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From Your
President

Another reunion has now come
and gone, Our attendance was sub-
stantially less this time from most
of our other reunions but was still
more than most of us expected,
and everyone seemed (o have a
great time.

San Diego is an excellent place
for 4 convention and there were
four at the Town and Country
Resort while we were there. The
organizers of our reunion arranged

for some great tours of that beauti- -

ful wrea, and we all owe a big
thanks to Gen. Eugene Hudson for
all the time and effort he has con-
tributed to this gathering. His help
was invaluable.

A new associale member, Craig
Ward, attended hoping to {ind
someone who had known his
father, John Ward, a co-pilot in the
740th Sgdn. It so happened that his
father was a good friend of mine. It
was really o pleasure to visit with
him, his wife, and his mother.

This reunion was my last offi-
cial duty as president of the 455
Bomb Group Assn. It has been an
honor and a joy for me to serve in
this capacity. There are many peo-
ple to whom 1 am indebted, espe-
cially Col. Lou Hansen, Lt Col. Gus
Wendt, Gen, Gene Hudson and
Col. John Davis. It has been espe-
cially rewarding to meet so many
members T would not have known
otherwise. I'm hopeful that we can
meet again at the next reunion,

Lt. Col Fdward Riggs )i

4
A Holiday Wish 4

\

Marge and [ wish for vou and your
[amilies a most Happy Holiday
Season and good heulth in the
New Year,

Ful Riggs

Your New Association
Officers — Board of
Directors

Officers

President — S, Sgt. Francis L.
Lashinsky — New — 740

Vice Pres. — 1st L Stanley M,
Iverson — New — 740

Secretary — T, Sgt. Carl R. Lolocano
- New — 741

Treasurer — Lt Col. Gus H. Wendt —
Retained — 741

Directors
Maj. James D. Gould Il — Retainecl
— 743

[s1. Lt Jack F Blum — New — 741
Col. John F. Davis — Retained — 741

S Sgt. David J. Frawley -- Retained
- 742

Maj. John W. Nash — Retained —
742

Capt. James H. Smith — Retained —
741

Ist Li. Edwin C. Mleak — New — 742

T Sgt. William P. Greene — New —
743

Col. Roderick W, Clarke — New -
743

S. Sgt. Eldred J. Specht — New —
743

Past President
Lt. Col. Clarence E. Riggs — New —
740

Lt. Col. Lincoln H. Townsend,
Secretary, 2nd S Sgt. Donald F.
Lonergan, Director, resigned due o
health problems

Final Flights

Reno P. Leininger, 3/30/99

M/sgt 74 lst squadron

Warren G. Miller, 4/3/99

Cpl 740th Squadron

John Orville Kerr, 3/23/99

tst Sgt 743rd Squadron

Robent Combs, 6/95

Lt 742nd Squadron

Eugene Villani, 3/29/99

T75gt 742nd Squadron, Ed Mlcak's crew
William C. Conlin, 5/20/99

S/Sgt 740th Squadron

John F. Jureka, 4/19/99

Colonel 742rd Squadron, Pilot, USAF
Ret. Commander of the Air Force Postal
Service

John W. Hawkins, 12/7/98

Lt Col 743rd Squadron

Eddy D. Gravwiller, 4/99

S/Sgt 742nd Squadron, James Brown's
Crew

Joseph Kenny, 10/6/93

Lt 742nd Squadron

Kenneth Griffen 3/99

$/Sgt 742nd Squadron

Raymond J. Ciccone, 11/20/98

Sgt 740th Squadron

Robert Kafka, 5/17/97

Capt 741st Squadron

James W. Whitle, 3/29/99

$/Sgt 742nd Squadron

George E, Baughmaun, 11/22/97

Sgt 743rd Squadron

Arthur J. Smallwood, 12/26/97

M/Sgt Group headquarters

Arnold C. Tatos, 3/21/99

Lt. 742nd Squadron

. Norbert S. Bailey, 8/14/99

S/Sgt 742nd Squadron

John W. Pearce, 5/19/99
5/8gt 742nd Squadron

Our hearts are with and sympathics go
1o the loved ones of the 435 members.
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Your new president — Francis L. Lashinsky and wife Dorothy — 455th Reunion, San Diego, CA.

There’s a Life
Membership in the
455th Bomb Group
Association
Awaiting You!

Board votes to change
cost of life memberships.

During the 1999 Board of
Directors meeting in San Dicgo, the
Directors voled o change the cost
of becoming a Life Member from
$100 to 860, This change will
become effective with the 2000 FY
vear, which is November 1999, In
addition, Annual Members who
had paid their dues for the tast 10
consecutive yvears Lthru 1999 can
hecome Life Members for 8§25, 1[
any of these members have already
paid their dues for 2000, they can
become Life Members for an addi-
tonal $10. This reduction recoa-
nizes that our life expectancy has
changed since 1988 when the origi-
nuil charges {or Life Membership
were established.

455th Bomb Group
Association
participates in
World War II and
Air Force
Memorials.

During the 1999 Board of
Directors meeting, at the 435th
Bomb Group Associdtion reunion,
vour hoard voted 10 donate $1,000
(o the planned World War 11
Memorial. Memorials are already in
place for WWI, Korean War and
Viemam War veterans, There is no
National Memorial that recognizes
veterans who served during WWIL
This Memortul will be construcied
in Washington DC, site yvet o he
announced, [t shoutd be noted that
WWIT wus the last conflict, where
the entire country massed behind
the war elfort. The Korean and
Vietnam conflicts had its dissenters.

simuliancously the board atso
approved a donation of $1000 for
the Air Force Memeorial. The
Memaorial is to be located next 1o
the Marine Memorial in
Washington, DC,

HATS ON!

455th Bomb L—

Group caps available!

455th Bomb Group (H) caps,
celebrating the 60th anniversary of
the B-24 Liberator are available,
These caps are white with a blue
bill, read 455th Bomb Group (H),
with a picture of the B-24 printed
on the front cap panel.

S8 of these caps dre available.
The cost is $7.00 per cap (includ-
ing mailing) and will be sold on a
“first come, first sold” lwsis, Send
your request and check o the
455th Bomb Group Association,
PO Box 4043, Sierra Vista, AZ
85636-4043

History Books Are
Off the Press!

At this writing the 455th Bomb
Group history rerun is off the press
andl in the bindery. I vou have
ordered books they should he in
the mail shortly. Response for the
book has heen great. We'll have a
few on inventory lor lale comers or
repeats but when the inventory is
depleted, it will be history.




“l dorr't see anything wrong with having a second dessert.”
Horace Lanford and wife Joyce. San Diego reunion.

Early Aviation
Innovations

On March 14, 1964, the Air
[orce Museum at Wright Patterson
Air Force Base, Ohio, unveiled a
full-size reproduction of an
unmanned flying bomb developed
and built by the Davton-Wright
Company during 1917-1918 for the
U.S. Army Signal Corps. This for-
bearer of modern missiles was the
invention of Orville Wright,
Lawrence Sperry, and Charles
Kellering.

Designated the Aerial Torpedo
and nicknamed the Kettering
“Bug,” this weapon never saw
combat action. The “Bog” had a
wingspan ol 17 feet 3 inches, a
lengih of 12 feet 6 inches, a heighe
of 4 feet 8 inches, and weighed
350 pounds. With a high-explosive
pavload of 180 pounds, it achieved
a speed of 55 miles per hour pow-
ered by a small 40 hp. four cylin-
der air-cooled de Palma engine and
had a maximum range of 40 miles.
It was launched from a dolly run-
ning along a light-weight track and
was pulled into the air by the
thrust of its propeller. It was guid-
ed 1o a targer by a system of preset
vacuum-pneumatic and electrical
controls, When the targel was
reached, a special control closed an

clectrical circuit that shut off the
engine and fired detonarors that
released the wings, causing the
craft to fall like a1 bomb and
explode on impact.

Although the final tests were
successtul, the 25 completed craft
given to the Air Service for further
testing at Arcadiz Field in Florida
had a high failure rate attributed to
launch crew inexperience. Mass
production at an estimated $1.000
per unit never came about due to
lack of funds.

The “Bug” had been the brain
child of Charles Kettering. He swas
chief of “inventions development”
for the National Cash Register
Company (NCR), founder of the
Dayton Engineering Laboratories
(DELCO), and the Dayton Airplane
Company (later reorganized as the
Duyton-Wright Company) which
built the "Bug.” Kettering's inven-
tions include the first electric cash
register, the clectric starter, and
improved ignition systems.

Orville Wright and Lawrence
Sperry were also pioneers in the
devetopment of automatic aircraft
stabilization devices. Orville Wright
hud been working on his version

since 1903 and received a patent in

October 1913. It included a pendu-
ium o control the wing warping
and a hovizontal vane o operate
the clevator, both working through

“If you think flying a B-24 in combat is rough... get into poli-
tics.” George Mc Govern. San Diego reunion.

servomotors powered by a wind-
driven generator. On Decembeer 31,
1913, he publicly demonstrared the
autopilot, making 17 tlights before
Acro Club of America observers.
Orville was awarded the presti-
gious Collier Trophy for this
accomplishment on February 5,
1914.

Less than six months later,
Lawrence Sperry demonstrated an
autopilot device that eclipsed the
technology of Orville Wright's
invention. This 20-year-okd son of
Elmer Sperry (developer of gyro-
scopic stabilization for ships) emu-
lated his father by developing a
similar device for aircraft. Rather
than using mechanical vanes and
pendulums as Elmer had, Lawrence
established a stable platform for
two gyroscopes in the cockpit of a
Curtiss flying boat. One gyro
sensed deviations in the vaw axis
and operated the rudder, the other
functioned for roll and pitch axes
and controlled the ailerons and ele-
vator. Sperry’s automatic pilot
formed the basis for all subsequent
automaltic stability systems includ-
ing modern inertial navigation sys-
tems.

Jack Michaelson, CPAM Volunteer

Kesearcher, The Wright Flyer.



Sgt. Salesman

Through persistence, persuasion and a little
pilfering, a salesman-turned-soldier showed the
Army how to build a stone house in a war zone.

Before America entered World
War II, T worked in Afanta as a
salesman. After I enlisted in 1942,
the Army gave me two vears of
training as 4 radio technician. But
my training in sales came in very
handy when I was sent to a mili-
tary base in Italy.

[ was assigned to the 455th
Bomb Group Heavy, which was
part of the 301st Wing of the 15th
Army Air Corps. The 455th princi-
pally used the B-24 Liberator, a
heavily armed aircraft able to carry
a very large bomb load.

