
f

C E  R I G N O L A
C O N N E  C T I O N

455th Bomb Group Association Newsletter

Fr l l  1000  -  Ed i to r ,  To t r l  R i lmey ,  1211  N lon tc le i re  C t . ,  App le ton .  \ r I  511915  (920 )  731  2500

The Fighth lxcked tunge 1() .rttack
targds vitill to cermany. These
\,ele prinlI1ril,v oil ,rnd aircfatt tir-
Eaets. \!'e clcstroyccl thcm, ind
securcd clo]llilrncc of air. csscnti?11
fol oul victon. It is rimc this story
is tol . l .

The 455 U.G. Ass(x: ixt ions
primc objccti\(i is l(r plcseffc ouf
hislory ancl hcrit:rgc. I urge cvcrT-
onc wiihor.( clclav, to submit to l)r.
Anll)rosc. his contribr.rtion ol this
history. Dr. A1r)bfosc is ncilfing lhc
cn. l  () l  h is rcscafcb lbf  lh is b(x)k
rn(t  \ r , i l l  s(xnr l )c \ \ f i r ins i t .  s()
h u a  y .

I  ( t )s(ne. l  this t)rs l  N, leox)r i1r l
I )ry in ( i ) lunr l) ix l l issoui,  r t . r
ferLnion \v i lh m!-nr l)cfs ()1 Ihc r \ i f
l r ()r1cs t is.Lrpe .rn( l  Fl ! , rs i(Jn S(). ie ly.
' Ihc AIr l . l i iS mcnrl)efship c(msists r) l '
x i fnrcn wlx) e\ ' ; r ( le (r 'csc:rp! '  cxp-
lurc r f tcr bcirg l i ) (e( l  oLrt  int)
encr[y tcrrirory. ,\IEES purposc is
Lo acknorvledgc, r'ccognizc rntl
h()nor the civiLixns rvlro liskecl life
xncl pfoperty 1()) hL'lp thcse rifnren.
About drirry LleDers ettend each
rellni(m. Recent reuni()ns ll.lve
incluclecl a greerer number of
Ilelpers iioln lhc B3lkins. It' you
meer the :rb()ve requirenents and
\llsh to ioin A!'EES c()nlact
Membership Chairman Clalton
Davtd at 19 Oak Ridge Pond RD,
P,O. Box 9554, Hanntttal MO,
6340r"9554.

Youl office$ ale ar \-ork for
fie j{()up reunion in the new miL-
lenniuln. Plans tor the next reunlon
$'ill start soon, based on the mem
ber's votcs to sclcct thc rcunion
location. I welcomL' your icleas and
suggestions, ancl look IorwarcL ro
v{)ur supp()rt. }'ou can heve pri.le
in or-u organizalion.
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The 2oo1. 455th
Bomb Group
ASSOClatlon
Reunion WiIl be
Held at St. Louis

All rhe \otr-s hl1ve becn t3bl xi
c'cl rnd roLr llrve choscn St. LoLLis
i i ) f  lhe l ()c:r t iur r) l  our next
feLrnk)n. A L()tr l  oI  - i7 votcs \ \ ,crc
cast l ' l re i in: l l  c()Lrnr giYcs 27 votcs
(o 51 l . ()uis;  9 v() les i rr  the
() : rndo rfer j  l0 votrs )
\ l inn! lpol ls/St.  PxLrl : : l  Yolcs k)f
l l ( )usl(n i rnd 2 v(ncs l i ) f  1)crr ln)rr .

S() ()ur next fcuni()n $, i l l  bc
lrrk l  r i r  Sl .  l . ( )Lr is in (xr l ,v ()(1() l )( ' f
l r )() l  |hc 2001 Spf ing issue of lhc
( i r i g n ( ) L r  0 ) n n c c l i ( n r  u i l l  h r r r c  t h c
r.{ lLLire( l  rcgisnl l i (n rnc{ h() l€l
i ! )nl  rcscr 'v ir t iof  f i l f lns. ln :rddl
ri()n, dr(rc will bc i s.h('(Lulc ol'
l (x.Ll  s ight seeing uips thr l t  v()r l
nrxy w:urt t() sign up I(rr.

vi recelved severel letLers sLrlJ
gesring olhef pluces. or coflplein
inr xlxJur the siles thrt \\,ere chL)
scn H(JNever,  el though the srrgges-
t i ( ,ns xn( l  compl i ints rxy hrve
becn perlcctly valicL, $e could ol]ly
count votes for the locatioft rho
.en l)\' ()Lrr nlenlbers at the San
l) iego bi-xnnuxl f leet ing

At oLrr St.  Lr)Lr is reumon we * l l l
riiscuss severxl l{)cxti(ms fdf the
1003 rcunion, and then votc to
select the top live or six sites.
'lhese sites will be then presented
to the memltrshf for- a rtxe to
select lhe site of our 2003 rerrnion.

\\'e no$' have had rcunions on
both coasts and several in thc ccn
tral U.S. Expericnce has shoi,n thal
we have bigger turnolrls when the
reunl()n is held ]n the central U.S.,
so lcts mekc thc ncrl relrnion, ln
St. l-(ruis a great one. lhere ls sure

x lot ol thitlls ro scc encl do in sr.
I-ouis.

Sec ,voLr in St. Louis fof the
2001 reuni(D of the . i55th B{) h
lirouP.

From Your
President

Oncc xg:r in I  xnr pf iv i lcge. l  to
g|cct all mcmbcrs of the .i55th
l lcrr lb ClroUp Associet jon frnr i ly.
My \ \ , i lc l jofoihy.:urcL I  !1ish:r11 of
yorr r<xrci  or ' inrprrrvcd ircr l lh.  rnr l

Mrny cvcnrs l r | l rc l r l i rn plr .c
sirrc nry Lrsl  r()nirnunir :rLion
Aln()nj tst  thc nx)st notul) lc * ,xs t l )c
caccl lcnt fcsp()Dsc t()  ( ;us \vcn(l t  s
xncl  l l r ) ' �  xppdl,  l ( )  I rcrf  l i ( ) l r l  lhc
mc'fibcrs rvho hrd not r()flflruni-
crtcd wi lh thc xss()cix l i ( ) l l  for )e.rrs.
Thjs,  xnd rhc .hx gcs in the l i ie
lncnlbarship rcqLrircmc1lts, votc(l
arn rt dra hst rc.L|lrion, hrvc kcl
nrNny to b(.corrlc lifc lrrcl[bars lhis
plrst ycrr. It \u-�es my honor Io issuc
yorrr rnenbership crrcl end ccrtili

l\4enbefs of the 455th Bonll
Gloup ,{ssocietion hxvc rcccivcd ,r
request lfom Stephen Anbrose 1br
their personel Vbrld \X/ar Il experi
ences. 'fhis notable and respectecl
lrist()rixn is wdtlng x b(x)k xbout
dre Fifteenth Air Force xnd the B-
2.i. I understand the .155tb Bornl)
croup will represenr the Fifrecnth
Air Force and the fibera&rr in this
book. lhe tifteenth ancl the
I-iberator have stq)d, loo bng, in
the shado* of the Eighth At Force
ancl the ts 17 Thc Eilllrth ,1nd the
B 17 pleycd e llrcar role in thc \.1c
tory over the,{xis Honever, rve of
the Flfteenth ancl the l-iberatori
addcd in a signiflcent and tclling
way, to lhe Nazi clefert ln Europe.



455thE-lf:a'tr Roster
tse1()w is 1l listing ol e-llleil

xd.lress' of 455th members that
*'ere sent !() us lbr Publlcation in
dre Cedgnoi.t Connectkrn
*lndicxles x new lisling slncc last
orLbllshed in thc Cedgnola
ilor'rncction. If you n'int your e-
nr:il aclclrcss lnclutled in this rcster
pleasc sencl it to us:
455th Romb Group Assn, rnc.;
P.O. Box 40113
sierra vlsta AZ 85636-4043.

IIarry \x'. Arldcrson (7'i0). Sxn
,\nt(xrio, IX. Pomganny@aol.com

-lxck Bluor (711),  l . 'e\ \ 'Po| l  Rlcl tev.
F-1.. iblum 15677@aol.com
* Xlxr l in L. (Bud) Bfo\ l 'n,  (7 ' i l ) ,

Lxkc l'Llci(l. lil. ttarbud@htn.net

Rol)ert  ( i rLcl \ \ 'c l1 (74lst) .  Pfcsrotr
Vxl1et,  Z. rc7306@aol.com

Ho$'xrd l l (x)Pcf.  SLrton TslNl)d, Nt
howgladcoop@s/orldnet.att.net

l {{ t )cr1 (  t lob )  Col lel tc,  St.

dotybolt 1@iuno.corn
'  

.Jr rcs A. C(Jwrlcn. (7l l )
'l xsclr J(x)s1r, AL.. icowden@earth-
link.net

S{r i l l ix] l r  (  I l i l l )  ( i i r r1 (7r 1 ) ,
LilicNoocl, CO brcrim@aol.conr

Thc(Jclorc D.PPe (711 ),
Blo(nniDgk)l l ,  IN.
tdeppe@indiana.edu
(luf i js l l i l .s (710),  l ) rv lon. OI l .
curtis-diles@Prodigy.net

Pcul f l  L) i tchctt .  (7i2).  sr lcty
Hxrbof. fL. paul546@iuno.com

Bob Ernicl i  17 i1).  Brf t lc Cfeck MI
rfemlck@aol.com

J:rnles A. fcdewr (7r0). Drnlncllon,
FL. icfedeq.a@cs.com
\\/illixm B (;erlxrill (7'10). \'IcAllen,
TX. genrl@laguna.com.mx

Yrilii;rnr C. Grxles (742),

Jxckson\'llle, FI-
srgraves210@aol.co r

L()u Hxnscn (713). SPeocer, lA
lohansen@nwiowa.com

IIeney Hewit (7'i3), Iliverlbrcl, P ..
lhhew@aol.com

Thonus l- Kablack (712). Crown
Poinl ,  IN.
tecllrnarl@mail.icongf P.com
* Milton K1plen (743). Croton. NY.
mkaplin@bestweb.net

lrling Kinclern (7'i2). FarrDingt(n,
N,lN. e ingk@aol.com

Jadr L.ncxstef (7'i2). Cb|is. Nx'I.
mandj@ 3lefties.com
' Gcorge L. Lidcl lc (712).  - \Lrrr  City,
CA olgeorge@e32.net
'  Di\ ,e i lxthcs(n (7+2),  I Ixrnson.
r\i{ hatebugs@northarkansas.flet
' !'lc Mu x,v (7ri3), Long\\'ood, |L
dhmurray@mindspring.com

Rol)ert E Nci-beril (7rJ). \\rest L)es
l,lolnes, IA.
nelryTaces@home.cofr
( lhxr lc OlL.rrTL' \ !sL (7 r0),  ( ; r l l l i l l11,

TN. rnurphB24@aol.corn

Rol l tocL J. l 'c l ) in (7 r  l ) .  . l { )hfst()r1.
Itl. pep4400@aol.com

Jx(:k PhelPs ( l : r0).  l ) r l l : rs.  
' lX

87606@irinetcom.com

\i 'eslcv l \ )rc l l  (7/ i ( l ) .  Serr l ) f (x) l (  Tx.
wesjulia@gateway.rret

Sicl  Schoengol(1 ( f  l ( l ) ,  ! lon11)c.
'IvP. NJ harsidl@iuno.com

Cus l l  Sccl ' lLr lh ( l l -Z).  l .e l)rr1.)n.
()ll gus@go-concepts.com

\\ i l l l l  Slr .)srrLek (7+l) .  Dl ly l( ln,  ( l l l .

shirlystack@conrPuserve.com
(lhxr lcs Fl .  Sl3rk, (7io),  t ) i r rs l)Lrrg,
PA. Carchar@aol'com
(Df.)  Sl i f lev Vogelhng (7' i l ) ,

HoLrsl(xr, TX. stanvog@aol'com

FINAL FLIGHTS
I-()Lr Dolan, l /99
Capt3in, ?40th Squrdn)n

Ned fxul.,1./ lal2000
Lt. T iJrd Squ.rdron

Evercn B. cmnplcr, 1999
C/Nl Sgt., 7101h SqlL,tclfon

J.v ScotL Jr. 2/12/2000
Bomb.r(]1]er, 7:iIsl SquxcLron

\I,illi;LN c. Parker Jr.. 8/7,/99
Ex-PONr
Bombef.licf, f /r3rd StlLradron

RrvmoncL F. R()ot, 2000
7.t2ncl Squadron

Josepb Hunt. l./199')
7.10th Squsclrorr

go to the lovecl
$'iih rncl sTnPxdries
ones of oLn .155th

A Special Salute To
a G?and LadY!

Il _y()Lr nrcl Llcr or evcn lust
tr lkcd nr hcf on thc Plrooc,
llxrir)fic Riggs \'.rs I gtrrrcl laclv
She \vxs x lo\ ing \ ift xn(L molhcr.
xn rLc(.(nrplishc(l xriist xnd sc:r1lr
so1'ss. l ln( l  . l  l f rcnr l  l i ) l l ]xn\ '
I lNf(nic \xs r lccplr  rr tvr:rhecl  i t r
\  () [ lnterf  \ \ .nl i  l ln( l  l l rc
Pr(sbl  lcr isn \ \ tnn( ' rr  :  Ass(xrr l lon
()Lrf  hex(s g() ()ul  n) l i ( l  l l iggs r lotL
his l i r r i l ) .  Xlrr j , ) r jc f i l lc( l  i r  spcci l r l
phcc htr't- ,:'n !-rl h xnd shc \\'ill jn

T I r . r \ ( n  1 " r  l - . 1  t t . , l  . L  L t t ' c  ' , t

th:rnl i  uLL nrcrnhc|s ol  rh( i5; lh
\ \ , l lo cr lLcd, senl i l ( \ \ 'c ls,  (n $' fotc.

