\1' :rj] d flr, v'es' bom-
berclier). I wxs hrppy lo sec rhe
n:rmes tlill Hill, our tail gunncr,
xnd \'Iike Si()hlman, ()Lrr xssistirrl
cnliinccf irnd \!nist gunner. Seeing
Bill llill's n.llre bror.rght bar:k menr
ories oI 13 Scptcmbcr i9.1i s.hen
the cre\\, was shot do\\'n lbllo\!]ng
x lssion rr) Oclerral Ihc pirachut-
nrg crer, u,as sprea.l over quitc e
piccc of rcel estxte in Yug()slxvix,
and wcs rncl Bill $'cfc subsequent
ly @nsidere.l \4lA \\lile the rest of

the cre\\ retulocd to Rx . The t\'"(l
ln isslngcrew elnl)erscxpcriencccl
;l vcry clltterent en.l t() drel totus
ol clury thxn .Iid those who
rcftrrned t() .(mplete their nis

\ircs ancl l3ill i'ere "rescLred' by
r bdnd of Chctniks \\.ho \'-ere
openly collsbor.rtinla $ith ihc
(;emrxns, bul thc N{I pllot .rn.l tril
grirmer \vefe pfoterlecl by thc
Chctniks ancl xctu:r1ly lived iol scv
e|lll nlonths as membefs ot the
(lhetnik baDcl. r\s I rccxll- their
exper iences rvcrc cvcntu:rlly
Iecrxclecl in thc pirgcs of TINIE
m:Lgrizine lhc still ]i\.ing membeh
of tlre crew i1:lcl thcir hst rcunkrn
in lkrr.Lston xl Wes P(^\ell's holne
A pl inncd gxthef ing this pxsL
Seplcrlrbcf $xs bk)\\11 xv"x] l)y
lrulr icunc Ccofgc

Al ihoLrgh I  i rnr r  l l fL 'meml)er,  I
xnr cnclosjng lli5tl. I hopc chilclren
cLLn ( luul i l i  rs i rssoci i r tc nrenrbers
Tf $o, f le:rse Lrse $15 Lo l ist  ury
cL;rughter ' .  SLrsrn ( ;emnri l l  ( l )O. Bo-\
581, VolcrLno. TJT 9(), , -85),  jn Lhnr
cNpxci ly.  I l l ( r l$c usc rhc rcrrrr incler
in rr ly \ {u,v you l j r )d r lppmpfinlc.
Thc ( lcf ignol i  ( l ( )nnc( l ioD is r l
\'\'on(lefful \!,ry to licel) in touch,
dn(l I l(x)k fl)l\vifcl Lo ]t circ]r

Thrrnl is d nr i l l i ( rr  t i r r ' : r l1 your
()l)vious .llbr. Ii(L-p up thc grcrl

ll i11h t R. Gctnnti//

PS ,!1y e lD1lil rclclrcss is
genrl( l lagunr.r()n.mx. ls therc eny
chencc thrt _vou Inight tinct r(xrn t()
lisl e nnil rddrcsscs in 3 subse-

Ed-lfrou sel]d e .yotu'e ,]Iil
rrddftsses l'/l l, t hlish I hem !

The Sac Museum
I heve lexrnecl thxt x new

muscum rs tnrder devel()pment al
O1luft Air Forcc Rxsc, Omxha,
Nebftska. Ofiutt contimres to be
the headquaaers ibr thc U.S.
Strategkr (innflencL. they havc x
llnc buildinli xnd dre mxkings of
en inleresling mLrseunl. I under

srxnd thc sixff is rest{)dng a B 17
for displav. sonlcthing about olrf
R-24 ought to bc 3 pan of the
nllrseunl nL oflurt. It \--ould Lrc x
gross nlisLxke if ir Ncrc lclt orlt as r
\|i\{41 snxrelllc l)()nrl)er. |ol exem
plc, more R-2:is were l)Lrih (over
19.000) by dre U.S. thxn xnv ()rher
type airplinc bcibrc or since
WWll. Pcrl ps our l5th Aif Force
Associxtr(n should clo somcthifg. It
eny of you xgree that Lhe B 2.i
shoulcL bc inclr.rded, I suggest !'()Lr
c(ntxct yolu iroircl of Covernors
widr y()Lr sugltesrions ioci comnrit
ment o[ support ancL rveilxbil]tv of
itenrs vou would bc n'illing to give.

Growing
Old Is Ah
Art

(;()wing (t( ier isnt j l rs l  : r  | t lysi-
cxl  (hing l ts rn xrt  l i ) l ln t l ! : l t
cv(r fyonc nceals to lexrn. l , (" : r f  i , lg
l l lxt  l lc l l )s i  wl lole lot  Nhcn y(nr le
rrying Lo kccl)  yolr f  s irnh,v.  I fs t l r r t
s l()11-tcfnr olcruory t i rart  gcls rrs
(Jldies ronlirscd. So no lniflcr'
rvhx!.  l )e p() iscl  l rod bc gr3clorN
rnd kir1d.

