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Belated DFC
On 26 Aug. 1997, TSgtjohn J

Cxrey Jr. wxs presented the
Dr.slinguished Flying Cros-s ibr"extraordinary achievernent whilc
partic4)ating in acriil Ilight" on 18
Dcc 1114 by orclcr o[ (;enelal
Ronxld R. Fogleoran, Chicl of Stxft
xnd lbe Honorable Sbclla t.
I0idnrl l ,  Secrctery ol thc Air Force.
On 18 Dec 19,14, Sgt Cxrcy,455
RG, 743 BS, wofkcd in an open
boolb biy lo rclcisc afmccl bonrbs
which hung in thc r ick$ and jeop-
irdizccl thc crc$r xnd nirclift. Hc
accomplished this leat standing oo
a n;l f fow cntwalk alt l i l ty clcgrccs
below zclo and at 27,000 jcct wrth-
out a constricling pArrchLrte We
sxlule you,. lohn.

Df]ES
AnDli l  dlrcs shoLrlal bc Dil icl  no
l i tcf thin 1 Novembef ftn lhc fbl-
Lwrnt ye .rr t  i fe McrnbcrshrDs ;rf(.
$1fi0 nunLrj l  cluc-s, Sl5 wir low
Associxlc Menrbcfs pxy no alucs
Youi addfess libcl on tlis isslre
will tell you how nranv vL'ar\ vou
arc in thc ^r'rc.u.s Chr:i:ks shoirlrt
bc nlr.le oLlt to: 455th Bomb
Group Association, Inc. P.O. Box
4043, Sierra Vista, Arizona
85636.

r\
Chaplain's ([ \
Corner l, (

t \

l'ou hitve given me xnothcr (Ll)'
O God, unlouchccl ind ncw T rsk
yoLr to renerv me. lool

|ofgive lhe many errors thxt I
nlade yesterday and lct me try
:llatljn, cic;lr God, lo '\'llk r litle

BUL Fillher, I em wcll ilware I
cirn t makc it on Dry o\r'n. Take my
lmnd rnd hold ir rjght fof I can'l
w;t lk alone.

l

and 1999. Some rvidorvs have
s.-nt checks to continuc ars
Associutc Mcnrbels, These
checi(s hxve been returncd
because, accordinc to our By-
hrvs, wirlows of nlcmbers lie
consiclcrcd to be Lit'etit)e
Associite l\{embers.'lblr1 llamey is continuinc to
publish the Cefignolir

S/Sgt Robcrt D Skinner 10/28/97
7,i3rd Squadfon

Cipt Il. Il lvlorrison. lnteliisencc
OlIiccr 712ncl SctLlirl:hon
trrrnk l t i tn( l i r l l  5/12lt8
7.13fd Squldfon

OLl|  he:rr ls iuc with xncl  s]nrpxlhies
go to thc loved ones of the 455th
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San Diego Chosen
For 1999 Reunion

San l)iego has becn chosen for
the site of the 1999 reunion. It will
officially staft oo the 23rcl of Sept.
The bxnquet will be on the 25rh
and depenure wili be on Sunday,
dle 26th of Scptenrber. For the fi$t
time wc h^vc conlracled with
,{rfied Forces Reunion, lnc. to do
the "delail" work. Thcy hxve a lot
()f experience doing this Details
ire now being wofkcd out wilh
thcm.

This is tbe seventh .155tb
rcunion to be l le ld.  As mxny of
yoLr nliy recxll, the first rcLlnion
wes held i l t  the Raintrce Inn in
Color:rdo Spfin&s io micl-Octobef,
1987 Sincc thcn we bavc hid
reunions throLrghout the nt id IJS
ind on the Dast Col l$t  in 19t3, bLtt ,
never on thc Wcst Coast Scvclr l
nlenrl)efs askccl llbolrt having ;l
rcunion ur the Wcst Cotst. Sln
Dic!l() wils cfiosen bccaruse of its
bcrut i ful  t i l l  wci l lhcf rnd Drtny
xv:rilxble aclivitics. 'l l1e 'fowo &
CoLlntry llcsort hrs Lreen choscn as
thc si lc l l r i$ is I  vely posh rcsorl
with sevcrirl acrcs ol gilfclens, six
dininl t  and tbod l ic i l i t ics,  incIr( lng
n piz2i l  k ikJren and i  dcl i .  ' lhcfe

xfe even IoLx out(k)(r 'po() ls'lhc 
rcso( hrs x lottl o1 900

r'().xls xvailxble. Ilescd on pxs!
cr l )cr icDcc, wc ve .skecl lbf  150
rcxnlrs !() be set esidc for our
reunion. \ \ re wi l l  have a buf let  din,
ner on Tbu|sdey nillht ancl binquct
on SrlLrfdxy nigbt t l r . r t  wi l l  bc hel( i
al the resort (As usual, Fridxy
night is sevc. l  l i ) r  the specixl  ectrvi-
I ics hcld by othefs )

The fesofl hes given us lifge
spice lor our "Flospit i t l i ty l looDl ,  x
plrcc where we can n)cct xnal tx lk
about our "rexl  expef icnccs " ( l f
you lxdies bel ievc just hel f  of  what
you heiu, your-'--l) SpcakinS of
the l.rclies.-ltey migh! Iike to visit
Ihe largesL shopping center in the
S{rn Dicgo arcr. It is ilnlnecli;ltely
adjecent to the resort xnd wilhin
eitsy walking clistencc

From Sen Dicgo Airp()rt to the
resof is a 15 minule ricle Thc Sxn
l)iego Air?ort is serued by 13

2

mejor airlines. 'N/e are working on
arrangements for transportation to
ancl from the airport.

'We have nrany "inactive" mem
bers. \{.e'd sure likc to get them
"active" and come to onc of our
reunions (befbre it's too late).
Therefore, tbe board of directors
has voled to give a $45 subsidy to
all nre bcrs who come 10 lhe
reunion end who have peicl theit
98/99 dues by the timc the spring
issucs of the Celignola Connection
is mxiled The mail in!( hbel oo
your spring issue ol the Cerignola
Cooncction will sbow 98/99 or an
astcrisk in the uppcr riliht hand
corncr if you ere qullificcl.

The Spring issue of the
Ceilanola Connection will ciirry
mofc dcti i ls ibout the ocl i t  4551h
Ronrb Cr()Lrp Associirt ion rcunion
xnd thc rcLroi(nr activily li])loN for
yoLr lo nrei l  inlo AFR. Thcy i lrc oltr
igentl

\Vcll, sce you in S.n Dicgol

Missinq or Inaccurate
Addresises
MIA? WE NEED
YOUR HELP!
The Postal Service advises us
that it cannot deliver the
Cerignola Connectlon to our
members listed below. Thus, we
have deleted ihem from our
mailing list. They are stil l on our
membership roster, wlth an
asterisk in front of their first
name. They are:

John V. Bretl; 2 Pillow Lace
Lane Apt 424-D, lpswich, N/A.
0 1 9 3 8

Wavne H. Fullbrioht: 36 1/2
Turirpike Rd., erdvahO, NlC.
28712

Manin J. Goldman; 407 Beech
St,, Hackensack, NJ. 07601.
1 3 4 1

Kenneth R.  Hampton;  414
Colleen Dr., O'Fallon, lL 62269-
3401

lvlrs. Eugenia M. Unnell;528 S.
Quebe, Tulsa, OK 7 4'112-41 98

Alvin E. Riewe; 17811781
Pebble Beach Dr. apt 114, Ft
Meyers, FL. 33907-6736

Jerome C. White; 217
Cunningham Ave., Cadiz, OH.
43907-1004

lf anyone knows their where-
abouts, or has any information
about these members, please
let us know so we can brino our
database up to date. Send-lnfo
to 455th Bomb Group Assoc.,
Inc., P.O. Box 4043, Sierra
Vista, AZ. 85656-4043.

OLD COMRADES
I walkecl anrong
n)y conrr:tcles
briLve,
LDor thxr bloody
hil l  I  stw no luovenlent,
Nonc  l t  u l l ,
l rof i t  was dexthly sl i l l ,
' lhere were t lo cries fronl death-
ly l ips.
No sol( l icfs l t l lsphcmy,
I ct l l  their naines out,
l lvcrlone,
But no one answered ne.
I know each rock, each clun]p
of tfccs,
'lhaf marks dris hallow ground
For in llry mind I see them fall,
And hear that batt lc sound,
But now the si lence takes my
breath
For irll that I can see
Arc fows and rows of crosses
whele
Old corruades used to be.