I was a sergeant, and my job
wias to visit the B-24s the night
before 4 raid to set the anti-aircraft
jamming radio frequency for each
plane.

I usuatly would work from
about 9 p.m. until 1 4.m., which
left a lot of spare time. That's when
my sales skills became useful.

Nearly evervone at the
Cerignola base, about 175 miles
south-east of Rome, lived in tents. [
don’t know why they bothered,
though; the weather inside was the
same as the weather outside. Like
most of my comrades, [ did not
mind the cold, but rain was anoth-
er matter.

One night T awoke with a stagt,
as though someonc had thrown u
hucket of water in my [ace. To say
our tent was leaking is an under-
statement. The water was pouring
in. Jack Snyder and I did what we
could o 1ry 10 keep our few world-
ly possessions dry, then sat ralking,
mostly complaining about the mis-
erable living conditions.

sometime that night, T resobved
[ was going to build vs a house.

The next day [ began planning
my project, which presented sever-
al chullenges, considering we were
in u war zone, The most obvious
was a shorrage of building materi-
als. Bul a good salesian always
knows how o live by his wits, |
was confident T could lind what 1
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would need.

I learned of a sandstone quarry
about 60 miles south where
masons manufactured hand-sawed
“tiffi” blocks. These were solid and
about the same size as standard
concrete blocls.

What I needed first was a truck,
however, which required the
approval of my commanding offi-
cer. So I bathed, put on a clean
uniform, straightened my tie,
combed my hair, polished my
shoes, and went to see him,

“What do you want, sergeant?”
was the commander’s brusque
greeting.

“Sir, 1 need to borrow a truck
from the motor pool,” 1 replied
with all the confidence | could
muster,

“Truck¥” he exclaimed.

[ explained that our leaking
tent was making our lives miser-
able and T wanted to build a
house.

“Don't you know we're at war?”
he asked. “We're in o combat
zone!”

“Yes, sir, | do realize we're in a
combat zone,” T said. “It still rains
in 2 combat zone. Tents can leak in
a combat zone.”

I immediately regretted my
smart-aleck reply and apologized,
but the C.O. told me I was dream-
ing if I thought [ could build 2
house, Then, as if it were an alter-
thought, he picked up the requisi-
tion and signed i, saying, "I don’t
have time to fool around with this
nonsense, Go ahead and take a
truck!”

My buddies and T figured how
many blocks we would need. Then
we ook 59, all the money we had,
and bought cartons of American
cigarettes for 90 cents cach at the
post exchunge. We rounded up all
the hard candy we could lind, and
we were ready Lo do business,

Our arrival in the small lown (o
the south was quite a spectacle. L

seemed the entire town turned out
to greet us. We passed out candy
to kids and adults, and somehow
overcame the lunguage barrier to
barter the cigarettes for the
required nummber of tuffi blocks.

When we returned to bhase, we
were careful to avoid the C.O. until
after the blocks were unloaded and
the truck was back in the motor
ool

We obtained bags of cement
from base supplies and got the
walls of the house built in about a
week, The floor was made of a
poured slab of concrete, which we
scored while damp to make it look
like a tiled Hoor.

Then came the task of building
a roof. We needed about a dozen
two-by-fours 10 set atop the walls.
Over them would be stretched a
rarpaulin to keep the rain out. But
we didn't have any two-by-fours.

A few days later, while driving
4 truck around the neighboring
454th BGH, Jack and I were unable
to believe our good fortune, There,
not far from our truck, was a sol-
dier guarding a pile of two-by-
fours.

[ immediately began figuring a
way to get the guard to give us
some of the lumber. Jack was a bit
more caulious,

“There may be a gold mine
there,” e said. “But there’s also a
corporal standing over there hold-
ing a rifle.”

I reminded Jack that in civilian
life 1 was u salesman and had
taken great pride in my ability to
get other people o do what [
wanted. We backed our ruck up to
the pile.

Immediately the guard wanted
1o know what we were doing. [
challenged him back.

"We're here o pick up some
two-hy-fours for Captain Guerro of
the photolab over al the 455th
Bombardment Group.” [ said. “He
said you'd have the lumber ready
when we got here,”

[ could sense the corporal’s
skepticism, so [ continued: "Let me
tell you something, corporal. You
were assigned to guard this lumber,
and personaily, T think vou are

Conunued on Page 5



Continued from Page 4

doing a fine job. But, my friend, let
me also el vou that vour job is to
guard this material from the local
population, not from your own
government. Man, you and [ arc on
the same side! What, do vou think
I'm tryving to steal this lumber?”

It svorked. The corporal put
down his gun and began to help
us load.

As Jack and I drove away with
our bounty. we could barely con-
in ourselves, Yes, the 455th did
have a photo lab, but il there was
a Capt. Guerro, neither of us had
ever met hin

Within a few davs, the house
was essentially complete,

Next, we needed a4 heating sys-
tem. Wa requisitioned a 55-gallon
drum of aviation fuel. The govern-
ment presumed it was going into a
B-24; we didn't tell them any differ-
ent. We placed the drum a safe dis-
tance away [rom the house and ran
a fuel line inside. We used the car-
burctor from a disabled Army truck
e control the flow into another
steel drum inside the house,

Whenever we wanted heat, we
simply turmed on the fuel. let a few
drops of gas drip into the drum
and then dropped in a lic match,
We never again sulfered through a
cold night.

About two weeks after we
completed the house, our com-
manding oflicer discovered it was

us who had mken the two-by-
fours. We were notified to report o
his office.

When we got there, he
informed us he was supposed o
punish us — but everyone within a
S0-mile radius thought our house
wis the keenest thing since sliced
bread. So. the deal was that he
would cscort every visiting digni-
tary to our house o show what
American ingenuity could do in a
war zone. This meant we had t©
keep it in tip-top shape.

When T shipped out in May
1945 for the Pacific, he wus still
sending people over to inspect our
little house.

The house that Skelton and his comrades buill with blocks required a second

Alter the war, T stayed in teuch
with Jack until his death about 20
vears 4go. Fe told me that with the
closing of the Cerignola base, the
Army was required o demolish
everything that could nol be car-
ried awuay. But our little house did
not go down easily. It required a
second charge of dynamite to
reduce it to rubble.

I like to think it somehow had
assumed the character of its
builders. Tt was truly G.1 rouch.

Reprinted witl permission.
Credit to Jolbn Skelton, Lindsay
Peterson and the Tampe Tribuwe

charge of dynamite to reduce it to rubble when the ltalian Army base closed,
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Photographs
Without A Home

Your Editor receives original
photographs to be used in the
Cerignola Connection, at times,
without a return label or
acldress on the back. Iris the
policy 1o return originals
promptly after printing — with-
out an address or name it is
impossible to do so. If you are
missing dany of the following
photographs, let me know and
Il put them in the mail to you.

Editor-Cerignola Connection,
1211 Montclaire CL., Appleton,
W1 54915

From the Spring 1999 Issue:
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The Reunion

| sat ‘'midst aging warriors
Shining golden in the after-glow
of youth,

And my heart over-flowed.
Neither those who charged at
Balacava,

Nor those who fell at Gallipoli
Were braver than these.

For, truly they walked “thru the
valley of the Shadow of Death”
and brought the gift of freedom
to me.

Anon



Irving Rubin
Writes —

Col. Clarke's text
on the 3-24 Mickey
Ships answered alot of questicons
for me,

Our crew [few most of our mis-
sions in i “Painted” plane named
“My Bill" T was informed that the
reason we dicd not draw that same
B3-24 on every mission was that it
wus o CMickev” ship that Col.
Robinene flew as o lead crew. 1
Lelieve Col, Robinette was the
Group Commuander of the 454th
whiich flew from the same field as
we did...Sun Giovanni. So, natural-
ly, the Colone! exerted a litle more
influence in the scheme of things
than my own silver hard-fought for
wings!

As luck would have it.,.when
the war ended in Europe...the
good Colonel must have had 1o
remain in charge of his group in
the various preparations necessary
in order to return them to the
17.5.A.. 1 say that, simply because |
ws assigned the ship to fly my
crew (plus 2 guys from the
infantry) hack to the states.

I can't remember if we ever
operated the Mickey equipment on
any of our missions and [ certainly
never wis nominated to fly lead.

[However, my Co-pilot, Hirsh
Kravit (now deceased) was a guy
who just could not stay away from
anything technical until he could
handle it himself. e even rigged
up 4 front door to our tent that
opened up amoenuatically by push-
ing a button he aflixed to the door.

On the lew of our flight home
[rom the Azores to Gander in
Newloundland, about hall way, we
ran into the worst storm T had ever
[fown in. | could not see out of the
cockpit...couldn't get under the
cloud cover and could not get
above it So, we bounced around
at about 7000 or 8000 feel. | don’y
recall tightning, strong winds and
punishing win hieading for land
and Gunder for several hours, com-
pletely on instnuments all the way.
My crew had voted, when we
reached the point of no return, o

€

the Avores that we should continue
(o Gander.

The next thing thut crossed my
mind was simply, when the hell
would we hit the coast and just
how would we know i, as there
wils no way any of us could see
up or down,

Wl here comes our “super
technician”, Co-pilot, Iirsh., He
turned on the Mickey equipment
and with guidance from our navi-
cator as o just when we should hbe
approaching land. Hirsh proudly
announced 1o all of us at one
point, that *We are now leaving the
water and are back on our side of
the Atluntic!” after 9 months on the
other sicle.

The storm continued and when
we reached Gander the tower told
us that the field was closed und we
were 1o find another resting place.
Meantime, I was receiving calls
from other Gander-bound ships
asking just where we were going
to set down, maost of them in very
anxious tones. | looked at a map
on my lap and spotted Goose Bay
quite a ways away, So, | rold our
engineer to check the gas and get
together with our Navigator and let
me know if we could make it all
the way to Goose Bay, which was
a “streteh.” T was told in a few min-
ures that “ir looks like we can
make it, but it will be close.” Al
that point I saw that Goose Bay
was near the water, so I fled away
the thought in my mind that il we
were short of the mark, we would
“ditch” as close to the shoreline as
we could get. Heaven forbid!