Whxt  r l ( lc nre rhink of:r l l  r l r is
xl lx in 1s r  scnior ' r i r izen p ycf T
frrrc lrcf(rss th. orhcr d:ry, crllccl
'A I)rirvcl lof I-ilttcr Yclrs.' It's
hl)clccl ,  " f tLrhof unl inos-n'  so I
cxnl givc crcdit \\'hcrc cfedit is

I  g() ing l ()  give y()Lr Lhe
\\4rolL. privcr. Ilopefully ir \\''ill stir
up somc good rboughts ir rll of
Lrs Ihen I11 commcnt on plut of  i t .

lor.l, Thou kno$.csr thit T .lnr
gr()wng o1der.

Keep lne frorn becorring to.)
tlrlkarive, xnd pnrricul:rrl,v keep nre
Ii()rn llllinEl into rhe trresome hxbii
()f expressinll en opinion on cvcry

IteLexse e fft)ln Lhe crrvin!! t.r
stfaiglrten out everylxrlv's affeirs.
Kccp nry nlincl free flom the lecital
o[ end]css dctails. CIi\.C' rne $-ings
t() gel to tl]e pomt.

Ciive rne gruce. deef L()rcl, lo
listen Io orhcrs dcscribe their xches

(Conlinired on Page 16) 15



(Coniinued from Page 15)
ancl pains. I{clp mc enclure the
boreclom \\.ith petience .rn.l keep
my lips scxlcd. tor nry oqn aclres
and pains '.uc incrc]sing in number
and inrerNity, ancl tllc plcasure of
.lisclrssing thenl is l)ccoming sweet-
er as the yenh g() l )v.

'Texch n]e dle llloriolrs lcsson
thirt. o(:rsi()nxllv. I nrighl bc rDis
takco. I(ccp lne rexs()nxbly sweet. I
d() nol wish to Lrc ir siint (sxints
ar-e so hercl to live \\,ith). I)ut x sour
olcl person is the work oI thc dc\.il.

'NI:rke nle tlxrughtflrl. bui not
mooclyr helpful ,  l )Lrt  not pushyi
inclepen. lent,  yel  x l tc t()  Nc.cpi
\r i th gr irc iousncss fx\ol \  l l rx l  {) thels
wish to bcstow on Jnc,

"|icc lnc of thc noikrn thrl sirrr
ply bccausc I  hivc l ivcd x long
Lir)re 1xlr l  wiscr thin lhlrse \ \ f i ( )
hxve n()t  l ived so l ()ng.

" l f  I  do nol ip l)rovc of s(nnc () f

lhc chrrnges thLl l  l )x\ 'e Ll lke]r  phcc
in lcccnt yclrfs. give nrc tllc- !vjs-
door Lo liccp nry nior.rth shut,

'L()r(l llrows !h.rl w11( n (he encl
crrrnes lit nre I rvoLrld likc to hrtvc
r ffi(-n(l (n two lcli to c(nl)( lo l)r,v

Now, strftir'rl.i Dcnf the lx)rtbn),
I  wouldn' l  cxl l  i t  wiscknrr l ( )  kecp
ory nlouth shul llxrLrt sonrc of Lhe
chrnges in r'c.cc.r'rt yL.rrs rhxt I clis-

F()f inst:lnc(. thc al('str'uclianr
;rnd lxck oI respccl lbr ]ili- 3t rll
rges lncl cir-crurrstrnccs] thc rxpe ()f
our jLrLlicirl systclD: ruining orn
cnvrronmen! f()- the l)eneiit ol thc
rLnilthty doll.rfi giving dril.tren the
dghL to rlrkc inlporrxnr clc( isi(ms
l)ef()re dreir powcrs ol judgnlenr
heve nreturcc| nuking ,l high pef-
fimning ecolro|ry inorc inpi)rxnt
than justice fbr rll and peicc in our

I hxve no dor.rbt at all llnl
s(nne who havc not li\.ed as long
as I rfe [,isr.r thall I

I xm amxzed ancl hunlblccl
ilmost drily bv the inrelligcocc, rxl
cnt lrnd a(r)mplishflenls oI oL[
young people.

I do think, though, th:Lt hxving
llveLL longer th:rn thcv tl t rn]'
cxperlence xncL learning in thc
school of lurd knocks is s(meLllng
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that should be enterecl into thc
equation of how rc live a pro.luc
t i \e l i fc.

I likc thc palt in the prxver
\\41erc it s'.rys hclp .re to xccept
$ ilh gflciousncss rhe taF)rs ()thers
\\':rnl to beslo\\' o11 rlc.

I think so rnnnv (]1 Lrs olcLres xre
so used to glving tl 1 \\ c fhd it
hx(1 io receive. S(mretirncs $,c fccl
guilty rbor.rt receiving because *,c
.k)n t think wc hrvc cbne xn],dring
to e:lm Llre tavor.