History, Is History!
'l l rc lNsl  i55th l l ( l  h is l() fy l ) (n)k

luLs l tc-n shippccl  n.)  nl(nc l rrc
rvlr iLr l ) le r t90 l )ool is \v|J( Pf i l r le( l
\ \ , i lh N "1)rcl l l i  cvcn'  c()st  An 1l( l ( l i_
r ion:r l  le| \Ln is n(n r  t i . ip lr lc( l  fhis
wrs n()t i feviscd ()f tlPclxtc(l ('.i1_

Lion lJLrt  u re-run () l  l l lc () f ig inxl

il80 b(xrks Ncfr- Priulccl ()n thc ti$l

Pfinting rrlaliing x L()t.rl (rf 1.170
h(!r l {s i I I  hxr lds (r f  t ] lcr l lbefs,  IeL:r_
t i !es. xncl  ccf lx in l i l ) rr ics.

t;fbiLrmlct\ rll nrernbers oi
rhc 15;dr RG rrc not lisle.l ill the

)11 cxll sccri()n \\ihlrl nxmes lisle.l
rarnc fiom oll o(lers Pxnrs, lrncl
nremor-v. No recor'd e\iskd of lhe
ovef i ,000 incl l \ , i .Lur ls ' rssigied t()
the i55rh xt one tirllc ()r lrlr()thcr.

Thinqs You Didn't
KnoW. . .
Americans on average eat 18
acres of pizza every day.

American Airl ines saved $40,000
in 1987 by eliminating one olive
from each salad served in iirst-
class.



Reunion of the
Vulgar Vultures
By: Susan Gemrnill
The men rcmind one an()ther they
hacl all bccn thinner then. young
and e:rger to scfl-c. Th(r laughter in
their thn)rts belely contains thc
menn)ry xii\e in their eyes.

They tf;uneci in Khakis in the brxve
Texis sun. tsill jokes about the
enclless clrills in tllc Scpia dcscrt
.J()e rec:rLLs nlesquite trees, barbs in
x-xitlng irnpiling an unwittinll
cxdet who climbed for a view ol'
enything but the sufloundiflg
blcal iness.

1l3ccs tightcn as officcrs talk tlreir
way back to Cadct gracluatioo, sil-
vcr wings and clccp brown lc.rther
fLilaht jackcts.

Irnint echoes (t raicls on Ploesti,
\ricnnx, T este, lnnsbruck ride ()n
thc cfcws voice$. Fenr stxll<s then
hfivcry (illics 11 spin in thc nosc,
rjhullles tlrrough !l'rc wais! hrlrshcs
l)y ltl1t in the uil.

Mil(e rescLres the b()nb.lralief bw
()n xir', oLrt ()n the calwalk. Iosin!{
oil, \Ves fiLLthefs nunlhef ()ne.
Mruph Corxcs the renlaininE{
engines ovcr lhc ^bs lhcn honlc.

ordefing anorhcr whiskcy, rhcy
soltlv rcmincl thcmsch'cs ol thosc
crrly dxys when ir was casy to be

L.l Stlsan Gemmill is urtting a
baok aitd the aborE submissiaft is
paft oJ ber introduction to tbe text.
vte are pleased to publisb it.

A Tid Bit From
Reid Peck

I Ye never seen mentioned thet pafi
()f lhe 4551h trained ar Scots Bluff,

Nebmska. Maybe you could men-

rion lhis in the Cerignola

Connection and get some response.

[fH#'n*u.l
I xm wriring in ltlulf of my

lather l)allas v. Cramer v"ho was a
ficmber of the 7,i2nd. He rlas a
waist Eaunner, On a mission on Aug
17, 1944, his planc \!as shol doin
()ver Romania aftel a bolr]biog run
()n lrloesti.

After parxchuting from his
burninEl plxnc, in which he
rcceivecl severe bLrrns on his hands
end face. he hndecl i top r farm
house which r-as being used as a
fiel.l HQ. He wrs imnedixlely cap
tured rncl renained a IrOV Lrntil
the encl of the war.

Ilc is on your mailing list and
rcceives your ncwslctter eod hc
rccently purcl secl a l)cnlb group
hisbry. lle was extrclnely plqrscd
wilh it's preparation nncl conteot, I
rLso w:ls imprcsseci. I am nn Air
f{)rce velerdn, ilxving spent 2/1
ycars in thc scn,icc ot my cor.rntry.
I :1rI a Victndrr :ucl l)cscl't Slornl
veleran. \{/llco I look bLlck on thc
hist<.rry ancl stories of the 455th it
nrakes nre proucl ()f my Dxd :rncl
his cont l ibut i ()nr xnd sxcf i f ices lhal
Ile nracle as n meDrber of the Arnl),
Air (i)rps.

Thxnk you for nll the efli)rts
you havc put fbdl to Lrrjn€! lbrth
1he achievements of tire 155dr
B(nb Grcup. I wish yolr conlinued

American GI
Honored

The House ol Representatives
unanimously passed x rcsolution
proposcd by Rcp Robin Ileycs (R
N.C.) naming dre American GI thc
'Person ()f the Century."

"The spirh of the American GI
soldiet sailor, airman, and mxdne
that can do spirit is irhy wc

honor today the Arnerican GI as
the cilizen of the century," said
Hxyes.

A porlbn of the !e)$ of H. Con.
Res, 282 reads, "whcreas in large
measure drLe to the hercic efforts

of thc Arerican GI, m()re people
around thc \e'orld cnioy the bene'
fits of freeclom at Ihe end of rhc
20th century than xl any other time
in history.

Roland Pepin Still
Looking for a Crew
Picture
lf it stdkes a hot button please Let
Roland knor\. at- 7 Red O,U( Dftve
RI 02919 or e-mail
pep4400@aol,com. The only cre\\,
nanes he is posilive of are:
l,il( )t 11. Barnhill lexes
Co-Pik)t I-1. H:rseletl Ohio
Nevigator Lt. Pepin RI
Bombiudier Lt. Dunciln PA
Raclio Operatol Slit Nlorello XIA

There's Alwavs
I rme Tor
Humor

Having gotten all of
her children off to school, the
young mother proceeded to clean
her house from top to bottom.
About 2 p.m. she was ready to cof
lapse, so she poured hersell a
double bourbon, downed it in one
gulp and relaxed on the l iving
room sofa. At 2:45 p.m., her 6-
year-old daughter was the first to
return from school. She ran into
the house, threw her arms around
her reclining mother and gave her
a big kiss, but immediately leaned
back and exclaimed,
"l\,4other...you're wearing Daddy's
perfume.

More Thinos You
Didn't Knoi,v...
Some lions mate over 50 times a
day

The ant always ialls over on its
right side when intoxicated.

The words racecar and kayak are
the same whether they are read
lett to right or right to left.



OUR CREWS

Front Row L to R: S/Sgt Liddle, T/Sgt Rasa, S/Sgt
Theadore, S/SqI Haey, T/Sgt Behn, S/Sgt Murray.
Secand Rov L to R: F/O Donelon, Lt Naler, Lt Drummond,
Lt Leonhard.

Frant Row L to R: Matlin Maurer (pilot), Harold Tigetl (co-
pilot) Verle Caple (navigator), Bill Freiheil (bombardier)
Back Bow L to R: Joe Ferbanis (flt. engineer), Ray Chlan
(Adio ap), John Vojko (gunne), Chales Gulley (assistant
flt. engr.), Earnest Olsowsky (gunner, Henry Everhaft (gun-

Youngest Age-
Shooter lli R*:5r[E;'rqdiiirl'' *Xht,'S:n"n is st'r

'wcxdler pe'm jrting, linrnetl
Lcclbcr lcr of  . incks(nr, ' lenn.,  pl . rys
g() l f  f ivc or six t imcs u \ ,ucck. r id ing
in (he sunrner rn( l  wrlk inl t  in lhe
wintef. Lc(lhelter shot his xgc, 63,
on Sepr 24, 198u, r t  thc 6,099 ydrci
I-fur l)()1!ll, 'lenn Coll r]lcl CountrJ
CIlb. He's still ln llrefc' s\\ ingin€l
xncl Nt 76 still shoots xrouncl 80,
plus or | i l )Lrs.  Enrnreft  is a, i55dr

Roger Caple'Writes-

I n()led lvith inrercst
the ston by A1 Cfitch in rhc idll
1999 isslre l)f dre Ceiftnol,r
Clonnecti()n. He staled thrt hc $'!1s
:r mernbef of Cxpt. clifTor.l
NorElerd s crew ihar rvxs shot clarlvrl
over Rum.uie on April 21, 19.11
nhile fl1,i|rg the B 2.i 'Thc CapriLnr
ancl his kids: I was dre nxvillrtor of
rhe cfe$.that pickel Lrp dis plioc
ir Mitchell Flel.l. New York xnd
llew it to Cefignolx vix the South
Arnerica Nonh Aliica route, xrdv
lng ar San Ciovrnni Field on April
1.1. l9:i,i. OLrr pilor wxs N{irtin
\'laurer. Llpon aniving there we
were dssigned to drc 7ri3rd
4

wirs :rurrc (hat it hxcl l)een slx)l
d(rwn 1\r1 cl idn' t  fcnrcrnbel that i t
wns just onc wcck ilrer wc hltcl
rrTjvccl there. ll' lrnyonc ltot r pk'
LL[c ol il l)ef{r'e i! n]et its cloonl, I
$/ould xppfccirLe fcccivinlt r copy
oi i l .

'lfc $efe lxlef rssi.rlneal our
(^vn phnc which we n:rmccl " lhe
Piecemrker end I Icr Tcn Aicls. '
vhen l leii rhc 'i55th in July 194,1
it wxs still flying rDissjons. ShouLd
rnvone know ol irs illte afief I lefi.
i \\{)Lrlcl rlso rpprcciite feceivirl,l
rher inl inmlt i (n.

2652 r:il
Ltrlgt.,ieu, \YA 986i2

POW's Come
Forward!

Fro.r time to tlme y()ur eclitor
has requcsrccl 155th nrembers \\ho
were IrOVj s to subnit sories ti)
the C--rignole Connection Thcse
shor-rlcl lt on the liglrtcr siclc. T.)
date l-e ve hrcl no coveragc on
thcse experlences of ri55dr IrO\'s
l'm surc this s.ould be ()f intefest
to all ol|l. reac]ers. Send yours to
thc eddress on the mxsl head.

llcrDcnll)cf thc Ccfignola
Connccli(nr ar'ticlc Lrbout dlc hor.rsc
thr!  John l)ui l l  in lhly,  (D birsc,
dlrfing ouf slly drefc. lteccivccl :r
lcrrcr frr)rrr.J(fi n, c()nplcle wi(h
pictufes, of  LLl l  the bLri ld ing projects

Jolm hl}s conrplerecl curfently. xnd

.l()hn his jusl r'ccor'dccl 89 yerfs
cuess l d bettef gd lll,v rool kit out.

Rules to Live By-
1. Follow your dfeaml Unless it 's
the one where you're at work ln
your underwear during a i ire dri l .
2. Always take time to stop and

smell the roses and sooner or
later, you'l l  inhale a bee.
3. Do not walk behind me, for I
may not lead. Do not wa k ahead
of me, for I may not follow. Do not
walk beside me, ether. Just leave
me alone.
4. lf you don't l ike my driving,

don't call anyone. Just take anolh-
er road. That's why the highway
departrnent made so many of
Inem.



Your Help ls Needed!
Georye Folk is loaking far membets of his 713rd Squadran
crcw lf yau can identit'y any of them let Gearge know at:
2os Pine St., Bambatg, SC 29003-1428. Gearye flew as
a belly turret gunnet.

Georce Falk being congratulated and awarded the DFC by
Lt. Calanel Wilian Snowden, 455th Group Commander.

The Lost Crew Member
I fr .ei lc r) l rnv r(qu( 's ls l ()  hclp f jnd r l issir lg cfe\\
nrc,nr lr t ' r 's ()ccrrsioD;r l l !  I  rnr l in lunr lc,  l )LrL rr l ()st  () l  L l l (
l iurr  rLn5Lr(\ ' ( 'ssl 'Lr l .  \ ( ! f  v er( fy issut \ \c\ .(  pul) l is l )ccJ
: | n  l p p ( : l l  l i ) r  r n )  l r r 1 P  l o r r  c u n  i i i \ r  l l  \ 1 ) u  . r r n  i l
\  ( ) u l d  l ) r  i r l ) J ) r \  i i I ( ( 1 .

Photos, Too!
l.()st  () f  rr issirrg . f ( ' \ \ '  Pi( l rLrcs . : rn t  l ) r  r( t ) l iLrcr l .  l i  y()Lr
crrn hclP r 'e-.o|cI  rL missirrg l ) l r () l ( ) .  r 'oLL l l  h: tve onc
l l i rpP\ afc\v nrr.r)ef

This picture keeps haunting me. ]f you
crcw members - and squadron let me

They stil keep caning ta see the "The Dragon and His Tail!"