-flnknown

@ $  - 5 - $ 6



you ancl yours in good
hr.rlth .rnd cnJoyin-g lrfc I fecog-
nLzccl Ine nlyslety. lvr i l lor In l l te
Ccrignola Cof lneat ionl

BiIl Arnold
\vrites-

t hope this finds
xnal voufs rn q(

Radionran-Hafry Frontz
Nose Gunner-BiLl Laxenby'fop CunDcr-Rill Kincaid
Bell Gunner-Gayle Cunningham
Ingineer-[x1l Bears
Tail Gunner-John Cekiynski

It is believed drat al1 these peo-
ple except for Ceklyrski werc
lost oi one oi thc ,155th l s
sions, sonrc of thcnr nuy have
l)ecn repatriatcd.

The Real Heroes
As \\'e tfevel alonll lifc's rocky
roacl
so f i l lcd with prin and str i fe,
Lct 's fcnreDll)er thc onc thxt
sh:ues the lorrr l ;
she s t l iL'  cx-l)Ow s Wif i '

(JLlr nrenrofic's i fc f i l lccl s-i th
oirys rone Nco
when \\,e l ivecl i l  ( l l rngcrous l i fe,
An(l thc'onc rvhcr shlres lhenr,
l ts *,c r l l  know,
is thc cx-l)OW's $[/ i lc.

OLrr oloocls s\\, ing l i l ie chrngin.q
ticL's l ln(l  thc notcs oi thc
l luLrt isfs l l lc,
L l l l l  thL-  ( )ne th l l f  an( [ [cs i l lnd
rlwrrys r l) i( l ts is the cx-POW's
Wi fe .

So \\,hen hcr cllrys on eiftli irre

rncl yr:r ini ir l  nrcnrories no lonqcr
Ll te.
l)cl l f  l ,ofd, |r:rke hcr I bccl of
swc'L'tesr cl()vcf,
fbr she rv:rs rn cx-PO\V's \Vife.

l?obett L T.l.kt'i tllay 5, 1987
rep tlnted .lt1)1D tl)e Stdl.tg XVII-B
170 t | )s le I I d". auld X- POW

The New Year
Thc nliln \\4lo -qoes i|to the oerv
ycilf wjthollt some priorities
governio-q his l i fc and without
solre principlcs .quicl inl l  his
behrviof, is prcy to the tempt-
ins, Lliinrpo ent and (lcstnlctive
things iD l i fc

The new year is an opportuniq/
to sort out the useless tasks and
plan for the impo.tant; to review
the failures and resolve to be
successfill; to take an inverltory
of causes and pledge life to pur-
pose and seffice. These being
done, the new will truly be
na- ,  . l i f Fe .an r  . - ,  A - r r - .

C. Nei[ Strait

Are You Missing a
Photo?

Again, rnothcr photo without
thc nrne and:idclcss on the
beck. This photo rvas with olher
155th phoros and bccime clis-
connccted from the lot. I'm sLre
it wxs included with thc group
by error rnd it 's owner would
cherish it back. lf you know
wlro this is, pleise let your edi-
tor know and he wil l scc that ir
is returncd.

rid

Thoughts To
Ponder

QC
- / )yt

-<'2

I rcgrct to inform you of the
deith on J.nu:ry 12, 1998 of
.lohn Ceklynski who sel./ed \\, ith
the 455th and belonged to the
Associetion. He was a tri l  .qlrn-
ner in the 742nd Squidron. His
pilot's nanre w:rs vinton S.
(v'iDdy) Reynolds .]ncl dleir rir-
phne rv:rs the "wincly clipper".
llive iittlchecl a list of llis crew
nrcnll)crs in ctsc sonreone
kecps trrck of these things..John
hucl been in pool herlth firr u
co!l)le yeirs.

.John ir(l I l iveci in the sunlc
i lrei l  rof r l l l rr ly ycl lrs l tno ()r l ly
r ln)Lrt 5 ycl lrs eeo I cl iscovc-r 'ecl
Ne h:rd both bccn in the 455th.
wc hil(l sonrc .qoo(l tin'lcs
t()gethc'f,  l l ()n{ $,i th $()nrcl othef
2.i  bLrff.s in thr. 'xrcx. We htcl

l) lJnnc(l t() go t() the Itsl
fr 'Llni()n l)t l t  rvc bolh cnclc.cl u1t
rvith nrccl iclr l  l )() l) lenrs l l t  th: l t
Irnlr ' .

Al sonrL' l)oinl ( lLrf in.q.l()hD's
()L[ wirh the l55rh, circunt-
sl l ] lrcc's l)rc'vc'ntc(l  hinr l iol]r 11y-
ing wilh his cfcw orl ()nc l ]r is-
sion I l is cfL'w cl icl not fct l l f l t
f l . ( ) n r  t h l ] t  m iss ion  l rnd ' r i l l  h i s
d! 'rth hc wus dist iessc(l by this.

lbnr, I  r lwrys look fbrwlrcl
to thc CL-fig0oh Conncctknt xn(l
re:rr l  i t  rvith I grelrt dert l  of i tr ter-
cst lhxnl(s t irr lr l l  tht- ef l i l  t  you
h]\,e l)ut int() dris over these
n)lny yetls.

IJi/L

Crew of the "rVindy
Clipper" 455th
Boin-b Group -
742nd Sqdri
Pilot-Vinton S. (Yrindy)
Ileynolds
Co-Pilot-Kenneth L. Phil l ips
Navigxtol- l 'Nul L. R jnl(
Bonrl):lrclier-Clycle 1W. Adhrlr

By the time you make cnds
neet, they move thc ends.
Budget: A nrethod fbr going
bfoke rnethodj!rl ly

Ilver stop to think aod lhen
forget to start agilin?



The following rnicte
appearcd jo the recent news letter,
Thc Journal, ol the Second Ail
Division .{ssociation (2ADA). The
2-^DA had the combat B 2,1's of the
Bth Air force assigned fbr opera-
tiolr-s during !?WIL The 455th has a
respectable showiog of nilmes for
the large plaquc thar will bc
mounted on thc B 24 moclel a total
of eleven The names of Coloncls
Cool and Soowden are included A
total of 15 namcs by the 455th will
appelr in thc Book of
Renembmncc Of course, other
gft)ups of the sth Air |orcc did
Inuch bcttcr, c.9., thc 93fd wilh 6l
names on d)c plaqLre and 9t ln the
llook of Rcmcmbrencc. Many of
you will renrember that Coloocl
Cool, Thayer, Iieefer xnd myscll'
scrvcd in the 93rd befbfe joining
tlrc 1))t l)

'l hc a[iclc h:rs a fornr lbr yoLrf
use to rcgistcl- fbr lhc dcdicirtion
ccrcnronies xl the Aif Fofce
Acuclcnly oo Scptcnlbef 25, 1rr8
All xrc wclconre, one necd not
hivc palt icipited by nrrking donr-
tions. l will look fbfward 1() seeing
45'f i  vctcralns, your tanri l ies ancl
hicnds.

AlAscb

Ottr B-24 Bronze
Memorial

OUR GOALS AII.E IN SIGHT
Thxrks t . )  nrrny oi  you, the

lighl ilt lhe cnd of thc tLrnncl is
shining brightly. we rre rlpiclly
lneeting our goil of ruisinll
$150,000 for lhc sculplurecl  bf t)nzc
nrodel Lo tre placed in lhe Hon{)r
CoLrrt  i t  the Llni teci  St i tcs Air  Fofce
Acaclerry et Colorido Springs,
Colorxclo, s,ith clcclicxti(nr ccrc'
nronies on Seplember 25, l t9.q. wc
hivc ovcr 180 indrvidLr i l  n inlcs
ffol]l lhe 2ADA and one oryaniz:r-
l ion shown separately,  the 3rd
SeNice Air Division, is sponsot-s.
These \\'ill appeer on thc lar€e
Lrfonze plaque to be mounted oIr
the pedcstal of the Il 2.1 nrodel.
Na es ere lisled un(lef tbeif Sfoup
hceclings So c groups nirclc vcry
generorN corlfibutions tior lheif
4

treesluy funds. Eleven persons
iiour othcr organizltions. inclucling
thc 15d1 Aif Fofce, one N:r\.T' per-
son and one 1l 29 pilot, contrjbuted
and theif nanes will elso xppexr
on the plaque. 1Ve are receiving
more contributions almost daily.