Itec{)Itnizing xnrl rcccpting lhxt
we .rre jtetting :r little oldcf irrc rhc
first elenrents r)f pfrcticing lhc irt
of gfox.ing (tclef

Doing it with fjnesse is llre
seurl .)l sLrcccss. vith fin--sse \\'e
l)rn(Lle th€ xliing pfoccss slrillfullv
vc lcL dil)lolllllticNlly jn frxlrjng

' l l rose of us who Nfc bufdcnccl
wit l )  rel l l_\  l ) r( l  : rchcs i rrc l  plr lns
r. i l l  f in( l  i t  ( l l f i (Lr l r  1()  he rs ci l l ! ,
gcnlL( i rnd consid.:ntc ns the
ptiL_lcf isl$ r.ls rc D(.

\Vc l l  lurvc l ()  So l i r f thcf in ouf
pfnye$ rncl  rsk l i r l  cnclul l rncc lncl
r  nrcrrsrr |c <>l her l i r ' rg.  Our lai th $, i l l
l i l (c ly bc rcslcd, l )ul  even l i i l l1 c.ro
Qtow rtno nt4rufe \ \ lu l  1tgc,

Thc l)fxycf lLsks lhrL $,c l)c
l icpt fc lrsonl l l ) ly swcel,  becluse ir
sour- <-rl<1 pcr-st-rn is thc \\rcrii of the
clevi l .

we rl,ill find ()umclv.s rrrtrch
mo|e rcceptecl rnd rcspccrccl hy
younger li)lks if \\,r' try to bfing joy
ancl hepplness into olrr ir)d therr

A soul olcl grouch isnI xny ilrn
t() l ve rroLrnd cvcn once in
a\\4 Ie. Sniliug nur bc hxd to Lk)
s()metirnesj but ir surc hclps to

. I love defenseless animals, espe
cially in x g(x)d gLrvy.
. OK. s.r s.hat s dre speecl of dark?
. Tf yor.r choke a smurf, whet color
docs it turn?

Howard
Cooper'Writes-

\\t e.c plc.sc-cl rhxr this olg,rnizx
ti(nr is in c-\istcncc. lol as thc ycers
1r() l)\. dlose ol us who l ve sul
vi \e( l  nor o1i\  th.  !v i l .  but lhc
\.clrrs siDcc. I lulc locxtccl i ii-!v ol'
m1. crer i .  l tuL rrhers luve not been
loun(i  ' lhcr nrx) 'be gonc by no$-,
hut I  l icep tn ing

What Is
The
Winged
Boot
Emblem?

lirr . los( ld is a photrxrr l r l ,  of . t
wingc(l  l )oor crnbl$n I \ ' \ , (nc on
thc f ighl  skle of nr_v jx( l (cr.

I  hirvc r ' ro fccol l ( :ct ion ol  whir t
i( is or wh!, jr \\'as issrLccl to nla.

I  wirs the B(mrlurcl ier ()n Bi l l
n ich.rrcl 's crew. bxi led ()Lr l
I )ccenrl)er 17th l9 i : r  rexr Budlpest
Hun:txry evxded capLrre, sLrvecl
s'i1h the Russhn Afrl]),, g()1 t()
l luchxrest l l (nnxnix,  xn. l  eventLral ly
got brck t(r 7r3rd SrlLrlclrlrn in lxtc
lxnLr,rfy 19.i5, in.L .cxnplcrcd my
.J5 missi(xrs in April l9:r5.

I  rssulr le lhc etrr l ) le l t l  l  s
somethlng Lo rlo rvith evrdnrg cap-
ttll-e by the Gemuns. l)Lrt I cl()n L
k)oI\'. I xnr (nderlng x .lisplay cxse
liom i,leclxls of Anrericx. T wxnr to
rnchKlc rhc \\.in!iccl boor if it cin
be ldentifie.l.

An\'thnrg \()Lr cnn do to l(]lenlify
this enlblem \\11l be npprecixted

Ecl ]f 1()u f:Ln i.lentib. let H:rney
kno$' at 237 Cheswold Lane,
Haverford, PA 19041 or FAX 610-
a96-7146. E-'naill
lhhew@aol.com.

ReijfuLlfl Vessittg Stolen Jron the
Apllebn P()sl Crescehl

For Your
Amusement:
. Eagles nrxy so:rr, bu1 wersels
cloni gcr suckc(1 into jet enjlines.
. Iarl]' bird gcts lhc n'orm, lrut the
sec(nd nn)use gets d1e chccsc.
. I cLlivc wav too fast to worr)'
nboul cllolesterol.



&24LIbetatatToB,e
Displayed At
Arrieriian Air
Museum

Thc Anrerican Air N{uscum in
Ilritiin is sct lo :r.(luife e rarc
exxnplc of the femecl B 2.i
Lilrretor The Clons(ti.lrtecl B 24
Liberxt(r. ()Dcr- i coJnm()n sight itl
thc slt over wrrtilnc tsritain, \-"i11
colne to Dr.Lxft)r.l frclD the U.S. Alr
lorce Nl|$cur]r in exchange lor x
Spltfir€.