Not 3 minutes kater as we
chunged course to head for Goose
Bay my radio operator (Micky
scarvarda) called me to say that he
had located an ATC base in
Stephenville, New Foundland and
that field was open und not oo far
awvay. Still fighting the storm (1 had
cul down on power 10 save gas on
the way o Goose Bay) and only «
short time later, my engineer
(standing vight behind mie? wpped
me on the shoulder and pointed 1o
a big break in the overcast
Looking down, T saw the airfield,
The tower a1 Stephenville had just

instructed me Lo ao to the [th
guadrant and hold untl they
cleared us o come in. [ immediate-
ly called the tower, told them whalt
[ saw and informed them that |
wals letting down in the “hreak”
and would call them when entering
the puattern so that [ eould land by
contact. 1 stut down my radio but-
ton at once so they couldn't call
me hack just in case they might
still want me 1o hold™ in that
weather,

Well T ealled the tower for land-
ing instructions when we broke
clear at abourt 3000 feet and they
just sdid, “fine, come on in.”

wWe landed, 10 evervbody’s
delight Cthe two passengers {rom
the infantry were too scared o
leave the plane for awhile). T was a
little on the tired side from lighting
the controls for the past 4 or 5
hours so we checked in at the
ready room, received trip instruc-
tons for the next day and headed
for the CLUDB where we had a few
“belts™ und all was well.

Nexr morning we flew to
Bradley Field in Conn., were trans-
ported to “Panick Henry™, got on a
train headed [or Camp Blanding in
my home stale of Florida where
the “Ultimite Surprise” wus handed
to me. I was the only Airforce guy
on the entire infantry base! A
colonel Jooked at my files and non-
chalantly looked me in the eye and
blurted out, *Lt. da you want Lo get
out of the service?”

He saw a paper in my file that
[ had filled out while in Ttaly indi-
cating that 1 had no desire 1o
remain in the Reserves when the
war wus over. Ile wld me that 1
had accumulated more than
enough points to be discharged. (1
think 80 were required). In kinda
total dishelief, T said that T would
surely like to take him up on his
offer.

And that was it, totally unex-
pected, and hardly able to digest it
all, T went home the next day to
Miami Beach as o brand new civil-
iun. That was July 21, 1943,




Decorations and
Service Medals

New or Reissue

How o claim any Awards,
Decorations and/or Service Medals,
LS. or foreign o which you may
be entitled.

Many ol us did not receive all
of the awards 1o which we were
entitled, some were not awarded,
some were determined after you
had separated and some you muay
not have been aware of, Many did
nat receive the Victory Medal,
Reserve Medal or some campaign
dawards, Or over the years they
have been lost or destroyed,

Even if you have recelved your
awards you are entliled to a nne
time complele re-issue.

If vou would like a re-issue here is
how you do il

1. WRITE THE FOLLOWING LETTER

MNational Personnel Records Center
Military Personnel Records

9700 Page Blvd.

St. Louis, MO 63132

Dear Sir;

| would fike to claim the
Decoration and Service Medals to
which | am entitled and have not
been issued, as provided for in
Department of Defense
Regulations. Attached is a com-
pleted SF Form 180 (or documen-
tation in lieu of} to aid in locating
and validating my military awards.

Please send my military
awards and advise of any foreign
awards to which | may be entitled.
My complete mailing address is
listed on the attached.

Thank you in advance;
John Hancock Sr.
2. COMPLETE SI' Torm 180

(Request Pertaining, to Military
Records)

The SF Form 180 is u standard
form available through the National
Personal Records Center shown
above, The information as shown
helow should suffice in lieu of a
Form 180,

Fill in the [ollowing:
Dite:

SECTION I- Information Needed
to Locate Records

1. Name used during service
2, 55N

3. Date of hirth

4. Place birth

Active Service - Past or Present

5. Branch of service
6. Dates of active duty —
Date Untered
Date Released
7. Check one -
Officer
Inlisted
8. Service number during this pericxd

Reserve Service — Past or Present

9. Branch of scrvice

10. Dates of membcership
Beginning dute
Ending dute

11. Check one
Offcer
Enlisted

12, Service number during this
period

National Guard Membership

13 Army

14. Air

15, Stute

10. Organization

17. Dates of membership
Beginning date
Ending date

18. Check one
Ollicer
Enlisted

19, Service number during this
period

200 Is service person deceased—
NO
Yes (IF yes enter dawe)

SECTION II — REQUEST

1. Explain what informution or doc-
uments vou need

(I'nter) This is submitted to facili-
tate my request for issuance of all
Military awards earned by me.
Please list any foreign awards for
which | may be entitled in addition
to my U.S. awards.

N/A
N/A
Purpose for which information
or documents are needed
{Inter) To substantiate my
request to be issued all awards
| am entitled to.
5. Requester is check one
Person identified in part 1
Surviving spouse
Next of kin (Show relationship)
Orther (Specify)
Sa. Signature ol requester
0. Releuse wauthorization—
I hereby authorize releuse of
the requested inlormation/
documents to the addressece
shown in 7.
6a. Signature of veteran (If other
than veteran sign 613.)
6b. Relationship to veteran
7. Requesters complete return
address (Inter)

JEET R AN

742nd Squadron —
You Can Help!

Mark Flora at 12666 W Jowa
Drive, Lakewood, CO 80228
(303-9069-2956-work 303-985-
9677-Home) Needs your help.
He's looking lor information
about, and a crew picture of, his
uncles Stafl Sergeant Theodore

J. Olszewski, He's piecing infor-

mation about his uncle’s scrvice
for the grandsons. Olszewski
wils a4 crew member in the
742nd Squadron, 435th Bomb
Group. If you knew him or the
name of his piiot, let Mark
know, It will be greatly
appreciated.
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Chaplains 7
Corner R

N
“Twas the night \

K
W

Jesus came and all \\
through the house

Not d person was praying, not
one in the house,

The Bibles were left on the
shell without care,

For no one thought that Jesus
would come there.

The children were dressing to
crawl into bed,

Not once ever kneeling or
bowing a head.

And mom in her rocker with
buby in her fap

Was watching the Late Show
while T took a nup.

When out of the east there rose
such a clatter,

[ sprang to my feet 10 see what
wis the matter.

Away to the window I flew like
a flush

Tore open the shutters and Hifi-
ed the sash!

When what to my wondering
eyes should appear

But angels proclaiming that
Jesus waus here!

The light of His face made me
cover my head—

[t was Jesus returning, just ds
He saicl.

And though I possessed world-
Iv wisdom and wealth,

[ cried when [ saw Him in spite
of myself,

In the Beok of Lite which He
held in His hand

Was written the name of every
saved mun,

He spoke not a work as he
searched for my name;

When He said, “It's not here”
my head hung in shame,

The people whose names had
been wrillen with love

He gathered o 1ake o his
Father above.

With those who were ready He
rose without a sound

While all the rest were lefl
standing around.

I [ell to my knees, but it was
o late:
8

I had waited too tong and thus
sedled my fate.

I stood and T cried as they rose
out of sight;

Oh, if enly I'd knowvn that this
was the night,

In the words of this poem the
meaning is cleur:

The coming of Jesus is now
drawing near.

There's only one life and when
comes Lhe last call

We'll fined that the Bible was
true after all.

Margie Knight
Source Unknown

Fd=dlay this boliday seasoi bring

Yot cnd yours a bonntifiel

Thenksgiving cird a most Hlessed
Christinas.

The USAF Chaplains

The official origin of the chap-
laincy within the American nulitary
services was a resolution passed by
the continental congress in 1773,
Since that time, military chaplains
have administered to the spiritual
needs of the serviceman, often at
the risk of their own lives. Tor
example during WWII, 8,806 minis-
ters, priests, and rabbis served as
chaplains with the American mili-
tary forces. Of these, 78 were Killed
in action, 4 died in Japanese prison
camps, and 264 were wounded in
action. The chaplaincy of the
United States Air Force was sepa-
ratedd from that of the U.S. Army on

June 11, 1948 with the creation of

the Office of the Chiel of Air Torce
Chaplains, almost a vear afier the
USAF became a separate service,
Today there are more than 1,000
chaplains within the Air Force,
whose role involves nol only wor-
ship and puastoral functions, but
also religions and moral education,
personal counseling, humanitarian
services, cultural leadership, andd
public relations. Whether it be at a
base chapel near a major Americun
city or before an altar mace of
snow blocks north of the Arclic
Circle. the chapliin brings solace to
the lives of servicemen and woemen
wherever they may serve.

The Forgotten |
B-24 M

# -~

The B-24 is the most
forgotten plane of WWIIL But let us
ook at some statistics. The cruising
speed of a [3-17 was 160 mph; B-
25, 242 mph; B-26, 260 mph; B-29,
220 mph: — But the B-24 cruised at
290 mph. the range of the B3-17
was only 2000 miles while that of
the B-24 was 3300 miles. The heav-
icr B-17 weighed 63,500 lbs. while
the B-24 weighed 30,000 Ibs. The
B3-24 was shorter than the B-17 but
had a greater wing span. And the
[3-24 was more mancuverable than
the 13-17.

Let's put that age-old argument
1o rest!

Looking
Backwards!

The roots of the 435th Bomb
Group Assoctation go all the way
hack to Langley Field, Tom Lyle
Mitchel, Inielligence Officer for the
743rd Squadron put together the
Vulgar Vulture Association, issued
membership cards, Walt Disney
designed our emblem, and we
were off and running.

When the wur ended, Tom
started 9 newsletter in an attempt
to hold former members of the
455th together. This was mimeo-
araphed in letter form and as tme
passed, ‘Tom had put together quite
@ list of interested and former
members of the 435U

He also spearheaded three
reunions — St. Louis, Chicugo, and
Milwaukee. After the Milwaukee
reunion i was difficult 1o get
evervone together ugain — every-
one was busy attending school, set-
fing up in business or practice,
rearing familics, or doing their own
thing.

[sn'U il great.. . now we're back
together again!




MIA? We Need Your
Help!

Missing or Inaccurate
Addresses

The Postal Service advises us
that it cannot deliver the Cerignola
Connection to our members listed
helow, Thus, we have deleted
them from our mailing list. They
are still on our membership roster.
Those with an asterisk in front of
their first name, have appeared in
the MIA list for one yvear. They will
be deleted from the next MiA
listing.