From Waiter
Heidmous

Dale 17 Aprll 1915 my 20th
mission wake up 06.i5 briet
0745 - tdke ofl 1000 - txrget Troop
Concennation ncar ]lol()gn3, Ita[y -

Group Missi()n +246
IJilor Lt. liobe ,A.. Ilclbig
Co pilot Lt. MlrLin SchF-xb
Nav - Lt. Dd Keafner
ilngincer - Sgt. John wncle
Gunncrs - Sgt. Geffy Crxhorn, SEat.
(lhxfles Van l)(nen, S!it, Vh. "Bill'

Hess, SEat. Cieorge VinklcJnan, S!lt.

llofibxrclicr - Lt. \V.rllel Ilci.lnn)us
F.verylhinil $-cnt figllt oD schecl

rule inclucling into 3nd otT the tirget
until oLu enlllneel gunner slr() s
|esponsibility rvrs lo chccli the
b(nl lb biy xf ier l rouths tc leaseci,
anrrr>urct-cl  lh: l t  l l )ere wcrc threc
b(nnbs hLrng up in thc bonrb l )xy. I
i rnmcdj l r tely cr.rNlecl  l i (nn luy posi-
l i ( )n in thc nose to the b(nnl)  biy
(krcr incl  sxw t l re t lncc l )onl l )s.
' lhey wcfc in the l ' | (nrt  r ighl  l ) (nlrh
bny. A quicl i  rssess rcnt p() inlcd
olr t  that the d)rcc b(nnl)s wuc l(x l
jLrr)rnecl finning n pyrirnrid rnd thc
pfopcl lefs werc gone htnn thc
nnsc l i rses xnd lhr-  l l ln l ing wifc lor
the t i i l  f i$cs werc r l l  orr t  indicxt ing
the tlrr-ec' l)(r]]bs wefe .IlDc(l irrrcl
chngcf()us. Rcrr l iz ing thrt  xny
bunrping () i  xnyonc (r f  the thfce
ros(' iirses nrcint (lrxnl lor -^./C

I :rlh,ised thc pilor t{) hll out r)f
ft)rnnticD xnd erphined the sittri
tlon. Slxruld the b(ml)s brc.rli l(x)s€'
rlrd x flLse is bumpe(l h wili clclo-
mrc in the bxy or clircclly belo\\'
dlc A/(l becxusc the bombs rnounl
velocity is eqlral to thc A/C s
speed. Y/e heve dle lbllownrg
ch()ices. Prrt dre A/C on rLuto-pild,
dLrmping iucl fiom a point of lxnlL
south of dre bomb lirc luilh e
heading pointe.l to drc nri.l Adriitic
Sea and abendon the A/C. C)r' I cen
xttempt to rcmove the {uscs \\'ith
our aclivxdnEi xny ()f the fuscs, then
\\''e ll trlr to cLislodge the jam.

I explained thc choices to lhe
crew end the fact dr3t I'm right
hanclecL and wili have to rcmove
Ihe nose fuses left handed. By
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removing the nose fuses I l!_as cer_
txin we can dvoicl bxillng out and
srve the A/C. But the decision $?s
rhels ilone t() bail out or s*eat il
olrt. M)' vote was to rcmove the
fuses, dlc plld's xnd Nav. also
agreed to stxy with lhe ,VC an.l
finxlly the grinners xgreecl to sta-r.
This vote {)f coniidcnce by thc
crc$. lifte.l my ego end I knew I
hacl to bc rijlhl in oly assessrrte1]ls.

Becrusc T hx.l k) reich s() frr
do$n inb the b.l)', lower than the
catwalk xn.l no chutc xn.l th€
incoovcnience ()f thc wxlk xro|I1rd
ol botile :rttached to my chest. I
necclccl someone to hol.l me ])ack
whilc I feiLched fol thc nose fuscs.
The engiDccr irnd a wrist [lurner
vohlntceled to 3ssist nre rncl stsa)
conlc r!t() the b:ry with()Lrt chLrk-s
ind Oz b()ttLes iln(1 hclcl trte b,v nry
chrLtc hrlness whilc I fenr(^,ccl lhe
fuscs. ThrLnli (l()d lhc ilnrsment
crcrv lucl the fls€s lund tigllt rtlld T
wi$ ablc to lcDrove lhcrn lcfi hrn(l_
ccl witlr no clli)1t. Once lhc llose
{irscs $'erc fcrnovcci I tllen
renovccl the tni l  l i rscs Ai l  lhc iuscs
rve|c lhrcxvrl dedr ()l lhc A/(j. By
this liLDc w(: \'crc (^,er lhc  clfixlic
rnd :rt r iowcr :Lltillr(le, Now $'c
clrn snfely. t t r lc l (  drc probLcnr i ) f
g. t t ing (he !)onrbs i ()  rm-j i r ) l  xnd
l l l l  out.  Bul,  lh is $c c()ulcln t  do.
' lhe weight oi  r l re l ) .nnl)s s:rs t(x)
murch iil thc xrl()unL ol lcvcr'xlle
n'c coulcl rpply. I sugltestc.l k) the
pi lot  rc pLrLL r higlr  spc.cl  str l l
clllsing ncgrrive "(;ees no sllc-
ccss So thc only opli(n lcit \\'ils lo
secure rhe lxJrrrl)s io dre A/c in
case they unlocLgecl in linding L
usecl alL thc arr)ring \\,ires 3nd
hcater cords rncl tie.l the bombs t()
the b()ml) sll|rcldes Since I coulcln l
lcich the lx)rll) lLtggs, I harncssccl
drc iins. Theo|i', i1 the lxnLling
sholrld clisbclJte dle jam the bombs
$ould dangle verticaLly in the l)xy
likc te;Lr clrops.

Srnce we fell out of the lorme
tion clcclaring rn eorcrliency, we
&ere htc in retuning xncl .equesl
ecl () land last declxdng 3Il emer
gency with lose bombs in the
bomb bay. The to.&'er acknos'l
eclEled our request xnd alertecl thc
crash crew to stancl by. The pil()t

grcased in lhe ]anding, the bcrnbs
dicln t cven quiver

To my surprlse notjody carne
to see thc three l(x)se bombs and
my hancly worlr. An()ther dat
|1lnother dollir. (missk)n)

Since bomb Lrehxl-ior r'.rs filv
responsibility, I could never hrve
:rcconlplished the renloval ot dre
flrses end the t]'ing do$'n of the
b()nbs without the c() (4)cretion
rncl essistrnce of sgt's J()hn vhdc
(cleccasccl) xnd Geffy clrahxrn
(Nlejor rct) s-ho heLd onto nlc
n'lile I lt-:rn,:d .l().r'"n into thc loi,'c'r
level 0I thc bomb b:ry. wrthout
their :rssistiuce \\-e woulcl htvc hecl
i(r xl)lncl()n thc A/C.

Their effrrrts wcrc xbove rn.l
bcyon(l ...1 I wls lifrtcii, to h:rve
l)r . l  thcrr : r l ) ()xfd lhrnk you -

I \e ocrcf f ing()t tcn Ll l r t  f idc.

lt;alk'r N. I Ici.lttt.rts

The Last Crew of
the 455th To Leave
North Africa
Reid B. Peck

1)ue l()a n l l t rncl i ()ninl l
enginc, l )LLn Neunrlns l .enkin'
Dercorl cfew rc-lniinr(l xl
l ) jecl iedr.  Tu,r is ix,  xt ief  thc fcst of
thc'group ll.rcl lcii ti' lLxl!. Sflirh
t i rne weighing hcr\ , \ ' ( )n () tLr h^nds,
f fc Llecidcd to g() bLrzr inl l  i )D.r ln '
ncxt t() lxst ch,v th"_r'e. Alltr scrcrill
hours () f  enjol ing l )xn s l i \ , ( )r i l t

P:rsr i rnc, \ \ 'e rctumcd lo lhe l ie l : l
nhe|e enothcr 'grrrup lncl  Nr r ivecl
cirPr:Lin Neumin ']rrLle x \iery low
lcvel xppr()rch n) rhc tenL rrea
\,"i)cre :L hfgr nunrber' of pelsonncl
\\,.rc mceting. Thcv .r)u11]1n1 se('
our rpprour h rnd rnosr of then lit
the groLrnd nten \\ c prsse(l over.
CrLptxin NcLlmLn benked arc-runtl
rrkir x P-Js rn.l \\'!' touchecj .lo\\'1l.
Neecllcss i() sx\,, thcrc \'es a jeep
\\.airing ]t ihe hxfd slencl. An ()fti-

cer Lolcl Ncuman tllxL the C.O.
q-anre(L ro sc(' him. 'l he Capt. $.as
toid in so rnany n'or-cls rvhat \r'r:rttlci
lnppen if thal $'cr hapPenecl
agrilr. The nexl nrornlnl{ was ()ur

schecllrled dcp.l1ure,f()r Ital)'. we



r

all hecl tlle snme idea in min.l,
which was "Should we or shoulcln t
\ve." well it was unanirnous we
should so Ncuman procccded t(l
buzz agaln. So our flight to ltaly
wxs :rnti clirnactic. But drc neil 7
1/2 monlhs $.es n()tl

Tr:r*:rrd thc latter days of our
srir jn l)jedsich uilh x few cre\,"'s
relrl:lmrng, r young Doy \!as seen
.:(nninga out of one of the occupied
tents :ind run towxrds the ncadry
llills Sererul of us, including Andy
Oven ( \\'hose tcnt dre kid wxs secn
!-\ i ! ing) fol lowcd him. There rves a
snrall tent city of gypsy like
nonradic peoplc there. ()n oLrr
rpproach the hercl rnan canre oul
t()  nleet us, Of colr$e we couldn' t
un. lelstxnd hi ln,  n(n hi  

 

us, but
finxlly Andy Jn.rde his point whcn
he pulled out his "15 xnd shot
between thc olcl Jn:rns legs. Thl
soon pr<xluccc1 the l)oy xnd AncLy's
l)illfbld. v'e thcn to()li the lx)y irlto
thc lown (nr(ne likc ir cross-ri)itd)
t()  thc pol icc slxt ion. whdt hal)-
pencd Lrlicr thnr, I nLivcr lincw.

C)n onc olisrii(nl t() Lhe Ljdinc
rrca we lr.rrnccl x tjghf letl xliel
dropping ouf l i igs. Thrt 's when I ,
in t l rc bnl l  !u cL, l rcrfc l  x .50 cr l
.hrt tcdng. l l  wis Lcdbctter i  lhe
(lp rur'fet. I sricl "\vhal's up?' He
sricl "I In just str'.Lfing.' I had nevef
r'ealizecl that thc trlr tLLffc( dicln't
ofien see whxt w3s g()ing ()n
bel()w. wc wcfe xt ()Lrr usurl xlti
tutle of 20,000 lt.

Lost Records in the
1973 St. Louis Fire

The wisc()nsin Dcpirtmcnt oi
Vctcrxns Affairs llas providcd the
Iollowing inforrneliofi to assisl
those vcterxns nh()se recoftis wcre
l()st in rcconstnrcting their hle.

'fhe Nrlional Archlves xnd
Rccords AcLninismtion is thc otll-
cil1l dcposirory f()r recorcls oI mili
tarv pcrsonnel separated from thc
Unitecl Stxtcs Air Force, Const
cuxrd, trlari[c Corps anci the Navy
The lecords arc housed in thee
locations: The National Archives in
'Washington. DC., and the
Vashington National Recorcls

Ccnter ifl SLddand, MD., and the
National ltec()rds Centcr (NPltC) in
St.  Louis,  MO.

The NPRC contains records per
tainin!! to:
. lj.s. Arm)'officers separarcd after

lr.rne J0, 1917. ancl enlisted dmy
personnel separated efter Octobcr
1912.
. LLS. An F()rce ollicers ancl enlist
ecl pcrsonnel separutecl aficr
Seplember 191+7.
. U.S. Naval ofllccrs sepxr'atecl aficr
1902i ancl n:rval enlistccl pers()nnel
separatcd efter 1885. U.S. Mxrnre
Colps ofllcers separxlecl iltcr 1895,
'rnd cnlisted pers(nnel scpirate.l
x l lcr  1904.
IJ S. Coast Cuarcl officers separatccl
afier 1928, incl cnlistcd pers(nnel
scpar':rtetl efler 1914. Civilixn
cn4;loyees of preclccl-ssor :Lgencies
(Rcvenr-re CLr(er Scrvicc. T.ltc-
S:rving Sen,lce ancl Lighthouse
scrvicc) of dre L .S. Co.rst Ciu:l|d
frorn 1864-1919.

A fife .rt NPRC in Sr l,()Lris or'l
July 12, 1973, clcs(r-oycd lrboLrl  80
percent of the lccor( ls of Arnry pef-
sonncl clisdr:rrged l)etwcco
N(^,corbcr l ,  l9 l2 nnciJinurry l ,
1960.