Thanks to a jlener()us clonation
()l $500,000 tiorn the lirKl Motol
Comp.rny, ancL thc support ()l lhc
XILLscum's F()Lrldinla irnd Sr$txining
l,Jcrnbcfs. tlre It 24 will sfdve xl
Duxldd lxtcr in Lhc,vcaf

This p:Lft i rLrLrf  eximplc of t l re
B 2, is in .  i lcr l  nee(l  () l  r ( 'sr(nx
Li(xl  work whiclr  is (x ix-cr( ' ( l  i { )
t r l ie tw(),vcufs. IJ(nl l rnrtely,
l )Uxf i /d is lh( honrc k) (n1e i) i  thc
lc\ \ '  fcsr()rut ion lxci lh ics in thc
world thd is crpxl) lc ol  thc c|at is
nrLLnshi l )  necclcd t()  bf i rrg t l tc
l . ibcfntof up r()  his l(n icxl l ) '$ :rcc(rf l tc

hr spr i |g l94a thefe wcfc
nr(ne B-2 is opcrxt ing f i ( ) ln l l r i l ish
brscs l l rxn in rny othcf fhcxlre oi
ol)(.r'.rriors. rhe nr:rj()rity sr-rving
with th. Scconcl Aif Division irl
I . rst  ,&rgl i . r ,"  $ic l  ' led lnt lurn,
Dirc.t.ir of l)uxfi)rd. 'wc hrvc
souglrt N R'2.1 fin nnn\' ycur's irncl
rlunks to Forcl lvkn(n ConDrny,
lhe LS. Air F.r[ce, xn(L llre
\'luscum's F()uncling ind Srblxining
N{crDbcrs \r4rr) hxve becl ovcl
wh(-]lringly gener()us elrd support-
lVL. Ot lllc Pf()lect, \\,e ain now Pre-
senr 'r itjng tfibute 1() the dlou
sands oI ts 2.i crenrlen who fbught
rnd die.l llying valiantly fl.()m
Rfrrish bases in thc Sccond \\t)rL.l
\\hf. The :rgreernent \\,ifi.hc U.S.
Air Force is an()ther exxmplc of dre
special rclrtionshjp bet$een Brilain
en.l the U.S '

when rhc B 2,1 Libernt{)r fi$t
flev,' in 1919, it $'r1s lhc most com
plicate.l and expensil-c eircratt ever
produced. It n'as dte liIst Anerican
heavy boolLrcr $'ith a trlcycle
undercerrixge. produccd in grexter

numbers then anv Arnerican xlrcrxft
beforc or since, xnd ttre nnjority
\\,ere buih bl'Ford.

Ar onc timc rhe Ford piant at
wlllow Rrur. N{ichigrn, nxs assem
trling a new B 2,i cvqr 53 nlinules.
The U-2,i':; slerdcr \1ing. lcleal for
cruising fl]glrt, combincd s-ith grext
Iucl cepxcity gave the bonlbe. lhe
grcitest range ()f ^ny lancl bxsed
xircrait of its clay

Hundreds of Libcretors flerv
r. i rh rhe l l .K. b.rsed U.S. Eighth Aif
lofcc." the lvliglrty Bighth, thc
hrgcst :rif sniking forre evcr corn-
|iticd ro blttle. Libcfttols ol the
lighth un.lert(x)k dxvllght l)ombhg
rxicls elongsidc U-17 I ' ly ing
F()rLresses in irussLvc finrn xti( nrs.
Liber:Lt()rs welc xlso px'ticuln y
Lrsctul in the P.rcillc wilf be.xuse ()f
the :Lircrr f t 's gre.t  l ingc.

' Ihe l - i l )e t()r  to bc icqr ircd by
Ar\\ '1,  sc xl  nLrmber / i1-5l2l f l .  is
rhought to hrLve l)een t l le last 1l-2a
flying rvj!11 tLrc tl.S. ,^ir Ii()fce. lt
\ . rxs reclcsjgnxtcl  rs in EZIJ-2'rM
ancl rviLs usecl lirr icc |csca|ch fly
ing, rr l tcr  wl) ich i l  $:rs fct i f ( l  ( )

Lr(kl.ind Aif lin(e lJrse in ltrxlrs
whclc ] t  has bccn () l1 displny sircal
I95()'Ihc Spitflrc bci g tfrded lor
the il-2i is 1r Nfurl( Vc, scfixl nunr-
bcr [,lAu6J, xcqlrifc'd in ^ustrLlir
Th. Spit t i le is cu ent ly undcf
rcstof iLt i ()n in rhe lJ.K. 1)el i l fc bcing
(insporr€cl  t (r  dre tJ.S. l t  wi l l  bc
displxvL'd l)y rhe ll.S. Air l'orcc
NftLscunr in l,lrlr Aif ]i)rcc rlur'hjngs
encl lbrnr psrt (rf a sec(mLl $'orlcl
\;xr in No(h -r$iici cxhibiti{)n

Li Fkrn the ([/icial Neu,slettct ol
the AnericLtn Au'Xl -\e 1h ill
Bnt.tin LdtnPai!:n Dtt:|ort1,
Lugldnd.