SPONSOR NAMES ON THE
BRONZE PLA.QUE

lirod raisin€{ is always difllcult,
but thcrc erc up siclcs to it. I took
on the job of designinli both
^ l r - " e .  r ; r  r l rP  ^ . . 1 . . r . 1  ^F  r l . .

nrodcl with the txsk of efanging
the names of contribulors fin- the
lergcr onc. I  hid thc pleasLl |e ol
tx lk ing with mrny ol  you by phone
and inter lacing with a nurr lxr of
othcrs throLrgh thc post.ll scrvicc.
1i(/c irxvc morc lhxn 20 oxmcs Ibr
the pl i rque lhir t  rrr 'e sponsorccl  by
othefs l\'lost of lhe 20 are
cleceesecl i  solne wcre ki l led dLrfnlg
thc wuf,  I  l i lked lo the sporlsofs
for l l - rese honorecs xnd experi
cncccl  thc closcncss, c ir ing, ancl
resPe(: l  lh i !  co' lL inucs l ()  exist  i r ()n1
our f ly ing conl)xl  in ouf bcloved
1\-2.4.

NOTASLES FOR T'I{E PIAQT'E
!0e hirve sonlc ootxblcs lin thc

plalque, threc hxvinJl  rcccivcd rhe
Medi l l  o i  l lonor i lnd l8 \ \ rn) l lcw
t lre fanrous low-r l t i tude f i l ic l  : rg:r ins!
lhe Ploesl i  oi l  fef iner ies ()n Ar.r l | . rst
1, 194J. Ooc'ol  ol l f  notr l ) lcs,
(lencfrl Ceor.lje S llfowD, be( nre
Cl lr ie l  of  Slni l ,  Air  Force xDd lr tef
sL'r-vcd Lrnclcf thfcc I)lc'siclcnts is
Chi i l rDxn ct thc J{) inl  Chicl ls of
Steff. Generll Leon Jobnson, Nledll
o1- l lonor rcc\) ienI;  harcl  i  d ist in-
guishecl Air  Force cefeef (see the
ouI stindinEl rniclc rn IhL' wintcr
- loL[nr l  l )y Dick But lcr)  xod B/Gcn.
Jxnes Stcw. f t  ( l innly) x lso ht. l  r
distinl|.rishcci cirrccf durin:l \I/odd
Wer l l  l ly ing wi lh Lrs i ln( l  he sul)se
quent ly c: l r f lcd oLtt  scvcrr l  inrpol
t i int ,rssi l jnnrcnls t i ) r  thc ,Alr  l ,orcc
as i l  r rseNc ol l iccf  lhc ni lnres of
odrcr norrirles hlvinlt outstinl:ling
mil i lxry end civi l i ln c: l ree$ rfe
include(i .  wc afe:r l l  proucl Ihxr we
seflecl wilh lhese individuilis Their
sfafi in life $'as tionr our R 2'1
orSenizi t ior$ rnal l lonr scrving
srth outst:lndinla pcfsonncl who
nrrdc sicf i f ices to I \ , in t l le \ , : r f .  Tlrc

Air I'orce Acederny caclets study
militxry history, inclLrcling -Air lorce
lexclers, as e part of thcir clrrricu
lum, and I know nrany will nole
the nemes on our plaqLre. 'Ihe

inference will be there that these
notabLes started from our B-24
organizations during Y/orld War IL

D(CELLENT REPRESENIATION
OF 2ADA MEMBERS

f)ave Thompson of the 93rd
h3s hclpcd mc orgenizc the namcs
and orgxnizations for the lilrg.-r
plaque end has built up the drtr
b:rse in his computer system. \Ye
nlxde :r chxrt, 20 x 45, with lilles,
organizati()ns ancl n:r es ln lhe size
print b be oo lbe plaque. we both
sludied it ancl concluded that i1 has
sorlre fesemblance to an operat ions
orclcr or a pcfsonncl ntovctlcnt
()rclcf .  A col)rplctc cross-scct ion of
grx. lcs rrr  incluclcd; i .c scrgcxnts,
l l ight ol I iccfs,  l icutcnimts, cnpt i l ins,
nrr jors,  coloncls xnd €lcncrals.
l  hrrrugh nry r(sclr fh !rncl  inteffalc-
I l l i  wi th sonrc ol  yor,  I  lbuncl that
xl l  ski l ls ncccssi l fy ()  bLr i lc l  up: l
LlfoLrp xrc lcpfcscnlccli i.c pik)ts,
l )(nr l ) : r f  c l icrs,  nrvigxL(r 's,  pi thl inclcr
ol)cratknN, l l l rnncrs, acr ir l  cngi-
nccrs, rxdio opcrak)rs, l-xdio nr]in-
lcni l r lcc,  rrnl inrcnt,  orclnancc,
nraintcnincc n1cn, o[)cr 'a! ions, iotcl-
l i lacncc. i ( l rDinist f i t ivc i lncl  othcr
suppoft  pclsonncl.  One viewirrg
thc pl lquc rvi l l  quicklv scc thxr thc
Drcolor ix l  w:rs sPr)nsrrccl  by B-24
woflc l  Wxr l l  vctemns, l ] rosl  ionl
lhc 2ADA N.n i  s inglc col lDrny
\!hidr prolr tcd by bui l ( l ing thc
B-211 enci its conrponenls con
tr ibute(I .  we should al l  be prourl  of
tl)ls

TIItr 8,24 OPtrRATED IN ALL
THL{TFIS

Davc lb(xrps(n end I  hi lve
conrpleLed tfre design of lhe snrrll
er pl : l . l l re,  16" x 16 ,  rnd scnl i t  io
tl]c scrLlp!o. for his productlorl
\K)k. v'e ere using the themc Ihxt
Lrur B 24 operxtecl in :tll dreiteN
;rncl wc flov'n try sevefxl xllied
counlfies in sddition to drc Unitcd
Sletes. YoLr will sce fiis whcn you
visiL the Acaclcmy.

BOOK OF REMII\{BRA,NCD
All nx cs, regilfdless of the

anrounts conhil)LrtL-cl, will :Lppelr nr



lhe Book of Remenbr;lnce sonre
delails of tlre forn^t xre yel to be
developed. However, names of
persons and groups that sponsored
othcrs (Honorees) will be shown.
wc arc plxnniog to print cnough
books so that copies will be avail-
able for those who want one.
Copies will remain at the Academy
lbr people to read and for other

DEDICATION CER.EMONIES
All parc of the project are on

schedule. Mark September 25, 19t8
on your calendirr for the dedicetion
ceremonies. There is a registlation
fbrm on this page for your cesy
Lrse. My t€l€phone nrxnber ls
(301) aal-1376 until May 10;
thereaft€r: (616) 629-4056.

Letters To The
Editor

Re Cerigoola Connection,
spring edition 1998. Thought I
would let you know that the pic
tu.e on page 23 of thc abovc cdi
tion of Lou Dolan's crew is from
the 740th Squedron Ray Ciccone
has attended the past two reunions
I-ou Dolan, Sa Jernisn aod Stcvc'frLrlran attcnded in Coloreck)
Springs sever:rl years ago.

Stanley lretsatl

s s s s
Re Cerignola Connection,

spring eclition 1998 Please correct
nxnrc in plroto lowcr left to Patrick
Schiavo

$ s $ s
As sooo as the newsletter

came, I read tbe whole thing and
want you to know that all the work
you must do to gct it out is appre-
clatco.

Charles B. lvells

$ $ $ $

Thanks for SprinS '98 copy of
the Cerignola ConnectioD. l'vc read
it and enjoyed every paragraph. I'd
hoped, rnaybe a paragraph put in
the newsletter aboLrt a copy of lhe
history book somcone would heve?
(455th) I hought 5 - one for each
o[ my childreo and one for mysell .
I Seve n1y copy to :l son, who s
ncighbor moved end left no fbr-
werdin!{ xddress ancl took nry son's
copy. So I gxve n)ine up I nr anx-
ious lo rc-ard nbout thc ncxt
rcunion Yolr!e ctoing a grei l t  job
and we do enjoy yoLr c{forls to
l)ring uri thc ncws.

MaftluctTle li Vtdste.l

s $ s s
I was l()okinlt thfough the

spring 1998 ecl i t iur of the
CeriSnola coonection and noticcd
an appirfent eror in lhc crcw pic-
tLrlcs. On pagc 21 you showed x
pictufe of the Wriglrtson crcw. Thal
wrs a picturc of the l)on
Mo,rlSonrefy crew which was also
shown in the fall edilion, 1997,
p rge  21 .

lD ol the crew is as fbllows:
Ffont row, L Io R: Jxck Bell, Tail
Turfet Gunncri Divial Nelson, Nose
Tu et Gunncr; Y/illiam caileglter,
\x/aisr Gunncr; Jim O'Conner, Radio
Operrtor; . lolm IIcxly, Engineer

Bxck ltow, L to Rr Don
Montgomery, Pilot; Magnus
Sielifricd, Co-Pilot; John BlllinSron,
Bombardier; ClaFoo Knowles,
NaviSator.