Al)()rl 75 pcrcent ()f lhe rccofds
ti)r Ai! forcc personnel with s!u-
nanres froul 'Ilubbxfd' thr)ugh '2"

dischdEed l)eLwcen Scptc ber 25,
l9: i7. rndJx u.lry l ,  1964, wcre

It is hxrcl t() .lelelnrine cxictly
whxt wrs lost in the fire. bccxuse
tllere wcrc no irdices to thL' bhl(s
()f fec()fcLs involved. The records
wcre Nerely Iiles in xlphxbeticnl
ortler lbr the tirllo$'ing groups.
. \Vorlcl \X7ar Ii

Ar y; November 1. 1912
Septcmber 7, 1939

. Wofl.l War IIi
Armyi Septcinbcr 8. 1939 -
Decernl)er 31, 1946

. Post \forld \xrar III
Almyr Januxly | . 19.i7 -
December 31, 1959
Air Folce: Sep|embcr 25, 19.i7 -
December 31, 1961

llissions ()f records, espccixlly
nedical rccords, had been \\,ith
dr.i\,"n from all three groups ancl
loaned to the Depaltlnent of

Vetenns Affairs (\A) prior to the
fire. In fact that ones records,Lre
not in NPRC filcs al x particulsr
dme does not mean were
clestroyed in the firc.

If a veterln is :rdvised that his
or her rccords m:ry havc bcen lost
in the Iirc, he or she may scnd
phoiocopics of xny clocumelts thcy
possess t() the NPRC, particularly
scparatk)n clocumcnts, The :t.ldress
is National Personnel Record-s
Center, Mllltary Perso1|nel
Records, 9700 Page Blvd., St.
Louls, Mo 63132-5100 This
enNltcs the NPRC Lo rccstablish
Iilcs by x.lding dlosc documents k)
thc colnpurerizecl inclcx and tlling
thern pcrmunently

In ilre elcot a vctcr:rn cl()es not
hrve any recortls io his or her pos
scssion, the esseotixl mjlitxry seF
vicc clxt:r mxy be ivail.rble ti.rfi rt
nurDbcf ()f rhelnirte sor.uccs.
. Thc clcpnrtrnent ol \ttcrxns
Allxirs (VA) firaintrlins rLrcolds on
vetenns whosc rnilitary re(orcls
I\-erc' afflctcd l)y thc tlre if the
vclcrLn of l l)enelic:irrv tlLccl :l
c l i r i r )r  pf iof  lo.JLr ly 1973.
. ScNicc infbmrafi()n rDry tllso bc
t i )Lr ' rc l  in vrr ior.rs l ( jnds of ' ()rgrr i
zxti(nral' rccorcLs sudr ts Lrnit
nr()firing r-c'llor'ls, pxyrtls !rud rllili-
txry ()rdefs on fllc rt rhe NPIiC ()f
othL'r Nrti()1xl Afchivcs nDd
l{erorcls -A.lminis!fxti()n lxcilitics.
. ' lherc. is x lso:r  greLLt de.r l  of
inf()rlrntion xvxilable in fecords (r1
rhe Srercs Adjutxn$ (;enefxl. xncl
()ther strlc "vctc ns ser-vices

By using xherute sourccs,
NPIIC lney often be nhle t() recon
strlrct x vctcftn's beginnnrg and
encling datcs of xcrive sen'ice. rhe
character ol sewicc, mnk whilc in
selTice, tilne lost ('hilc olr active
duty, xncl perb.ls of hospitalizx-

\'PRC is usuilly able to issue
NA tbrm 13038, "Ccnification ot
Milirary SerYice", considercd the
equivalcnt of a l'orm DD 214
"Report of Separati()n ft()nl Active
Duty", for the purpose of establish
ing eligibility fbr vcterans' benefits

The key to reconslructing mili-
tary data is to give ihe NPRC

contiled on Paq6 3 7



enough spccific infbrmation so re
stnfl cen propedy search the vari-
otls sources. 'Ihe f()ll(). .nrg lntbr-
mxdon is nom lly reqrrircd.
. full ndrlre used during militxry

. Place ot entry into drc scn,ice.

. flranch of scr\''icc.

. Lxst unit of essiEaolrrent

. Approxilnite .letes ()f service.

. Place oI clisch:rrge.

. Serr,'ice nunrbcr

456th BG Neu'slctter

The Chaplain's
Corner 

-

The spifit of Christmas;
a priceless gift

At Cllfislmxs tlnre. it is cxsv lc)
1()se perspe.rivc ns to \l.hl NC Clc)
r l l  t l re " l r  st le xnd bust lc. '
( l l r f istnrns isn t  ihoul cxpensive
gl l ts,  cvclr  lh()Lr l t l l  we r l l  r (1(nc
lhcr l l .  l l  iso t  nln)Lrt  f i l l ing ouf
schcidules s()  f i r l l  lhx( \1.c folgL.!  to
sclredulc x l j r t lc pcucc  l rc l  l fnn( lui f
iry.

' lhc 
spi l i l  ( ) l  Chdsl ds is .rn

i [ ! i t rdc c) l  lovc, c(nlr l )xssk)n,
part i ( [cc rn( l  k incl  ess. ( ;c L] i fc
gilis ()l thc' lreiLrl xrc pr'ircll.ss
'l hev r'onrc n'r'uppc.cl in iov lbr Lhc-
givr'r lrncl fcccivcl-. By shunlg ()Lll
linrc, llrl('llts or resour-fes $,ith
ihosc wc lDcct or Lll(rse less li;rtu-
nrtc, wc spleircl the spifit of
Clb fistlirs

\Ve rlriglrt xll dgrcc tlut this
kin.l of spilit is soluellrirrg rve crn
bcndlt 1;.rn cvefv .lxy, n(rt jusr .rn
Dcccnrber 25. Here are e te$- ideas
Ibr celetxxLing Chrlsrrnxs, fhxr q-ill
r.lcl joy tllf()Lrgh(nrt rhc yc,rr:
. feL s(nne(nre in linc ihexcl of
y()Lr
. Tikc rinlc to snile nt someone

. Sl()w clown, just e lidc bir

. lvleke engcls in the sft)\\,

. Take timc to reilly listen t() a
child
. Bc dlenkflrl fi)r the gifis l'orl
alreacly ilxve
. Vlslt an olcler adult, let them
know thet' arc rcmembered irnd
pflcclcss

I

. Lxugh x.ilh a liiend long clistance

. Volurtcer in y()ur communit]. xt
church rrr for a nelghbor
. Do s()nethin{l nice for somconc
$,i rout rnyone l(no$.ing qho did
i l
. [Je p:rtic'nt s.ith slore c]elks or
festxurrnt stifl. give drern e rvink
. Scnd i lund witten note t()
somcone yolr hxve hxct .r hxlcl timc
lolglvlng
. Spencl a tew monldrts l)cing
gratetirl fbr thc gooclness r;f the
_ycel

Mdr lhis hdidar s?ason. atul
tLe itcu illetlnitLnL btit4l.l\) 

 

(l
lilllc thak pea(e on eaftb d]kl
g)(nlu ill tou'ctrd .!l/

cieconted with thc Di.kin Medal
tor Cxllantly. presenlecl to hcroic
rnlnals. 'lhe birLl l,xs then rctirecl
to lrort l,lonflolrth, NJ.

Crc.l L:X P(:)V Diana TbonTdsitllt

YOU KNOWYOU'RE GET-
TING 'MARVELOUSLY

MATURE' WHEN... . . . . . . . . . .
. You and your teeth don't sleep
together.
. Your try to straighten out the
wrinkles in your socks and discov-
er you aren't wearing any.
. At the breaklast table you hear
snap, ctackle, pop and you're not
eairng cereat.

ryH$ffi BttrBill.',"i["
Ribbon Extended

Pigeon That Saved
A Brigade

ln ltrly cluring \vld/ll, tlre
IJr i l ish 56!h Inl : rntry Djvis i()n wrs
Lryi l rg Lo t l rke the vi l lnge of (blv j
V(achix,  l )Lr l  i l  wns srrongly ( lc lcnd-
(d l )y Ger xns The l l  l ish r ' i ( lbc. l
l l re nexfesL Anlcr icrn l r i f  bNsc to
bolnl)  l l rc v i lhac of l  thc r) l lp.
Then. i l l  thc c()nl l rs i() l l ,  i  Br i l is l r
bfigi.Lc ()f 100 men s$epf int.)
Orlvi Vecchix xnci (x)l( it over
only to rexlize thrt rhc very bort)s
thc.y hutl orclelccl to hclp thenr
\\'cnrl.l s(x)n smash theJn. Thcir
rlcli() cquipmcnt hrcl bcL-n l()sr.
Hos,' to sk)p the Anrericxn
bdnbe$? lhen they fexl izccl  rhcv
lucl with Lhem one A lcricio hoDl
ing piile(n, r blue chccl< splishcd
bif.l nxmed CT Joc Thc Britislr h..l
t() sencl lhc piltcon oul witir x mes-
s21!ae or thcy wele ckxrrecl.

On thxt smokeJlLled orning
()f Octobcr 1943, CIJoc wcnt wing
ing avv'xy. maneEied to ellrcle gun-
flre. fle\\" 20 miles in 20 minutes,
,rnd reached fie Ame can alrfielct
iust as the lxnnbe.s \\'cre xbout io
rake off. l he B.itish brig.rclc \.as
saved. Three ycars lerer, cI Joe
\r.as brought to L()ndon r() become
the firsl n()n-Rdtish animal to bc

' j  l rL- ( i (nnl) :rr ,^( t i ( )n l l i l t ) ()n
(( :Al l )  pfeviouslv \ \ i ls : l \ \  : l r ( lccl
nnclcr thc t i t lc ol  thc Af iny s
Corl1bnt lnlnnlrynrr 's lilclgc, ollLy
1() Al l r ly pels(rrnel in conrbi t l  i lncl
(m duty l )cccrrr l )cr 7,  1941 turd
l ;evoncl.

ln 1169, rhe cor 'Lar(ss i rul l ro-
fileci x Nr!J/ ro(i 1,1-.ui11c C(nrgfess
cqL! i ! ' r ld1t to rhc C()rr l )xt
lDiinuynrin s l]Jdgc, rhc C.nnl)rtr
Actn)D Ri l) lxn, to h uvu|dccl
retr()xct ivel)  r()  l \ fuf( l t  l .  l96l  k l
c()ver the Viehrxnr x(.r This rLrti(xr
preYented r lxrg!' nl||Il)cr ol Vli(tl
Jncl K{nelt l ctcruls ironr r.'cciving
thls spccir l  r . . ()gnir i (n.

' l ( )  xdr lcvc p;Lr ' i t l ' .  thc cufcnt
l ) i l l  \  h lc.h \ \  i rs signc. l  i r ) to law on
t)rL()bcf i ,  l9t)9. - . l r lhodzcs lhe
Secetxrl ol Nir\a' ro .\!rrd lhe
(innbirr Acti.rn Ribbc-rfi to a rnem-
bc..r f  rhc Nrv\ or Mxdne ( in?s
for pirticipeling in Jlrouncl 01 sur
face combat.huing irrv pcr iod
ahe. l)cc. 6.  1911, : lncl  bef(n.-
trhrch 1. 19(11 jl the ser:rerrry
dctcrnires thxL the mernber hirs
not beetr pfeyl()usly recoguizccl for
such plLrt ic ipxtn)n.

Fornl SF l8ll Rcquesr |eixining
to Mi|lary Rccords nrusr be slrbmiF
ted elong \\'ith x c()py of your dis
chage.



Welcome James Cowden!

Jim is a new 1ne111ber of the 455th Bomb Group
Association. He was co-pilot on Jxmes Knights'
crew, 7.12nd squaclon. A tip of the old garrison
cap to you, Jlm.

Front Row, L to R: James Ryan; Geo@e Balmer; Robeft
Kellet Dale Dearing; Chas. Clapsaddle: Joseph Pamik.
Back Row, L to B: Howad Mc Guie, Navigator; James
Cowden, Co-pilot: Jamos Knight, Pilot Matthew Dowling,
Bombardiet.

Home From Moosbierbaum!
Jur.re 26, 194,1. Moostricrbaun]. 74Znd Squrchon
1()st 7 ships ancl creq's. l)ictur-cd is thc only creR_
t()  lc iL l fn ,

Front Row L to R: Anthony Brodeut, Radio Operator:
Howad Blunbery, Waist Gunnot: James Thomas,
Engineer: Kenneth Lacey, Ball Turret Gunner.

Back Row, L ta R: Wiliam Pelkey, Tail Turret Gunner;
Chester Ptatt, Waist Gunner; Lt. Kelly, Pilot and Operation
Officor; clen Nelson, Bambadier Charles gwannet, Co-

Herb Weaver WriteF -:-*- ..=a.:J.:-

Thc rtrxchccl pics nray be r>f interest, L.ne and NIc Connell ( y rcrltmltcs) hncl jusl tlnished dreir !()Lrr ancl
r l t  r r '  t n  h . r r , . v i . ,  I \ c i r  r l c l U \ c  t r r n - 1 , ' r 1 .

'lhe previous irticlL' o11 Radnf Nxvil].Lt()rs (Micky) was of special intercst I wrs t3kcn ofI ry nfiglnxl crew
:rs a lx-rllrbarcLicr encL scnt to Rrclar Ndvigali{n sch(x)L xt Langley.

'lhis 1lr1r(lc llrc,rn orplun (no mol]rmxl ]ro poppx! n() crew). However, !t our rL'unions I wrs xcloptecl l)y
nv fr-iencl rncl cx nciahbors Dick Hollfcx:k ancl his crew.