\A"
For Your \�9/
Amusement m
:lf^?illi:,f,'^"^ s
iJliiii;" iij'n,v her rriends?
. Televangelists: The Pro
Wrestlers of religion.
. When everything's coming

your way, you're in the wrong
lane.
. Ambition is a poor excuse for
not having enough sense to be
lazy.
. Give a man a free hand and
he ll run it all over you.
. Beauty is in the eye of the
beer  ho lder . . .
.24 hours in  a  day. . .24 beers
in a case... coincidence?
. Boycott shampoo! Demand
rear poo!
. lf everything seems to be
going well, you have obviously
overlooked something.
. When l'm not in my right mind,
my left mind gets pretty crowd-
ed.
. Everyone has a photographic
memory. Some don't have film.
. Who is General Failure and
why is he reading my hard
disk?
. What happens if you get
scared half to death twice?
. Energizer Bunny arrested,
charged with battery.
. I poured Spot remover on my
. l ^^  N l ^ r ^ ,  h6 rc  ^ ^n6

. I used to have an open mind
but my brains kept falling out.
. I couldn't repair your brakes,
so I made your horn louder.
. Shin: a device for finding furni-
ture in the dark.
. How do you tell when you run
out of invisible ink?
. Laughing stock: cattle with a
sense of humor.
. Why do psychics have to ask
you for your name?
. Wear short sleevesl Support
your right to bare armsl
. For Sale: Parachute. Only
used once, never opened, small
stain.
. Corduroy pillows:They're mak-
ing headlinesl
. Black holes are where God
divided by zero.
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Frorn Chadie Stark
Somctime ago, J()e

Cadwalacicr, our ball tulr'-et gufl-
nerj sent mc iln enhrged picture
of our crcw. -k)c hacl us ell sign
dris at the timc. It is our or-iliin:rl
crew except for Peter Derritri
u'ho was not flying because of
x leg injury. He was killed in a
crestr on Dec. 24, 1,944 ]n b.1d
weather on thc spur ()f I txly.
The rcst of the crew hacl clcpart
etl 1br home 6 weeks earlier.

PS-The dog's name was
Trucly. Inheritecl from prevbr.rs
tent dwellel-s. I brought hcr
h()fie with llre.

455thCrew
Members Liberated
From Roumania

Antliony Fogel sent yoLrr
cditor this pictLrre of 455th crew
nrenrbers, liberatecl fionr
Reurnania, and tal<cn aticl thcy
returned tc thc 455th Bornlr
Group. Anthony'$ Crew waij
shot clown M.iy 5, 194,1 befofc
dre bonb run by Mll-109's.
They were captLrled and he1.l
PO\,)f Lrntil liberation in
Septcnrbcr', 1!44. FIying back to
lhe,i55th wxs a l itt lc hairy, 2(r
Pow's cfamnlccl into a B 17,
without palachutcs.

Front row, L to B: Joe Cadwalader, Ball Turret Gunner; Jim Booth, TailTurret
Gunner:Vince Radelski, Waist Gunnet;Gil Ekstrom, wai6t Gunner: Hank
Lekan, Engineer; Bill Leonard, Radio operator.
Back Row, L to R: Hafty Ander,on, Pilot: Chuck Stark, Co-pilot; Johnny Gim,
Navigatoi Ray Douglas, Bombardter
Ahcraft 492. 740th Sod. Linda Ann and Herwee Wabbits

Standing L to R, 4lh ftom left, Glen Mensingerk Pilot: Boscoe Wilke6,
Navigator; Anthony Fogel, Bombardier.

English built this swimming pool in spring of 1945. Back of
743rd tent arca.
1 8
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RdertColkre
Writes

I am witinEt Yor.r
in hope of establishing I conncc
tion with my 15th Air Force GrouP
xs slrglicsled by Ben Franklin. 

'fhe

informtion I had wis all lost rmny
ye:Lrs ago in a tLxrdecl btscment. I
do hrve tllc end()sed crc\\' Ph(n()
Earaph. we wcrc a replacertrcnt
clc$. l i lnding at Ccrignoln, I
l )eLievc, on. lune 6, 19'14 The l(4)
r'{)w, leii to right, rre Lt. Ward.
(ixptxin Llritlin, Lt. Kruclacf 1nd
mysell T am ln) longel surc ot the
names ol the belence ol tbc cre*,.

Any inlbrmation yoLr crn plo-
vi(lc t() help |lc gct connected will
be vcry mlrch Npprccilrecl. It
wotrlcl be nrost c-\citing to jlet l�()) :r
lcunion () l  hr! ,c othcl  conixct.  I
l (n()u, I  sh()uld hrvc cionc this
solrrr  l in le rg(),  l )ut  l )ct tcr lxtc l l l in
nc\,ef. I thrnk y(]t| very lnuch kn'
\vhxicver :lssistancc yotr cxn givc