Magnus Siegilied

------------RES-E-FVAiTONF-o-RM-------------l

B-24 Groups Memorial Inc.. B-24 Sculpture Dedication
Air Force Academy, Colorado Springs, Colorado

September 25, 1998

Namel

lGroup: Air Force

iSpouse:
lNicknames;

lAddressl

:COST: $50.00 oer oerson, which includes reoistration kit. lunch at the
iofficer's Club, and banquet at the Radisson FIotel.

IHOTELS: Blocks of rooms are beino held at three hotels under "B-24
iGrouDs'' unli l  Auaust 24, 1998. Make vour own hotel reservations.
I  Rad isson Nor th  . . .  .  .  .  .  .  . ca l l  (719)  598-5770
I Hampton Inn Nodh . . . . ..call {719) 593-9700
i Best Weslern Palrner House . . . . . .call (719) 636-3108
iFree airoorl shultle service is available from all hotels with 24-hour noti-
iJication required. Taxi is about $35 each wav. A summary of available
llours wil l be in your regist.alion kil. Grey Lirie Tours wil l-pick up at all
!nolels.
lPlease send this lorm and $50 Der person to:
i "B-24 Grouos l\.4emorial. ldc."
i do Neal Sdrensen. Treasurer
i 132 Peninsula Road, Medicine Lake, l, ' ]N 55441-4112
i Telephone |.612) 545-2698

INOTE: Colorado Sorinos is 6100 feet above sea level. The Academv is
17100 feet above sea le-vel. Slrenuous exercise or elbow bending may
ibe a health riskl

l N u m b e r l o r D i n n e r :  . . . . . . . . . . . . S t e a k
i  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Chicken

iPnone/r€u:
i



r
s $ s $

I received my Spring '98

Ccrignola Connection ycsterdxy.
Surcly thoulaht it s/as gre.lt.
Conllrxtulati()ns Tom R. I notcd Ihxt
Dcccmbcr 3, 1944 is rhe latcst mis-
sion (+159). OLlr crcws:lr-rived on
Decembcr I  to the 455 B.C.,713rd
SqLradron Ibn well I remcmber.
Cold and no place to slccp So.. .
we al l  spent aboul a wcek sleeping
in the O Club I  l r icd a bi8 chir i l
the ifst night bLrt afref that uscd
the crap tablc.  Some used t l )c Ping-
Pong tebles, othcrs on the lloor.

$ $ $ $
kl:  Sure, you c. ln lc-:rch in old

dog ncw t f icksl

As usurl  j  not only lcrd thc
Sprir lg l9r8 issuc in onc si t t ing
bul wenl brck rnd ferd pef is o{ i t
lof  r  scconal t in le ' lh inks l i ) r  yoLu
l jnrc and cl l i ) r1.  You arc rcxl ly ()ur
q!!ry iink 10 (\l| "!]lo ioLls' pxsl ln(l
1 think i t  is gct l ing nrorc i rnport inl
by thc .Lry -  witncss ' f inr l  l l ights. '

Al lef . lnrosr 53 yc:!-s wc
lin()wn survivors ol Bruok s cl'crv
(or iginr l  ' I ! l . -  I 'cc '  ' l i rDc ( jx l  Ocw)
(713fd) l in i l ly loc:r tecl  our l l i r l l'I'uflcl (iunncf Ollcr C[tck
(Arki lns.s) l le 's rcsponsiblc lbr 2
of those swnstikxs ot her "\Vill ol'
I lonor." But, r.rntbltunrrcly he w:rs
vcry i l l  ind prssed twxy ir l
December 1916. I  lh ink i t  wis sl l l
to l )c so l i tc I  pefsont l ly cnjoyed
youf 'Dot loo dd cduntn I  col t l . l
be in thi t  cat lxnn, too, I  l t rvc !()
bfrg i  l l l t lc ( i l  lot)

1 When I nroved kr AZ in 198.1
ilicf 2t yc:rrs of lilwyefing in
l l l inois,  I  s l l r ( i ied tbf  ind kx)k lhe
AZ ba. exaln. P.sscd it fiNt time 11
the ege of 60

2. I wrntcci to be a pilot in
19'12 but cl:issificelion at Srnrll Ana
sricl I wxs nlofe queliliccl lbf nxvi
galof so I wrs scnt to n;t!,illillion
school and evcnt lr i l ly f lew with
our belove(l rii5rh 7,13r'cl ur rhe
g.ealesl  pi lne, bar none "Tee Pee'f inre cal . '

On retlrrn to the states, July

6

19.i4, I applied for pilot school as a
student office. (Still waiting to
stccr.) flnfbftunatcly my instructor
aI Brxdy, TX, class of 45 F,
Steartu:rns dldn't think I had rhe

ght stuff to "steer." So I never got
to leim to be a pi lot  on army t imc.
Bul I didn't give up It took a while
but attached is copy of evidence of
my first solo, .1/8/9i at the age of
7 1 1

I aDr purposcly using Scottsdalc
Inslrxnce notepaper to cvidcnce
tbilt 1 am still enrploycd full time,
llyiog a desk in the Chim
l)epertn]ent as a Litigatioo
Specixlist - supelr,'ising tritls ali
ovcr the country. I now hxve 200
opc'n sulls rn vanous slages to
i l l loLr l  20 st i tes My spccir l ty is
Suits lof  lh lsc Arfest i rncl  lxcessive
Force by l)olicc Officefs. Wc insufe
'i,{)00 sn)ill police depitfilnrnls .lnc1
shcri l ls xfound f ic colrnlry and
lcgxl nrirfketll:lcc Wc insure ittor
neys In mirny slxtcs My i lge .  .74
in(l slill i<oing cllr ily.

.sJ/ G(l/rtN

ljl): ,4 cah' oJ ,t_y. tt)laligh! cctlll
cdta u(Lt ?tlclostl, ttos -.j2762tiI9l,
(lllcsle(l l)t MXhaal (;. AJt ice,
L:( t1 iJlat I 11 itlh I I ) t st n rct or.

THE 455TH BOMB
GROUP IN COMBAT
(a continuing series)

DECEMBER 1944
Mission 160, December 6 Thidy-
seven B-24's took off to bomb the
marshall ing yards at Graz, Austria.
All planes returned to base when
weather prevented them ffom
reaching the target. Some of the
planes jettisoned their delayed
fuse bombs in the Addatic white
the remainder brought their bombs
back to base.

Mission 161, Oecember 7 On the
third anniversary of Pearl Harbor,
two B-24's iook off at 0223 hours
to bomb their primary target at the
head of the Adriatic. One aircralt
abandoned the mission because
the weather appeared to be clear-
ing and otiered no cover from
enemy fighters. The other aircraft

bombed the alternate target, the
marshalling yards at Klagenfort,
Germany. This aircratt dropped 1.5
tons of 100# RDX bombs by
pathfinder method and returned to
base at 0730 hours.

Mission 162, December I Two B-
24's took otf to bomb targets in the
Vienna area. One aircraft returned
early because of a malfunction of
the pathfinder equipment. He jetti-
soned his bombs in the Adriatic.
The primary target was clear and
the other aircraft bombed the mar-
shalling yards at craz, Austria by
pathfinder method with good
results, as fires were seen in the
target area. Flak at the target was
moderate, inaccurate and heavy.
Both planes returned to base safe-
ly.

Mission 163, December I Filteen
B-24's loaded with 500# RDX
bombs slruck the industrial area of
Linz, Austria by palhfinder method.
They reported that they had a
good run on the target. Flak at the
target was moderate and inaccu-
rate. No observalions were made
due to the cloud-cover. All planes
returned to base.

Mission 164, December 12 Four
B-24's equipped with pathfinder
equipment took otl to bomb the oil
retinery at Blechhammer, Germany
without escort. Two of the aircraft
bombed the primary target as
brieled. The other two bombed a
target ot opportunity at Neisse,
Germany by pathlinder methods.
One oithe bombs dropped at the
primary target was a leaflet bomb
and in fall ing, it shatlered the ba 
housing the palhfinder equipment.
Three aircraft returned to base and
one made a forced landing at the
island of Vis.