Tour Completed
Mcconnel. Pilot: Huley Lane. Pilot: Jenkins
740th Squadran

L to R: Hurley Lane, Pilot; Herb Weaver, Radar-Navigator-
Mickey Operator; Don Mcconne , Pilot. 740th Squadrcn



Harry
Anderson
Writes-

L,nakJs--r ]  Ls .r  f ()cm I lerer\ea
lio y derrghter on l.Iem()rirl
Di_r this J'clr rnd I $rs very
nlo\!-cl b,r' it. I \\orLlcl lilic very
 uch lbr it to bc pr.rbllshed in the
f:rll 1rc\vs]cttef. The picture ot ,i92
is the onc shc lccllrcstccl to bc sent

Afier she conrp()secl thc pocm
il:lcl rc\;iL'n ing lxst ]exl's xssociiticrl
nc*s lct ter r \ rr te the enclosecl h
t t-r ' to the memlH: .r f  tLe , i55th
l3onrb ( ;1)Lip She \ \1)Lr lLl  l )c gr i l tc
firl to lrerr frr;nr irny ,{ii |()rcc Lrfxls
n'ho s frrthel s. 'eri \\,i11r the i55th.

I  i rnl  rcclucsi ing,vr)r .r  felrrrn l l le
picllLrc irs ir \\-ill bc uscd hy xn
i l r l ist  lo pujnt thc rose :rr  inr lq2.' lhc ] ln: ,dcl  \ \ ' l l l  bc i rr l l r  b,v x c(nr
prn) l r  Sc.) l ts( lx lc AZ \ i )Lr (r1
l)r 'urg uf lhc c.)niPxny (nr t l re int(r
n(J ( http: / }'\^,1' \1':i|Planes.corr L )
rurrr l  scc thc l rxrclc l  : r1org wi lh {) th
e r s  l l r c y  l ) u i l ( 1 .

l ltIt't'\, \t' A drtst)]l
1 l  / , \ i !Dt. /alu.) tx l  l . ) l

. r t , ,  .4t t l t )ni t ) .  1. \  7u216 6t14 1

Dear Readers of the
Cerignola
Connection:

T.lsl rexf nrv t.rrlrer', Hxfry \1
An!lel:()n. sent e r cllPping iforrr
the Cefignol:r (i)nnectiur. Ir \\rs
thc l-ist lliJlhL colurun. Fle hrcl
highlilihrcd ihet one ol the mrtres
was lisrccl irs bcing fro the (rew
()f the Liidr Ann.

I u,is shoclccl. I lucL ro idex
Lhxr 1lly nelnc on thl pline hx.l
xnv ]rreanirli to othcrs bcsicles lnl'
.la.l and his crcvr' et his time of scr-
vice. li) see ln), nl[nc thcrc in yoLI'
publicxti(n ()pene.l my eycs to
many drings I hacl never under
srood befbre thxi clxy. T() be a
nrrlrcsakc. llke ;r living rnascot. *,rs
oveN.hclming to mc. I felt x cleep
pride ancl conncction to drcse q,'ho
lncl flo\\n dre Lindi r\nn To real-
ize lhat lny nanlc is rccorded in the
records oI Nr${I even though I
myself clial not serve is a verv s,'on
clerful thing r() me. I x very hon
orecl io har.e plal'ed elren a srndll
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lol t '  ln thc l ives of t lx)se bfrve nlcn
r iho crcrvccl  thir  bc.LLrt i tul  phne.
lhc Lir)dx ,\nr ilfd Iicf \]rtc
\{ftbblrs Thc nosc xrt pxintinlj \\'rs
ol  i  f ibbi t  pushing rL l , .hcel l ) : rr(^v
Iul l  of  bonrbs

Lilrc nrxny othcfs. nry l:lx.l
Dc!cf  spol ic nnr( i  () f  lhe \ \ ' r f .  I
hrcl  sccn thc l ) ictufcs .r i  lhe l . indr
Ann in ()Lrf  x l l rulns ()vcf lhc yr:r fs
irnd rh()Lrglr t  i1 \ \ ' ls nclr . : rncl  ((x)1,
l )ut  n() t   rLrcl l  In(n'c l ) i lsr  t l r ()s(
rh()Lrglr ls l l (^!c!r ' r .  lhal  c l , rv ol  r( \ .
r 'Lr1r()n i l  lxx:rnrc ( lcrf  1()  nrc lhxl
rury clucl  l recl  ( l ( )nc u !von(lcf l i r l
r l r ing {{)r  Dr. .  Wh(i  I  scc- xl l  rhe
nrnres () j  rhc ()rhcr phnes L crn
sce lhr ntr)cl  rvas t<r go l i !  srxy
$,(Jnren :rn( l  Nivcs xncl  gi f l l i ienals
r l l l r rL 's.  Dx. l  l )Lr. l icd lhc l rn( l  .Ln. l
nx|rc( l  l is phnc lbr jLLst i r  l i ( lc
bal>y gir l  hc lc l t  bchind n'hen he
\vcut rc, \\'ir. I IL bcr hc t(xJl{ (luite :r
r i l ) l ) ing fbr rhi t l  But lo me l()dxy iL
spcrlis .lcrLrl,v ;rbout my clacl

Did rcccnrly rokl  nre that t l re
L-indx Ann wrs Lhc list plllne to
tal<e off on lissi(ms .rn.] th,:. lirst
one brr l {  in the l ine up bv Lhe rLLrt
n'xy, so nlxybe s(meone renlelrl
bers pessnrg her (n trke oIG incl
hndlngs Nly dx.l, Lt. Hr y V'.
Afclerson sewe.l in tire 710, Jun
l)cc, 1914 l)oes xnvl)ne possil)ly
kno\\'' n'hrr h.ppcncd ii) thxt alf-
crxft?

I \Vl)Lrlcl bc honorcd to hear
frrn anyone wlx) flew on. wofl(ed
on or remembers lrrv dlcl or thc
I-incla Ann xnLl Her \\,€e \\rabbits.

t/'en'sincerLll,
Littda A lL Artdersan lisciarclli
36J9 V Mescdl At e
Phoeiti;t, AZ 85029
e mdil: gdrylirt6 i@aa[.com

emona ay 2000
By Linda Ann
I was your wings carrying you salely
through lhe sky. I surrounded and pro-
tected you on those peri lous f l ights.
l look you lhrough dangef and was
there with you. You gripped me t ighty
as we faced fear and death.

You counted on me io bring you home
sale y. I counted on you to bring me
home safely. We were there together
through the peri ls of war. But lnever
knew You never spoke ol the war.

Only today do I realize that I was
ihere with you. On al l those l lghts
through hell .  Only today do I know
thal I soared and roared. Through
danger wiih you on those great slrong
w ngs.

Only today do I look at the picture oi
that greal fly ng fortress and see my
fathefs love lor me on the plane he
narned. There, painted on the side ior
the whole wor d to see. Your plane,
my name, "The Linda Ann".

On y today do realize that I am
mmortalzed with the Great Liberator
and the [,4emphis Belle. Which proud y
and lov ng y carried prec ous men to
war. Like lcarried you, Dad.

I was but a baby and I neveT rea ized
unti loday. When saw through wiser
eyes thai I was ihere with you. You
never told rne. You never spoke of the
war. Dad, I am so proud. Thank you,
Dad. I Love you.

Linda Ann



On American Soil!
\n'intel is an exccllent tilne tcl

recall one of thc littlc rcmeflberecl
cxmpaigns of \Vorlcl \lrar II the
struggle tor Al rska's Aleudan
Islxnds. Strctchln!! nrore than 1,100
milcs acloss the norlhem Pacific,
the Aleutian xrchipelxgo was in
unlikely source of conflict duc to
its isohti(n :rncl terriblc wcather.
Howevef. x decision by Acllniml
Isoroku Yarnatrroto, ctnrmander-in-
chicl ol lhe Jxpanese contrincd
llcct. woLrld bing w:rf to this
inhospilxble ishnd charn.

The -lepllnese xtt:rck on tllc
Aleut iens in. lune 1942 was not
intenclc'.I rc sccurc x staging xre:r
fi)f rn ;rssar t into lminlxn.l Alxskx.
Instcxcl, it \.ras I diversionary ele-
nrc'ni in l'xmirnrol(ts phn t() cl|lr\\'
drc brttcrcd .{llleficrn fleet out oi
Pexrl Tlarbof LrnLi int() x clccisil'c
brLttlc with thc p()\\'erfll.J:rlxncsc
NLrvy xl j\4i(hvLLy.

t  l r l f in tunlrcl ] '  f i r fJ jpdn. t l te
cl ivc",si{D f i r l lccl  l )ccur jse t l .S. Nx\ 'y
inLel l jgcn(( hr( l  l ) rol(cn t l re
.lxprncsc (odcs irnd wns x\\'lrfc of
YiulurN)t() s inLenti()ns. 'l'h( irtllrcli
1rt  Miciwry w()Li ld bc(onrc i t  ( l is. ts-
tcr lirr thcr .l:lpanese Nrvy nod Ll
Irrrning p() inr in the wrf .

In :Ln effbrt to crsc dre sLing of
the Midw.y cLcicrr. Vnrumot(r
ofclerccl his r-roldrern fleet to con
tinuc irs opcrrtions iD the
Alc'urirns. Thc ileel hr.l alrcxdv
l lnchccl  in r i r  at tack : lgxinst
Anrcricnn nilirafy instxllxti.rns in
Dutch Hrrb(r', Alxsl<:1, on Jlrne 3,
lnd now turncd its a[entkn] to the
islancls ol ,\ttLr encl Kiska at thc
\\resrern cncl {)1 the archrpehgo.
The Jepincsc lllncling forces
encountcrccl no ()pposhjon, encL by
Junc 7, both islnnds $'crc uncler

Ahhough dre origiml plxn cnvi
si()ned ftc occupari()n of dtc
islancls only cludng lhe sunnrer
nlonths, Yanamoto nos decide.l k)
c stablish permanent airiielcLs ancl
nxval f:rcilities to haress American
forces. i)espite thc fact rhxt dtese
installations s'ele militarily insignifi
cilnt, there was consjderable con-
cern ()n lhe honc fiont, fxnned b)'

tiequent mcdia speculation, of an
attack on dre ljnitecl States from
the no r. 'li) allay dtese fears,
planneN .lecicted it was necessary
to cleal the enemy fiom the

It l!'as not until the spring ()f
19'13 thar tllc U.S. $as eble to col-
lcct rhe lbrces it needecl to assault
thc islancls 'lhe 

7th Infantry
Divisioll, suLi(nrecl at Fo|t Ord,
Calif . nas selectcd to retake the
tjrst objcctivc, Attlr lslxnd. which
\.ras tholrglll t() contxin only 500
cncmy lft)()ps The Amcricans
t-venoallv learnecl that thc cnc|ry
grfison numberecl ncarly 3,0001

Alter severxl chys of wcither
clelevs, elenrcnts ol the 7th Divisk)r
lxnclcd uopposed rt coicl .rnci
fbggy,\ t tu on May 11. As thcy
artt!-I]lptcd ft) rdvxn(e. hos-cvcr,
cocnry'n l i rc begxn k) f r jn down
lrom thc t()ps ( t  the ishn(ls i i rggc(T
hi l ls.

Aftef  r) l ( r 'e thr!  nvo wccks r>f
l rrr(1 i jght ing jn ol ien hrfsh \rcxrh-
ef, thc l)xttlc cD(ie(l \'hen thc ilnrl
Jxprncs(' uax4)s. eslinri(cd t) nru)l-
hcr 800, l : luncl)ecl  n lxst c l l tch
chrfge :igxiflsl rhc ,^r)rcfic.tn lines
(nr the ni l lht  ()1 'Miy 29. By nr(n -
in8, the.Jal)xncsc h:rcl been corll-
pletely defeatc(l nn(l the Amr), l(x)k
P()SSeSSlOn Ol  A l tu .

Thc l)atde hLLcl l(illcd ncrrly rll
ol lhc .lxprnese deftnclcN (only 28
surren.lered), ard lcft rhc'
,^rrlL'ricrrs with llrorc thit 500 le.r.l
rlrcl 1.100 w()rmdecl Furlhcr. the
poor wexlher hacl siclL.line.L 2,100
Arllerican noops *4xr hacl come
unprcpiucd 1br extendcd colnbrr in
cold conditkrns \r'ith nol1 c()flbxt
injuries.

'lekjn,t s )d( of dre expedence
ol Attu, dre LLS. ,\rmy connniltecl
m(ne ihxn twicc as lrrxny nrx)ps to
the attxck on Kiskx three months
l.rtcr. The Japenese garrison, which
numbere.l around 5,000, was xlso
slrbjectecl !o continuxl b(nnbrng
raids and |1 heavy pre-invasion
naval bonlb^rdment.

This time. hos'e\.et thc enelny
dccidecl not to flght a hopeless bar-
tle. In x b(tci gamble, a sm.rlL neval
force, aided by an almost continu
ous fb!!, nnnaged to eyacuate the

entire laxlrison in lcss than xn h()ur
on July 28.