- Murray Abramosvitz, 3803
Williamshburg Rd., Cincinnati, OH
45215,

George B Bereik, 10318
Indianapolis Blvd, Chicago, IL
60617,

John V. Brett, 2 pitlow Lace Lane,
Apt 242-D, Ipswich, MA 01038,

Theodore Deppe, 2212 Olde Mol
Dr. Bloomington, IN 17401

- Bugene H. Ecklund, PO Box 619
Woodland, WA 98674,

Wayne H. Fulbright; 36 1/2
Turnpike RRd. Brevand, NC 28712

Maurice L. Fuller, 903 Schwede
Rd Baldwin, MO 63383,

Martin J. Gildman, 407 Beech St.,
[Nackensaclk, NI 07601-1341,

Mrs, Marjorie T. Goble, 6

Stmmons St., Saugerites, NY 12477,

Jordain W. Grant, I, 703

Michigan Ave., Lynn Haven, FL
32444,

* Kenneth R TTampton, 414 Colleen
Dr., O Tallon, I 62269-3401,

Mrs, Fugenia M. Linell, 528 5.
Quebhe, Tulsa, OK 74112-4198.

Marion L. Mason, 608 W, Walnut
st Albion, IN 16701,

Alvin E. Riewe, 1781 Pelble Beuch
Dr.. Apt 114, FU Meyers, FL. 33907-
06730,

" Warren FoSchoene, 3101 SW 34th
Ave. #9035 Box 124, Ocala, FL
34474-4432.

If anyone know the where-abouts
or has any information about these
members, please let us know so
we can bring our database up o
date. Names preceded by an aster-
isk will be deleted permanently
from our mailing fist if no verifiable
information is received.,

send info 1o 455th Bomb Group
Assoc., P.O. Box 4043, Sierra
Vista, AZ 856306-4043.

455th E-Mail Roster

Below is listing of E-mail
address” of 455th members that
were sent to us for publication in
the Cerignola Connection. It you
want your e-mail address included
in this roster, please send it o us;
455th Bomb Group Assn, Inc.
P.O. Box 4043
Sierra Vista AZ 85636-4043

Harry W, Anderson (740), San
Antonio, TX. pomganny@aol.com

Jack Blum (741), New Port Richey

FL. jblum15677@aol.com

Howard Cooper, Staton Island, NY
howgladcoop@worldnet.att.net

Robert (Bab) Collette, St
Petersburg, FL
dotybobl@juno.com

Willizm (Bil) Crim (741),
Lakewood., CO brerim@aol.com

Curtis Diles (7403, DAvton, OI1
curtis-diles@prodigy.net

Boh Emick (741, Batle Creek, MI
rfemick@aol.com

william B, Gemnmill (7400, McAllen,
TX geml@laguna.com.mx

Williuny C. Graves (712),

Jacksonvilie, FL

wgraves210@aol.com

Harvey Hewit (743}, Haverford, PA
ihhew®@aol.com

Thomas L. Kablack (742), Crown
Point, [N
techmart@mail.icongrp.com
Erling Kindem (742), Farmington,
MN erlingk@aol.com

Charles Oltarzewski (740), Gallain,
TN murphB24@aol.com

Wesley Powell (740), Seabrook TX
wesjulia@gateway.net

Walt Shostack (741), Davion, OH
shirlystack@compuserve.com

During WWII
They Were
Singing Our
songs

Comin' in on a Wing and a Prayer
Do Nothin® Till You Hear From Me
Don't Get Around Much Anymore
[ Couldn’t Sleep a Wink Last Night
I Had the Craziest Dream

I'll Be Sceeing You

People Will say We're in Love
Pistol Packin Mama

Taking a Chance on Love
sentimental Journey

Twilight Time

And many, many more. And to
top it off we could understand the
words and even slow dunce 10
most!

+++++

Cerignola was the site of the
first battle in the Western World
with firearms. (guns and cun-
nons) (1500-1510). This was
between the French ane the
Spanisl. The first battle at
Cassino between the French and
the Spanish (1500) ended in the
same result as 1944,



For Help!

I just finished reading the
‘Spring 1999" edition of the
Cerignola Connection and want to
thank you and all that contribute o
it's publication, It is & blessing to
me, “thanks.”

On page 20, right conter, is a
picture of Douglas Brown’s crew.
The tall one on right in the back
row is James Head the bombardier,
Fle was transfersed to our crew
when Howard Surbeck was desig-
nated as a lead pilot. Capt. Surbeck
and Capt. Head made 4 good
pilot/bombardier leam on some
thirty missions. Both had complet-
ed their tour und were in Naples,
along svith some of the other crew
members, on the wiay home when
Germany quit. Capt. Surbecls, by
then was a Major and was culled
back to the 455th o My a plane
back to the US.

Major Surbeck returned to
Washougal, Washington  and was
in the grocery business until his
death in 1939. Capt. Head stayed in
the service und retired as a Lt Col.
He lived in Lewisville, Texas when
he died on 3 Feb, 1997,

I'm enclosing a picture of
Howard Surbeck’s crew. It has not
been published in either the
ITistory or Connection vel. We are
still tving (o find two of the crew
(MCNIT and Pamales.) I vou can
publish the picture it might help.

AN ERROR! /Z'\

Stay dt it long 'f_\
enough and you'll linal- <(
ly make one! Spring
(997 Cerignola Connection, page
12, mission 71 is in error. Also
Group history, page 86. Should
reacd for mission 71, July 2,
Budapest, Hungary.

HI!

Just received the spring 1999
Cerignoly Connection. Great issue!
We luve e-mail and our address is
shirleystack@compuserve.com. [

Joe En%]jsh Asks
P
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Top row (standing) Howard A Surbeck-pilot; Emory V Schalake-co-pilot; John T
McNitf-navigator; James A Head-bombardier.

Bottom row (kneeling) Kenneth L Sumwalt-tail gunner; Anthony Pamales-eng;
James D Michael-nose gunner; Robert E Berndt-radio; Glen C Kirby-ball

gunner; Joseph T English-waist gunner.

wits the pilot on the Mulia Bono
on Oct 12 or 13 when we were
shot down over Odertal, We lost
our nos¢ gunner, Cpl John Stella,
Bombardier Fd Ruyter. tail gunner
Bob Brewer, belly gunner Chuck
Shropshire, pilot John Noske, engi-
neer Bob Spicer. My radio operator
Al Dubetz recently passed away
and 741st Squadron Co, Major Jack
Reeder also passed away, My navi-
gator Jos. Ostrander and co-pilot

Tos Dolinsky are stll alive. Wi

spent the rest of WWIT in Stilag 313
and Stalag 7A in Moosburg. Thanks
for a greal newsleter,

Walt Shostac. 74 1st Squeadron

Al Cratch j
Writes — i

[ just received my copy of the
Cerignola Connection. You are
doing @ wonderful job. However,
I'd like to give you the names of
the 455th crew members in the
center of page 18 who had just
returned from POW camps in
Romania on Sept, 2, 1944,

Bottom row, L to R: L,
Theaodore Stines, co-pilot; T/5gl
Clinton Burtz, radio operator;, 8/5gt
Arthur . Bergmann, nose gunner:

S/85at Albert [ Crateh, tail gunner;
SAsat Troy B Myrick, ball gunner;
Lt. Anthony Foge. bombardier;
Dumas, Norgard, Bverson, Steiner,
Bantz, Bergmann, Cratch and
Mynick were members of Norgard's
crew, Missing from the picture are,
T/5¢t John T. Hartmian and $/5gt
Harold Jenkins.

Top row, L to R: L. Wm
Dumas, bombardier; Capt Clifford
Norgard, pilog Col Horace
Langford, Co 74lst BS; Glen
Mensinger, pilot; Roscoe Witkes,
navigator; Ll Melvin Everson, navi-
Lo,

The plane we were flying on
the day we were shot down (April
21, 1944) on our 21st mission was
“The Captain and his Kids."

[ hope this gives you more
news lo print, Keep up the good
work.

Sincerely, Abert E. Cratch

.S, Norgard's crew were in the
455th BG. 74Est Sqd. Col. Langford
wis our Squadron Commander.




From the Picture Aibums!

#492 Ground Crew for Linda Ann. Bradish 3rd from left. Balance unknown,

"



BIG BROTHER!

B-52 will be more
than 80 years old
before last one goes
to scrap heap

The first B-32 entered ser-
vice May 9, 1961, with the
379th Bomb Wing at
Wurtsmith Air Force Base,
Mich,

The granddaddy of America’s
bombers, the Vietnam War-cra
3-52, is going o have to fly four
decades into the new century, the
Air Force says. By the time it gives
way 1o a new genertion, it will be
80-plus vears old.

Maost pilots who {ly B-52s today
were not yel born when their
planes entered service in the carly
1960s. And those same plines will
be flying well into the 21st century
with pilots ol a generation yet to
come.

That certainly speaks highly of
an airplane that already has more
than tripled its original life
CXPCCLAnCy.

“Structurally, they are in great
shape,” Lt Gen. Ron Marcotie said
Friday. As communder of the Sth
Alr Force at Barksdale Ajr Force
Base, La. - home to 47 3-52s —
Marcotte flies the bombers regular-
ly and says that thanks to excep-
tional maintenance, the ptanes are
“doing extremely well.”

The first 3-32s began their Air
Force duty in June 1955; the B-32s
now flving were built in 1961.

"IU's amazing,” said Glenn
Buchan, a Rand Corp. expert on
strategic bombers, “The B-52 is one
of the most remarkably successful
airplanes ever built.” In fact,
Buchan said in an interview Friday,
the 13-52 might be the best model
on which to develop the next gen-
eration of long-range bombers — a
large plane capable of carrving
many different weapons and [iring
them from @ great distance.

The Air Force is not ready to
invest ina new generation of
bombers, however, Over the next
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decade or so, the Air Force will
devote most of its aircraft develop-
ment dollars to the F-22 steulth
fighter to replace the F-15 Strike
Fagle and the so-calted Joint Strike
Fighter 10 replace the F-16 Tighting
Falcon.

"Preserve what we have” in
hombers, is the way Air Force
Secretary Fo Whitten Peters
described the strategy Friday. He
and Gen. Michael Ryan, the Air
Force chief of stalf, briefed
reporters on a4 congressionally
mandaied "white paper” on the
future of the long-range bomber
flect.

The upshot is that the 3-52
along with the younger B-113
Lancer and the new stealthy B-2
Spirit, will he kept uround until
approximately 2037, by which time
the air Force calculates thit atui-
tion will have reduced the fleet
below the minimum 170 aircraft.
The B-32s may fly to 2045.
Planning for a replacement bomber
might start in 2013.

There currently are 190 long-
range bombers in the active [leet;
93 B-1s, 76 3-52s and 21 B-2s.
Only 130 of those planes are [ully
combat ready, however, The rest
are in various states of back-up
readiness.