Mission 165, December 15
Twentyjive B-24's dropped 50.s
tons ot 500# RDX bombs on the
keight yards at Linz, Austria.
Bombing was accomplished by
pathfinder method, so no results
were seen. Flak at the target was
moderate, inaccurate and heavy.
No planes were damaqed and all
returned to base.



A Mystery...
By Chadie Stark

Inlmediately fbl
lowing the San Antonio '95 reunion
nly son io San Diego showed me a
reissue of a May 1945 Timc maga-
zine.

In a two page ad wilh ll picture
of an aircreft, Buick was bitgging
ebout the large nunrbcr of engines
they had built for D,24s. The air
cr:rft pictured wasnt a B-24
bccause it had a large siogle velti
cd l"il fin Ir could be a pR4y
P vateel but tbc nose section was
too long so I figured it ntLtst be a
R 32 wtrich I had tirlkcd to sonle
one iboLrt  beck in Sen Antol t io

,^ trip to the Air & Spice
Muscum Librxry in Sirn Diego
seemcd k) c()nflrln whxt I thought,
the aircraft pictufed was il ll-32.

Tbe problcnt was thc D-32 usecl
!fi igllt engincs and not Pfatl &
U/hitneys. So I wrote a stoty cisti-
gxt inS BUick Ibr not knowing wh.l t
lhe air(ral !  lookcd l ike l in whi( l r
they wefc bUi ldinl i  engincs

Fo unitc ly 1he story didn' t
rDakc i t  ink) thc Ccl ignolx
Conncctror)

\(/ilh()ul thc oppofltlnity to
lccxtnrnc the plctLrre rgain, I
believe lhc pictLrrcd aircfili wll.s x
PB4Y-2 whidr I havc now lbuncl
out, did get en eight foot nosc
extensic)n during the wtr xl()ng
wi lb biggcr t35OHJ' cngines
SUl)f is ingly,  with rhcse lx l lcf
cngines :!r(i thc sanle gross wcillht
es thc I l  24, the cluise sp. 'cd ol  rhc
I]B4Y-2 wits l istccl  ; rs l . io MPi I  xnd
I lUPl l  s lower rbtn Lhe I ,D,1Y-1 I ls
crlrisc r:lnge oi 28{)0 miles wxs xlso
sl ight ly less Ihin the BP4y-1 i rnd i$
ceiling wis cnly 20,000 ti'et srn.c iI
wils nlended prilnarily fbr pilrol

Disfegarding ell this, I heve
lhouShl rhe l,B4Y-2 wirh irs nl;rjes-
t icxl ly high t i i l  wes acsthet ic: l l ly a
nicef Iooking riq)lirne thitn oLrr B-
24 :ud lhe B 24 nlighl hilvr
reccivcal mofe fecognitidt fbr its
accomplishmenls drning lhe war
hild it looked like thc Pivatee. I
hope I don't ilet chifged with
heresy for tbet strtenlent.

It wasnt difficult to llgure out
that the Liberator, Privateer aod the
ts J2 Dominator wcre all related.
They all used the long nxrrow
Davis wing similar tricycle landing
hear and originally the B-32 started
olrr with a B 24 rype twin rail.
\Vhen it came to the fuselagc the
B-32 differed from the other three
since initially it was designcd witb
pressurizecl conlp:lrtmenls. It hed a
cylindrical fuselage.

Stebility problems during tcsF
ing lcd Consolidated to try ^ B-29
tail section on thc B-32 but thit
dido't Iotally solve tbe proi)lcnl so
they designed lheir own single
veflical Iin tlil.

l tchnical problcms and f i lulty
pfoclucti()n worknrxnship plegLtcd
the B 32 thror.rghoLrt i ts desiSn l i fe.
Its lirst tcst fligh! wxs teirnin:ltccl in
20 nrioutes dLre to a rudciel bin]
lxb pfol) lem with tbe phne lancling
at No h lshnd N:lval Air slatioo
alicr tikirrS oll Iiom Lindbcrg field
in Sin l)ic!io. They arc ooly a t-ew
miles;lpafi .

Six n(nnhs liltcr in tuly ol'
1943, Richxrcl McMlhin n
Consoli( lx1ed tesr l) i lor wis ki l lcd
ilncl lcsl rccofcls were destlc)ycd in
r (:rke ol l  chsh cl lLrsed by i  l l ip
nri l l !octi(r1. l lcpetit ion of lests
ciused rddit ionit l  dcl iys in thc
oevcropnlcDt pr'ogrinr.

(i(Dtr-:rct c3nccllirlions werc
pfoposed scve.al tinrcs by dre nrili-
tery and thc pfessurized cabin lea-
Iulc wrs el iorinttecl which
rncreilsed iL\ m:tximL ll bomb loed
ro 20,000 pounds

'l he l] 32 cven htcl problems
wilh i l- \  nrme Ofigrnally i t  wes
cxlled thc'Tenninl l tof rncl that
!v,rs chinf{ccl lo "DoIninxtof." ln
M.y ol ' .15 "I)ominxtot" w,ts con
si.lcred politically incorect and it
became just the B-32.

I. in. i l ly in Jenuiry of 1945, crew
tmining !{ot slttfled with plancs thxt
bid bell. st acldcd in plecc of gun
tLr cts Pilots got 50 hours training
in lhe TB'J2 :rnd Co-pilors got 25
hoLrs with 2i hours oi ()bselvcr

The B 32 still would not hxvc
nitde it to the wlr zone if Generel
trlclienny hxd not insisted on using

the B-32 since he could not get
B-29s for his operations.

A very few operational test mis,
sions were carried out in the
Phillipines in late May of 1945.
with limited flak and no fighter
opposition, the B 32 was consid-
ered operational.

The 386th Bomb Sqdn was
converted from A-29s to 8,32s and
moved to Okinawa following the
dropping of the "A" bomb in
August of 1945.

Ilostilities were supposed to
havc ceased and some B 32s were
assigned to photo recon mi$sions
over Tokyo. On the 17th of August
4 B-34,i werc hit with radar con,
trolled llxk and tlghters. Several
tightcr kills werc claimed. lhe fol-
lowlng day two B-32s were egxin
ovcr Tokyo on pholo lecon. This
t imc, one B-32 was badly shot up
with ooe crewmao killed. Two
fighter kills were claimed with one
probable.

'l'bis n)issioo gave tbe 8,32 the
distinction of having flown the last
conrbat nission of the war on Aug.
18 ,194 i .

The last B-32 nission of the
wxr w.s llown on thc 281h of
August widr four assigned a pholo
recon asiin over '[bkyo. 

One lost
an engine on rake o1T, slid off the
runway and cxploded killing its 13
crew nlcmbers. Rcturninll from
Tokyo, anci other B 32 losl 2
engines, thc crew b^iled out and
lwo livcs were lost

About 115 B-32s werc buil t
plus 12 incomplete ̂ ircraf! that
were llown to slorage dircctly from
the factory

]'he B 32 ccrtainly did no! have
an cnviable rccord.

One B-32 was supposed to
havc been set aside for stttic dis-
play at the Air Forcc Museum but
unaccountably went to the choppcr
in Arizona in 1949.

The preceding is a very con
denscd version of the B-32 history
taken front the internet. It would
be inleresting b get a first hend
feport about the B 32 from some-
one who flew them. Collapsed
nose wheels were quite common
and I wondered if it was causcd by

conunuedonPas€ s 7
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pilot error or inferjor clesign. At this
late date lhere are Probably very
few surviving that flcw the
Consolidated B-32

her, the plane was damaged over
Mlrnich on Sept. 12 and macte an
emergency lxn.ling in nofihcro
Italy.

The B-24 sile ls reilly very
interesting anci I lhink it would bc
wonhwhile putting the a.ldress in
the newslelter for the benefit of the
compllter folks out there. It sl
v'F w.machlqw.com/824lsuest-
bookhtml.

There are severrl options lrom
the following address:
'ws'w.mach3s'w.com/B24l.