Al Asch Answers
l)erf  l l ( )b,

I t  is x l$.ys good f t)  hexr Ircnn
\7v/ll guys ol thc 455th. I (l(J hopc
y()u ioin ouI Associnl ion. I  hLLve
enclosed . finrn fol your Lrsc in

t(nnrng.
I .lmrly fememl)er Ciptuin

(;  f l ln 's crcw conrlng int()  the
740th xs a rcpl i lccorcnt.  ( i i f  wxs
thc tirsL Cxptdiu lvc fe.eived xnd
hc hxcl l{)ls (t llyin8 L-xpcrien(e
His:rnd Ll .  wxrci 's niulre xppcrars in
oLrr / i i5th l ) ist()r ]  lxx) l i ,  l )Lrt  nol
yo $. I k)wcv(r'. T $cltl.(hecl blrsic
sqrlrrclf()r1 fLic]()r(Ls rnd lbLrnd llris.
!lu! yrj 

 

were pr()nDlcd to lsl Ll.
in July.  194.{,  on Augusl 13, C:!pt.
Grillin' .fcw \\,enl L() C.rpfi Rcst
( , I rrp rof /  (rxys, . rncr /)n i ' r
Seplculhcr: Cxpr. (;rifiin lclt lbr sef-
vi(e wilh lhc 15th ,^.F
IIc.dqux ers. I  coulclnt  f incl  xny-
thinli c(nnbxt rcl1llccL but rh:ti is m)t
rrnusuel es rhe d.ily squldrnl

jourirls werc wdttcn by S-2 alrd
shoulcl heve lllld input fionr
Opcfrtkxls.

I rnr sencli[g n copy of dlis xnc]
y()ur lc(cf wjth pho()graph lC) Tonl
Rxnley, edircr of ollf news leltcr,
lor p()ssi l te pul) l jc iLt ion 1() see i f
othcrs () f  y()Lrr crc$. inr 'c st i l l  n l ive
nnd contn(lt yr)Lr,

lid- llob cxn be ftachcd it 727-
360-2560, 74oo sun rsland Dr.
So, Unit 403, So Pasadena, FL
337O7-4425 or e-mailt
dotybob@JuNo.com
dotybob@403 @aol.com

Squadron Artists At Work



,Sl

Front Row, Lto R: Jim Weeks, Ray Beauyais' Bob
Caldwe , Heh Cornell.
Back Row L to R: Jahn Muield, Bill Dis Brow UNK, Kenny

Fronl Raw L to R: lJnk; Phillips, Radio Operator: Emmons'
Nase Tutret Gunner; Unk;Hame|, BallTurret Gunner;
Wallzak, Tail Turret Gunner.
Back Row, L to R: Unk: Pearsan, Co'pilot; Baily, Ptlal;
Flynn, Navigator.

ftant Raw, L to R: Chestet Miller, Engineer; Danny
Raqus\y, Gunner Joseph Riinshi TatlTuttFt Gunnet:
Robci Hadt, Gunnet; Hatty McDoveI GLtnnPr Vrc@r
Eoaemever, Badio oPeQtot.
B"a:{ B;w, I rc R: A. Fogel. Bomoatder: R. WtlhPs
Navigatot G. Mensinger, Ca'Pilot;V Mcwilliams, Pilot

Fronl RoW L lo R:Wallet Burkhart, Gunner; Raberl
Woodwatd, Radia Operalor;Jahn Eldridge, Gunner; Nick
Maggio, Gunner;Jahn Dunhan, Engineet; Haffy Duprce,
Gunner.
Back Bow, Lto F: Douglas Brawn, Pilol;James Howarlh,
Co-pilat; Jahn Oxler, Navigalot: James Head Bombardter'

ltont Row L to R: Ben Aqnal!, Fnqneet; Datutitt Lightle.
Badio Oaerctat: Hentv Llles, Gunier; Slan TellicL Au"no':
Howard Coaper. Reai Turrel Cunncr: Janes Cotson
Gunner.
Bach Raw t to R: Wahet Perhawshi. Pilal:Olhe Schao Co
pitot: Heniy Hansen. Navgator: lred tBilll Vass
Bombardier
20

Grcund Crew on Omiakinbac - ldentities Unknawn



Front Row L to H: Ground Crew; Karney; Salvo Dog and
Schultz; Grcund crew Chief: Andetsan: Dakin; Caldwell;
Grcund crew,
Back Bow, L to R: Gtound crew: McMahon, Navigator:
Cahil, Bombatdier: Locatelli, Pilot; Ground crew.

Memories frcn Langley Field - L to R: Buchanan,
and Bulke at lhe Squadron Party.

They keep them flying!
Bob Betzinger and Ray Smith.

lf he says it's Arkansas Joe...lt's A*ansas Joe!
Lt. Unk.

Hat's off to the hardworking ground ctews. Unidentilied but still remembercd.
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455th B.G. Menaial ftee and Plaque at the Arlingtan Cemetery. The tree ts thriving anc! the plaque gets reviewed by
many visitors who sttoll alang Roosevelt Drive at the cemetety.

New Web Site
l'ou xfe invitecl k) visit the newest
s'ebiite thxt has s()mething f()r xll
velerxns of lire Ah Brtdes o\,cr
nL opc "{'s'q/.ploiestl.net

Are You Feeling
old?

I know c faw of you s'il1 be
able to relatc to thc fbllowinEi and
f ind i t  sad, bul  t rue.. .