The role of strategic bombing
has changed greatly since the Cold
War, when the nation's leaders
believed the United States needed
a flect capable of penetrating the
formidable air defenses of the
Soviet Union, I war came, it was
expected to go nuclear, and the
bombers were the backbone of
L1S, strategy.

That has changed with the col-
lapse of the Soviet Union. Today
the bombers are used routinely in
tactical strikes such as the four-day
air campaign last December againsl
Iraq. Today a group of B-52s is
standing by at RAF Fairford in
England for possible use in NATO-
authorized air strikes against Serbia,

The B-52¢" home bases ure
Barksdale Air Force Base, La., and
Monot Air Force Base, N.Du the B3-
is are muinly at Ellsworth Air Force
Base. 5.1, and Dyess Air Force

Base, Texas, and the B-2s are at
Whiteman Air Force Base, Mo.

Known officially as the
Stratofortress, the B-32s crews
affectionately cull it the BUFF (Big
Ugly Fat Fellow). [ts wingspan of
185 feet makes it wider than it is
long (159 feel), and It stancs 40
feer high, With eight wirhofan jet
engines, it can carry 70,000 pounds
of hombs, missiles and other
weapons and fly 8800 miles before
refucling,.

The H model of the B-32 rolled
off the Boeing Co. assembly lines
at a cost of 89 million per plane,
and the [irst one entered service
May 9, 1961 with the 379th Bomb
Wing at Wurtsmith Air Torce Base,
Mich. Even taking decades of infla-
tion into account, that is a f4ar cry
from the 32 hillion it cost to field
the B-2,

All these years later, the B-32
still carries the most diverse assort-
ment of weapons in the homber
[feet.

In a conventional role, the B-52
is capable of launching Harpoon
anti-ship missiles, unguided
“dumb” bombs, cruise missiles, sea
mines, precision-guided bombs and
cluster munitions used against
ground rargets.

In a nuclear role, it can launch
the AGM-8603 strategic nuclear
cruise missile, the AGM-129A
advanced nuclear cruise missile,
and two kinds of nuclear gravity
bombs, the 13-83 und B-61. The
13-2's only nuclear weapons are the
tsvor gravity bombs, The B-1
homber—originally designed f{or a
nuclear role only—has been
switched to g strictlly non-nuclear
role,

Rvan said the Air force is
spending $3.0 hillion over the next
10 years 1o improve conmmunica-
tions and other capabilities on the
bomber fleet, and it sees about
another $1 billion in needed
improvements not vel funded.

Robhert Burns, Washinglon (AP)
Midlend Derily News,

§§8859




DoD explains Cold
War certificate
application
procedures

The Department of Defense
began accepting applications for a
Cold War recognition certificate on
April 6. Between 18 million and 22
million former and current service
members and Dol civilians are
thought oy be eligible for the cer-
tificate.

Those qualilving for the certifi-
cates can apply via the Internet at
http://coldwar.army.mil: -Mail
at ewrs@Fairfax-emhl. army.mil:
or fax at (703) 275-6749.

Applicants can also mail
requests to:

Cold War Recognition
4035 Ridge Top Road, Suite 400
Fairfax, VA 22030

Applicants must present proof
of service. Army oflicials caution
applicants not to send original doc-
uments because they cannot be
returned. Applicants must use fux
o mail to submit supporting docu-
ments,

Persons are eligible for the
recognition certificate il they have
military or civilian service with the
War, Nuvy or Defense depariments
between Sept. 2, 1943, and Dec.
26, 199!, Congress estuablished the
Cold War certificate in Section 10884
of the fiscal 1998 National Defense
Authorization Act.

Requests made online will be
mainwined for one year to allow
ample time (or individuals o for-
wird supporting documents by fax
or mail. Individuals normally will
receive a response within 30 cays:
however, the wirn-around time will
depend upon the volume of
requests received,

Military personnel can use any
of the following documents as
proof of service: DD Form 214
(Certilicate of Release/Discharge
from Active Duty); WD AGO Form
53-55 (Wur Department Separation
Document: or Qath of Office —
Militiry Personnel or Letler of
Appointment. Copies of these
records can be obtained by writing

(o:

National Personnel Records

Center

(Military Personnel Records)

9700 Page Ave.

$t. Louis, MO 63132-5100.
The Total Army Personnel

Command is the executive agent

for the recognition project.

Applicants needing additonal infor-

mation may call the help desk at

(703) 275-6279.

Irom the Aflerburner, Meay 1999

Arlington Visited! A
Son Writes His
Father

Dear Dad,

While returning from Frederick,
Md. last Iriday I found mysell run-
ning ahead of schedule and
thought of something I should do.
I remembered from one of our
phone calls that the 455 monument
wits located at Artington National
Cemetery and was located near the
front gates. T hadn't been to
Arlington in years bhut I knes
exactly how to get there from the
GW Parkwav. The place was
crowded with school groups as |
entered the main information cen-
ter. The officer at the information
booth was easily able to direct me
to where the 455th Bomber Group
monument was located.

As T approached the monument
I got the same strange feeling that 1
gol when I found familiar names
on the wall at the Vietnam veterans
memorial. At first iU's kind of excit-
ing to find what vou're looking for
but then the reality of what you're
there for sets in. Remembering and
honoring the war dead is nothing
vou would wanl to make a steady
cliet of.

Not knowing when t'd be ahle
to make a trip back, T went 1o the
gifl shop and bought a throwaway
camera so that [ could wke o few
pictures of the plaque and of the
surrounding area. In case you
never get a chance to make the trip
[ thought vou'd be pleased that

someone from the family had made
the trip.

[opetully the thought that at
[:00 PM on Friday, June 11, 1999 1
stopped and paid trihute to the
men who died while serving with
the 455th will please you and
through my piciures you can sec it
through my eyes. By the way, have
I told vou recentty how glad [ am
that you made it back? Well T am. ..

Happy Fathers Day! With love and
dppreciation,

Pete

Pete knows how badly T want to
visit this spot [e also knows it is
unlikely that T will make it; hence
his visit, 1 find it reassuring that his
generation dnd those vet to come
will continue o show appreciation
and respect for what Arlington rep-
resents. T wanted you to know that
Al Asch's eftorts in this respect are
very much appreciated,

Hariy Prosser

What We Fought For

it is the soldier, not the reporter,
Who has given us freedom of the
press.

It is the soldier, not the poet,
Who has given us freedom of
speech.

It is the soldier, not the campus
organizer,

Who has given us the freedom to
demonstrate.

It is the soldier, who salutes the
flag;
Who serves beneath the flag;

And whose coffin is draped by the
flag.

And it is he who allows the
protester to burn the flag.

(Author Unknown)
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REMEMBER il
ME?

Helo. Remember
me? Some people call
me Old Glory, others call me the
star-Spangled Banner, but whatever
they call me, I am your flag, the
lag of the United States of
America.

something has been bothering
me, so 1 thought I might wlk it
over with vou — because it is about
vou and me.

L remember some time ago,
people would line up on both
sicles of the street to watch the
parade, and naturally T was leading
every one, proudly waving in the
hreeze.

When vour daddy saw me
coming, he immediately removed
his hat and placed it against his leh
shoulder so that his hand was
directly over his heart — remember?

And you, 1 remember, were
standing there, struight as a soldier.
You didn't have a hat, but you
were giving the right salute.

Remember your little sister? Not
1o be outdone, she was saluting the
sanme as you with her right hand
over her heart — remember?

What happened? P still the
sume old flag, Ch, 've added a
fesy more stars since you were o
bov, and 1ot more blood has
been shed since those parades of
long ago.

But now, somehow, T don't feel
as proud as T used Lo feel.

When T come down vour streel,
you just stand there with vour
hands in your pockets, You may
aive me o small glance, and then
vou look awiy. I see children run-
ning around you shouting: they
don’t seem to know who [ am.

[ saww one ma take his hat off,
then he looked around, and when
he didn't see anvbody else take off
their hat, he quickly put his on
AuAin.

Is it a sin (o be patdotic today?
Have you forgoten what | stand
for, and where | have been? Anzio,
Guadaleanal, Korea and Victnamy?

Take a look at the memorial
honor rolls, and sec the names of
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those patriotic Americans who gave
their lives to keep this republic
[ree. When you salute me, you are
actually saluting them.

Well, it won't be long until T
be coming down your strecl again,
sao when you see me, please stand
siraight and place your hand over
your heurt, and Tll know that you
remembered.

Il salute vou by waving back!

By David ¢ Graban
Credil Wisconsin Militeiry Retirees

Top Ten
Transmissions
Made by a TRACON
(Terminal Radar Approach
Control), Reprinted from FAA
News, Oct. 1996

10, “Citation 123, if you quit calling
me Center, Ul quit calling you
Twin Cessna.”

9. "If vou hear me. raffic no longer

a factor”

8. °T'm oo busy wo have anvone
cancel on ome.” (Cancel his 1FR or
VER flight plan

7. You're gonna have o kev the
mike, I can’t see vou when you
nod your hewd.”

6. “Pul your compass in 15 and get
out of my airspace.”

3. "Don’t anyhixly maintain sny-
thing."

4. Climb like vour life depends on
it, because it does.”

201 vou want more roon,
Caplain, push vour seat bhack.”

2. "Leave S on the glide, have a
nice ride, lower inside, iwenty-six
nine. . .see v’

(Informal Grregularh) way of clear-
ing an aircratt for an instrument
approach—means 1o maintain 3000
leet undl intercepting the glides-
fope, lower altilude inside the
marker (that's confusing), and cull
the Tower on 1269 mhiz at the
marker.)

andd ihe number one rransmission. .
1. "Air Force Cne. T old vou 1o
expudite!”

Getting Closer!

In the spring 1999 issue of the
Cerignola Connection 1 ran an arti-
cle for Davie Bathie, son of
Alexander Bathie, who is looking
for a crew picture of his futher.
Tr5gt Hathie was a member of the
Talth Squadron and a member of
Rabert E. Parks’ crew. Mavhe this
can shed some light. it you knew
Parks or any olher member of Tis
crew please let Dave know. (Dave
Bathie, Dayton Farm, 140
Dayton Street, Sea Cliff, NY
11579-1606).

Fed

Can You Help
Bridget?

Bridget Carroll, 334 W.
Medlock Drive, D-103, Phoenix,
Arizona, 85013 (Tele: 602-264-
7009) would like to hear from any-
one who knew her Uncle Jack,
T/l John A Carrol, {light engi-
neer, 742nd Bomb Sqd. He went
down in Li'l Buich on April 20,
1944. Flis body was [ound, buried
in an isolated grave. Five years
later his remains were returned for
burial in the U.S.A. To find a photo
of Li'l Butch and/or the crew
would be a joy to her, IT vou cun
help, drop Bridgel a line.