On The
ComDuter
Frorfi Italv

Turner (38435136) tP/"w - Rm)
liom Texas,
Cunnef Sgt. Roberl J Hubbard
(35091674) (P/W - RTD) from
Indiane,
cunner: Sgt. Charlcs R. Dunham
G8511841) (P/w - RTD) from

Gunnef: Sgt. Gcorlle rJ(/. Lehmeicr

Jt. 3178434) (P/w Rm) from
Pennsylvrnla,
gunner: Sgt. floyd K. wagner Jr.
(13110857) (P/w - RTD) from
T]tusvi l le,
PA 1 dead

On A Sunday
A-frternoon

Alicr my rehrn lionr San
ciovannl in 19.14 rnd a 30 clay
del.ry en routc to Athntic City fof
rcs! and reassignmenl, I cnclcd uP
in a l . lncy hotcl just off lhc bcach.
I go! in Idle at nighl, founcl Iny
roorn, got clcined up and wcnl lo
bed Thc nexl m()rning, all breitk-
lasl, I wals told to report !o nn
oll ice thxt h: ld been sct LrP as an
(ndcfly rooDr. I t  w:ls x couplc clays
before Christnras and I iust wtnled
to rcst To my slrrPrise, whcn I
reponccl, rny orclcrs were all nrade
out for e scven day Christmes fuF
lou!!h, wilh train l ickels aveilablc in
fie lobby. So muclr for rest I wcnt
h(xnc igiin, rcturning New Years
Eve with e chengc in Noflh
I 'hi leclelphii  Ahef tesl ing, I qu^l i .
f ie. l  lor cadets, but wis tr lked out
of that by a jrsychietrist Maior who
thought I d be Lretter off as an
ir1.strLrctof. llc offered me sorne gra-
luily lliglrt pey ancl six wecks in
"cll1rm" scbool at Larado, Texes
before being rcxssigned to
wcstovef Field in Chicopee, Mxss.,
rrther tllan heading out Io lligbt
school in Ncw Mexico I believc
his Dention that I'd remain state-
side longer as an instructor than as
I cadet had a loi to do with my

Six weeks at inslructor's school
and, true to his word, I was senl to
Viestover Field about 100 miles

conl nued on Page I

1
Charlie Sklrk
155 Gas.s Rd.
Pinsburgb, PA

Frank
Hosimer
Writes-

15229

'l'he B-24 Internet site
is 'eally wcll done 3nd very uscful.
'lhere are hundreds and hundreds
o[ nressages on the guest book,
inclLrcling
1. Notes f iom clew enlbcrs look-
ing fof other fuiencls or clew.
2. Childrcn or spoLrses looking for
sor)rcone to tel l  about therr pdrcnts
or spouses wbo wele cirpturcd or
ki l led
3. Stuclents ol people intcfested in
hislory looking for inforntition
4. some Iooking for: ln cquivxlent
di la si le on B-17s of other i ircr l t .

Thcrc ife photographs xnd al
l lul let in board with a l i ine sunl_
nrary (t-content, irutltor, lnd clltlc.
lnteresled rcildefs chcck on it lo
see the rcturl content.

I put a nlessxge on the B 24
gucst book oo the intefnet tel1in8
aboLrt the 455th Bomb GroLrP and
looking fbr one of nly missirlg
cfew ncmbers within a couPle
days I €{ot e messa!(e fionr a lxciy
in no h ltely ilsking for lltofe inior-
nation atroLrt a plene th:lt was
forccd down anal lhc crew Inenl-
be$ wcre caplurcd lly Gef rens in
Sept. 44. I notice thilt nonc ere on
our cLlfrent fien)Del losler ind
only two ^re listed in the 4551b BC
book and tirst nxmes ere listed as
unknown. She's doing histoicill
eeronautical research.

I used the national direcrcry
xnd located two of thc crew menr-
bers and talked to thcm on the
phone. One of them knows lhee
other crew members. I've Siven hcr
lhe two nanres and addresses I
bave.

In talkinll to the two crewlnen
and in a later communicetion froln

I

I anr an lef(xlxLrticil
locxl rcse:rrch ;rncl I 1rrr cloiniJ irn
llisto.ic senrch of C)soppo acro-
dfonle sitccl in North-Exst ltnly duf-
ing the seconcl world war.

I ferd your nrcssagc in B-24
Vctcrans siles gucslL)ook.

ln vkrini ly of lhc Osopp() r i t-
port wcrc shot down onc B-2,i of
4551h BC, 7401h BS I hxvc
"MissinS iir' cfcw fcpofts illlcl I
rvint to pul nrc in corrtxd widl thc
protigonists or xDy olhcf pefs(r'r
thrt can givc nre news/doctr-
nrcnls/photos lbout these
episodcs.

l.orccd llnding: 2 Scpt 191.1
14:30 at Tagliiurcnto bfidge :lt
Osoppo. One clc:rd 1ll caplurc.l
alicr r gun flre bctwcen fesislirltcc
nrovenrcnl incl Gerrrr1l1 tlooPs; 2
ol drenr wounclccl
Crcwsr I'ilot: 2n(l l-t lllonrxs C.
Yrilcox (0 768776) (P.v - RI)T)
f iom Cil l i lofni.,
Co Pilot 2ncl Lt John P. A(lims (0
825750) (P/\(/ RTD) trorn
Indiena.
Navigator: 2nd Lt Phil ip IL
Roberlson (0-825750) (P,/w - RlD)
f lonr S. Dekot:r,
Bonlberdiel Lr. cilrl A vilhelm (0
772907) (P/w RDT) fronr
Meryiend,
Enginccf: Sgt Ilfuno Scime
(20258387) (P/w - RTD) from New
Yofk,
Ridio operator:Slit. Gilbert L.



ffom home, es the roacls wound in
1945. ln l.te February I stated
tcaching sighiing for aerial gunnccy
two hours a day. I also had to take
P T. one hour a day, three days a
week and I had a 50 fiile class A
pess in my pocket, good tbr most
fortunetcly the roads betwccn
Spdngfield and Boston were quitc
heavily travellcd. (I olten paused to
give thrnks to the intclligcnce of
thirl psychiatrist Major.) It wis easy
to catch a ride, but almost esscotial
thxt you knew how to rcprir tires
because of lhc conciilion of the
ro:lds, the age and condilion o[ the
war-worn tifcs and the ages of
most of the drivcr. Travel was
grcit, but I soon leerncd oot lc)
retlrn letc Srurday niglrt AboLrt dre
only thinli on dre road llren wcrc
big, very uncomlortable lrlrcks
Ooce, lale on Suncl:ry, I rclLrfneci
oo dre l)ack of a nrotor'cycle hold
ing an ovcrnighl bag in one hnnd
wrth i near death grip around the
chest ol dre driver. At timcs, during
that ficle, I bcgan to lhink thit B-
24s weren t so bid al ief al l .

ln a couplc montl$, insl[ lct ing
wals lloing well dnd wc hxcl
Iexmecl to lrarde ol'f clxsses to gct
extfl dxys olf Aftef a few cl:lys crll,
I deci(lcd l'd felufir eady ()n it
Sundxy alicrnoon. I c:lught i ridc
lionr 'wobL|l.n to \galthinl on drc
old Route 128. ('lbdiy the new
lloutc 128 circuDscribes Boston
flom thc No(h Shore to thc Soo[ih
Shore.) on the Boslon Post roird
xnothcr fide took ,ne to thc vicinily
of \forcestcr. lt was :r rather w'trrll
afternoon in exrly Spfing ind I wes
slill in clress O. I).s wilh i fLLll
blousc wlren, after' ;t sfrolt rvelk, r
big wcll kepl black sechn stoppecl
wirh en clcle y couple insiclc As I
entered the fcar doof, the lldy
noticed nly 15th A,\| petch, nry
wings and ribbons and ̂ lfiost
im ediiltely said, "hive you been
in Italy?" lt seemed a liltle ocLcl to
me that sonconc her age would
kr, ow rvhere the 15th AAF was, but
I answerecl in thc iflirmetive Thal
sta[ed e sleady strexn of qucstions
ebout my duly, type of lxne, posi-
tjon, how mrny missions ]'d com
pleted, where I was heade(l anci

$'hel wxs I no$, cloinfi. Trying to
bc polite and answering thcir ques-
lions wilhoul glving t()o nLrch
infbrnution, I bcgan to wonder if
perhaps I was talking too much.
'lhey didn't look like spies to me,
but I remcmber lhinkinS of the
poster, "loose lips sink ships." Al
Iast I told thenr I'd been trnincd as
a gunnery instructor and thal I was
now leaching at westovcr Field.
l hc geotlenren who wxs drivinEl
said, "that s grcetl We fe Soing right
past lhe ficld ilnd we can df()p you
oll rt dre gate.' lve drove along
another few minutcs when lhe M$.
said, "deir ,  lhere s a l loward
Johnsons just up thc roed, why
don't  we stop lberc for sLrpper?' In
thosc clays, illong lhill road, thcir
foo(l wxs rl)oLrt thc bes! avxilxblc.