U.S. forces, $lrose intelli€iencc
gathering had been hampcred by
po()r weather, were uoiware of the
evxcuati(n. xnd invadecl on ALrgust
15 Rncorntcriog no initial opposi-
tion, many ilssumed that the enenrv
hacl lnerely retired t() the islancl
imerior ancl woulcl fight to thc lasl
lnan is Lhe defendefs of ^ttLr had
done. It wasn't rLntil Alrglrsl 22 that
thc Amcdcaos [inxlly realizcd $'hat
hrcl happenecl.

Ahlxrugh uncic'tindccl, the
seizlrre ()t Kiskx q,'as not wilh()Lrt
cosl. Severxl noops were killed (n-
\()Lrncie.l b)' boob) tr.ps rnd odrer
mishps, but the n1()st seious ioss
occLlled wlten a Nx\y clcstroyef
sxnk ifter hitting I minc, killing 70
dncl \\()Lrnding nexrly 50

Despile its linritcd illlp:rcl ()l1
the rr,e ll n'ar, thc Alcutiirll cxm-
puign tu|nished scvcr i l l  i t l lp(r ' tanr
lessons in .rnrplibioLrs xncl pocn-
\l crtllc'f operiLli(rrs tlrrt wcrc
Nppl ic( l  in Inref cxnlpxigns in the
l jur()pc-xn nnd l)rc i f lc tLre:r te$. I r
Llls() l)rx'iclccl grccD Al]eficiLn
tr(x) l )s widr vrr lurable crrrrr l rat  cxpc-
r icncc.

l ior rhc pult ic though, t l lc rno$t
inrporlrnt  rrspecL ( l f  lhe victoly wirs
rhrt  i t  secufed Arrer i( i r 's r lo[hem
fhnk," encl  c:rsccl  l i i rs t lut  the
islxnds \\rcLrlcl bc use.l t() hundt rn
invxsion rliililNi the lnxinlxnd.

Fof Jllplln, the Aleulixns divcr
si()n q'|ls d t.ilure. Alth()Lrgh it hicl
providcd r]lomlcJxx)sling propi
!{xncla rr honre, it wxs ultimetely a
rvxste of \rxlu3blc rcs()Lirces.

aTedit VlarlL1 Var II llenoial

YOU KNOWYOU'RE GET.
TING 'MARVELOUSLY

MATURE' WHEN... . . . . . . . , , .
. Your back goes out but you stay
home.
. When you wake up looking like
your driver's license picture.
. lt takes two tries to get up from
the couch.
. When happy hour is a nap.

t l



Howard Cooper
Writes - *gm

Sometime in tlre past, I believe
I sent a requcst to "lhe Cerignola
C()nnection" thet asked any ibrmer
enlisted mcmbers of fie 7'10th
Squadron that was in Itaiy durlnll
thc pcdod, June to December 19,14,
if they remembcr Elias. I recall :r
civilixn elnployee of FlSllptixn beck
Sround thxt workecl in our IXI
Mcss Hall. gli$ hacl a gravely,
xccentecl voicc.IIe \\,.rs short and
quite rotuncl in stal lue. ' fhere was
a sign in the mcss hal1 fiat saicl
"E.rt with Elias". Does :rnyonc out
there rc[lcrnber hirn?

lwiren :l friend oblainecl x snxll
vchicle, Elixs saicl he knerv of an
out of 1l1e way town in the hi l ls
tllxl w:Ls rc:rl "Olcl w(n1cl" rncl hacl
rnrDy inlcrcsting things, xncl [tir]s
of unusual bcruly. (lly Fliis' suul-
clxrds) About i () 6 of us pilecl in
to the vehkle, and flixs diredecl
our clriver. I cirnnot fecnll drc difcc-
l i (nr,  but i t  wrs alxrut an hour 's
cl v(". As wc Llppr():tchccl drc hill
th, l l  thc lown sat upoD, l l i rs ln(t((-
Lhc news lirxr thc towrl wxs 'ttrf

l i l l r i ls '  ( )  IJS pcNoruel.  I r  was
slaflinS to get drrk. ancl $,e r:oulcl
see lhis fidurcsqLre ()wn setfinlJ
abp thc hill, wjth ol y llit, open
pl^ins in all directioll. \ve clft)ve
prst wl)rren with b.skets ()f clex
hunclry ()n their  hcrds, wl lk ing up
rhc hill, lir wxslilEl h^cl t() lle
dol]e xr the strexm down in the
valley.Vrith rhc serling sun in thc
background, the town clid inclee.l
look like sorncthlng out of an
ifiists pxinting. \Xre went irno thc
lown squxle encl hnncl a displecccl
Americxn \\'ho claimed that thc
1930 s crootet Russ Columbo, $,as
born ancl rlise.l in this rown. lf I
kncw the nxnle of dte pl:lce, T
w()Lrld tell )'ou, but cxnnot remcrrl
ber it

Aiier about 2 horrs of iooklnjl
around rnd havinEl 1r lot ()f laughs,
e boy came nurning over to te11 us
that ,rn MP jeep was henciing up
the hjll. \vc quickl]. gatherccl up
the lauys, and headed d.rwn a back
road jusr as the jccp came in to the
lown. \Ire made itl
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Does the description ()f Elias or
the trip to the hillt()p town rilr!{ any
bells with anyone out tllcre? As I
get oldet the memorics seen t()
gel stronger of the distant past. bul
why I went ro the Elaralle a minute
ago, eludes mc. I undeNtand this is
ncrl uniqne xmong ()uI conternpo
rades. I do recail the reunion a fe\\,
m()nths ago, ancl h:rcl a nice tirne
even if I knew no one thele. 'l he
ftw rernlining rnembers of my
cre\\' Lhxt I contdcte.l. s,_crc not
ltoing, and my bonrbxrdier who
lir_cs in lscrndido was hospitxl-
izcd, bul r,xs jnprovinEl, xncl we
dicl tlavel t() see hiln.

Now, if you can use any pefi of
this (n x]] of the st(ny, I woulcl
xppreciatc it. Pefhaps I will lerch
someone w1x) reDlcrrbcls llirs xncl
evcn our tlip t() thc hill town.

74J I,i.rnon. At,!nIte
State lsldntl. M' | 0309-:j011

A Report From the
National Wodd
War II Memorial
l)c:Lf Cdoncl t{iglas,

I lrn plersc(l to fbnverd c()pies
oi the Winlcr 2000, Nxti(rnal \Xrodd
Wxr II Mcrnodel (iLLntpaign
Ncwsleficr. As y()u wil] sec in thL'
newslcttcr rllticles, we arc maldnEl
great progrcss ancl conrinuc lo
rLluxcr natioo-wide suppofi lbr the
memorirl.

we xre srill oprilnislic xbout
gr(nrnd brcaking du.ing this year
Vetelxn orllrnizxti()ns continue to
pl.ry x big role in conriburing
t()s,'ilcls tlis ef-tort. To ensure drar
your orgxnjzxtion continues to gct
lirll creclit for eil clonxtions we
recei\.e fiom lhe otganizetidt or ils
menlbcrs, i1 is very illlporlrnr thxr
rhc nlail code tl1:rl you have ttcn
asslgnecl rs usccl olt checlrs .:rr col
rcsp(moence senl t() thc cxnlpalqr.
Thc miil code fi)r thc 455th Bonrl)
Group Ass()cixtior, Irlc is VG0!E.

I1 y()u havc eny questi{nr
regardlng this or nee.l .Lnv xcldi
tional inJbrnation, pleasc contact
nre e1 (703) 696 3121 ()r Knnberly

Fmzier at (703) 696-9274 or call toli
free 1 800 639 4w\{/2, oplion +3.

As always. tlnnk you f()r your
continual and stronEl suppoft for
thc Nationnl World War II
Melrcrinl.

Assist Direcbr.li)r Veteftrns Allairs
E (;rassraols PftErctns
Natianal World \Ytar I1 Memoial

Black Bread Recipe
f()rmer prisoners of 'l'af of Nxzi
Gernxny nr:ry be lntercstcd in this
recipe tor World Waf II tslick
Bread. This recipe ccntres frc)tll thc
olliciel reco|c] licrll tl)e Foocl
l'r()vi.ling i\,linistrv publishccl rs'1i)p Secfet Bcdrn 2(.Xl-19/ i l  f r ()nr
thc 1)iredof o1 Minist[, ITelT
lhnsfelcl ancl ]lefi M()ritz. ll was
xl.{fccd lhar the l)esr nixture t()
1)xl<c bhck breecl was:

50%r l)nriscd rye gr.rin
20% slicccl sugxf bccrs
20% uce f loLrf  (sxw dust)
l0% 0rinccd lcrvcs xn( l  t ratw

lrronl ()Lr' ()r,r1 cxpeiences with
hleck l)fe:Ld, \:\'c illso srw bits oi
gless Lrncl srLnd. Sonre()nc {,'lts
chcirting (xl the fecipc

Cni.lil-ItY POW

Thank You
Col()nel Ri€lEtsi

I wlnLecl to trke e tlr(nncnt to
thrnk y()Lr tdr' thc clonxri(m of thc
155 r Bomb Clfoups Hist(r1.book.
It \vxs \.ery thoughtful of yotr rcr
or.ler ir copy ..xpressh' for our
librar_r,'.

N'ith people likc you behinci
oLrf eff()rts herc it rhe 'fiLlsa Air
xn.l Spilcc Cclltr.f, \\.e cxnt help
brt xchieve oLrf jlr)xl of tolching
th. liles ol lulsx s vouog peopl!' in

I lxrpe all gocs \\,ell x.ith |our
Lrpc(nning surllcrr .tn.l I l.roh lbF
\\raLfcr to sr-erng \!u ilgen sc)onl

Kin.k)nes. aulator



From the Picture Albums

741s| Sqd mess hall. 741st Sqd orderly raom.

Balhing 741st style. 741st mechanics take a break in front of a visilina D39.

741st btassl The Silvet Bullet!



J.D Nadler's Crew
742nd Squadron
Fronl Row: L to R: George Liddle, Waist
Gunner: Carmon Rosa. Radio Operator.
George Theodore, Tail Turret Gunner;
Thornas Hoey, Ball Turret Gunner; Donald
Behn, Engineer; John lvlurray, Waisl
Gunner

Back Flow L to R: Unk., Navigator; J.D.
Naler, Pilot; Unk., Bombardier; Earl
Leonhard, Co-Pilot.

Ed- lf you know the names of the
Navigator and bombafdier on this crew let
George Theodore know at 3702 Ootewah,
Ringgold Rd, Ooltewatt, TX 37363.

George McGovern Returns and Mario Greets Him!

L to B: Mario explains ta George and Mrc. Mc Govem that
lhe old guanset hut is the only building by Ameicans left
standing. lt is used fot implement storage and growing
seeo ngs

N,4ario Capocefalo worked around the 455th base in
Cerigno a, lta y dufing the tirne the unit was over-
seas. He developed an intense inleresl ln the 455th
and now is the self proclaimed ambassador tor our
group. He maintalns a small museum ol our unit plus
acts as a greeter and ambassador to all who have
the opportunity to visit. He has coordinated localvis-
its ior Lou Hansen and 455th Tour Group who have
had the opportunity to return to rnemories now over
50 years ago.

Recently George Mc Govern, 741st Squadron, and
now ambassador to Rome, went back to revisit
younger years and lvlario was there to greet him. Our
hats are off to lvlario fof all his help and interesi.

..::.i

-a- -ry:
The chapel al the Castle, still in use today.L to R: Mrs. Mc Goven, US Enbassy Secrctary, Georye

and Mario at the San Giavanni field as it looks today.
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Ernrnett
Ledbetter
Writes-

Frorn Erxnc( Lcclbelter 'l'/Sgt.

743fd Sqd .i55 Bonlb Gp. lllghl
Enfiinccr and Top l Lrrret gurnef on
"Lcikin' Deacr)n B-2'+ ;rirplirre.

]-hele are only -J of us still xlive
o[ Dan Nelrmxn's crer.. Thcy ,r|c
Mxj. \xlrlie Smlth. Srsgt. Reicl Byfon
Pcck and T/SEat Emnle[ l.eclberref
-{lso EtlorLnd cle\\, chief NI/Sgt
ll.nk SlewxrL. \\"e n'efe onc of thc
origin'rl (re\\,s of the 7:iJrcl Sqcl that
tfiillc(l rt Lxngley AAIJ.

lirst I wolrll:i like to sxy hos-
luckv our-crew was as ohe ol  l l le
fifst te$ crcws to acrnplele Lhe 50
missions. All but S/SgL. l,ecl( \{ho
w.rs on yor.n-{Toll1) crew when yolr
mrclc x pilfichure lencling ()n Vis,
f ln ishcd togcthcf.  Due t()  the
Ccfnrrn f ighrer lbrce l )eina rLt
rraxiuunl stre,rgt l r  rnd hcr\ ,T ant i-
crnti tlrc rr\nrnd thc litget dle:l
r'rrrclc iosscs gfext lbl thc ()riginLll
cref,s.  NeuJnln's crclv $,xs (r ' t  t l te
Apf i l  2nd S!(yf  nr ission xn. l  l l re
JInc 26 Mo()sl) ier i )xr.1n] nr isskrr l t r l
which wLr receivecl  thc " l ln i l

Ci tr l ion' .  i lere ale sonre of thc
problenb thx! we e c()Lrntcrccl

I don't recxll which lnissioll l)ut
rvc' hl(l LomplclL.cL sever:rl missions

rcl) rhis hipporecl.
Aftcr cornplctinll our bomb run

wc discovcr(-cl rhet we slill hxcl x
bonb rlmt rhc lionl hacl releasecl
but thc rcrr was slilL in the ll)()nrb
mck. Leler c)ll when s'e s'ete rs'ay
frorr the enerny lighters I calle.l
s/Sgt Peck rncl inlorlnell hnn of
rhe pfoblcnl. \Ve put on pofxble
oxygcn masKs as we were aDove
20,000 lcl.'r. I openecl the boml>
bay cLool-.s and we prcreedcd on
the narow catwalk and rclcasccl
the arrned bomb fiom the bcnlb
rack. I q'ilI ncver lorget ho!! nar'-
1ow the catwalk wirs and how far
ahe llround bel()v! seened.