GUNNER’S POEM

No rings for their fingers, no bell
for their toes,

But trussed up in position, with an
oxygen hose.

While cords that are countless,
bring heat to their suits,

Thru gioves plugged into sockets,
and prongs into boots.

Cords for the gun switch, for flak
they've steel vests,

And God, given time, there's
chutes for their chests.

Masks for their faces, and phenes
for their ears,

But nothing at all, for their hopes
and their fears.

(Author Unknown)




Yesterday I Found
College Park
Airport!

College Park Airport is the
“World's Oldest Continuously
Operating Abrport.” It is without a
doubl one ol the most significant
sites in aviation history, While Kiwy
Fawlk is known 1o many as the
birthplace of aviation, College Park
Airport has {requently been
referred to as the "Cradle of
Aviation” because it exemplifies
more than any other site the grow-
ing veurs of aviation.

After the Wright Brothers' [irst
flights av Kitey Hawk, it took them
several years o get anyone inter-
ested in the purchase of their
machine. In 1908 they finally were
able Lo convinee the U8, govern-
ment to test a much improved air-
pline. Several other countries then
followed suit.

In 1909 the machine was “offi-
clally™ accepted and all that was
left of the Wrights” governiment
contract was to teach twol2) Army
officers to fly the plane. It was then
than a field was selected in the
small town of College Park o carry
out this instruction and the Coilege
Park airfield was establishe!

[ was Wilbur Wright who cap-
wred the attention of a country
that still did not realize that man
had conquered the air. His flights
at College Park with his students
were front page headlines, and an
enthusiastic nation could not get
cnough of the activities that wene
occurring just outside of the
nation's capital. With constant
crowds, government officials and
the ever present press, Wilbur com-
pleted the instruction of
Licutenants Humpliies and Lahm
and later also gave instruction to
Licutenant Benjumin Foulois.

The College Park airfield had
established irself as the first military
taining field and other “firsts™ fol-
lowed. They included the first mili-
tary officer to fly solo (Humphrics),
the first U.S. womun o {1y as a
passenger in an airplane (Wilbur
and Mrs. Van Denun), and the first

Naval Officer, Lt George Sweel, to
fly in a plane.

When the military left the Held,
several civilian aviation companies
arrived. Among them were Rex
Smith, National Aviation and
Washington Aeroplane Companies
who either produced their own
successiul aircrall or gave instruce-
tion in Wright, Curtiss, and Bleriot
planes. Tony Juannus who worked
for Rex Smith and learned 1o fly
here later became fanous as the
pilot for the world's frst airline
(1914,

When the governmen finally
appropriated money for aviation in
1911 they decided to scl up the
first Army Aviation School, again
locating at the College Purk airfield.
Four(4) hangers were built and five
(3) airplanes were ardered, As
soon s the aviator instructors
arrived, they began 1o make avia-
tion history. During the two years
that the school operated at the field
the lists of firsts and significant
cevents included:

—the first cross country airplane
flight (1911).

—the first testing of a bomb-drop-
ping device from an atrplane,
-possibly the tirst use of lights for
night landings.

~the introduction of the “Military
Aviator™ rating [or pilots (1912).
—first group cross-country flight.
~the first mile high tlight) L Hap
Arnold),

~first testing of a machine gun from
a4 plane.

~lirst enlisted man to die in an avi-
ation accident.

—the first competition of the
MacKay Trophy which was won by
the school's Lr. Hap Amold.

A 1913 bill was inroduced o
acquire the field as the “National
Aviation Field” bur this failed and
the school lelt for warmer climates,
The civilian aviation companies
remained at the field vntil 1918
when the Post Office Deparunent
set up operation there. After u
three(3) month trial airmail service
operdted by the Army from
Potomuc Field in Washington D.C.,
the postal service selected the
College Park field as the site of the

first service airmail. The first flight
took ofl on August 12th and con-
tinued until 1921, fn 1919 an air-
mail hanger and directional
“compass rose” were built on the
field — both are still in existence
today. Also during this tine, actor
Douglas Fairhanks, Sr. came o the
Airport to be flown as an airmail
package as part of a4 drive for war
honds. Paul Garber, namesake ol
the Smithsonian Garber Restoration
Facility, worked ut the lield gs an
airmail courier and later learned o
fiy there.

In 1920, Henry und Emile
Berliner brought their expertments
with vertical flight 1o the field. After
several years of minor successes,
they achieved the first controlled
helicopter flight. The Navy
Department then lured them o
another site. The helicopter is now
in storage at the Garber Restoration
Facitity.

Following the Berliner's suce-
cess, the Bureau of Standurds came
to the field w develop and test the
first radio navigationul aids for use
in “Blind” or bad weather flying.
They were here from 1927 1o 1933,
In 1931, the first all blind instru-
ment landing took place and later
in 1933 the first completely blind
flight during which radio was the
sole means used for directional
guidance and landing took off from
the field. The instruments devel-
oped and tested here were the
basis lor the current instrunient
landing system (ILS) used hy pilots
today.

George Brinckerholf took over
the management of the field in
1927 and operated the Brinckerhoft
Flying Service there until 1939.
While there he taught hundreds to
{ly, made many attention getting
flights, and attracted thousands of
spectators to his popular air shows,

During the 60's 4 movement o
“Save the Airport” gathered steam
with the help of many of the
famous aviators who flew here. In
1973, the Maryland-National Capital
Park and Planning Commission {M-
NCPPC) purchased the fieid to uti-
lize it us hoth an operating airpornt
and historic site, The airport was

Conlinued on Page 16 15
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entered into the National Register
of Historic Places in 1977 in recog-
nition of its significant role in avia-
tion history,

During its time, this small air-
port has played host to the Wright
Brothers, Glenn Curtiss, Benny
Foulois, Tommy Milling, “Hap”
Arnold, Lincoln Beachy, Tony
Jannus, Frank Lahm, Charles
Chandler, and others. Probably no
other field in aviation can boast of
such a significant clientele nor such
an amazing list of achicvements.
College Park Airport is truly one of
carly aviation's most important his-
torie siles.

Credit The Wright Fiyer

Wright 1909
Military Flyer
Wingspan: 11.12 m (36 ft. 6 in.)
Length: 8.82 m (28 ft. 11 in.)
Height: 2.46 m (8 ft. 1 in.)
Weight: 333 kg ( 735 Ibs.)
Engine: Wright, 25 hp

“Sealed proposals in duplicate
will be seceived at this office until
12 o'clock noon on February 1,
1908, on behalf of the Board of
Ordinance and Fortification for fur-
nishing the Signal Corps with a
heavier-than-air flying machine,”

So read Signal Corps
specilication Number 486, issued
December 23, 1907, to provide the
ULS. Army with its first heavier-
than-air aircrafi-the flirst military air-
craft in the world.

The general requirements con-
tnued as follows: that it be
designed to be easily assembled
and disassembled so that an army
wagon could transport ity that it be
able to carry two people with a
combined weight of 330 pounds,
and sulficient fuel for 125 miles;
that it be able to reach a speed of
at lcast 40 mph in still air, which
would be caleulated during a two-
lap test flight over a 5-mile course,
with and against the wind; that it
cemonstrate the ability o remain in
the air at least one hour without
landing, and that it then land with-
out causing any damage that would
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prevent it from immediately starting
another flight; that it be able
ascend in any sort of country in
which the Signal Corps might need
it in field service and be uble 1o
lund without requiring # specially
prepared spot; that it be able to
tfand safely in case of accident to
the propelling machinery; and that
it be simple enough to permit
someone to hecome proficient in
its operation within @ reasonable
amount of time.

The purchase price was set dl
525,000 with 10 percent added for
each full mile-per-hour of speed
over the required 40 mph and 10
percent deducted for each full
mile-per-hour under 40 mph.

The Wreight brothers constructed
for the project 4 two-place, wire-
braced biplane with a Wiright 25-
hp. four-cylinder engine driving
two wooden propellers. It had a
wooden framework with fabric-
covered wings and conirol sur-
faces. Wooden skids scrved as
landing gear.

This aireralt made its {irst
demonstration {light :at the Fort
Myer, Virginia purade grounds on
Septemiber 3, 1908, Several days of
very successful and increasingly
ambitious flights followed, On
sSeptember 17, however, tragedy
occurred. At 3:14 p.m. Orville took
off with Lt, Thomas O. Sclfridge us
a passenger. The machine had cir-
cled the field four and half times
when o propeller blade shattered.
The aireraft, then at 130 feet, safely
glided 10 75 feet, when it plunged
to carth. Orville received several
injuries, including a broken hip,
but Licutenant Selfridge was Killed
and the aireralt was destroyed.

On June 3, 1909, however, the
Wrights returned to Fort Myer with
a new machine. The engine wias
the same as in the 1908 aircraft, but
the 1909 model had a smaller wing
area and modifications o the rud-
der and the wiring. L1, Frank P,
Labim and L& Benjamin D. Foulois,
as future Army pilots, were the
Wrights' passengers.

Flights continued into July,
During one of these demonsira-
rions 4 sudden stalling of the

engine caused the aircrall 1 ghide
into a tree, breaking the skids and
ripping a wing. But the damage
wus repaired in [our hours, show-
ing @ great advantage for military
purpases.

On July 26 Presicdent Taft went
to Fort Myer o salcli the proceed-
ings and was privileged 0 wilness
the aircraft ascend under s o
power without use ol the starming
weight. A strong headwind assised
its takeoff with Wilbur running
alongside to guide it

The next day the aircraft satis-
fied the endurance requirement
with a record flight of 1 hour, 1
minutes, and 40 seconds, covering
approximately 40 miles in the
process.

A course to establish the speed
of the aircraft was set up from Fort
Myer to Shooter's Hill in
Alexandria, Virginia, a distance of 5
miles. After wailing several days for
optimum wind conditions, Orville
and Foulois made the 10-mile test
flight on July 30. The out-lap speed
wits 37.735 mph and the return lap
was 47431 mph, giving an average
speed of 42,533 mph. for the 2
mph over the required forty, the
Wrights earned an addirional
55,000.

Other training flights continued
during the year at College Park,
Marvland, Among the Army officers
who learned o fly there from the
Wrights wus L TL “Hap™ Arnold,
the [ure Army Air Force Chicf.