'We 
wefe seiltccl ancl the wail-

rcss l)r'or.riihl rJs w1Ltcr :lod the
 rcnus, As we looked ()vcr dre
nrenr.r ,  lhe l ldy sr id,  'yoLr nlusl
know olf  son, hc s in thc l5th AAF
nlso'  I  cxpl i l ined as best I  could,
Lleirrg crfclirl no! to go into
specifics, thAt d1e lith was a verT
lilfge outfit with ulroy Iicl(Ls sl)fead
ovcr nr iny di | i l fent p.r ts ol  t taly I
wirs Duch rcl icvccl  when thc wait
fe$s inlcr-Lrl)tcd lo like otrr (x(lcrs
xn(l  nr:rkc i  l i t t le snr l l l  l i lk whiclr
changccl t l rc subjcc|,  iof :r  \ . , ,h i lc.
The ord(fs r fr ivcd sho ly ' rnd wc
rl l  stxf ied cxt ing I  c:rn\ rcnren]bcr
wblt nry hosts hrcl, but I wxs mxk
ing i  lce$ of i | ied clrr ls,  Frcnch
ftied polilocs alnLl colc sliw willr
thc knowleclge th:rl a dish ol onc
of thcif 28 llavors wes on ils wxy
lbf clessefl. Suddcnly hcf triin ol
th()Lrsht rctLrrncd incl  she sr id,
'evelyol-rc sccnrs to know ouf son'
xncl  shc mcnt ioncd his ninre I
wasn t  prylng prrt ic l r l i r  r l lenl ion,
blr t  I  dic l  hexr hcr nlcnt ion thxt he
w^s rn oflicer I lolcl her thrt I wes
on a rcplilccnrent cfew, lucl irrived
in Itxly al-rout thc 4th ol Jlrly ancl
since l 'd l lown nry I i ls l  nl ission on
tbe TIh ofJuly and 50lh on thc
12th ol Octol)er, thxt I reelly ciidn t
heve l)ruch tinrc 1() socillize to
meet x lot  of  men. I  x lso told ber
dr ir t  being an enl is lccL mxn thet,
cxccpt lbr nry oslr cre\!, I knew
vefy ie$, otTicers Shc thcn tolcl Ine

that wouldn't heve mettcred to hel
soni hc likes to gel acquainted and
socializc with everyone. Feeling
this to be a bit out of thc ordinary,
I asked, "just what is it thal your
soo does?" "Oh, she said, he's the
Protestant Chaplain the thc 4'idr
Bomb Group." Al this point, quite
embarrassed, I flgurcd I'd aheady
saicl too much, and swallowing
hard said, "Iln sure I should have,
but to lhe best ol my knowledge
I'vc Dever rnet your son."
Somewlla! relieved that I hadnt
told thcm my group number, {
midc sllre the su]rlecl w$n t
brought up again.

vhcn they dropped me off al
the gitc ol westover Field lhat
cvening, I realized what a wonder
Ill couple they were, how prord
tlrcy wcfc ol lheir son ancl how
nice thcy hacl been to me I ve told
tlris slory twicc in the lisl 53 years
oD thc occarsions of bcinli rskccl
whnt nry mosl enrllarrassinll
n10l)1ent hAd cvcf bccn.

lhis expefience ol minc is in
responsc to l-ou Hlnsen s cill {bf n
Cll iplnin !o write the "Chxplxin's

Corner . lniclc a couplc t imes i l
yc:lr iD the Ccfigoolit Conncction I
clon't koow who hc rv?rs or whcre
hc canre ffonr, but I suspect i t  was
sonrewbcfe in Vcslcrn
Missachr.rsells. I know nodring
al)out lr iur, bul ir  ging l ionr his
wondcrlil parcnt-s, if you crn fiod
hin), I feel sule hc d bc xn cxccl-
lcn! cindidite fof the iob I would
pemonally l ikc to nlccI hin) and
think hinl for the wonder-firl expc-
rience of n1y chancc nrcetin€( of his
percnts one Sunday aftemo()n in
drc Spfing oi 1945.

- $ - $ * $ *



It Was the Ground
Crew That Kept Us
Flying

The combat achieve ents
would not have resulted wilhout
the outstanding suppol1 of the
grounci echelon. Every indivicllril
wes dedicated lo lhe clestnrction of
tbc cennan war nlachine. The eir
cfirft maintcnence and supply peo-
plc nleloteined end "pxtched' the
rilplincs Ibr the followin8 day's
mission. Sonre airplanes seemingly
beyoncl fcpair lionr enenry actlon
u()ulcl l]y xgein liool the cllorts of
the 304th Scrvicc Croup enci
Squadfon Eogineerinlt. '1 l're comb:rt
c lews nr:rrvcl lcd et thc fcpeir  tech
nialUcs Lrscd. Many ai l - l ) l rnes
rctLrrned f i l lecl  witb holes, some
having more lhxn 50. Thc'se wrfr
pi tched by simply l lk in!1 shrct ing
"skin fr 'onr l  wrcckccl  x i fphnc,
cuttinS it inl() p;rldres to til ovel
thr holcs, rnd r ivct in[ t  in phcc.
' l 'hcfe 

sinrply w: ls not t inrc to
fcDtovc scc! ions of skin xnd
fapldcc i t  rv i lh ncw as 's thc
fc( lLr i rcnrcnt ol  todiry s l lv i ; r l ion
fcPai l  st ln( l r f ( ls Sonlc air l ) l l rncs
wcrc I)utchccl  so nrLlch l l r l l  thcy
wcrc nicknrnrcd tbe "Sicvc lhe
f!rggcd B-21s never f . i lccl  l )L 'c ir . rse
(t  thc nr ikcshi l t  pl tcbing

a 0
More Thouchts .L'\7.\

IO fonoer /t.\
v\

Why do banks charge you a fee
for insutficieni funds, on money
they already know thal you don'l
have?

Why do they call i t the Department
ol Interlor when they are in charge
of everything outside?

Why isn t 'phonetic' spelled the
way it sounds?

How much deeper would the
ocean be i l sponges didn't grow in
it?

Since l ight travels faster ihan
sound, isn't that why some people
appear brioht unti l you hear them
speak?

1 0

Crew Photos
rVithout A Home!

The following crew photos do
not have a home. If you ere a crew

enrber or frienci 3nd would like
the photo, lct mc know and I'll fbf-
waro lt oo rc you.

Ed

Rusty DLrsty
Lt.  Hoctor
Hxrt
Brimxgc
Leighion llopc
wriglrtsoo

ShoLt
Nicharis
Bhnkcnship
.Ji lck Montgonrery
Bob Rrkef
Mul l ineaux
l.cstcr Pinklcy
wi l l ixm I lx l l
Cxrl I Iit+tinl)oUrinr

AIRCRAFT
MAINTENANCE
llcfc l l fc  sontc l lc lL l i l l  n t l i r l lc t l i lnce
conrpl i in ls  suL)nl i t icd by US Ai f
l;olcc prk)Ls and lhc rcplics ir'(xn
!be mi l intcnrnce crews

Pfd)len1: Leti insi(le mxin life
elmost needs repl3cenrent.
Solrr ion Alnrost repl .ce. l  le l i
insidL'  nr3in t i re

Pfoblem: l )ME volunre unbel ievelr ly

Sol l ioon V{tune set k) I  mr)fe
bcl icvrblc lcvcl

Problcnrr Deicl bugs on wind
shiclc l .
Solution: I-ive bugs on orcler.

Pfolrlelnr Autopilot in ahitude hold
noclc pfoclLrccs x 200 fpln .lescent
Solutbnr Cannot repfoduce lhe
problenr on lhe ground.

Pr'oblenrr Nunrber tlrrcc cnllinc is

Solutron: llngine lound on right
winS al ter bf ic l  scarch.

The Price They Paid
Have you ever wonclered what

happencd to lhose men who signed
the Declararion of Indcpcndcnce?

Five signers we.e cxptured by the
B.itish xs trxitors |rnd tortured before
tley died. Twclvc hid their homes
ransacked and burned. Two los( their
sons in the Revolutionrry Army; |rnoth-
er h:rd rwo sons caplured. Nine of lhe
fifty six signers {ought and died from
wound\ or lhe hardships of the
Revolutiomry 'War.

Mr.rt kind of men were th€y7
Twcnry-four were lawyers and junsls.
IlleYen were me.chxnN, nine were
farmcrs and hrge phntation owners,
men of merns, well educxled. Bu! they
signed the Dechration of
Independence knowing tullwell uI
drc pcmlty would be death it thcy
were caplurcd. Thcy signcd and rcy
pled8ed their lives, lheir fortunes, and
thcir srcrcd honor.