Are yolr feeling old? lf nor,
consider dr is l

The people &'ho are stafling
collctic this fall across the nation
were born ln 1980.

They hrve no meaniflgful
recollcction of the Reagan eax,

The), lverc prepubescent when
22

dre Persixn (;Lrlf \\'1r'w:rs $,xged.
Blx(l( lvondxy 19i17 is :rs signil-

icint to thcnr rLs thc Clrcrl
Depressi()n.

'lheir liferime has rlu,ays
rnclude.l AII)S

Atx predxtes them. as ckr vinvl
elburrs.

The e\pression 'you s()Lrncl ljke
x lrroken record' mcans nothinjl i()
them.

'Ihey rnay hrve hexrcl of an 8
ireclt. but chances xre they pr()ba
bly heve re\.ef xctually seen or
hcard onc,

Thc Digital L)isc wis intro
duccd \\''hcn thcy $,crc 1 _vcrr old,

As far as they know. stimps
have always cost abolrt 32 cenB.

They hxve alwxys haci xn
tns\veflng maclrne.

Most have never seen x 'fV sel

with ori,v 13 ch-rnr)cls
'llhe_v $,c r(- born the yelu dlel

\vxlknren were inLroclucecl by
Son,v.

Thcy Mvc no i.lci whcn or
why Joralachc jc,rns \,ucrc cool.

Thcy rcvcr took a swiln end
droulaht ebout Jews.'Ihey ha\'e no idex what "an.l

my nxrne is Charlie. 'lhey work for

Thcy don't know thit "8 6 7 5
3 0 f is Jenny's phone number.

'Ihey don'1 knorv who [4ork
s'es or *here he rves from.

They never heard the ternr
"\irhere s the beef?

Do you feel olcl no\\.?
Rerncn )er, thL- pcoplc \\ho

clon t knorv fiese things $,ill be in
collcEie this ye.rr.

Dedrcatton of B-24 sculpturc aI the Ar Force Acadeny 600registercd fot the cercmany ancl many tourists attended



THE 455TH BOMB
GROUP IN COMBAf,
(a continuing series)

DECEMBER 1944
Mission 166, December 16 Thirty-
nine B-24's took olf to bomb the
Synthetic Oil Plant at Brux,
Gefmany. One aircraft broke its
landing gear on take off and was
forced to jetiison its bombs in the
Adriatic. lt then crash-landed at the
Gioia, ltaly airdrome. One other
aircraft returned early due to
engine trouble. Twenty-eight
B-24's dropped 60 tons ol 500#
RDX bombs on the primary target
by pathfinder method. One fl ight
leader could not open his bomb
bay doors so the whole fl ight
missed the bomb run. These air-
crafl dropped their bombs on any
target of opporiunity that they
could i ind. Flak at the target was
ntense but inaccurate so only one
plane received slight f lak damage.
All planes returned to base without
incident.

Mission 167, December 17 Thirty-
six B-24's took off to bomb the oil
refinery at Odertal, Germany- Two
airplanes returned early due to
gas leaks while 31 dropped their
bombs by pathfinder method.
Sixty-six tons of 500# RDX bornbs
were dropped on the primary 1ar-
get. Three aircraft dropped their
bombs on other targets since the
fl ight leader was out of position on
lhe bomb run. Flak at the target
was moderate and generally inac-
curate. One of our aircraft was lost
and was last seen about 5,000 ieet
below the formation with an englne
on fire. No chutes were observed
and ten crewmen were missing in
action. All other planes returned
sarery.

Mission 168, December 18 Thirty-
seven B-24's took off to bomb tar
gets in Germany- Three aifcraft
returned early and 31 dropped
74.5 tons of 500# RDX bombs on
a target of opportunity, the mar-
shall ing yards at Sopron. The
bombing was accomplished by
pathfinder method. No flak was

experienced in the target area or
en route to the target. All planes
returned to base safely.

Mission 169, December 20 Ot the
37 B-24's that took ofl to bomb the
Skoda Works at Pilsen, Germany
only 27 were able to drop their
bombs on ihe targei. The others,
because ol various troubles, were
not able to drop their bombs. The
Group dropped 66.5 tons on the
target by pathfinder method. The
bomb load for that day was 500#
RDX bornbs. Flak at the target was
slight and inaccurate. Despite this,
we lost six aircraft, five of them to
unexplained causes while one air-
cralt was seen to crash into a
mountain. Sixly-two crewmen were
missing in action. All oiher aircraft
returned to base.

Mission 170, December 25 lt was
Christmas Day and 28 B-24's took
off to bomb targets in Austria.
Weather conditions forced 12 air-
craft to return early and only 15
ailcraft bombed ihe third allernate,
Wels, Austria marshall ing yards.
The bornbing was done by visual
rnethods with just fair results. One
aircraft was missing and was not
seen after takeoff. Five aircralt
returned to other bases. Ten crew-
men were reported missing in
aclon.