The Smithsonian acquired the
aircralt from the War Department in
[91L

Smirhsonian {nstitution, Aivcrdfl of
the National Air and Space
Museum, Washinglon, (X0, 1987

An Interesting
Thought...

“If we would only give, just once,
the same amount of reflection to
what we want to get out of life that
we give to the gquestion of what to
do with a two weeks' vacation, we
would be startled at our false stan-
dard and the aimless procession of
our busy days.”

~Dorothy Canfield Fisher




Black Aviation
History

Theodore W, (Ted) Robinson,
well-known local pilot and gradu-
ate of the fumed Tuskegee Army
Airfield, spoke sunday, June 13, w
the College Park Aviation Museum
to an overllow audience. His topic
wius “Black Aviation History: An
Overview.” His lecure was one of
the monthly series, Speaknig of
Flight, sponsored by the museum.

The history of African
Americans in flight, he told the
people assembled, goes back much
further than that of the justly famed
Africun American aviators called
the "Tuskegee Airmen.” Actually,
the first training program for
Alrican American pilots was begun
in the Chicago area in the 19305 by
two men, John Robinson and
Comelius Coffey. They were auto-
mobile mechanics who had wrned
to flying. Ted Robinson found them
an inspiration when, as a high
school student, he haunted the air-
port on Saturdays, “They didn't
treat me like a kid they wanted 10
get out of the way, they trearcd me
with great respect.”

Even before the 1930s, as early
as 1911, African Americans
envinced an interest in aviation.
Unable o get flight instruction in
the United States, they went to
France to learn to fly. One of these
pilots was American Fugene
Jacques Bullard, who joined the
French army in World War T and
became u pilot.

The most Fanous Alvican
American aviator in the early 1920s
was Bessie Coleman, Robinson
noled. She wenr to France for flight
instruction (the Bcole d'Aviation
des Freres Caudron at Le Crotoy in
the Somme. [rance). She graduated
in 1921 and was awarded an inter-
national pilot's license in France
dated June 13, 1921, She was the
first black woman ever to win an
FAT license. Coleman retumed 1o
the United States to barnstorm
around the country from 1922 1o
1926. She died in a piane crash in
1926 caused by a wrench that
jammed the controls. A biography,

Queen Bexs: Daredevil Aviator, by
Doris L. Rich is available.

Bessic Coleman inspired others
to fly, including Dr. Allrert E.
Forsythe and C. Alfred Anderson,
who went on to [lying careers.
Forsythe became well-known for
his long-distance flights across the
United States, Canada, and into the
Caribbean., Anderson was 10

become a Tuskegee flight instructor

and at one time ook Eleanor
Roosevelt for a flighr.

Credit The Wright Fiyer

Just A Common
Soldier

He was getting old and
paunchy and his hair was falling
fast, and he sat around the Legion
telling stories of his past; Of the
war that he had fought in and the
deeds that he had done, in his
exploits with his buddies, they
were heroes. everyone.

And tho' sometimes to his
neighbors, his tales became a
joke, all his Legion buddies lis-
tened, for they knew whereof he
spoke. But we'll hear his tales no
longer, for old Tom has passed
away, and the world won't note his
passing, tho’ a soldier died today.

He will not be mourned by
many, just his chiidren and his
wife, for he lived an ordinary quiet
and uneventful life; He held a job
and raised a family, quietly going
his own way, and the world's a lit-
tle poorer, for a soldier died today.

When the politicians leave this
earth, their bodies iie in state,
while thousands note their passing
and proclaim that they were great.

Papers tell their life stories
from the time that they were
young, but the passing of a soldier
goes unnoticed and unsung.

Is the greatest contribution to
the weifare of our land, a guy who
breaks his promise and cons his
fellow man?

Or the ordinary feltow who in
times of war and strife, goes off to
serve his country and offers up his
life?

A politician’s stipend and the

style in which he lives, are some-
times quite disproportionate to the
services that he gives;

While the ordinary soldier who
offered up his all, is paid off with a
medal, and perhaps a pension
smail.

It's so easy to forget them, for
it was so long ago, that the Tom's
of our country went to battle;

But we know it was not the
politicians, with their compromise
and ploys, who won for us the
freedom that our country now
enjoys.

Should you find yourself in
danger with your enemies at hand,
would you want a politician with
his ever-shifting stand?

Or would you prefer a soldier
who has sworn to defend his
home, his kin, and the country,
and would fight until the end.

He was just a common soldier
and his ranks are growing thin, but
his presence should remind us we
may need his like again,

For when countries are in con-
flict then we find the soldiers’ part,
is to clean up all the troubles that
the politicians start.

If we cannot do him the honor
while he's here to hear the praise,
then at least let's give him homage
at the ending of his days. Perhaps
just a simple heading in a paper
that would say:

“Our country is mourning,
for a soldier died today.”

(Author Unknown)

Dog Property
Laws

1) if | like it, it's mine.
2) If it's in my mouth, it's mine.

3) If | can take it from you, it's
mine.

4) If I had it a little while ago, it's
mine.

5) If it's mine, it must never appear
to be yours in any way.

6) If I'm chewing something up, all
the pieces are mine.

7) It it just looks like mine, it's
mine.

8) If | saw it first, it's mine.

9) If it's broken, it's yours.
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THE 455TH BOMB
GROUP IN COMBAT

(a continuing series)

JANUARY 1945

January started off just like one
would expect in this climate: cold,
snow and rain. The outtock for
continued operations was not
good. The Group had to see what
developed from day to day. Most
of the targets were communica-
tions targets as these were closer
and gave us a chance to hit them
before the weather changed.
Briefings would continue in the off
chance that the weather would
break and the Group could fly. This
was the month when the Wing and
Group started designating dual
missions and Blue and Red
Forces.

Mission 175, January 4 The
Group got its first mission of the
new year. Twenty-seven B-24's
dropped 62.75 tons of 500# RDX
bombs on the primary and sec-
ondary targets. The primary target
was the marshailing yards at
Verona Porto Nuava, italy. The
secondary was the marshalling
yards at Vicenza, Italy. Flak at the
targets was mcderate and accu-
rate. One aircraft crash-landed at
Gioia when its landing gear would
nct lock in the down positicn. The
crew was not injured. One top tur-
ret gunner engineer was slightly
wounded in the leg from flak. All
other aircraft returned to base.

Mission 176, January 8 Twenty-
six B-24’s took off to bomb a
goods depot in Linz, Austria. After
flying for almost eight hours, all
planes returned safely to base
without dropping their bombs due
lo poor weather conditions at the
target.

Mission, 177, January 15 Twenty-
nine B-24's took off to bomb the
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Florisdort marshalling yards at
Vienna, Austria. Nine aircraft
returned early and only 19 aircraft
dropped their bombs on the target.
One plane had its bombs fail to
release. A total of 35.5 tons of
500# RDX bombs were dropped
by pathfinder method. Flak at the
target was intense and accurate.
One crewman was severely
injured and one received a slight
flak injury. All planes returned to
base safely.

Mission, 178, January 19 Twenty-
eight B-24's took off to bomb the
raifroad bridge at Brod, Austria.
Only 20 aircraft bombed the target
with unobserved results. One flight
of five did not drop its bombs
because their flight leader’'s bomb
bay doors would not open. Two
aircraft returned early. One aircraft
had engine failure, could not make
the field and crashed two miles
short of the runway. Four crewmen
were injured, one sericusly. Flak at
the target was moderate to intense
and accurate. Six crewmen suf-
fered flak wounds, one serious.
Only 24 aircraft returned to base.

Mission 179, January 20 The
crews were briefed to bomb the
main marshalling yards at Linz,
Austria. Twenty-six B-24's tried
unsuccessfully to get to the target.
They ran into cloud cover from
3/10th to 9/10th cover and impene-
trable cloud banks at the head of
the Adriatic. All planes returned to
base without dropping their
bombs.

Mission 180, January 31 On the
last day cf the month, both red and
blue forces were briefed to bomb
the cil refinery at Moosbierbaum,
Austria. The blue force had 19
B-24's that were carrying 500# GP
bombs. They bombed the target
and relurned to base at 1640
hours. Flak at target was moderate
and accurate, Bombing was done
by pathfinder method. Results

were not observed. All planes
returned safely.

Mission 181, January 31 The red
force consisted of 18 B-24's
loaded with 500# GP bombs. They
too encountered moderate and
accurate flak at the target area.
They dropped a total of 29 tons on
the target by pathfinder method. All
aircraft returned to base without
casualties.

January was our least productive
month to date. All we could hope
for was an improvement in the
weather. The Group flew a total of
seven missions, putting 168 air-
craft over the targets. We dropped
a total of 200.25 tons of bombs.
That was our lowest total since
beginning operations in February
1944. We lcst two aircraft, but only
aone was to enemy action. The
group had ten crewmen injured;
five of those were serious. January
was not one of our better months.

FEBRUARY 1945

February started off with marginal
weather, then it got worse. The
first mission had to be aborted due
to bad weather. The concentration
on targets this month was still olil,
along with our attacks on the
enemy’s communications, other-
wise known as marshalling yards.
So far the 15th Air Force had done
a tremendcus job of disrupting the
enemy's railroad system, denying
them vital supplies for their war
effort. The 455th had a big hand in
this operation for which they were
justly proud.

Mission 182, February 1 Thirty-
eight B-24's loaded with 500# GP
bombs took off to bomb the cil
refinery at Moosbierbaum, Austria.
Weather was so bad en route and
at the target that the group leader
decided nct to bomb as PFF was
not prescribed for this missicn. No
enemy resistance was encoun-
tered and ali planes returned to base.

Conliued on Page 19
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Mission 183, February 5 The
Group sent 42 B-24's [oaded with
250# GP bombs to the il storage
facilities at Regensburg. These
facilities were known as Rhenani
Danubia Qil Storage. Flak at the
target was moderate and inaccu-
rate. Thirty-eight of the aircraft
bombed the primary target by
pathfinder method and one plane
dropped its bomb load on a rail-
road siding at Mettighafen, Austria.
The primary target results were
unobserved as the target was
cloud-covered. Three aircraft
returned early and the rest
returned to base without any
casualties.

Mission 184, February 7 Both red
and blue forces were scheduled
and briefed to bomb the oil refinery
at Moosbierbaum, Austria. The red
force took off at 0815 hours with
20 B-24's loaded with 500# RDX
bombs. One aircraft returned early
with engine treuble and 19 aircraft
bombed the primary target by
pathfinder method. Flak at the tar-
get was moderate to intense and
accurate. No planes received dam-
age and all returned to base safe-

ly.