()rtcr Brxxton ol virSinix, a
wexl(hy pl:inler and |llldcr, siw his
slrips swcpr lrom thc scxs by d)e
Bdlish ni!y. H€ sold his home and
propcrlics to pxy bis dclns and dicd in
rrgs.'lhoDr:rs McKcin) w:ls so hound€d
by llrc llrilish rhit hc wrs lbrced to
nrove his fxmily alnrost consuntly lle
seruccl in thc Con8rcss without ptly
xr. l  l r is fxnr i ly kept in hi . l ing. I ' l is pos
scssions wcrc tirken liom lrim .rnd
po!e,1y wxs his rewrrd. Vrndrls or
soldi.fs, or lroth, ldncd thc propc.rics
of lllc'Y Clyrrer, Hrll \X/.rlton,
Gwinnctl, I lc$]]vxfd Rutdcdse .Ind
Nlid.l1eron.

,{l lhc lil(lc of Yofktown, Tholrus
Nelson, Jr, noted lh.u the Brilsh
ccnenl Comr,:tllis, hxd hkcn olcr thc
Nelson lrolne rb. his hexdqurrters. The
owner (tuictly ur8ed Generrl ceorge
wrslrington Io open fire, which wrs
d0nc. 'lhe home wlL! deslroyed and
Nelsoo dicd brnkrrp! Imncis lewis
hr.l his homc and properties
deslroyed. The eneDy jsiled his wife
tund she died wrrhnr r fes, monrhs.

John lh.! w.rs cl.iven from his
wifck bedsidc is shc wis dying. 'lhcir

13 chlldrcn flcd for lhcir livcs. llis
fields xnd grist mill were lirid to wxste.
For more drxn r yerr he lived in
forcsts rnd ca\rs, returning home rtter
thc wxf ro lind his wite dcad, his chil-
drcn vanished. A few *,eeks ht€r, he
dicd from exh]usrion rnd a broken
herrt .

Nor s and Livingsron sufiered sjm-
illlr frtes.

SLrch wcrc lhc srcrifices of thc
signers ot the Dcclrmtion of
lndependence. They g:Lve us an inde-
pendent Americr Can we keep it



OUR CREWS

Caldwell.
Back row, L to B: Locatelli, Mac Mahor, Cahill, Kinnick.

Frcnt rc^ L ta R V;elc Ca;n: W lam Ca.ler Enginpcr:
Cha es Brcokman, Nase Tufte! GUnnet; Waller DGgich,
BallTuftel Gunner; Jess Muro, Radio Operalor; Slerling
Bayanl, Tail Turrcl Gunnel
Back rcw L ta R: Mc Geary, Pilal: Hu ey Lane, Co Pilol;
Charles Love, Bombardier; Mike Bolak, Navigalor.

Franl rcw L to R: Womble Black, Engineet: Douglas
Beene, Nose Turret Gunner; Glenn Calwell, Fadio
Opeetat: Wtllam P Ericl.son. Gunner: Leo Shaia. Gunnet:
Charles Brunaw Gunner,
Back row L Io B: Clarence Tayloa Pilol; Keilh Fostea Co"
Pilal; Walter Summerfield, Navigalor: Alexander Beltrami,
Bonfuardier.

Front rary L lo R: BiIy Finks, Engineer; Kenny vincent,
Engineer; H. Canell, Radio Opetulor Bob Caldwell,
Armorer Gunner; Jlm Weeks, Gunner.
Back rav L to B: Bob Wigley, Pilot; Bi Disbrwo, Ca-Pilol;
Joe Lukashavich, Navlgatot; Hatry Mccncken,
Bombardief Jahn Meield, lst Engineer.

Frcnt rcu L to P: Frcd Fnncis, Atl Hollaway, Geo@e
Hofet, Angelo Marcotrigiano; Lou Kent. (not shown"John

Back row. L to R: John clark. Naviaator: William
Jercchette, Pilot; Lloyd Reyiolds, bo-Pilot; Norman
Steward, Bambardier. .11

Fronl rcv L to R: Leanard Phillips, Badio Opeatot; John
Pell, Engineer: Harcld Emmans, Nase Tuffet Gunner;Alex
Walvak. Tail Turret Gunnel
BaCk row L to R: Joseph Hamel, Ball Turrel Gunnet; Jack
Fle'che. Bambardet: O^cn Flynn. Na\galat Don Bd eJ
Ptlot DZwd Lanohrla Ca-PlaL'

Frant rcw, L lo B: Schultz, Karney Andercan, Dakin,



From Your Editor .|tJti&'tu*rrr293X11O New Address
LabelsIncluded with this issue of the

Cerignole Connection is a corect
up to date membership listing glv
ing name, address, classification,
and unit. By loosening the top and
boftom staples of the Cerignola
Connection you can remove fhc
membership Iisting. This is held
together by one staple in the menr-
bership listing. You'll now have
two separate entities. If additions,
deletions, or corrections are in
order pleasc advise: Gus Wendt,
455th Bomb croup Association,
P.O. Box 4043, Slerfa Vlsta,
Arlzon 85636

YoLl ll love San Diegol l'hafs the
sitc for the 1999.cunion. lhc
wealher is outslanding 'lhcrc's :l
lot lo see and do. The fishing i$
greall Staft planning now to tttend
- we're not gctting any yollngef
alod won't il be greit to gct logcth-
er once agilin, sw3p yarns xncl lell
war storic$ 'l'hey get bcner ns time
passcs.

liecp youf war slorics, pbotograph,
and ndvenlures with lbe 455tl l
conrinlt lt's whit nrakes thc
Ccrignoh Conncction intefcsting,
and you newsletter. All o.iginill
nriteri:ll will be retufned altcf
pf inl lng

llcfe's sonlething to Lrll ilroun(ll
\Y/hi! En[Jlish word appears the
siune beckward, fo'wxrd and
upsicle down whcn i! is writteo in
c;lpititl lettcrs?

A Holiday Wish
Some children are ncstled all snug

in their beds
while visions of the holidays

danceci in Iheir heads.

But some hxve oo kerchicf.
And some havc no cap.

Sonre hlvc no home
f()r a long wintels nep.

'lbough the holidays is a time
for glee and good chccr
to the folks in the 455rh,

one thing is clcir l

The spirit of Siving
we hold in our heafis

nrust cxlend tltrouilh oLrf hands
to nlake :r new shLt,

would you dnd your lxni ly
consider wlm! you heal
and help ncedy familics

fir(\lgh lhe holidays ycif?

A fbod dfive or millens
oa ltl(r]ey or loys

woulcl hclp thosc in cf isi$
and might l)r iDg soDlc ioy.

Its only drrough givir lg
th:lt we caln gc't llltctk

. t l te pcicc and the joy
tlr i t  keep Lts int l ld.

Ilippy Holiclaysl

You']] notice that
new address labels are
used to mail you the
Cerignola Connection.
the new Executive

Gus l,Y,/endt,

PAID
SIERBA VISTA, AZ

PERMIT NO, 175

Director/Treasurer, had to make a
new data bese of the 455th nlem-
bers. llis computer was not com-
patible with Lou Hansen s comput-
cr. Thus a direct exchange of data
was not possible. cus points out
thxt hc is not a typisl, but, has
maclc co[siderab]e effort to nrake
thc new data base as accurate as
possible. lle would like 1() hear
frorn you if you nole an emor oo
youf labcl.

One new Icature has bccn
addccl to the labcl There is a nLlm-
ber in tbc uppec right lT anci corncr
of the label. ' lhis numbcr indicales
ihe lasl year thxt our rccords show
that you paid yollr dues and is a'rcnrinder." I f  yoLrr recofds di l l !r ,
plerse il(lvisc Cus, and inclicalc the
dlte and thc cl,eck nunrber that
you pxid you. due$ (It  should bc
noted thal our Assn. considers you
a nrenrbef cvcn if you'rc l1ol cut-
fcnt on your dLrcs. ,{ll you hilvc to
do t() rc-estiblish yoLtr currency ili
to pay $15 00 lbr thc cu,rent ycal
(1998) (1999 dues arc cluc Nov. 1,
199{l ) tl lhere is isterisk (") in the
uppcr r ighl hand cofner, you ife
on ouf books rs x I.iie Mcorbcr If
thcfe is i nunlbef sign (#) in 1hc
uppef right hxnd comcr, you ere
carried on our bcxrks as an
Associate l,ife Me,nl)c.. Associate
Lila Menll)c$ clo not pay annLr^l
rluirs , Ei.

. nj \-4.

45sth Bomb Group Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 4043
Sierra Vista. AZ 85636

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
ALLEN C JOHNSON
17 JOHNSON A\E
HL]DSON. T{A 0177:
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