The sec()nd event wxs as fol
lows. lhis happenccl in May or
JL,ne 1944.

Alter takc ofl we discovered
that the nose ,,vheel hecl sorne kind
of pnrbiern ancl had aurned slcle

I
'I

Navs and wolllcl not retrect in the
rvheel companmcnt oI the aiDlane.
Atier lov,-ering and raising Lhe lancl-
ing gcar scveral dnes the problem
still existccl. I then rem()ved one of
50 cal. !$n bdrrels fi-orn rhe lop
turrct incl used it rs a le\.e. to
stxighten Lhe nose \\ltc(:l and
relftctecl it lnt.r thc nosc cou4)rrl
rnent \Ihen \\,'c lxndcd I agrin
used the grm baficl to irolcl the
nosc \.llccl in r srruijlht p()sitior
hoping tlut il would not colhpsc
\\'hen it t(nrdred ihc grouncl.
Luckily xll r\-crlt \!ell and we mrcle
a safe lanciing int it sure \\rs x tn-
ing tirre fdf mc not knowinil if the
nose nhecl would ibld Lrp \\ith nre
In rrrr5 ctJnger, ,Lr\  lL ' \ r t run w(
rcccivcd n() rec()gnkion for t l tcsc
cvefils. \{! c()nsi.lcrccL it pirt ol
our job in gett ing our crcu rncl
pl .nc b: lck xncl  being rblc to l icr l )
!aoin!! l(n.\vrfcl i() corrplctc ()L|-l{)Lir
o l  d u t y .

' l inn rs yor.r  plol>irbly renrenr-
bcr i ro! ,  pi lo ls l i i ie ()  " lJuzz'  rhc
r)rcss hill ()l llre 7lJr.1 Sqd. T xnr
nol l )osi l ive l )u1 I  thinl(  Drn
Ncrinr ln wxs thc hst to "Buzz'  i l
whi le we {vcfc thcrc. l lc c rre s()
( losc t()  rhe sruokc st i rc l  l l r i t  l te
nexdy l) lew i t  ovcr xs hc l lew l()w
()vef tent rnw oi  thc:7' i3fcl .

l':r1t Dt ett Lc albc | | e r

Report From 52
I reicl with intcrc-st John

McB.ins c()lunn on pegc l0
(Spdng 2000) issuc Thc parl I wxs
intcrested in wes the flying of thc
ca+lo to the Bdtish Arntv rcar
Trieste.

Since n ny of ouf crews lrcl
nothiig t() .l() - thc \\'ir wes over
- nrxny ()t olrf pl;rncs $,ele
assigned ro fly carllo to Gowza.
Ttalv.

One of our planes \\'as flyinll
witb 20-'10 rnill nreter moltar sheets
rnci slnce I heard s,hat a nice tovun
(;()wza s'as, I hitchecl e ride. 'lhe

landing fielcl r'?s a grass stdp
(fighters). Nobody got ofT the plane

unload rnd fly bxck. Since the
big wheels we.e xfraid that Tito
r\ould take Trieste that \'!as the
reason lbr tlle lLlsh,

'Ihe field just north of cowza -
Ilfcljre - rs no$ our primaN base
xnd i!'i1s rNcd ilr the Kesove bornLr
1119

hat* P.tpPaldr*)
71.1ft1 S2

Bill Crim
Writes-
On fie lasi piEac oi the Sping 2000
Ccrignole Connecti(n $tcrc loLr
put lnv plea fin help on Kccgan,
thclc is r ph()to of a ncdical unit
showinla 2 trNK's who arc iclenLi
liccl is Joho Nlxrkof.slry .nd Cl)de
Drrul tru;ncl .

I hxvc rlol lecel\,ecl xny inlb on
thc ruficrcibouts of D()n Kccgirn
but clicL gct letlers ti(nn Adriin lirl
ilnd Norrruo Steinh:[rel intbrn]ing
nrc that tsob Crorvley hacl prssccl
ir\\.iry in the errly 1970's

Bill (,tiitt

Surgeon Chat
Five surgeons are

discussing who makes
the best patients to operate on.

The first surgeon says, I like to
see accouniants on my operating
lable, because when you open them
up, everything inside is numbered.'

The second responds, yeah,
but you should try electriciansl
Everything inside lhem is color-
coded.

The third surgeon says, "no, I
really think librarians are the best;
everything inside them is in alpha-
betical order."

The iourth surgeon chimes in,"you know, I like construction work-
ers...those guys always understand
when you have a few parts lett over
at the end, and when the job takes
longer than you said it would.

But the fifth surgeon shut them
all up when he observed, "you're all
wrong. Politicians are the easiest to
operate on. There's no guts, no
heart, and no spine, and the head
and rear are interchangeable-"



Heading for the
Fina] Tour!
Submitted by George
Underwood

'lhc cnclosecl wdte ups about
dre 15lh Air Force basketball charn-
pionship with the Mixed Ranks. a
bomb group tcanr might he intcf
csting to solne who wonclere.l
^bout phl5ic:rl conditioning.

A few of r.rs looking for a place
!o get a hot shower, or mxybe x
r.arm showcr, went to a school
ts-o ()r rhrcc miles tiom the .15ith

base. \(e donitcd a few lirx 1() thc
janitor. xnd he wermcd some walcr
for us and let us play io thc gym.
'fhe distan.e fr{)n the 455d1 base
(7,12) migbt hxve been trrolc th:rn
two or tl, fee nliles.

'lhcy hacl :t pliLce we cotdcl
sh<xrt baskcts, nncl ab()Lrl a clozcn
of us lleard of a group llrat hacl a
nrLrch bett€r gym in lloggin, so we
lrlanigccl to visit dlerc d cotlple (t'
tilucs, thcn we nlatchecl gamcs
!vj!h n br.rnch of felk)ws lionl thrt
xfe:l. c)LrL h(ucll beilt the leams
thrt pl:ryed thcrc, ancl we werc
tolcl of dle conpctitkn :rt ()f
nl.r)Lrnd BaLi, so wc nlatched il
g.lnre wilh a b nch there. \(e 1lcw
down xncl plAyed thcm.

Thcfc, we hexld ol dlc 15th Air
|olce tournanrent, A serlac,rnt ln
the 7,12nd xdjutxnls office or
sclurchon oflice, j()inecl us in an
elfort to get in the tollrnamcnl.

ve pliycd severxL games
lround the Fogfiia, xncl dre Bari
area, end they let Lrs entcr the
chrmpionship loumamcnt.

\vc hid xbout ten lhxl eni()yed
the pleying nnd relaxatio[. Five ()f
Lrs \\,cre pibrs ancl u,e had rwo or
drree sergcdrts. nll l)ul one were
on flying stetus. We played two or
three {lames altcr flying x mission
duriog the clxy.

I lbuncl these write ups xmonrl
y lreasues that I kept, so thought

it w()LLld Elivc some fun activitics
rhat we sharcd in.

I have xttcnded a taw reunions,
but I have never secn any of the
team. $4ich rnighl vary some due
to misslons bcinEl flo,lvn that
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particrrlar day, except I dicl rain inlo
Siegfried, $.11o \|as a pilot \Ve
s-ere all lrom fie 7'12nd.

Fifteenth Air Force
Reports
Red Tails Play Mix€d
Raarks

Detexting D:L.lcl,v s tsoys 32 to
19, the pon'erful. well b3lanccd
Mixecl Rinks cage squad aclvancccl
t() the final rouncls ()f the fiftccnth
Ail |orcc play-off.\ xil:rinst thc
unclerrited Rcd ?rils, chxlnpioos of
thc Fitteenlh Fighter Commxncl.

The nlixeci ltrnks wcrc t(x)
much tirr l):rcldy's Boys Iionr xn xir
dcpot group to cope with in thc
scmiflnnl bxskelbill contcs! plxye.l
: rr  thc Athlet ic ( i lu l)  Sunclay night,
|cl). 25. Frun the openiog goal by
l4xgnlrs Sicgfiicd t1]c vk1(t-s pullccl
sterdi ly: lwry to i1:14-1) lexd xl  l )x l l '
t inrc.

l t i l l  Abney nnd DLrvc Aikc ,  t l re
lLrll gudrcls on the l\'lixed Rinks
clr l ) ,  r ionopo] ized the l )oci(boa, d,
:Lncl Aikcn lnppcd enough l)ills in
the rigll! clifcction k) sc(rfc clcvcn
points rvltich was high f()f dlc
evening. Ceofg(' tlndcrw(x)d $,ds
spcctacLllxf in keeping the l)xll
lionr the opp(nents to llNl(c x len
poinr rrxHin w()rk or i li|ge
court. The winner's tilaht zone
clctcnse conpletely stynliecl
D'.lcldy's Fl{)ys excepl lor scveral set
shots.

$/lllixns led thc losers rttxck
\r'ith six p()inls, wlilc Drlrl(e trriLed
him $,'ith fi!,e counrcrs.

Red Tails Win 15th AA-F
Cfowrr

Comrng fr-om behirrcl in the sec-
oncl hxlf, rhe Red 'l'xils won tllc
Fifteenrh ̂ ir Force bxsketball
clumpionship by detcatlng dle
Mixeci Rilrl.is .i8 io 38, Sxturday
njght, March 3, at fic ^thletic Club.
The Red ]iils, fn) the Fillhter
Command, will now be fie Air
Force replesentatives in the Aaldatic

zone play olls.
Playing x tighl zone defense,

the Nli-{ed Ranks, a bomb group
term had the fiLst. colorecl Red 'fxil

cagers stopped in the first hxlf t()
emerge with x 20 to l+ lerd :rt the
end of the pcriocl.

In the second h3lf the Red Tails
opened F_ith xn o!'erhead ettack
Chester U ds, cxptiin ind left for
warcl foI thc chxmpions: spooner,
right f()rwardi and Hendefson. right
guircl. altern:rted lhe attack ionl
dreir positions to toss in sel shols
which won the gan1e ancl lhe title.

Bill ^bney, former ltxas
chrisliirn cou( star. \\'xs high scorcr
t()r rtre evcning $'ith i8 pr)inls for
thc Mixecl Rxnks, R'hile Chcstef
burris was hlj{h li)r the \\,inncrs
with 16. Georiie []nder$'ood \1,ho
pluyccl  a t |k lry g ne et guurd ibr
thc lvllxed llnnks was x llirskcl
lndido :1ncl Tcxas 'lech cxllc s!xr'.

Play Mlxed Ranks

S(oring nn eLuly lcld, Dacldy's
Bo),s ffom r xif (lepot group.
cieleiltccL r sclvice !if()Lrp lexnl, lhc
' le ie$, 33 to 24 1() win the scmi
flnris ir thc Fifteendr Aif lk)l'C(i
lowef bnckct basketl)all pl'.ry-oll-s
I 'eb. 21.

T()niglrt. l"el) 25, Dr(l(ly s tloys
will rre'et xD :rggfegrtion lior)r rr
bomb grolrp c:rLLccl dr. trlixccl RLLnk
Io .lecicle lhe Nifllcrs of thc lowcr
brrcliet Nho $,ill p. y thc uppcr
b cliets ixnecl Red Tail tcxD tbr
thc' chrDpionship of lhe filtccndr
Air F'()rce, lvlrrch .J, xr the Alhlelic
Ciub.

The basketl>all garnc lonighr
should pr()ve to [x onc ot' drc bet-
tcr all ganes of the ),cxr in this
ercr. Dadcly's Boys have Torrl
\VillixnN, \!irh four yexrs ol cxpcri
ence with thc grcat Tcxas lech
tcam xt cenler, rncl formel Pur(luc
Llnivcrsity star, Noble Ilunt, as cxp-
txin and left t(nrvxr.l Keith Blos'n,
xlthouElh I guirr.l, is dre ligh scorcr
ti)r the logEiic irex. having
accolrnted lbr 12i points in the
nine leaglre gamcs hc hxs playecl
tlxs ''el1r,

Not to bc outclone as far as
plxyer strengtL ancl expcricnce

contnued on Page 20



Nose Afi ...By Henry Groen

Col. Coal's plane - ground crew, L lo R Bridge House,

f '

Peel Off with aftist Henty Broen-

Multa Bona That's ltalian!"

1o R - Marrey HeweI, Mccuire.
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From The Picture Albums

Blu€ grotta Capri

Lasl fhghl at lhe Menacing Messlina.



Narlh Akica, L to R: Lt. Braoks, Natve Arab, Lt Gaynes
713rd squadron. En roLte to ltaly!

Befare leavhg for overseas. Langley fiel(l, Neuman's crew

Lt. Wylie Snith paddles inta the Blue Grotto, Capri. Ml. Vesuus Valcdna. Naples. ltaly.