Mission 185, February 7 The blue
force with 20 B-24's |lcaded with
the same bomb load tock off at
1012 hours. One aircraft returned
early because of engine failure.
Fourteen aircraft bombed
Moosbierbaum by visual methods
with fair success. Five aircraft
returned their bombs to base as
the flight leader’s bombsight was
inoperative and the rest of the
flight did not bomb. Flak at the tar-
get was intense and accurate, One
crewman was killed in acticn.
Nineteen aircraft returned to base
safely.

Mission 186, February 8 Twenty-
eight B-24's took off to bomb the
Matzieindorf marshalting yards at

Vienna, Austria. They dropped 54
tons of 500# RDX bombs on the
target by pathfinder method. Flak
at the target was intense but inac-
curate. Alt aircraft returned to base
safely. No enemy fighters were
seen. However, one B-24 with
markings similar to the Group
markings took a position off the
number two man in Baier Box.
Radio contact could not be made
and all guns trained on him. When
the Group reached Lake Balaton,
the aircraft made a “180” and left.

Mission 187, February 9 On the
9th of February, three B-24's
loaded with 500# RDX bombs took
off to bomb the oil refinery at
Moosbierbaum, Austria. The
bombing was through 10/10th
cloud-cover. The pathfinder return
was very good. Flak at the target
was intense but inaccurate. All
three planes returned to base after
flying for almost six hours. No
fighters were seen.

Mission 188, February 13 Today,
red and blue forces would bomb
different targets. Red force would
bomb the Matzleindorf marshalling
yards. Twenty-one B-24’s carrying
500# RDX bombs dropped their
bombs, sighting visually. Forty-one
percent of the 36.5 tons fell within
1,000 feet of the aiming point, a
very successful bombing mission.
Flak at the target was intense and
accurate, and two aircraft received
extensive damage. All aircraft
returned to base.

Mission 189, February 13 The
biue force was briefed to bomb the
marshalling yards at Maribor,
Yugoslavia. Twenty B-24's carrying
the same load as the red force
bombed the primary target by visu-
al methods. Over 40% of their
bombs fell within 1,000 feet of the
aiming point. Flak at the target
was moderate and accurate. Four
aircraft received slight damage but
all returned to base without incident.

Mission 190, February 14 The
red force was briefed to bomb the
marshalling yards at Florisdor,
Vienna, Austria. However, 21
B-24's loaded with 500# RDX
bombs went to the alternate target,
the marshalling yards at
Klagenfort, Austria because of bad
weather. There was no flak at the
target and all planes returned to
base.

Mission 191, February 14 The
blue force attacked the marshalling
yards at Maribor, Yugoslavia,
which was the second alternate.
They too carried 500# RDX bombs
and dropped them in a good pat-
tern on the target. Over 80% of the
bombs fell within 1,000 feet of the
aiming point. Flak at the target
was moderate and inaccurate, and
one aircraft received slight dam-
age. All planes returned to base
safely.

Mission 192, February 15 The
red force of the Group was briefed
to bomb the ofl refinery at
Kornueburg, Germany. Escorted
by P-38's, 19 B-24’s lpaded with
500# RDX bombs took off at 0830
hours and bombed the refinery by
pathfinder, The results were not
observed because of complete
cloud cover at the target. The lead
pathfinder operator said that he
had a good picture and the run on
the target was very good. Fiak at
the target was intense but inaccu-
rate. No enemy fighters were
encountered nor seen. All aircraft
returned to base without casual-
ties.

Mission 193, February 15 The
blue force that day also had 19
B-24's loaded the same and were
to bomb the same refinery. This
force took off one hour later than
red force, at 0930 hours. They
bombed the primary target by
pathfinder method with the results
unobserved. Flak at the target was
intense but inaccurate. No aircraft

Cantinusd on Page 20 19
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were damaged and all planes
returned to base.

Mission 194, February 16 Thirty-
nine B-24's took off to bomb the
Oberstraubling Airdrome at
Regensburg, Austria. Three aircraft
returned early so that 36 aircraft
dropped over 83 tons of fragmen-
tation bombs on the target by visu-
al bombing. Resuits were good as
frags were seen covering the
assigned target area. Flak in the
target area was moderate and
inaccurate. Ali aircraft returned to
base without casualties.

Mission 195, February 17 Forty-
two B-24's took off to bomb the
primary target, but weather inter-
vened and the Group had to bomb
an alternate target, the shipyards
at Fiume, ltaly. Three aircratt
returned early, two because of
engine trouble and one because
they lost the formation in the
clouds. Thirty-eight of the aircraft
dropped 63.5 tons of 500# RDX
bombs on the shipyards with only
fair results. Flak at the target area
was slight and inaccurate and all
planes returned to base safely.

Mission 196, February 18 The
Group was briefed to bomb the
main marshalling yards at
Amstaten, Germany. Weather
along the route was so bad that
the Grouo aborted the mission
without dropping any bombs. All 28
B-24's returned safely.

Mission 197, February 19 The
Group was given a choice of
bombing several different targets
because of weather. Twenty-eight
B-24's took off but the weather
was so bad that only seven aircraft
bombed the sixth alternate target
which was the harbor at Fiume,
{taly. Five others bombed the har-
bor at Pola, ltaly with poor results.
The rest of the planes brought
their bombs back to base. Flak at
the targets was slight and inaccu-
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rate. All planes returned to base
safely.

Mission 198, February 20
Weather again dictated the target,
as the Group had to bomb the
sixth alternate: Trieste shipyards.
Twenty-eight B-24's loaded with
500# RDX bombs dropped 55 tons
on the target. The results were
much better as almost 80% of the
bombs fell within 1,000 feet of the
aiming point. Flak at the target
was slight to moderate and inaccu-
rate. No enemy fighters were seen
and all planes returned to base
without incident.

How to Fly
The American
Flag

TEN RULES ON HOW TO
PROPERLY FLY THE FLAG

1. ‘The flag should be hoisted
briskly and lowered ceremoniously.
2. The flag is never allowed 1o
touch the ground or the floor,

3. When hung over a sidewalk on
a rope extending from a building
to 2 pole the union stars are always
away from the building,

1. When vertically hung over the
center of the sireet, the flag always
has the union strs to the north in
an eust/west street, and 1o the east
in a north/south street.

3. The flag of the United States of
America should be al the center
and ut the highest point of the
group when a number of flugs of
States or localities or pennants of
socicties are grouped and dis-
played from stafTs.

0. The flag should never be fes-
tooned, dravwn back, nor up, in
folds hut always allowed to fall
free.

7. The (ag should be displayed at
half-staff until noon on Memaorial
Day then raisedl 10 the top of the
stafl.

8. Never fly the flag upside down
excepl as a signal of distress in
instances of extreme danger 10 life
of propeny.

9. The flag is never flown in
inclement weather except when
using an all-weather flug.
10, The flag can be flown every
day from sunrise (o sunset and at
night if ifluminated properly.
FLAG DISPLAY DAYS:
The Ilug should be displaved on
all days, especially on:
New Years Day oo 0L, Jan. 1
Lincoln's Birthday ... .. Feb, 12th
Washington's Birthday
3rd Mon. in Feb.
Easter Sunday ... ... ... Variable
Mother's Day .. .2nd Sun. in May
Armed Forces Day. J3rd Sat. in May
Memorial Day . . . (Half-staff until
Noon) -Last Mon. in May
Flag Day oo, une 14th
Independence Day ... July 4
..2Jdst Mon,in Sept.

Labor Day .

Citizenship day .. ... .Sept. 17th
Columbus Day . 2nd Mon. in Oct.
Navy Day . ... ... ....0c 27th
Velerans Day ... 0 Nov. 11

Thanksgiving Day . <th Thurs, in
Nov,

Christmas Day .. ... .. Dec. 25th
and such other days as may be
proclaimed by the President of the
United States; the birthdays of
States (date of admission); and on
State holidays.

38,197,128

That incredible number is the num-
ber of military personnel who have
fought in all of America’s major
wirs since the War of 15812! Here's
the hreakdown
War of 1812: 286,730
Mexican War: 78718
Civil War(Union Forces): 2,213,303
306,760
4,734,901
16,112,360
3,720,000
8,744,000

Spanish American War:
World War [
World War I
Roreun War:
Vietnam War;

s § o § eo



Your new president Frank Lashinsky with his commander Ormond Buffington and family, ‘99 San Diego reunion.,
in chief, Dorothy. ‘99 San Diego reunion.

John and Carolyn Pramik. ‘99 San Siego reunion George and Belly Underwood. '99 San Diego reunion

retunion.
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It's great to sit on this side of the podium for a change!" Lou Hansen and Fran — 455th Reunion, San Diego, CA.

From Your Editor

It's enlightening and rewarding
to receive the many personal com-
ments on the group history revision
commitment card. This kind of
support enabled the book to be.
sufficient orders were received 1o
make the book available ar a rea-
sonuble cost. When | mentioned
this to one of our members, he
said “there’s a lot of good guys in
the 455 Bomb Group.” And [
believe it.

Some of the comments were:
“I'll take two if necessary to get
sufficient orders to justify printing.”
“If you are a little short, I'll pay up
to $100 to help out.”

*If needed, I'll donate $500.°
“Change the order 1o two if it is
necessary to meet the minimum
requirements.”

“Have a copy, enjoy reading ir.”
“But I do enjoy the one T have,”

“I have a copy of the first printing
— much treusured.”

“I alreacy have four copies of this
great book.”

“I really enjoy the history and
proud record of the group.”

“I have the original edition. Well
donet Thanks for all the endeavors
of those who figured in the writing
and publishing of this exciting
memorial of our great Bomb
Group. God bless you alll”

Editors Lament

Pay your dues!

Drop me a line once in a while — it
gets lonely during a4 Wisconsin
winler.

Pay your dues!

455th Bomb Group Association, Inc.

P.O. Box 4043
Sierra Vista, AZ 85636

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

o8

\ RD
CRAIG N. WA
813 PETERSTOWPR -
EULESS, TX. 76039- 325

send in a photo or story for the
Cerignola Connection - filling
materiat gets harder o find.

As [ write this it secins hard o get
into the holiday spirit. 90 degree
temnperdatures outside. . .it has been
that way for a few days, wo. But
by the time this is gathered, print-
ed, delivered to the post office and
mailed special not-for-profit
postage, there will be snow on the
ground in Wisconsin and the fur-
nace will be running again. Sococo
— Pearl and I want to wish each
and evervone of you the warmest
of holiday greetings!
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