Mission 171, December 26
Twenty-six B-24's dropped 50 tons
of 500# RDX bombs on the oil
refinery at Oswiescim, Germany.
Flak at the target was intense and
accurate. Three aircraft were miss-
ing. One was seen with a feath-
ered engine and heading toward
Russia, another was seen jettison-
ing equipment and it too was
heading east from the target area.
The other aircraft was reported to
have landed at the island of Vis.
Ihirty-three crewmen were repott-
ed missing in action. All other
crews returned to base.

Mission 172, December 27 fhe
weather was giving us a break and
we were able to get three days in
a row with favorable fiying weather.
We had 31 B-24's take ofi and
bomb the main marshall ing yards

at Graz, Austria. The Group
dropped 62.5 tons of 500# RDX
bombs on the target with fair
results as 35% of them fell within
1,000 feet of the aiming poinl.
Slight to moderate flak was experi-
enced at the target. All aircraft
returned to base wilh no casual-
ties.

Mission 173, December 28 This
was the fourth day in a row with
good ilying weather and we sent
28 B-24's to bomb the primary
targel, the oil refinery at Kolin,
Czechoslovakia. There was no flak
at the target and one en route. Al
planes returned to base safely, a
milk run for a change.

Mission 174, December 29
Twenty-six 8"24's took off to bomb
industrial targets in Austria. An 80-
mile an hour head wind over the
Alps caused the group to abandon
the primary target and they
bombed the third alternate target.
Fourteen B-24's dropped 30.75
tons on Rosenhiem marshall ing
yards. The other 12 aircraft
bombed the locornotive repair
shops at Udine. Flak at the target
was moderate and accurate, which
accounted for one aircraft being
lost. Another aircraft crash-landed
at Pianola, ltaly as it ran out oi
fuel. These cfewmen escaped seri-
ous injury. Nine crewmen were
reported missing in action.

The month of December was over
as far as missions were con-
cerned. lt was a month that saw
the Group fly several ditfereni
kinds of missions with two and
three single planes as well as
many pathfinder missions. The
Group flew a total of 16 missions
with 359 aircraft over the targets.
These aircraft dropped a total of
649.5 tons of bombs. We lost 15
aircraft with only four due to flak
and the other 11 due to other
causes. There were 111 crewmen
reported missing in action and 32
reported kil led ln action. December
was not a good month in that
regard. We were looking forward to
the new year as one that would
end the conflict.
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Squadron Members!

I ve bcen trylng l() help Dxve
]ladrie (Dave Bathie, Dalton
Farm, 140 Dalton Street, Sea
Cltff, NY 11579-1606) finci a
crcs- pictule of his dacl, blrt l() no
e!ai1. Dxve s clacl, T/SEII ̂lcxxncler
Bsthic wes a rneml)er oI thc 740!h
llcnnl) Sqlt,rdron Tf xny ()f yoLL
knew'l/Sgt Bithic, were x rnembcr
of his crew, or havc x (rew plnto
plexse lel mc, or Dxve kn()w. lhis
is x very ilnpoltirnt missirlil
lncrnoy t(n l)eve.

&1

Frank Hosimer
Writes-

Ajicr years of looking tor
my radio man, ivlarvin \Yi. Klrhn, I
tinalLv locetcd him :tbcrut e ycar
ago using drr.: jnternet. FIc had just
had x heart opcrxti()n enci sccmecl
to think he wis on thc' r()xd to
recovcry. He \\,ds excilcd ab()ul
being in touch $_ith the crcn' irncl
learning ebout our reunbns Ilc
erljoyel:l taihirg to l$() of Lhc cnlist
e'cl clerv rnetnbt-rs on 1he phonc'

He wrs livillg in Fl()rid.. I hir.l
occiLsi(nrs t(J l )c in Flolkia lhis

- l rnLra y so I .x l led to nl :rkc
lrflirnlacl:n(-nts t() vlsit ln(l knln.l hc

I hacl died May 17dr of heafl prob
lems. I wefll by anFa] xn.l talkecl
to lis wife ancl two slsters. I gave
his \\,ite sone photos ancl sh()wed
her thc latest Cerignol r Connection
xncl hrcl xn jnteresling visit.

You'll love San
Diego!

Thris dre site lor thc 1999
reLrnion. Thc werther is outstancl
ing. 'lhcrds a lot to see encl clo.
The fishing is grertl Staft plaoning
n()w to irticn(l - we're nol gcttinS
ln] 'vour]gc| rnci  *onl i t  be glcat
t() gct krgeliler (rrcc irgi1llf, ss.:rp

,virns nncl tell \\'.rr stofi(-s. They get
r)cl tcr i rs ume Plrsscs.

John Winter's
Crew-
Front Row, L to R: O'Neal
Woodard, Engineer; James
Nielson, Radio Operator;
Euoene Milzark. Armor; John
Heiry, Nose Turret Gunner;
Clvde Grant, Ball Turret
Gunner; Woodrow Beeler, Tail
Turret Gunner.

Back row, L to R: Ferdinand
(John) Winter, Pilot: Moses
Lane, Co-pilot; Conrad
Anderson, Navigator; James
Patrick, Bombardier.

455th Bomb Group Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 4043
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