Eiocs, the Ml\ecl Ranhs lll1\'_e anolh
cI  1C\J \  l cLn  t  \e3 I  JCC ln  re r t

gluard (ieorge Underwood. At cen-
tcr, 6 foot ,i Bill Abney lrom Texxs
Clrristian sholrl.l give Tom willixms
plenty of trouble. 'lhe high point
rnan for thc Mixecl llanks is
I,Ixngus Sic[ifried, left forwar.l, \\'ho
pllyed fol scvcril semi-pr() ciubs
in the States inclucling thc Cirrtiss
wriElht texrn in Blrffill:r, New York.

In What War Did
We Lose All Our
Comnitted Air
Force?

On Mirch 9, 1916, x f(nce of
1,000 lDountcd Mcxic:Ln gllnnren.
led by fr incisco Pnnch(t '  v i l l . r
rnided sevcrill scttlenrents in New
Mexlco nci 

 

thc internxti(n1aL lxx-

Pronrftly i Vrsllingbn, or.rr
Secrclary of 

'\inr, 
Newl()n B|kcr,

inr rcdiirtcly ordefed ucliN ,lolm l
Pershing, wirh rn xmry ( t '5,000
nren firrnr thc b.llr'al(l($ jn !:l Pdso,
to pu|sue irn( l  c i tptulc "Pxn.h()

vilh.
To sLrppor!  t l is l l issbn, l l )e

Arllry sign.ll C()fps First ,{cro
squadron under the corrlrnncl of
(i;rpt Benjx|in Folrl()is, wrs
xssigncd ro Pcrshing's ''pur livc
expedilion ' Thc squaclr(n hicl
eight olcl, low?owereLl CLrfliss lN3
Jennies, u sr.ritable ti)r flying nlorc
ftxn fift), nilcs frcxn bxse.

In xclciii(n 1.) C1rptiin Fouk)is.
there wcrc nine p11()ts, 82 enlisrcd
men, ,r civiliirn mcchxnic, xncl av''o
enlistL'cl mccllcal c(r'psrnen. Thc
gr()und cquiprrent c()nsjslecl of tcn
trLlcks, an automobile and e 1-e\\,

On March 15 thc squeclron
reachcd colLnnblrs, NM, ncir the
lx)rcler, eod the next clay flew a
tw() plane mission int() Nle)dco. On
March 19, thc squadron was
ordcred t() plocccd to Cesas
Crancles. 135 n lcs sourh into
lllcxLco HrA I \\rnaLsj LJclt oI nJvr-
gxtionel cquipment, poor rneps,
inadequate milintenance end
mouniainous temin tooh their t()ll.

20

T$ () planes $crc destro_ved. leav
iDg slx. All f()ur airrDcn surrive.l.

O\.er the next threc $'ccl<s the
squxdron w:rs uneble t-vcn to get a
glimpsc of Viila ()r his arnl)'. The
pilots cor.rlcln t coax tlte Jelxrics
high enoulah to fec(mnoiter the
m()Lrntain elcas \\here Villx s troops

'lhe dry clinutci wxrpecl the
pl.ures propelle$ xncl blon'jng slnd
wlought hxvoc I!ith Lhe enllincs.
H()wever thc squac|on still hecl si-r
planes in questiomblc .rpcrating
conditi(nr After plcircLrng fb| rrore
plxnes in vxin. Capt]i, For.rlios
use.l his sqLrldro[ lruinly i() cxrry
mril ancl dispxtches betwccn the
U.S. , , . | rny groun. l  uni ts.

Two plancs l'ere fl{)wn lo thc
supposcdly f i icndly ( i tv {) f
Chiinuhnr to contxct the A|rcricirn
Q)nsl l  1br hclp k) I tct  rr i t icr l ly
needcd l l lccl ic inc end f ixrd. ' l l tc
pik)ts: lncl  thc- pl i rncs srrrvi lcd scv-
c|al  ( lose encoLLntcrs with i rnj l f ,
l l lobs. bt t t  f inxl ly g() t  N\! , ly x l icf

ik iDg n( l inrcrr l ILry fepr i fs t()  lhc
l l lx ic C)l  (hci f  phnes r l rr t  l ldd bcen
cl:rrnlged 1>y burnjng cigxfettcs i tnd

IJy Apf i l  I  l  thc scluclrrrn,  r l ic |
tlying ns rruny  rissions, irs l)()ssi-
ble.  rves r>rcle|ecl  bic l i  [o ( i tLrrrr l \ rs
i l l  rhc l ls t ()  wait  l i ) r  ncw plrnes
By ris rimc only iw() pLxncs \\,oc
even soilcwhilt xirw(n1hv. |imlly
in ColL nbus, Crptxjn !()ulois put i
il1rlch to thc tw{) tjred Jenlries sa)
thrt n.r onc ()ulcl order hillr ta)
txke thcm up l1glLilr,

me.Ju u-tt.l. Secal1.l Air Diuisk )tl
Assac llth Air l:orce

SKICf

.Name: J() ln Davis
"Age: 8l
. Livcs in: Des N4oines

ittornc)-/]amateur

.'l-raininEl: Del-is does n()Lhing spe
cial  to l rain lbr soo$'slding.
Ho\\.ever, his claily routille of xbolrt
20 mimrtes of strerclring and

Peak Performer

$,'ejght lifling, rnd nearly clally
w.lk of 2 miles helps kecp him in
slupc. He golfs flequently, choos
ing to $'irlk the coul5es rather than
ddc in x golf cx(. He slaloor \\,:rtcr
skis and \\inctsu|fs cluring suulner.
.Dier: This reriree .kresn L denv
hlmsell foods he likes, he just exts
in rn(Jcl€rerion lloderxtion is real-
1y the key. hc s:rid
.whxl got hi0r stirtccl On one
cold \\.intef rftem{)cxr in January
\\,hcn L)avis \\xs .ri x frien.l Lalkcd
him into going snoR' skiing on a
snral l  s lopc ncir  l iunrboldt.
EventLnlly hc heeded out wesl xnd
kx)k sornc ski ing lessons. l )ur ing
(nre lesson, an instftlctol tol.l the
cl:Lss evcry nrcnrl)ef hir(l to nm a
NASTAII c()npetilion. NASTAR is an
ircronym frrr Nxlionirl slanclerd
Raac' Pxcesetters run it colltsc,
then c() |npet i l ( )rs i r fc juclgccl  rgir inst
thxt t inre. Skiers hi ln( i ic i rps xre
brse. l  (nr thcir  igc gfoup irnd how
nl lrch Jorrger ' thLrn thc oxt ionr l
p: lccscl tc l  i r  rxkes thenr 1() ski  r
coLrr ic.  L)rvis i , (n1 x si lver rnedLrl
rhc l i rst  l i r rc l  hc ncecl a NAS IAR
clent rr lc l  l ' rns f i r (c( l  evef s ir ' rce,
cI | f , r i r ' rg hLrnchc(l$ of nrcdnls.
.A((rnrpl ishuronls L) i lv i  hrsnn)fe
rhr ln 21)0 g() l ( l  nrc( l i r ls to his frnre
tin NAS'lXlt r!cir1g. l)ufing rhc
1998/99 skiing scisorl, hc lcar:hecl
r nrilcst(nrcr llis NAST R s(or'es
liolrl thc seas(x1 (Jl racing phccd
hirn No. I  in the n.r t i (D lof  his igc
crrcltory.

Drvis flncls skiing to be i chil
lcngc xnd plans t() continuc sldiDg
rnd conpeling. "LikL' my wiit siys,
I \'c ju$ bought rny lest sel of slds
f()r lhe lburth timc, he says with a
l.lugh
.Ach,ice: Anyonc who wints to
stxr sn()w skiing should txke r les-
s(n (n t\{) fi$t. Devis rcconr
nrencls. Once a pcrson has sonre
lcssons Lrn.ler his or her bclt, hc
ec\'ises takinil the slopes et r com
fo(xblc p:1ce. co Rith x frieid
who can ski e littlc better, he says.

a: rcdi\J uI i |)robasco Souers

Ed-we rdn d nnrLt lLrtgtb.l coueralle
af-bbn's accomPlisbments in a Pre
|ious issue t)J the Cel.ig ola
corl ectiart. BLtt ,:1s orlf .tgitlg .ioiu ls
bellitL lo credk. it s uell uofth redLl-
iltq.tg.tin

Retiree,/NASTAR



Hidden Treasures!
Going through old fi les, Bruce Rice,740th Squadron,
(now deceased) did while with the 455th in Cerignola.
days. All ad credited to Joe Hunt.

uncovered original art that his bunk buddy Joe Hunt
These depicted day to day lite during those war torn

/ --e-/- ' f.\

V/=ffiJA: 'ffi,:,r:
Joo nade a sketch of the planes as they were to take off. Reninded him of elephants all in a line each holding the oth-
o16 tail in its trunk.

Tent 30. Bill (Pappy Hays - forcground, Sgt Waltet Ziobrc background and S/Sgt. Bob Kelly fat right.
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Joe Hunts description of Bruce Bice's day in ltaly.

ftz To. l+*4n
Rtl*t sznf,+U>n
0( fLy fauerc-
Tu *"t n*'rtuwo-
€ortue dan/t ePa
l ;ke tL i  s  .
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Joe Hunts @prcsentation of the Power Turret Maintenance "Same days arc hke .},is!
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Bruce Rice's home"away-from-hone as 6een by Joe Hunt.

Joe Hunt looks at life in ltaly!
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B'-24Libetatot TO: 1,5th AIR FORCE
Flight Manual Is
Availatrle

A copy of the llight manual
for the B24D airplane is avail-
ablc fr<>m Aviation
Publications, Box 357,
Appleton, \Xry 54912-0357,
Attentlon Debble Engleman,
Customer Servlce Difectof.
(920')7 33'44a3 / FAxt
(920)733-0676, web site:
n-ir-w.hbs.net/gcc,/ $ 1 2.75

The manual is a faithful
reproduction of thc origlnel and
contains nurnerous illustruti()ns
end tables, as well as a history
of the B-24's evolution.

Additional flight manuals are
available (pdces vaty) firrr B-17
Flyinll Fortress: B-25 Mitchell
Bqnberi Maftin ts-26; Cufliss
Standarcl Jn4-DJc[11y; Ctumman
wilclcati Crumrnnn F6F Hellcati
Nlessersclrmitt ME-262
Str.rrmvogel; l3ell P-(r3; LockheecL
F-llo; Hdwker HLuricllne; Spitfirei
Dc H?lvilancl MosqLritoi P61
Black !tridow; F-82 Twin
Mustan€i; ,{16 'tcxan; Flying
vings oi Northropi l'40'warllawki P38 I-ightning; Rcll P-
39: l'47 ThunclerboLt; Forcl
Trinotor; Piper CVlll3; Coftiss
oX-5; X 15 Resexrch.

If interesled in eny nanual,
contact Debbie Englenun at
Avialion PLrblicetions.

WORLD'WAR II
\{ETERANS:

The March Fie lcl Air
Museum, with all its V/old \var
II aircraft, military aviation afti
facts and memorabilia, has
altained die strtr.rs of a most for
midxble memo al to the Udted
Statcs Air Forcc. Founcled by
General -lames Mi lins in 1979
rvhen he was Conrmancler of the
Fifieenth Air Force, it is 1oc:1tec1
xl Mrrch Air Resefle Base, close
to Riverside, Crlifbrni.. The
entLlnce to tlie MLrseun
grounds is just ofl I-215 and is
readily accessible to \.isitors

Presently, the Museum
grounds consist of a spacions
parking lot, .a corlrtyard, |1 world
\var ll-type h:1ngar, a l) 38 build-
ing, an !1ircr!1ft restor!1tion build-
if lg anci 50 plus nil i t:rry:rircraft
on static display.'l'he Corittyafd is a rccently
completecl area - - landscapecl
!1ncl stmctured to facilirnre thc
recognition of militnry r.rnils. Iror
example, the builciing c>f one
wall was financecl l>y the 97th
I]onlb Group Rcunion
Associati(n ancl cledicltecl to dre
Fifteenth Air F'orce fbr V(n1d
\var II units to displiry thcir unit
plaques. The 97th :rlso nr.de a
large donation to restore lhe
Museum's B-17 - - its x beeuti
fu1 sight and a star artraclion for
vlsltols.

If the Museum is to lirow in
staturc, it will need morc hous
ing for its artifacts (presently the

<lisphir h:,rs to be rotated
becxuse of insufficient space)
for its vintalie aircraft vrhich
need protection fron the weath
er. for a restoration center and
for an education center.

BLlt this sort of expansion
requires money. Now with liltle
time remainin:l tor us \!-$(lI vet-
er:lns, it's time encour-age all
vn.ho ere financially ablc to
becolne donors to the March
Fielcl Air Museum expansion
progren. Ancl in order to .rssist
in this effint, I s,ould suggest
thxt all \Vorld W.{r II unit of the
Fifieenth Air F()rcc conriiclcr
holcling their ncxt r-cunion in the
Riverside area ancl visit the
Museum ns part of their pr'()-
grxm. lt wili be nost lewxrdinli.

Bob Rinmel
97t11 lloDtb Group
Feb. 42 Oct. '4.1

errug**

Greetings from Pearl & Tom
Ramey

455th Bomb Group Association, Inc.
PO. Box 4043
Sierra Vista, AZ 85636
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